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YOU wbo can feel, when Scenes of grief prevail^ 
Draw near and listen to a serious tale. . 
I many years a share of wealth possess'd; 
My heart was open then to the distress^; 
My frugal board the traveller has shar'd ^ 
My money for the public good I spar'd ; 
The wants of those with sympathy survey'd, 
Where disappointment's heavy hand was laid. 
The golden rule I valued from my youth, 
Lov'd justice, mercy, and the* path of truth; 
A view thereof is precious to my soul ; 
Has kept my heart in deep affliction, whole ; 
Tet here I wish, until my race is run, 
The path of boasting and of pride, to shun. 

While I, as farmer, sought the means of life. 
Intently shunning idleness and strife ; 
Men deeply anxious for a golden prey, 
By their allurements stript my wealth away, 
And I was left (with mourning children) bare 
Of fine possessions, I had nurs'd with care. 

Some blindly tread the paths of gloom in grief. 
Fly to the bottle to obtain relief: 
Or when afflicted, in a frantic fit 
' Of deep despair, will suicide commit: 
But there are those whose hearts for heaven glow. 
Whose choicest treasure is not found below : 
As they in faith and humble patience keep, 
They find protection thro' the dreary deep. 

When I was from a competence allur'd^ 
To indigence, with pain to be endur'd ; 
\Vhen held in durance by the hard and blinds 
I view'd it best to be thro' all resign'd ; 
In confidence of an approaching hour 
Of sweet relief, by all-<;ontroling pow'r. 
He, who with care, the boundless region fills, 
Can good produce from seeming grievous ill&t 



4 THE auxhob's petition, 

* 

I tboQght of Joseph, in the prison thrown^ 
Whose basis was the sure foundation stone x 
Of patient Job, who stript of joys terrene, 
Endured a long, and deep heart-rending scene, 
To those who truth and heav'nly riches prize, 
AfBictions are but blessings in disguise. 

When, like a hermit, lonely I abode, 
On various subjects, matter freely flow'd : 
When clouds obscur'd and spread the gloom of nigbf^ 
I took my pen, in musing found delight. 
The lines I wrote, appear'd to entertain 
The man of learning, and the rural swaia. 
My mental labours, by the muses' aid. 
Are now before the serious reader laid, 
As the productions of a trying day^ 
When evils seem'd assembled in array : 
When I was in affliction's valley led ; 
When o'er the billows truth preserv'd my head. 

May those who are to take a view inclined. 
Instruction gain, or.some amusement find; 
More solid than by publications vain ; 
By novels that the paths of virtue stain c 
By books alluring to a great degree 
Of darkness, vice, and infidelity \ 
That draw the minds of the unguarded youth. 
From the sublime enjoyments of the truth, 
To paths where pain and misery pervade, 
And to the vale of death's most awful shade. 

You who have plenty in your field and stor^^ 
May you the Giver, who is great, adore : 
May youi|}he calls of indigence survey. 
Sensations of true sympathy display } 
And do to those whom trying scenes surround. 
As should be done, were you among them found. 

Columbia's Sons ! behold, I call on you, 
And on her daughters, my complaint to view } 
A rabmeht to the Farmer's muse attend. 
Perhaps you'll buy sorpe volumes of your friend. 

R. W. 
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This woadVous world, the human, blest abode* 
Was form'd in wisdom by Almighty God ! 
Eternal, glorious, infinite and kind. 
Past comprehension by the human mind ! 

The Majesty of everlasting fame 
Is calPd Jehovah ; (His the Hebrew .n^tfoie,) 
He who indeed exists himself* teilmi^. 
And gives existence to all 'beings known* 
This name denotes immutabiUty, 
Eternity, and independency, 
Infallible assurance of the love. 
And promises of Him who reigns above. 
This object of all adoration true, 
Made glorious orbs, that we with wonder view ^ 
Supported, just as in an ancient hour, 
On pillars of his everlasting power. 
They run, revolving with amawng speed, 
A wondVous frame of workmanship indeed ! 
Immutably obedient to his laws — 
How glorious then must be the Great First Cause !! 

Before the Lord his majesty unveiFd, 
A boundless darkness o'er the deep prevail'd-— 
The earth was void, without a form, we find-— 
A wond'rous fabric was by him design -d. 
God's spirit mov'd, with power that's infinite, 
" Liet there be light," said he, ^* and there was light/' 

It 
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He who IS with Omnipotence endu'd. 
Produced this region from the Chaos rude ; 
Made heaven and earth, the rivers, springs and seas^. 
The mountains, vallies, verdant grass, and trees ; 
•He made great lights, their glory to display, 
Sun, moon and stars, to rule the night and day : 
Great whales and other wonders of the niain, 
The beasts that tread the mountain and the plain^ 
The fowls and all that his great wisdom plaan'd, 
Whose element is water, air or land'; 
Pbonounc'd them good, and gave them license free^ 
To multiply and Bll the earth and sea ; 
And when th^vorld was finished, all complete 
Was f©rro'd l^erdant and delightful seat. 
The Lord was pleasM to change his sacred style — ^ 
He by his all-effecting word erewhile 
Just gave command, and was forthwith obey'd ; 
He spoke the word, and glorious things were made. 
JJfow, He whose hand the universe can span. 
Says, let us make, in our own image, Man ; 
And let him rule the fishes of the sea. 
And his dominion o'er the fowls shall be ; 
O'er flocks and herds that on the hills abound, 
And every creature creeping on the ground;. 
Herein besides his image, who's divine. 
In which the man was. brightly made to shine, 
His origin may flearly be survey'd. 
More noble than the4>tber creatures made. 
These were produc'd, just by a word he spake. 
But, " God form'd man" — ^he seem'd more pains to talie. 
And man is call'd his " ^workmanship,'' we find, 
" His offspringf ," who is infinite and kind. 
Tho' man was form'd, in his first modell'd state. 
But from the ground, and was inanimate ; 
God breath'd, with life that's wond'rous to control 
In him, and he became a living soul 
He whose great power was in creation shbwn^ 
Said 'twas not good for man to be alone : 

♦ Eph. tt. 10. t Act«, xvii. 28. 
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To consoljtte with true parent al care, 
Said he a help-meet would for hii» prepare. 
Then he, who was from everlasting crown'd, 
Made Adadi fall into a sleep profound ; « 

Then took a rib forth gently from his side. 
And with new flesh the open place supplied. 
He of this rib a lovely woman made, 
And her unto the lonely man convey'd. 
When Adam saw her, lo! his heart was woir, 
And knowing clearly what the Lord had done, 
•/ Bone of ray bone," the joyful man exclaim'd, 
'* Flesh of my flesh," and she shall Eve be nam'd.. 
On this 'twas said, ^' a man shall parents lipve. 
And to his tender, faithful wife shall cleat'e, 
To be one flesh, no more to part again, 
Till potent death dissolves the blissful chains 
All those who to the marriage state incline^ 
May view, with joy, the institute divine. 
The law was made while innocency glow'd, 
While they in Eden, in the life, abode. 
Man nobler fprm'd than all he made beside^ 
By his Creator is na good deny'd. 
Both male and female he saw meet to bless,^ 
With great dominion and with fruitfulness : 
And he^ to make their paradise complete, 
Form'd Eden's garden for their blissful seat,. 
With fruj|s delicious and salubrious stor'd, 
That flow'd as from the richest sources pour'd* 

The world was made upon a glorious plan, 
And with most perfect innocence began : 
AH things were good, made by the Lord's command i 
He blest the works of his Almighty hand. 
And here their nature's and harmonious state, 
All magnified him, their Creator, great : 
It was .a scene of love, without alloy, 
The morning stars together sang for joy- 
All the creation could lo^tlier draw, 
And say Amen, to hi» eiSJiiiisnting law. 
No jarring now — the world with love is bless'd 
Man in his peaceful paradise of rest ; 
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Beasts in the field* the verdant pastures share^ 
The fowls are in their element, the air; 
The finny tribes in the de^p waters move — 
The lights display their glory from above— 
The mountains join the wonders to admire— 
The air, the earth, the water and the fire, 
Unite to worship, in the blissful hour. 
Adore his goodness, wisdom and his power. 

So man was made, probation to endure, 
' Created in his Maker's image pure; \ 
His likeness, that is, holy and upright-— 
Meek, merciful, and humble in his sight ; 
Endu'd with ^§^t and knowledge from above, 
With righteous^ss and heavenly peace and love. 
Thus they were made, and must be prov'd and try'd. 
To show if they would in this state abide ; 
To prove if they would true attention pay, 
And their Creator's righteous laws obey. 

Among the trees, most beautiful to view. 
That in the garden of rich £den grew, 
Was one with fruit alluring, fair and fine, 
They must not eat, was the command divine : 
The sentence of the Majesty on High 
Was, '^ in the day they eat thereof they'd dje." 
This fruit was pleasing, and was doubtless' good,. 
Had it not been forbidden them for food : 
It was his work, who sure must be obey'd, ^ 

And all was good that the Creator made* 
Th^ serpent now, was lurking there we see, 
And greatly envied their felicity ; 
He wish'd them from fidelity to draw. 
And eat the fruit forbidden by the law. 
In opposition to the King, Most High, 
He slyly said, *'ye shall not surely die." 
The woman listen'd to the sci-peiit's voice. 
And saw the fruit alluring to her choice, 
She, in temptation, took thereof and ate, 
And sora<^ ofit presented to her mate, — 
They both partook, a wicked thing they did. 
Unlawful quite, because it was forbid* 



REDSHPTION OV MAK'. 



^s Wisdcmi's pleasure and his right to prove 

The strength and fervour of his subjects' love. 

Twas said by him whom angels must obey, 

In love sublime, in quite an ancient day ; . • 

'* *The Lord, your God, he proveth you to find 

If you regaird him, with a faithful mind : 

And ye shall walk before your heavenly Lord, 

In hufiable fear obey his holy word — 

To cleave to him must be your faithful choice, 

Keep his commandments and obey his voice.** 

The Jewish high-priest, of an ancient line. 

Was ordered by authority divine, 

*^ f Do not drink wine, nor any thing that's strong,^ 

Thou nor thy sons, who to the priests belong, 

When ye before me in the temple stand. 

Lest ye die there for breach of this command." 

In Moses' law now let us take a view, 

Swine's flesh was there prohibited a Jew : 

Why was it more unlawful than a kid f 

The case is clear, because it was forbid* 

Just BO it was, as we may plainly see, 

With fruit that grew on the forbidden tree-: 

To eat thereof was an unlawful thing, 

Because forbidden by the heavenly King. 

Some vainly reason, in the gloom of night, 
And form strange thoughts of Him, who dwells in lights 
Andboun^ess wjsdonrinto question call, 
For making Adam so that he could fall. 
And some exclaim, *' this sentiment is true, 
"He who made Adam his great fall foreknew^ 
" And to foreknow, and foreordain's the same, 
" The diflerence only lies in term or name : 
" As sure as he did man to being call, 
''He well foreknew, and foreordain'd his fall,'' 
Be silent there, no more attempt to scan 
The works of Him who's infinite, vain man.-— • 
'Tis worse than vain for human flesh and bone 
To search what He has, or has not foreknown, 

* Deut. xiii, 3. 4^ t J-ev. x, »> . 
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Tho' thou the deeps should centuries exp1ol*e« 

Thou then wilt be no wiser than before. 

Let reason and the scriptures teach thee true, 

His se^ets are beyond thy reach and view. 

From wild presumption evermore refrain, 

And read one lesson that, indeed, is plain . 

" *Secrets belong to the Great Deity, 

And only things that are reveal'd to thee. — 

^arfrom men's search are wisdom's secrets seal'd. 

To man belong the things that are reveal'd." 

Would it not be a criminal offence, 

And much an earthly personage incense. 

Should one whose office was without to wait, 

Into the secret chamber penetrate ? 

Or in tUe closet of a monarch steal, 

In quest of secrets he would not reveal ? 

One who should thus beyond his bounds intrude, 

Wofuld bt: a traitor, or a madman view'd. 

Thb' laws divine, may wink at men beguil'd, * 

Tis far more vain, disorderly and wild 

To penetrate exploring wisdom true, 

The subjects he conceals from man, to view. 

Things secret, to unfathom'd deeps belong, 

All human struggles to unveil them wrong. 

The things reveal'd by the Great Deity, 

Are, in his love, all freely granted thee. 

Once in a search some busy ones were led^ 
Abdut the resurrection of (he d«ad; 
To find in what new bodies they appear, 
As tho' the theme wds interesting here ^ 
An article of consequence to view, 
In the religion that is pure and tl*ue. 
To find the form explore the great abyss, 
That immaterial beings have in bliss. 
To those vain searches in that hidden field, 
For knowledge not by wisdom yet reveal'd, 
To teach them their presumption to resign, 
" Thou fool," says Paul, the great and learn'd divine, 

* D6ut xxii. 39. 
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Try your owd €elv«8, and prove yourselves, to find, 

A resurrection from the carnal mind^ 

The vise andl prudent may descend in vain, 

The mysteries of the kingdom to explain ; 

They from the keenest vulture's eye are seaPd; 

Things needful are to little ones reveal'd. 
To tell the diff'rence seems a plain relation, 

Between foreknowledge and foreordination : 

Tis just as great as it can be between 

A house I made, and one I've only seen. 

The building, and the viewing are, we see. 

Quite as distinct as two plain things can be. 

A person may, with ease, discern the sun^ 

Without the pow V of rDaking such a one j 

Or he may build a fabric, high and grand^; .. f' 

But cannot see it from a distant land. 

A man, as strength sboqld aid his feeble eye. 

Might distant wonders of the world descry ; 

Yet that would not enable him, at all, 

Into existence one of these to call, 

A child may see, that cannot work, we find ; 
A man may work at many things, tbo' blind. *\ 

Another is possess'd of both degrees, 
Can see with clearness, and can work witlt ease. 
Lo! he has powV, who bears eternal sway. 
Worlds to create, and boundless space survey ; 
Yet there's between them .a distinction, quite 
As plain, as is between the day and n«ght. 

The seers, at times, with sight have been eiidu'd. 
And into scenes of future ages view'd ; 
And by the strength of wisdom's boundless rays, 
Have things foretold to be in after days : 
Yet who would vainly common sense degrade, 
And say, tlie things that they foreknew, they made. 
Th^ ancient Noah, who was fill'd with grace, ' 
Foreknew a flood would sweep the human race : 
A seer foreknew that Babylon would fall, 
For Ai be lost, and found no more at ail. 

To have a foresight of these things, is one ; 
Another thing, to have the wonders done. ,, 
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Then to foreknow and foreordain we view. 
Like sight and labour, as distinctly two : 
If man foreknows what man can't foreoadain, . 
Foreknowledge and foreordination's twain. 
He, who indeed, can no distinction fiud^ 
By ignorance, or prejudice, is blind. 

That ^seeing organs are one thing, is true, 
Another thing, to see ail man can view. 
From many things we. might restrain our eye;5, 
To keep the heart from anguish or surprise; 
Or that our views we might more nobly place, 
On things 61. value to the human race. 
Tho' God could with his boundless vision see, 
And range with ease immense futurity ; 
He might extend, or might contract his views, 
Exactly as Omnipotence should choose : 
Those, who to this, refuse to give consent^ 
Almost assert he's not omnipotent : 
If he beholds all he can ever view. 
Why not perform the whole that he can do ? 

'Tis in his power to make a race of men, 
Compar'd with us, as strong as ten times ten ; 
To sink the mountains that are tow'ring high^ 
Raise sunken valleys to the colour'd sky ; 
Form other worlds, if he should so incline. 
More suns and moons, most gloriously to shine; 
Where he's dispos'd to turn his eye, he sees ; 
And when to form, lo ! he creates with ease! 

That he to foreknow ev'ry thing was led, 
Appears oppos'd to what himself has said J 
" Lo !* they have built high places they admire, 
To burn their sons and daughters in the fire : 
That they should thus from rectitude depart, 
I order'd not, nor came it in my heart." 

Strange, why cannot an " age of reason" see 
It quite consistent with the Deity, 
By certain means to fairly try and prove, 
The strength of Adad, and bis consort's love':* 

^* ojer.TU.ai. 
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ould they to their Creator's laws be true, 

would magnify them highly in his view : 
Had they the path of faithfulness pursu'd, 
They'd been confirmed in their first rectitude ; 
^stablish'd on the rock that's sure for all, 
The basis from which they could never fall, 
Vndoubtedly, and rsds'd to honour great, 
By him whose pow'r could boundless worlds create. 

An ancient worthy, who was truly wise. 
Was call'd upon, bis son to sacrifice : 
When he had 3rierded, wisdom's voice obey'd. 
His hand was from the painftr! action stayed. 
Now well I know, said he who reigns above, 
That thou art faithful unto me in love ; 
Since thou didst not from my commandment run. 
And, in thy will, withhold thy only son. 

See ancient Job, the patient, wise, and good> 
Was deeply proved, and his probation stood ! 
A double poltion was the great reward. 
On him bestowM by bis most gracious Lord. 
Things small and great, must thoroughly be tryM, 
To know if they probation will abide. 
An ax that thro' ^e rugged knots has^ stood^ 
The axman then, with pleasure, calls it good. 
A person will, with satisi^ction, view, 
A servant prov'd, and found completely true. 
• He who set roan on this terrestrial place, 
Has fix'd, we find, to prove the human race, 
" He* who shall my true word of patience keep, 
I will, says he, protect him thro' the deep ; 
The season of temptation, that shall fall, 
Without exception, on the ffreat and small; 
To try the pilgrims oii the heav'nly road^ 
And all who dwellupon the low abode." 
Not man alone must thro' the scene abide. 
E'en the foundation of the church was tri'd. 
Behot<L (among the mighty wonders shown) 
'' If laj in Ziou a foundation stoiie ; ^ 

•Riv.iu.l0. flsa^uviikW 
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A tried stone, a basis firm and sure. 

That will tbro' storms for evermore endure: 

A corner stone, that precious is indeed. 

He that believes shall not in haste proceed." 

Tes, he who came mankind from death to fre^, 

Was^ tri'd by satan to extremity. 

To prove all things was apprehended right, 

By him, whose love and powV is infinite* 

To prove ail things, most surely is a plan, 

Consistent with the reason of a man : 

The all-wise King, who to be gracious, wait^, 

To man's ideas himself accommodates: 

To prove all things created, seems to be, 

With him an irreversible decree. 

How free a parent with promotion pays 
His son, who loves him, honours, and obeys : 
The son, indeed, is magnified iH inew. 
Just in proportion. as he's. provM^ and true. 
The son that's tri'd, and false, Jet none admire^ 
At the displeasure of the ti*oubled sire« 
To htm .who's proved, and,/aitbfttl, he wiU^ve 
A great reward ; in honour he. shall live.: 
He would not» in the trying^cene, and day 
Of deep teinptation, and probatioQ, stray; 
On him the father will. rich blessings pour, 
Tin to receive, room can be found no more. 

This doctrine is to common sense, asplaip 
As that true love was not^ossessM faty Cain } 
That silver luna is Ae lesser light, 
Made in creation, to adorn the nights 

With all his learning he must be a fool^ 
Or vain adept in old Apollyon^s school. 
Who had, in jeering, confidence to tell, 
^^ For eating of an apple, Adam fell.'* 
Vain man, remember he who Adam made. 
Must, in h^ lawsi, be faithfully obey'd : 
Rude ^' age of reason," don^t oppose and caU, 
One tbiog b^ wisdom e'er commanded smaller " 

♦Mstiv. 
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Kor be surpris'd^ shouIS^ be withhoM some fruiV 
That might thy pleasure » or thy refish suit ^ 
Amidst the plenty, io the garden, free, 
There should ^not be a murmur heard from thee. 
Doubt not his right his children well to prore, 
To show their basis, and the depth of love: 
Mark, disobedience ever gave offence, 
Weak man must not control omnipotence; 
Liet unbelievers not beneath them deem, . 
To pay renew'd attention to the theme, 
That none may say, on viewing satan^s toob^ 
The age of reason is the age of A>oIs. 

Paul, with his pen^ has touched on themes like these, 
Foreordination and divine decrees t 
But Peter says, that " Paul the leam*d and good,^ 
Has* written things hard to be. under stood j , 
Which the unF^amM in wisdom that is best, 
And the unstable in religion wrest ; 
As they have qft the other scriptures done^ 
And thus they blindly to destruction run.'^ 

Too many seem in such a careless air^ 
That they do not for Peter^s caution care ; 
They grossly err npou the iheme of love; 
Know not the scriptures, nor the pow V abov6 ; 
**^A11 things that ever come to pass, they cry, 
^' Are preordainM by him who reigns on high. 
^^ Great part of men are forcM in sin to standi 
^^ That they may in eternal misVy land J 
** There are a few, by his decree of love, 
'' To gain the realms of i;>lessedne8S above.*' 
Thus Calvin publishM an erroneous plan, 
" God foreordained, said he, the fall of man.'* 
He told this gross absm^dity to all. 
That '' God would have his creature man to fall.^' 
His children love io tread the path of ease, 
To have all fini^hM by divine decress : 
They seem of greatest confidence possessed, 
They were decreed to be among the blessed. 

^'apct.iii.ie^ 
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Biit Others cannot with this scheme accorif, 

Since* ev'ry one must have a full reward. 

At the tribunal of the Deity, 

According as his works on earth shall l^* 

But sad to tell, a being greatly fam'd, 

To govern Him who is Eternal, aim'd-^ 

That fallen angel, serpent callM of old, 

And Dragon, Satan, Devil, we are toldv 

Of this old serpent, it is understood, 

That he was once an angel^ great and goocL 

The sacred scriptures of the Devil tell 

That he and comrades all from heaven fell f 

In bonndless pride he drew a potent train,. 

Sebell'd that he in majesty might reign ; 

And wa3 cast out, in an alarming hour, 

By the Almighty, and eternal power. 

He's call'd Abaiodon, as the Hebrews speal«^ 

And nam'd ApoUyon, it is said, in Greeks 

The angel of the pit that's bottomkss, 

A roaring lion, seeking to distress. ^ 

He yet remains a foe to God and man, 

Makes use of lies, and all the power he can« 

To rob the Lord of glory, ana to cause 

The sons of men to break his righteous lawn^ 

He by enchantments to deceive the true. 

The third part of the stars of heaven drew : 

Which may, no doubt, of pious men be view'd 

Who shone on earth as stars of magnitude. 

Therefore the gracious counsel was to all 

Who think the v stand, to watch against a falL 

Here contemplate the mighty worlds that roll, 

And boundless region that contains the whole 4 

The glorious station for each star and sun, 

And fleeting lights that in their orbits run : 

The laws are there immutably obey'd, 

Of Him who this stupendous structure made. 

Shall man, with reason bounteously endu'd 

SlighJ common sense, and treat bis Maker rude?' 

* Prov. vdv. IS. Wat. \vL ^7. 
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Be in triuisglressiDg hii commands allowM ; 
For breath dependant, say, shall he be ^roud f 
Supply'd widi food, with rain and sunshine frect. 
Shall he run on in immorality f 
When offered riehes, pleasures, glory, grace, 
Pursue the patbt>f Caia's delinquent race? 
Oh, no, there's nothing wicked or unclean,. 
Can be within the Holy City seen* 
Then mind the free redeeming call, O youth ! 
And those in years, to listen to the truth, 
Obey the King, who ought to have renown,. 
There's then for thee, a mansion and a crowqi 

This doctrine of the reprobation plan, 
The fix'd destruction' — ^partial choice of maQ| 
Is quite reverse from aU we ever find, 
Taught by the Saviour of the humankind. 
This scheme is with prodi^ous folly fraught, 
Makes Paul destroy the doctrine that he taught 
"-*Let supplications be perform'd for all," 
Wai$ the instruction and command^ of Paul ; 
" For this is good,: acceptable and right, 
In our most gracious, great Redeemer's slght.'^ 
Let none suppose that wisdom should be crav'd, 
To ransom souls that never can be sav'd* ■ 
" The Lord," says Paul, " from dark perdition's fate. 
Would have all sav'd, with a salvation great ; 
For there's one God, one Mediator, free, . 
Between the Lord,'and-ihumaa family, , 
Christ Jesus, he who gave, in boundless grace, 
Himself a jransom for the huraanrarace." ' 

Paul further says,.ia wisdom's'gracious plan, 
"fCBrist tasted death, -indeed, for every man." 
''{The grace t>£.Godv that is salvation's call^ 
Has made its kind appearance unto all. 
Indeed^ the object of this saving grace,. . 
Is free salvation to the human race : 
All have sufficient granted of the same, * 
By him who as a gracious Saviour came^ 

•■ iTlm. B. 1 to «. ■ f Hebi U. 9> : i ntw, 0. Ut 
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To save them ra ibe awful JQdgineiit bour^ 
If they would yield to its redcemiog power. 
This light that is so gloriously mifiirrd, 
^Enlightening all that come iato the world/ 
Is like the mnning of a foiintatn, free*^ 
May be received, or not received by thee. 
Those who will listen to the Saviour's call. 
May have redemption, freely, f>om the fall* 

In vain may man the case of Pharaoh bring, 
The cruel tyrant, the Egyptian king. 
For the supporting of the strangest plan, 
That ever eoter'd in the heart of man. 
His heart was like a crocodile, we.see, 
By long opf^resston— direful cruelty 
Himself be hardened of his own accord, 
Long time ere he was hardened by tbe Lord. 
His crimes, indeed, were of the deepest hue, 
And down upon faim awful vengeance drew i 
He pass'd his day of visitation o'er. 
The voice of mercy he could hear no more ; 
His heart long hard, by his own cruel will, 
Of hardness God bestowed on him his fill : 
Since he would not an ear to mercy lend, 
God hardened bim to ruin in the end. 
The Lord, indeed, did on this monarch wait, 
In much long-sufiering, and in patience great* 
Since this would not him to obedience bring, 
He was rejected by the heavenly King, 
And rais'd to show, as by a mighty hand, 
God's power throughout the kingifoms of the land. 
•* f Blessed arc they who are in mercy free, 
•• For they," said Christ, ^* shall mercy g«n of me." 
** fHe who would show no mercy to his kind. 
Without sweet mercy be shall judgment &id^ 

This cruel doctrine of divine decrees, 
That seems so vainly, many minds to please^ 
Makes the great mission of the Son all*wise^ 
^Who for lost man, bow'd as a sacrifice) 
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9f notbingiprorth-r-Him as auseiesg Ggfat*-^ 

His mediation ineflectual quite. 

It makes, indeed, 'tis witli such folly franghtg^ 

The preaching of the great apostles nought. 

It opens wide a door for all to press 

Headlong, in paths of gross licentionsiiess. 

it makes it folly^ to a world in strife. 

To urge repentance, and a holy life : 

It veils the glory of the gospel day, 

And throws all grounds of precious hope away. 

It first decrees, and forces men4o sin, 

Then charges them as erimhtals therein ; 

It makes the fountain of all purity 

The source of sin, and not of grace, that^s free : 

It makes the Sang, who boandi^s love unfurl'd, 

The author of all evil in the world : 

It gives to him who boundless space can span^ 

A character worse than the vilest man : 

Makes him more cruel, in his potent place, 

Than all the tyrants of the human race—* 

Makes him a world of human beings hate^»»< 

Makes hi^ a race of living men create 

For nothing, but to banish from kts sight, 

And seal their misery in eternal night. 

It truly seems ak if the powers of man. 

Had some black aid in forming of the jdan t 

It sure bad not its origin above, 

For lo ! the Lord is everlasting love. 

How can a mind« that heeds the light, at all 
Believe, that be, the great apostle, Paul, 
In tus renewed, illuminated state, 
Would doctrine so blasphemous propagate^-* 
Concerned for truth, would in the smallest thing 
Oppose the laws and usage of the King—- 
Annul the precepts, and the blessed plsA, 
Of him who came a sacrifice for man ; 
Against the rule^, and exhortations fight 
Of the apostles, who were in the light. 
Paul, sure, would not a two-fac^d man appeal^, 
Preach up salvation &ee for oU mtii cfaee? > 
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And the neii day, in contradiction tell- 

•The greatest part are foreordain'd for hell f 

What he could mean, then, draws attention great, 

By " caird"— by " chosen," and « predestinate**^ 

That Viras unto salvation he design'd, 

We never can, by all our searching find* 

The word '* Salvation," is not us*d at all, 

While treating on the noble theme, by Paul. 

They were ordainM, we find the text to run, 

*^ To be conformed to th^ image of his son '^ 

That is, in likeness to the Son above,. 

In righteousness, in purity and love. 

Elected *' that he might a first-bom be^^ 

Of many brethren in the family," 

That is, be raised unto pre*eminence— * 

Stand as a chief, to rule in excellence— 

A noble office, in the church obtain. 

The ruling station of a first-bom gain ; 

The first among the brethren there be view*d|. 

A star, indeed, of the first magnitude. 

Here we are fairly to opinion led, 

That what, by Paul, was on the subject said> 

Related to the usefulness and* sway 

Of individuals, in their time and day. 

That if the Lord e'er chose particular ones, 

He glorified them, as transparent suns—* 

Lights in the spiritual universe to shine,.» 

For the increase of happiness divine.: 

That instruments, by the Great Deity, 

Should be foreknown, cannot suprising be*- 

He might determine noble ones to call, 

To rouse the sleepers from the gloomy fall : 

To choose good Noah, virtue to impress — 

To be a preacher of pure righteousness — 

Impower Moses, Jacob's seed to draw 

From bitter bondage, and give forth the law j 

To raise a Davids in some after dkys^ 

To save his people, and to sound his praise : 

To choose the prophets, dignified for good^ 

ThM future ag^es, when they understood 
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Their prophecks accoa^UsJs'd, might iucline 
To view the Christian system as divine. 
So Christ's disciples chosen were, and led, 
That they might tidings of salvation spread. 
So Paul was chosen by pure heavenly grace. 
To sound the gospel to the gentile race. 

Such words as " chosen," " foreordained" relate 
To usefulness of individuals great. 
While in the church, they, in their stations, mov§. 
Not their salvation, in the realms above. 
Judicious reader, may to thee appear, 
From good attention to the emblem clear, 
That this apostle (to religion true) 
On this occasion ofiers to our view. 
«*Shallthe thing form'd the maker's power deny ft 
Why hast thou form'd me, in this manner, cry ? 
Hath not the potter power o'er the clay. 
Of the same lump? shall he not bear the swayj 
To make one vessel unto honour true i 
Another to dishonour in our view ?" 
The potter some for splendid uses makes. 
And others for more ordinary takes : 
But he makes none of high or low degrees,. 
To dash to pieces, that himself may please. 
The Lord hath chosen individuals great. 
For glorious stations, in the church or state ; 
While others, with the common mass, more mean, 
Are not in any noble actions seen. 
Nor have the latter reason to complain. 
That God is partial, in the loss or gain. 
More than he varies blessings he bestows : 
On some earth's fatness, like a river, flows t 
While others pious, quite reversely fare, 
Of temporal riches have a scanty share. 
The rich, indeed, are not from troubles free, 
They have their burdens of ^anxiety : 
The poor may, surely, gracious blessings fin(^' 
The choicest riches is a peaceful mind* 

* Rom. ix, aCS 21r 
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Co9)e 9 listen now, with afo attentive ear, 
To what was written by an ancient seer : 
" * When he who once was righteous turns awaj^. 
Most foolishly from righteousness to stray, 
And follows vainly each ungodly plan, 
Abominations of the wicked man, 
Shall he then live, who loves in sin to run ? 
Not so indeed—- the good that he hath done 
Shall not be mentioned at the judgment day^ 
He discontinued wisdom to obey* T 
In vain may he for precious mercy cry ; 
He shall for his abominations die. 
What did the weeper o'er Jerusalem say ? 
^' If thou hadst known, e'en thou, in this thy day. 
The things that to salvation appertain, 
The joy and glory that the ransom'd gain : 
But thou woutd'st not regard the Saviour's cries, 
And now, behold ! theyVe hic^en from thine eye^P 
There was a day, to you I plainly tell, 

ye ! who in the favoured city dwell. 

When blest with grace, and by the light that shon^ 
The way of peace you clearly might have known. 

1 then was willing to have gather'd you, 
Just as a hen, is to her chickens true ^ 
But ye would not the day of mercy prize. 
And now the light is hidden from your eyesl 
I offer'd mercy from the seat of grace, 

A mansion in tlie heavenly resting place ; 

But ye refused the riches of my store, 

Now is your day of visitation o'er. 

These things^ and more, may be perusM by youth. 

And those who would investigate the truth; 

And all who will not close their eyes can see 

The laws and usage of the Deity : 

That his decrees are righteousness to bless, 

And with destruction punish wickedness. 

We find that Adam had a seat bestowM, 

Where every blessing to perfection flow'd : 

« Cseki«l ivitt:- 



For disobedience see the punishmenty 

He was from the delightful garden sent. 

Mankind w«re once to wickedness so bound, 

By a great deluge all the world was drownM. 

Old Sodom was for her transgression dire, 

ConsuniMby rain of brimstone and of fire. 

They sinn^d^ indeed, and the\r great pumshment, 

On them for their own wickedness was sent. 

The Israelites rebelling on the road. 

Were not admitted to the rich abode; 

That those who enter- d^ and who there rebelPd, 

Were from, the fertile, promis'd land eipeird. 

That those who sought Jerusalem above, 

And fell away from confidence and love. 

Had no admittance with the heavenly blest, 

To saints and^ngel's everlasti^ rest. ^f>^- '^^ 

This was the doctrine of the King, tdl-wise. 
And of his Son, who came a sacrifices 
Of seers, of saints, evangelists, and those 
IVbo by true wisdom, ^m^o glory rose* 
To cast this doctrine from its ancient seat. 
Would overthrow Christianity complete; 
Trom its sure orbit sooner might be burl'd 
'The Great Creator^s glorious work, the world. 

£iet me consider — Calvin's scheme review. 
Admit the-whole to be divine and true, 
That God, by his immutable decree, 
Has foreordained the fall of man to be ; 
That men were guided, when we thought tbey finb'd*-* 
Just like machines, by water or by wind : 
T^ drunkard, liar, and blasphemer, then 
Are acted on, just like the writer's pen« 
The thief must steal, the murderer must kill, 
Those we call vile, perform the holy will. 
And all the faithful to their sovVeign Lord, 
Have sure a gracious adequate reward ; 
^T will be, injustice, granted evVy one, 
According to the service he bath done. 
Those who by love and .piety would pleaie, 
JSfust share less pay than|>irateB on the seik-s^ 
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The conqueror, by whom are millioos slain^ 
TVill be rewarded with a boundless gain. 
The tyraht, who led martyrs to the stake, 
A vast enjoyment will, indeed, partake. 
As water is the element for fish. 
Prepared for tfaenii completely to a wish : 
The air for fowls that joyful take their flight,^ 
The moles in earthly, dark abodes delight^ 
So surely, all the foreordained for hell ; 
Are fitted there, in happiness to dwell. 
Tbo' ten times hotter than the fiery wo, 
For Shadrach, Meshecfa, and Abednego; 
Such bodies, sure, are granted them complete^ 
As stand the great extremity of heat { 
Twill only be a flow of glowing love, 
On them bestow'd most justly from above* 
The heati indeed, will not the scene atinoyi 
But much augment the sweetness of the joy. 
If Calvin's system is but good and pure, 
To all the world is free salvation 8ure« 
God's will i» done by all the human race, 
And all will find a blissful resting place. 
Of many systems that would lead to bliss — 
We rarely find one so complete as this. 
As people dweH in valleys with delight, 
Sometimes superior to the mountain's height; 
Here's heav'n below, more glorious than abov^ 
A free reward of everlasting love. 

Most vainly Adam, and his consort Kve, 
Iiet the old subtle serpent them deceive-: 
The devil, who in a smooth form appear'dj 
Them with the love of useful knowledge cheer'd t 
He who was busy, with deception there. 
Most enviously surveyed the happy pair : 
He look'd upon them with a pleasing eye, 
And said, " indeed ye shall not surely die." 
He contradicted the Creator great, 
To lure our parents from their happy state- 
To draw thetn from fidelity to vice. 
And rob them of their blissftil paradise^ 
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Transformed as to an angel wise and good, 
lie was first liar who the truth withstood — 
The first enticer into sin, we see, 
To be transacted with impunity ; 
First preacher on the universal plan, 
That life is certain to rebellious man ! 
He who thus whisper'd in an ancient hour, 
Is bnsy still, With his alluring pow'r : 
Since his first smiling on our mother Eve, 
With his enchantments vilely to deceive ; 
He ne'er was known more warmly to engage. 
And fight the truth than in the modern age : 
His business seems much in the ancient line, 
By cunning falsehoods truth to undermine. 

The Prince of Peace, when on the ejarth, dedar'd, 
" If ye should die in sin, and unprepared, 
Where I shall go, it is the firm decree. 
You cannot come, cannot the kingdom see." 
" Not all that say, Lord, Lord, to me are blest, 
Nor enter into the eternal rest ; 
But only those who righteousness fulfil, 
Perform my great and heav'nly Father's will." 
Christ told of one, who with a dread surprise, 
In bitter tormeiYt lifted up his eyes ; 
He, in the depth of his unceasing pain. 
To cool his tongue^ for water call'd in vain. 

Man's foe appears, and sovVeign goodness feigni^. 
Opposes Him, who in his kingdom reigns ; 
He with a train of subtle reasoning cheers. 
That to dark man invincible appears. 
Tho' men continue in their sins, hell teach. 
To them salvation, universal preach ; 
Tbat tho' thro' life they should remain impure, 
To them eternaf happiness is sure. 
This old allurer into ev'ry sin. 
Delights to luH the wo||^ asleep therein : 
Hq tells the Universalist the lie. 
Fear not at all, " ve shall not surely die.*' 

He is. a busy whisperer to those, 
Decreed to life^ as fondly they suppose ; 

3 
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Tells tbeiD of the unchangeable decree, 

Fear not, "ye shall not surely die," sayshe« 

To some, who tamely follow satan's nod, 

He smiles on them, and says, '' there is no God." 

" There is (says he, when men to hivi incline} 

Mo revelation unto man, divine ; 

This is a theme the visionary feign, 

Beyond the grave there is no place of p^n : 

Some have no £ouls," he whispers in his plan ; 

There is no devil," he declares toman* 

Alas! our parents were brgnil'd, we see, 
To eat the fruit of the forbidden tree : 
They disobey'd-^they beauteous Eden sold, 
They lost God's image b^ transgression bold ; 
Put off tbeir robe of innocence and love. 
And holiness^ their garment from above. 
Yes, dear their vain and empty pleasure x:ost, 
For they tbeir master's living presence lost. 
They dlsobey'd the high, divine command, 
I)id not their season of probation stand. 
Most vainly they the law divine transgressed, 
And were expelrd from their delightful rest : 
They so incurr'd the great Creator's rod. 
They lost the life that's hid with Christ in God. 
For disobedience, judgment was their doom. 
Death took possession, with its dreaiy gloom. 

Yet we believe no guUt at all is laid. 
To infant's charge, for Adam's blunder mad^. 
Till they against the saving light transgress. 
And run, of choice, into unrighteousness. 
This we from scripture, and right reason^ draw, 
*^ Sins not imputed where there is no law." 
No law can reach the infant state an hour. 
Before reception of the mental pow'f. 
Those who no laws can hear or understand, 
For breaking laws what justu^them can land, 
In a deep pit of dark eternaf^pom f 
Or for a parentis sin to misery doom ? 
This can't be done, 'tis cle^, without dispute^ , 
So long as justice is an attribtite : 
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IVbile purest loVe the essence is complete. 
Of Him who deigns to fill the mercy seat« 

Soipe in a maie of deep delusion tell, 
Of infants not a span in length, in heU. 
Presumptuous men who hold to such a theme, 
The Deity most horribly blaspheme : 
Dark beings gloom'd in Babylonish night,- 
Who hath the shining of the gospel light. 
"The* soul that sins, that very soul shall die, ~ 
The father's sin upon the son can't lie." 
Now if no sin is charg'd upon the son, 
For that which was by his own father done, 
Far less will be be call'd upon at all, 
To bear the sin of ancient Adam's fall. 
The Prince of Peace, displaying love intense, 
Proclaim'd the state of children's innocence; 
Was he not like one almost fill'd with charms. 
When he enclos'd them in his sacred arms; 
" Youngf children suffer to come near to me ; 
Behold, for such the heav'uly kingdom's free." 

Tbo' man had fallen from his blissful stale. 
The Lord look'd down, in pity that was great j 
And seeing be had been deceiv'4Hn hearty 
And that np malice drew him to depart ; 
No vain presumption led him thus to flee, 
But 'twas the serpent's wond'rous subtlety \ 
And by the mediation of his mate, 
Man's social partner, in bis lonely state*-^ 
The great Creator, in his tender care, 
Foresaw a way the mischief to repair, 
Regain the loss, and fallen man restore; 
A nobler Adam than the one before. 
Was promis'd of a woman to be born. 
For man a ransdm from the state forlorn. 
As by a woman, man had been undone, 
When in temptation, by^the evil one ; 
So, in due time, he, by the sex that's fair. 
Should come impow'red, the injury to repair. 

^EzWciviO: tMfttzU. 13. 
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He who is migbty should appear, 'tis sdd. 

He, would prevail, and bruise the serpent^s head. 

That this should be in the appointed hour. 

To grant deliverance from the serpent^s powV. 

All this was in an after day fulfilFd, 

Just as the Father infinite had will'd. 

Lo ! he appeared from the divine abode, 

By th' dispensation of the Son of God« 

The Lord beheld his creature man undone, 

In great compassion sent his only Son : 

He who is gracious, ever good and wise^ 

Deign'd for lost man to be a sacrifice ^ 

In condescension for the world s great loss, 

Took human flesh, and died upon the cross} 

Whereby for man, in gloomy darkness stray'd 

A wretched captive, he the ransom paid. 

When he had yielded, and had took his flight 

He sent his spirit for an inward light ^ 

Illuminating all in darkness hurl'd ; 

^< He* lights each one that comes into the world :^ 

Inviting thro' the visitation day, 

To come from the captivity away : 

Entreating all to hear and understand, 

And come from Egypt to the promis'd land t 

That as the ransom now is paid complete, 

They may enjoy the everlasting seat. 

But man, in fact, can never walk the road. 
Advances make toward the blest abode, 
One step unaided, any more than can 
A dead man ris^, and be a living man. 
To raise the dead^ essential is the call. 
The voice of him who first created all ; 
So it remains an everlasting law, 
'' Nof man can come, except the Father draw.'' 
Then man must wait upon him for his hour, 
The season of extended love and pow V ; 
And when he feels the drawings of the Son, 
With ease and pleasure he the path may run, 

*Jolmi.?. f J«ihiivv44, 
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TRfs Hrhen the heart is freely drawn by grace. 
And then alone we run the heavenly race. 

When Adam sino'd, by Satan led astray, 
The Lord reprov d him in the cool of day ; 
So now we oft are call'd upon for sin, 
Just when the heart and all is cool within. 
This visitation from the living truth, 
Is oft extended to the ag'd and youth ; 
To all there is a most propitious hour, 
When they may hear the inward voice with powV. 
From the deep pit, wherein the sinaer lies, 
In death-like gloom, the call is t» arise y 
And when attention to the word is paid. 
The fallen creature may discern his aid. 
The voice is gracious, lo ! it sounds within, 
To woo the heart, and draw away from sin s 
The voice of wisdom, that was ever true 
The great Creator of the heart anew. 
The first old heaven and earth must pass away, 
A new be form'd, for righteousness to sway. 
Here's strength sufBcient granted, as we wait, 
To rise to life — to a triumphant state. 

When the transgressor feels condemned within, 
And deeply wounded, with the guilt of sin ; 
When he's oppressed with stings of conscience, there,. 
For faults, no mortal could to him declare ; 
Then is the time to listen, and to hear 
The still small voice that's sounding in the ear. 
This voice is wisdom, in the inward part, 
Tis Christ in spirit, knocking at the heart t 
He calls the deeper to awake, arouse ; 
^' Open to me, my sister and my spouse : 
My head is wet while knockit^ here, 'tis true, • 
My locks are fiU'd with the nocturnal dew.'* 
If man still cleaves unto his darling sin. 
And will not let the gracious knocker in ; 
If he then closes up his eye and ear, 
Will not the voice of truth and wisdom hear ? 
Nor pay attention to the word divine ; 
The light within,, that's brightly sent to shine u 

3t 
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Continues thro' his visitation day, 
The long repeated calls to diaobey. 
What then must be the consequence or cost f 
The glorious kingdom is for ever lost. 
There's no admittance, thro' the gate above, 
For those who will not hear the voice of love ; 
Without the city then the soul must dwell, 
Where satan, when cast out of heaven, fell : 
Thpre* murd'rers, cheats, and vile blasphemers crjr, 
And evVy fool that loves and makes a fie. 

Lo ! f Cljirist is no<w, as said a saint renown'd. 
Not by ascending, nor descending found s: 
The word from sin that calls thee to depart, 
Is very nigh thee, in thy mouth and heart* 
The call is sounded, and the light displayed, 
And all, have heard, but all have not obey'd.| 

Once in the fle^b, the meek Messiah came, 
And wrought great wonders by his potent name -: 
His H second coming is, indeed, within, 
Where he is calling to redeem from sin 
'Tis not consistent with the Jove that's free, 
To force one soul into felicity — 
To force to happiness indeed's a theme 
That's inconsistent to a great extreme. 
Man must obey the sacred call of grace, 
€)r he can never see his Maker's face ; 
And none can true, accepted subjects prove, 
Unless they do their Lord and Master love. 
A plain and easy, most consummate plan,. 

' Is form'd by wisdom for his creature man, 
To reach the promis'd and the peaceful land< 

' By love sincere, and heeding his command. 
In ancient times were requisitions three. 
So they remain for evermore to be ; 
To y ustly<lo, and also mercy love, 
And humbly walk before the Lord above. 
All must obey, though they probation find, 
And crosses trying to the carnal mind. 

* Bev. xiii. 16, t Rom. x A 7, S. t Rom. x. 16; 18. 

I Mm, xvi. % la. Col. i.^7. j Micafa; vl 8: 
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REDEMPTION Of MAN* S| 

*> *No man, saj'^s Christ, can my disciple be, 
Unless he takes his cross, and follows me." 
Altho' the leader, proving us, may call 
To little things, or those appearing small. 
Ijet none forget the language, where we read, 
*' The kingdom's like a grain of mustard seed; 
Atho' it was but very smaU to view, 
It, in the garden, with great vigour grew." 
We must ,be faithful, when with grace eadu'd, 
In little things, and those of magnitude* 

The invitation is to every soul, 
The love that flows, extends from pole to pole^— 
^'fCome look to me, ye who in gloom are hurl'd 
From the remotest corners of the world." 

Lo ! {wisdom cries, her solemn call repeats,* 
Her plaintive voice she utters in Uie streets ; 
How long will ye yet love, O simple ones, 
Simplicity ! O vain and foolish sons ! * 

And scorners in their jeering take delight, «* 

And fools hate knowledge, that would guide them right. 
Turn ye at my reproof, rebel no more. 
Then I will on you of my spirit pour. 
Because ye set my counsel all at nought. 
And would not heed instruction when I taught, 
I'll laugh when your calamity is near. 
And mock at you, when you are fiU'd with fear : 
When fear arrives, and makes all desolate. 
And like a whirlwind, your destruction's great ; 
When you of darkness see the fearful gloom^ 
And when distress and anguish is your doom, 
You will on me, in awful terror call. 
But I'll not answer, nor regard at all." 

There's one strait path, that leads to lasting gain, 
And one that's broad, the end of which is pain ; 
Come take your {hoice, O sons of men, be wise, 
Foi II as the tree falls so it ever lies — 
The soul that misses heaven loses all ; 
There's no redemption, from this pit no call. 

' >Iat. xvi. 24. t iMifafa; xly. S^, t Prov. i. f| Eecles. ji- ^ 
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Let every heart (th' important theme to sum) 

Flee from each evil, and the wrath to come ( 

Let one and all, from aged to the youth, 

Not fear the crosses in the path of truth. 

And let the children of the kingdom hear, 

Obey the call, that's solemn in the ear ; 

If tliey will not from vanity refrain. 

An awful sentence they must hear with pain : 

Many shall come, and flock from east to west. 

And with the ancient patriarchs shall rest } 

Shall sit within the kingdom of renown, 

Cloth'd with white robes, and with a golden crown. 

While those who were the kingdom's heirs, are cast 

In utter darkness, evermore to last 

Let those who have been taught of rectitude. 
Who children of the kingdom may be view'd*^ 
Who have been taught, while in the days of youtb^ 
The precious path of everlasting truth. 
Not wander from the strait and narrow way. 
Nor from the truth to sin and folly stray. 
Let no one give a tender parent pain. 
Nor wound the church, for ^' godliness is gain.'' 
Take heed to truth, and not the cross refuse. 
There's set before thee, life or death to choose. 
The faithful find, in pure religion gain'd, 
A hundred fold for all the loss sustain'd ; 
And at the end of this short race is found, 
A rest, where joys for evermore abound. 

Truth from the breast of worldly joys will wean, 
Support the mind through every tl*ying scene ; 
It is the aid of every weary soul, 
And keeps the heart in deep affliction, whole. 
'Tis lasting treasure — richest ever known,. 
The mighty rock, the sure foundation stone — 
Truth ne'er decay'd, nor will it ever fail. 
Nor o'er its power, the gates of hell prevail. 

Tho' wealth miglit vanish, as from Job renown'd^ 
Truth is the best supporter ever found ; 
Though stripp'd of spouse, and every joy terrene, 
'Tis the Bustainer, in the trytng scene*. 



«N rax TBXJf IflNISTBT, WAR, kc, ^ 

Should ikmine grimly i^are thee in the face, 
Lo ! there is granted aU-sufBcjeiit grace y 
Though thou the terrors of the grave might see. 
Just as t)ie day is, so thy strength will be. 
^Although the trees no more to bloom incline, 
Nor fruit appear that long adorn'd the vinC' — 
The olive fail her labour sweet to yield, 
And herbage cease from garden and from field — 
The fleecy flocks all vanish from the fold,, 
Nor field, nor stall, a living creature hold; 
Tet those who in Messiah trust alone, v 
Who build on Truth the sure foundation stone, 
Shall raise, with joy, a sweet triumphant voice, 
And in tbeir great salivation's God rejoice.'^ 



THOUGHTS 

6N the TRtJE MINISTRY— ON WA1V-<W UNIVERSAL PEAGIT, 
AND THE GLORIES OF THE PROMISED DAY. 



No WAN takes this honour on him, we are told, 
But be who is call'd, as was Aaron of old.f 
One rightly influenc'd the gospel to preach, 
Must be cloth'd in pure love universal to teach* 
Non-essential are arts— theological rules, 
And the learning in high estimation in schools. 
He who is enlivened the truth to impart. 
Proclaims with a power that reaches the heart* 
He invites us from darkness, delusion and harm, 
And out of Mount Zion he sounds an alarm. 
In the Sowings of love, he invites from the fall; 
Glad tidings proclaims, in his good-will to all. 
A watchman that's true, in the service he's fotind, 
Of the Lamb that was slain, rose again, and is crowned/ 
Just like the gooci man, from his heart we behold, 
lie brings forth his treasures of things new and old ; 

** Hab. iii. 18, 13. t Htfb.yA. 
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He calls us to beed the trae light that's within * 

That shows the great foil; and vileness of sin ; 

The great mental teacher, the wisdom that's best, 

To lead from dark Egypt to Canaan's true rest. 

He freely receives, and as freely he gives ; 

He preaches the gospel and of it he lives : 

To refuse when he's call'd by the highest control, 

Would land him in wo, and in death of the soul. 

He invites one and all, from the aged to youth, 

To justice and mercy— to dwell in the truth ; 

To humbly pursue the plain path, to true peace. 

In Messiah's own glorious reign to increase ; 

To seek for the riches, and pleasures of love, 

£njoy'd in their fulness, in heaven above ; 

The city of light, whose foundation is sure ; 

The rest that will through boundless ages endure ; 

Where prophets and martyrs, and angels are crown'd ; 

Whose Builder and Maker and King is renown'd. 

He calls us from war and its spirit to run. 

As we would the jaws of a crocodile shun t 

He tells us we need not an enemy fear, 

If we trust in the Lord ; if our faith is sincere, 

The mountains will move, and the hills skip away ; 

No enemy covet our lands in that day. 

The ancients, found gracious defence from above, 

As their faith was unshaken, and constant their love\ 

Penn, hifluenc'd by this, without weapon or strife, 

Abode with wild Indians, a peaceable life. 

Like him, let us trust in the name 6( the Lord ; 

the tower that is strong, his invincible word : 

Who trusts in his power that long has been prov'd, 

Shall be as Mount 2Uon, that can't be remov'd. 

The true Bishop waits, so bis strength doth renew ; 
The good of mankind is bis object in view. 
By him hath the wisdom most ancient been sought— 
The rich and the poor ace by bim freely taught ; 
As free as sunshine, or as rain from above : Hove^' 

^is a stream that springs fresh, from the source of pure 

* Jobti, i. 9. Rom. i. t^ 
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It runs like a river, the hour its reveal'd, 

From a garden enclos'd — from a fountain unsealM. 

It flows4ike a stream, with pure ardour to all ; 

To come to Mount Zion he sounds forth his call. 

On Lebanon^s mountains, no longer to stay j 

To come from the top of Amana away z 

From Sherin and Hermon — from lions' dens near, 

And bills and high mountains where leopards appear. 

To come from the seat, the source of all pride, 

Where rational creatures to misery sUde ; 

To come from all wars, from contention and strife, 

The p<7st of mankind, the destroyer of life. 

Men deafer than adders, and blinder than moles. 

Make war when the great prince 6f darkness contro}^. 

Like lions, and leopards, the wild beasts of prey, 

Behold ! in great fury their fellows they slay i 

Lo ! thousands of thousands are slain in the field. 

Where the engines of death and destruction they wield; 

Separating of men from their wives who are dear, 

And children from parents, who truly are near : 

Desolating of cities and nations in strife, 

And taking from millions the staff of their life. 

Give me leave upon you, O ye females, to call. 

To unite in a cause so important to all; 

Let the subject of love and of peace be your choice. 

Unite on the theme with one heart and one voice. 

That neighbours and states may in harmony dwell*— 

The extent of your interest you scarcely can tell. 

Come use your most fervent exertions, that those 

May dwell in true love, who were once hateful foes. 

Let the fair sex -united, their influence bend, 

That quarrels and wars, in the world may all end. 

Fear not, in truth's cause, O ye women, to run ! 

In Christ, both the male, and the female are one. 

To the rulers of nations and states raise your cry, 

And their power to sacrifice subjects deny. 

Inform them that shedding of blood is to cease. 

In the reign of Messiah> the great Prince of Peace ; 

That those wtnMlepari from his blest peaceful laws, 

Are not his good lubjecti oor true to his cause. 
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The weapons of war cease forever to wield, 
'Tis far from true honour to die in the field* 

How long ! ah, how long ! O most blest peaceful day^ 
By ancients foretold, wilt thou yet thus delay } 
When glittering swords are all beat to ploughshares, 
And pruning hooks made of the slaughtering spears : 
When the rising of nation Against nation is o'er, 
And the science of war none will learn any more ; 
When pride, hatred, malice, and murder shall cease. 
Superseded by love and the glories of peace. 

Were the great gospel light, the full force of bis rays, 
Unobstructed to shine, we might soon see the days ; 
When wars, and the Rumours of wars, would all cease. 
And the standard be rais^dy^f the great Prince of I^eaQc% 
Then nation no more against nation shall rise ; 
For famine and war, peace and plenty they prize. 
No widow nor orphan whose mourning is sealed, 
For a husband or father, who fell in the field. 
Of instruments war-like, unheard is the sounds; 
Instead of a curse, greatly blest is the ground. 
The horrors of war are not seen on the plain, 
Nor^arraent that's stain'd in the blood of the slain ; 
For a Child now is born, and a Son to us giv'n. 
His government's peace, on the earth and in heav'n ; 
His kingdom will stand with bold warriors, the test. 
And the government on bis own shoulders must rest. 
For wisdom and pow'r, he was anciently fam'd. 
And Wonderful, Counsellor, mighty God, nam'd ; 
Everlasting kind Father, and great Prince of ^eace, 
Whose blest, peaceful kingdom && reign, must increase. 
Till a joyful, sweet peace, universal is known, 
And for ever on earth he's established his throne. 
Enlist in the cause — O unite in the theme, 
'Tis not a rain thought nor chimerical dream. 
O rational beings, come lend all your aid, 
And the noble end answer for which you were made. 
Lo ! we were created for peace and for love, 
To honour and worship our Maker above. 
O cease fro u war''s spirit, and fervently pray 
For peace universal, the long promts d day. 
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«fiesAah there nilc.s — ^he's the great Prince of Peace ; 

Yes, under his government wars shall all cease. 

Of whose blessed reign 'tis the glory indeed, 

That the wolf and the Iamb, in one pasture can feed. * 

Here's an end to the sword, bombs &; cannons that roar, 

Xnd slaughtering arts none will learn any more : 

No kings force the people their battles to fight, 

Nor men who in War's fancied honours delight. 

Bold warriors united, all lay down their arms. 

In the spirit of peace and the love of its charms. 

The armies that long have infeisted the land, 

The greatest of scourges, with pleasure disband; 

No pirates are found on the seas to annoy ; 

Nor ships that are built, men and wealth to destroy. 

-Such vessels as Fulton the First, they have nam'd, 

Are totally useless, and no more are fam'd. ^ 

2^e world shoutsUfor joy — human carnage is o'er ; 

ns, nation shall rise against nation no more. 

The aged and those in the bloom of their youth, 
Delist to obey the plain dictates of truth : 
They^ll ^t let the lies of the serpent delude ; 
Nor treat their meek Saviour with ingratitude; 
Nor let him stand calling with mercy in view, 
Till brs head is all fill'd with the nocturnal dew. 
They^lf open the door of the heart with delight, 
Ere his locks are bedewM with the moisture of night 
In a£^ast of fat things, they together will join; 
They'll eat of his manna and drink of his wine. 
A covenant firm as the mountains wilt make, 
And their love and their duty will n«ver forsake. 

Here the youth with true wisdom the narrow way 
choose. 
The pleasures of sin^ &iid the broad way refuse : 
In shunning of vairfty, folly and strife, 
They find an increase of enjoyments in life ; 
Universal true justice and mercy they love, 
Walk humbly before the great spirit above. 

The people in union assemble, and wait 
On the King, who is gracious, eternal and great ; 

4 



They'll not be so ctark, or go Mind, or unwise, 
To let buibwidry, politics, trades, merchaiulifte 
From worship divioe, their attention allure. 
From treasures celestiali delightful and pure, 
lltfch time, old and young, 10 devotion emplov, 
And great is their peace, and sublime is their joy* 
-Some thousands of volumes that led the dear youfji, 
From virtue, from wisdom» religion and tmtbj 
Did many unguarded in mind captivate. 
To a region of gloom, to a labyiinth great : 
The people unite, with one heart .and one voice, 
Such books to commit to the flames,, and rejoice. 
Fi:om corrupt publicatiotis, the eye and the ear. 
They tarn to such books as enlighten and cheery 
Thro^ the various scenes that occur in the roziit' 
That leads to Messiah's celestial abode. 

Here is oMiferated the infidel's creed} 
No fool that would sow a deistical seed; 
f/len heed not the lies that some Jeeringly tcHl, 
That for eating an apple our first patients fell: 
There^s wisdom that aHma^^e<qrime understand. 
That is, rgross disobeying 4he laupreme command. 
A Voltaire, a Gibbon, Hume^ Byron, and Faine, 
Are known to be grossly deluded and vain. 

Here's an end to card players, ^ tboae who jure Uwijf^i' 
To all who are ^guilty of ingratitude. 
No slandering is 4cno wn, ^nd Apollyoa's vile tiandi 
Of swearers andliars^ sJI cease in the land. 
On the earth is not one of the vile, daring train. 
Who the name of the all*a wing judge takes in\ain.' 
Not a fool who would wish the commifthdments to breafk, 
To lie, curse and swear, all for fain fashion's s^e. 

The train of stage-players are attat an end ; 
A theatre, none on the earth will attend : 
We see them'^in flames in the cities around. 
As tho^ the Almighty «upon them had firown'd. 
Horse-racing, cock'^fighting, diversion of fools, v 

Are extinct, with wild duels and vain fencing schools ^ 
No druokardi, nor tippling houses are known. 
Nor poor hungry £anulies making their moait. 



iOrdisdtiin the vain thoughts of the caps and>xcess» 
CM* leaving their children and wives in distress : 
And people would live upon water and bread, 
Ere richly bj tippling profits be fed. 

From meeting together the jouth's all refrain, 
For converse, or plays, or diversion^that*s vain ^ 
The Deity*s iear'd, and behold, 'tis a day, 
When children, their parents with pleasure obey r 
They delight in the Lord, and in objects sublime; 
In mirth and in dancing, none waste predoiis timeie' ' 
They follow no courses^ rude, vicious, nor vain, 
That give tender parents affilctton and pain ; 
They never can plunge them in grief and in tears. 
Who trainM them with care from their infantile years; 
They'd sooner choose death than administer pain, 
To the breast that did them once so fondly sustaim 
All changes of fashion, to gratify pride, 
In dresS' and in language, are quite laid aside. 
Of the pleasures of sin not a youth will partake. 
When a crown 4hat^S immortal they know is at stake ; 
Nay, the pleasures of sin are extinct and all dead, 
Since the love of the Lord the whole earth has over- 
spread.*. 

Lo ! people love wisdom, have granted their choice, 
With knowledge that's saving, to- shun satan's voice. 
Against loving the worlds the old people take care, 
And the young against flying away in the air. 
Men and women stand ready, their neighbours to aid ; 
The once wretched world is a paradise made. 
All those who have plenty, assist those in need, 
(If any were founds and the hungry one's feed f 
They comfort the feeble and cover the bare. 
And rejoice that they're furnish'd with good things to 

spare. 
You that hold 'more than you can enjoy s great deal ; 
You that rose from a state that was low, can't you feelf 
Give alms, and not covet the vain empty sound. 
Of leaving great wealth when you're laid in the ground. 

When women and men from the fall are renew'd, 
A passionate temper is curb'd and subdu'd : 
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Wild passion ia fact is the vice of a fool, 

Who slights the true learning of wisdom's free scbqi^» 

A passionate man, like a drunkard insane, 

Turns order and peace to confusion and pain ; 

The voice of Xantippe, the face of a scold, 

We hear with contempt, and with pain we behold." 

No foals now are found, who, their palates to please, 

DtfStroy their own health and who die debauchees '; 

No gluttonSi nor great epicures, the world o'er, 

Such poor human creatures are seen now no more. 

None for fashion dress thin, and quite early in age. 
With consumptions thus vanish from this earthly stages 
Here's a watch- against loving of money and pridej 
Love of pow'r and numerous evils beside. 
From pride, many mischiefs and sorrows have flow'd ; 
It leads to distress, to destruction's abode. 

No oaths now are taken by aged nor j^outh, 
They're all superseded by speaking the truth ; 
A person would sooner choose death than to dare, 
False witness against any neighbour to bear* 
No vile persecutions, reUgious disputes j 
Pure love is the only religion that suits. 
No posts of great profit and honour allure. 
The object most sought is a kingdom more ^re : 
No men who to quarrel on politics meet ; 
No one who would covet an emperor's seat : 
On government-forms the dispute is no more ; 
Tbeocracy now is the form the world o'er. 

No forbidding to marry — no people so vain. 
Whose tenets would lead to unlink hymen's chain : 
Common sense they would never burlesque or degrade. 
When they know that the sexes for union were made. 

No one e'er by gaming his wealth would increase, 
For sure it would be at the price of his peace. 
Some men's ruling passioQ is gaming through life ; 
With vain, horrid oaths and much drinking and strife; 
Or other gross evils too tedious to name, 
That disgrace human nature, and common sense shame. 
They feel acute stings in the conscience for sin. 
Till all is like fire that is burning witbui. 



^fe tfieyliVe out one half of tbeir day in the wovldr 
Some commit saicide, and away they are burlM* 
The devil, no doubt, such a leap will admire ; 
Right " out of the frying pan into the fire.*^ 
No one from this horrible pit can arise ; 
The fire is not qnench'd, and the worm never dies* 
None now the poor Indians can drive from their soil. 
Where long they have hunted, with pleasure and toil ;, 
Men sell them no rum, neither cheat nor despise; 
By peaceful examples their minds moralize. 
Their generous heartd by good precepts we gain : 
None of them do their hands in their neighbour's blood 

stain; 
If we want fertile^ lands, or our states to increase^ 
Like Penn let us purchase, and long live in peace. 

No men who so far after money do soar. 
As to cros&the Atlantic, to Africa's shore^ 
And their poor feliow-creatur^s most ba«ely procure^ 
And sell them toboodage that's hard to endure. 
Long as Baal's false* prophets might auctioneers cry> 
No person they'd find a poor negro to buy ; 
'Tis firm as the Meot^w" and the Persians' decree, • 
That all wjgio come into the world should be free* 
No crying nor mourning of slaves in the land ; 
No person is'known^one of them to command ; ; 
No bard^ cruel heart to be found the woildo'er^* [safe. 
Who would lash the poor slaves till their back» are aH 
Or drive them to work for a tiard 'master's gain. 
When they've eat scarce enough human life to sostaiQ»> 
The eartfa^ corners are dark, and with cruelty fill'd,^ 
And many poor slaves have been cruelly kill'd t 
Oh ! the torturing shackles,, the gags and the chains, 
The hungerings, the thirstings, afflictionA-'and pidnf y 
The abuses inhuman, with scoin^gey and vod ! 
As tho' tfaerewasno^jay of judgment, nor God. - 
CHi ! crocodile hearty thy aecounttboumast pay f " 
There's approaching agr«at and a dire judgment day^> 
Thou hast stifled and crusfa'd, with an^ arrogant scorn^ 

Tlie fine human feelings, with which thoo^ wort b^n ^ ' 

• 4fi 
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Made war with conviction, and conscience hast none^ 

Thy heart is obdurate, like iron or stone ! 

Unless thou repent, 'twill not long be before 

Heaven's awful artillery against thee will roar ! 

In dread of the Great Mighty Judge, tholi wilt call 

On rocks and the mountains upon thee to fall. 

In eternal oblivion to hide thee, unknown, 

From his wrath and his fury who sits on the throne. 

All people on earth now m unity join, 
And love universal is known, that's divine. 
There's now no great need for the pastors to preachy 
Nor each one bis neighbour and brother to teach. 
Saying know ye the Ix>rd, let his love be increased, 
For all shall know him from the greatest to least. 
The covenant new, with its blessings pervade ; 
With spiritual Israel and Judah 'twas made t 
In ev'ry heart is a law placM to teach, 
Th&t none may his neighl^our defraud or o'er reach. 
All people on earth are redeemM from the thought, 
Since covetousness to extinction is brought. 

Old age pVesents peace that the world can't destroy^ 
A calm preparation for heavenly joy ; 
And the youth are elated, in raptures of love, 
In anticipating the pleasures above. ^ 

The cardinal virtues are truly possessed. 
In lieu of great evils the world is now bless'd. 
Here's industry, frugality, prudence and wealth. 
With justice and fortitude, temperance, health ; 
Faith, meekness, humility, patience and love. 
That flows from the source inexhausted above. 
Sin's scourges, the famine and pestilence, cease ; 
Of plenty and heahh there's a joyfiil increase. 
All stations and ages^-atl colours and ranks. 
Return for these favours, praise, worship and thank% 
They wisely attend to the light and the call. 
That leads to the state man was in ere the fall : 
Nay, thro' the removal of objects that let, 
They in heavenly places in Christ Jesus set. 
From a seat of distress, of corruption and viccf, 
The world is reoew'd to a sweet paradise.-^ 
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Behold ! at the dairn of the bright shiniDg da)r, 
The shadows must vanish and types flee away* ; 
The shadows of things that are good were, we find^ 
No longer than till reformation fenjoin'd; 
They now in as small estimation are grown, 
As in days of the ancients before they were known. 
The militant church in sweet peace and pure love^ 
Resembles, the church that's triumphant above; 
The leopard^ the wolf, and the Iamb are agreed ; 
And the child that is small the young lion can lead. 
No ravenous beast here is found to annoy; 
None in God's holy mountain to hurt or destroy. 
Here under the tree bearing figs men recline — 
^hey eat and they drink of the fruit of their vine : 
The bills and the valleys abundantly yield, [field. 

And the band that in peace sowM, in peace reaps the 
There's corn, wine and oil, all plenty in store, 
And blessing on ^blessing, till room for no more t 
Behold ! there are none now, to sound war^s alarm ; 
Nor on earth, nor the sea, one to do any harm : [west| 
From the north > and the south — from the east and the 
One peace universal, one sabbath of rest. 
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Hail ! Zion's Pilgrims, join the peacefbl soc%,. 
To yoa the notes of paradise belong, 
Td who were once in Egypt's land oppress'd. 
In gloomy darkness where yoi» founa no rest i 
Ye who attended to the cogent call, 
The glorious light and leader from the fall. 
£g37>tian pleasures, sought in days of yore. 
And Babel's glories give delight no more : 
The images set up on Dura's plain f 
The trumpet, harp, and organ's sound are vain": 

? Coftt. il n, and it. a f Heb. is. l(r> 



44 THC Messiah: 

To yon belong pure joys — triumphant strains;;; 
Messiah, in hb peaceful kingdom reigns. 

The prophet rapt infuture time begun ; 
Behold I *a virgin shall conceive a Son, 
And they bis name Immanuel shall call ; 
He'll be gtad-tidings, and great joy for all. 

Lo ! in the last,, tlie glorious latter day, 
The mountain wSere the people homage payj^ 
Where Zion's saints, the r*rincet>f Peace, adore^-^ 
Shall be exalted all the regions o'er ; 
As flocks of doves, unto the windows go, 
To it all nations of the earth shall flow* 

Behold ! the people diall in union cry, 
Let us ascend the holy mountain high, 
The house of Jacob's peaceful king to reach, 
And of his ways he freely us will teach. 
From Zion forth shall go the law thaf^s true.; 
His edict from Jerusalem that's new ; 
And he shall judge among the nation's great^ 
Rebuke the people in their warring state, 
They then shall beat their glitt'ring swords to shareiS, 
And pruning hooks shall make of slaughtering spears y 
No sword is drawn, nor guns like thunder roar, 
And men shall learn the arts of war no more.f 

Lo! every battle of the warrior bold, 
Is with great noise, in blood bis garments roU'^^^ 
But this, from w^r and wild ambition free,. 
Shall with the fire of burning fuef be. 
A fire that like a» oven burns within. 
To purely purge away the dross and tin* 
For unto us a peaceful child is born, 
A son is given in a joyful morn. 
The government shall on bis shoulder rest^| 
And in his reign shall every clime be bless'd* 
Another ancient thus his view displays, 
TJius saith the Lierd, there yet shall come thedaya^ 
When I will make a covenant that's, new, 
W4th Israel's bouse, and tribe of Judab too : 

, vii, H t UM^ ii. 8 to 4. | l8Alfth|iz. 5, 6, Ih' 



ni put my law into their inward parts — 
Ana fair and ptsdnly write it in their hearts : 
m be their Crod, and teach my gracious word» 
And they shall be my |>eople, saitb the Lord.* 
The first was writ on tables made of stone, 
But this in tables of the heart is known : 
The first a type, of riches, great and good, 
In meats and drinks and divers washings stood, 
Impos'd on Jews, until thegospel time, 
Until the High Priest ordered things sublime* 
Till he from blood of goats and calves would cal],t 
Till with bis blood he paid the price for all. 
By goffering and the sacrifice be made. 
For all the world the ransom he has paid, 
And in his love the helpless captive calls, 
To come forth from the gloomy prison walls^ 

So one might pay, in love sublimely kin<^ 
And ransom slaves in Barbary confin'd : 
To pay the sura would be of no avail. 
Should they to come fi^rth from the prison faiL 
The ransom's paid, yet marvellous to tell i 
The slaves choose in that foreign clime to dwell ; 
The words of truth they will not understand. 
When told the sweets of free Columbia's land ; 
Their Ifriend invites them, with a plaintive voice, 
?ut lasting bondage is their foolish choice ! 

Christ paid man's ransom,, visits, woos, invites. 
To taste pure pleasures, and supreme delights ;. 
He calls from Egypt, to the rest that's true ; 
From BabePs bondage to Jerusalem new. 
Hejs the true light, of all in darkness burl'd. 
Am] lights each one that comes into the world.} 
Those who are lost will not by truth be sway'd,^ 
For all have heard, but all have not obey'd. 
Blood and burnt offerings, sacrifice for sin. 
Taught by the law, he had no joy therein : 
Said, " lo ! I come thy holy wiU to do." 
He nulls the old, establishes the new :|| 

• Jc^r. xxxi 31,&c. Heb. viii. 8. t Heb. U. 10, 13v tJ^tn^*-^' 

A Heb. X. . 
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By which he calU to scenes of joy above-*-* 
The blood of Christ was shed for all in lovej. 

The law of shadows, made in daysof yote^, 
In estimation was to' be no more ; 
To vanish like a morning cloiid away, 
At the bright shining of the gospel day : 
The founding of the covenant in the hearty 
So the Messiah, outward, must depart* 
For you it is expedient, I say, 
That I should pass from this abode away. 
If I continue in this region here. 
The Comfortei' will not to yon appear j 
If I depart, the Comforter I'll send^ 
Thro' every scene that's trying to attend: 
And when this tefiching spirit's come, he'u guid^r 
You in all truth, and will with you-abide.*** 
He call'd the ancients, in his boundless tcnudy. 
His calls are yet in spirit from above ; 
The voice is heard; the covenant is made. 
Behold, the call must be in love obeyM. 

When wisdom utters her inviting cri^s, 
Hear me ye simple — O ye fools, be wise : 
And wheathe sun,.tfaat rules the gospel day, 
Would light us from Egyptian glootif, away)^- 
Let none despond V but as the guide indines^ ' 
Pursue the journey, while -his glory sbinex.- 

Too few, alas ! regard the rays of light, 
They lovie the dark, and wander in the night ; 
Tefhere add there a willing heart is found, 
To mind the call, to bear the trumpet sound ; 
Illuminated, these the path pursue, 
To Zion's mount, to the Jerusalem new ; . 
Whose builder is the glorious Prince of Peace ; 
Whose kingdom long must prosper and increase'. 
As individuals to the cause subscribe. 
Some from a city, and from evVy tribe ; 
They rise like trees, that gospel fruits produce^ 
Sali^brious^ sweet, and fit for ev'ry use%. 

• John xvl. r, 18.. 



The fruits of peace, cementing love andjoy. 
The world caoH give, nor oil J»er ,powers destr<^. 
These like the willows by the waters grow, 
/They stand iftnii^HrM by the winds that blow. 

Tet moce Uiere are who take of these a vieWj 
Allttr'd by love that's an^ioDt, «9veet and new : 
They're drawn to «se€t, where they miite, and 
As with one heart to Zion^s stancbrd flow : 
Here they aaginent, in wisdom^s path of pea%i^ 
And multiply, a marvelknis increase ; 
Till cities, states, and nalionif^ with delight^ 
And all the kingdoms of the world unite I 

The Lord iiere reign*— the '4iabita«ts rejoice, 
With one hanoionious, ovie trifHnf^iant voice i 
The battlers wopi, t^e victory *sobiiuB'd ; 
HelFs ghastly tyrant in his dvuigeoB's chainM ; 
Peace reignso^er all — ^to love, each heart indinesi 
Lo ! Eden's found — millennial glory chines : 
True knowledge now extends from pok to pole. 
As in their orbs thft^ighty plaiieto B0& 
Ye bards «f peace, the glorious tidings bring; 
Behold ! the dumb shall balleljyah sing : 
The blind receive with thankfulness their sight ; , 
The cripple Walk with wonder and delight ^ 
The deaf shall hear, the dead to life he rais'd^ 
And with one voice, the king of glory praisM* 

See love abound, no tongue nor pen can tell, 
And brethren in unshaken union dwell ; 
All Jars shall cease, and (alsebood be unknown^ 
And justice reign on her exalted throne. 
The sword is sheathed the spear is raisM no mor^ 
Peac^ round the world her golden btessings poui:. 
No nation shall against another rise, 
Nor warrifurs meet, with fiiry in their eyes ; 
Nor hills, nor vales, be stain'd with human gore. 
The thundVing cannon shall be beai^d no more. 
The schools, to teach the arts of slaughter, ceasc^ 
And wild ambition ends in love and peace : 
And while the sweets^ of unity pervade, 
Each one with pleasure grants hU n^hbour ailft.;. 
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Pure odours rise to him who reigns abovi^ 
A precious inceiise of unmiogled love. 

Liong yeari^ of war^ pale scenes of wmit, be gone^ 
And let. the bright, unclouded morning dawn ; 
Auspicious babe^ be bora and spring to light. 
Dispel the gloomy darkness of the night. 
Lo ! nature hastes her garlands here to bring, 
With precious incense of a joyful spring. 

Fear not, O raen^ the Lord hath in bis view, 
Great things indeed, and marvellous for you; 
Fear not ye fair, but in the truth be bold. 
He'll not from you consoling loye withhold } 
Be not afraid, O true and faithful youth, 
Tour basis is the long proved rock of truth : 
Be not afraid, ye shepherds of the fields 
For lo ! the valleys, verdant pastures yield. 

Sec Eshcol's clusters evVy region cheer ; 
No more in mourning Calvary appear. 
See morning stars most brightly shine and sing, 
And »ons of God unmingled ofFVings bring ; 
Rejoicing in pure songs of love unfeigned ; 
Lo ! here^^s delightful paradise regain'd 

Behold, Mount Horeb's lofty head appear, 
And all the trees in verdant blooming cheer : 
See Lebanon with joy exalt his voice. 
And ev'ry cedar tall and green rejoice. 
Behold Mount Zion oVr the mountains reign^ 
And hills, like lambs when skipping O'er the plains- 
-See joyfiil too, and in the midst oCthem, 
The holy city, New Jerusalem. 

See fragrant clouds from Sharon's valley rise, 
And CarmePs flow^'rs with odour scent the skies 5 ♦. 
The vine shall yield her cool refreshing shade, 
And grapes of which delicious wines are made. 
The wheat and barley their choice riches yield. 
And he who sow'd shall reap the fertile field. 

The thirsty traveller, with 'glad surprise. 
Sees springs of water in the desart rise ; 
And where the swain was faint with hopeless toif. 
On barren wilds, there's now a fertile soil. 
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Lo 1 here's a feast of fatted things that please, 
And luscious wines, well purified from lees ; 
The world is filPd, an inexhausted store, 
Till men and women can enjoy no more. 
Of this blest reign the glory is indeed. 
That wolves and sheep in one enclosure feed : 
The steer and tyger meet in perfect peace, 
The carnage Cf( the furious lions cease ; 
The foxes and the little lambs agree, 
They feed in concert on the mountains free ; 
The twining snake, so long inclined to bite, 
Has lost his venom, and is harmless quite : 
The feather'd race, in peaceful notes can sing ; 
The flowers of the verdant valley spring. 
Beneath the shade of Eden's fruitful vine, 
In sweet repose, the young and old recline ; 
There they rejoice — the sweets of joy increase, 
While they behold a universal peace : 
While they behold, in an exulting state. 
An end to war, and all it horrors great. 

See Babylon, that rul'd the nations o'er. 
Fall from her glory and be seen no more t 
See multitudes obey the voice that calls * 
Them from the failing shelter of her walls ; 
Her long lov'd pleasures and her sins forsake. 
That they may not of her sore plagues partake. 

And lo ! the merchants of the earth shall weep, 
And be for her in lamentation deep ; 
In sackcloth clad, for silks in use before, 
For men will buy their merchandize no more^ 

The harper's voice, the sweet musician's sound, 
No more shall in thy spacious streets be found ; 
No more in thee shall shine the candle's light, 
Nor bride, nor bridegroom's voices give defight. 

See peace triumphant— hearts remote from strife, 
United in the glorious path of life : 
See those who yet are in their youthful days^ 
With joy and gladness their Redeemer praise ; 
The parents joy, the wiiling balmy youth, 
Are Durs'd in peace, in harmony and truth ; 
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Are taught to love, tbeir Maker to obey, 
And never wish from wisdom's path to stray, 

O, he prepar'd for the delightful morn ! 
As a fair bride will for her spouse ^dorn : 
Rejoice ye mountains, and ye val/eys wide. 
As a bridegroom rejoiceth o'er his bride. \ 

Rise peaceful Salem, rise, appear in view, -j 

And O descend Jerusalem that's new J | 

See distant tribes in crowds thy courts adorn, . 
And sons and daughters, who are yet unborn ; 
Whose heart-felt pray'rs, and pure incessant cries. 
Like precious incense shall perfume the skies. 

See nations barb'rous, dark and wild before, 
Bow in thy temple — in thy streets adore. 
See distant kings, long time at war and strife. 
Live in pure love and harmony through life ; 
With hearts sincere, and minds serene and true. 
The glories of the promis'd land in view. 

See heaven in most consummate beauty shine, 
Illuminating with a light divine : 
See from the portals, pure transparent rays, 
Its inmost glory thus unveil'd displays. 
No more shall suns diffuse their shining light, 
Nor silver moons their lustre in the nighty 
But swallow'd up in brighter shining rays, 
One scene of glory, one transcendent blaze, 
O'erflows the city, where the ransom'd meet ; 
Tide's beauty, peace, and holiness complete. 

Though rocks should melt and mountains fade away, 
The rivers dry, and verdure all decay ; 
The elements with fervent heat dissolve : 
The earth no more around the sun revolve : 
The covenant with times and seasons fail ; 
Thick darkness o'er all bidundless space prevail ; 
And suns and moons, and each terrestrial world. 
Be from their stations and tlieir orbits hurl'd; 
Yet fix'd his love — invincible his pow'r, 
And high and strong his ancient royal tow'r ; 
His kingdom, glory, majesty remains ; 
Messiah, in his peaceful kingdom, reigns. 









ON THE MINISTRY, 

AND 

WOMEN'S PREACHING. 



No man taketh this honour anto himself, but he that is called of God^ 
as was Aaron. Heb v. 4* 

Male and female are all one iq Christ Jesus. Gal. iii. 28. 



Let none in haste invalidate tny theme. 
Nor it beneath a fair inspection deem. 
Let not Columbia's citizens refuse 
The rustic numbers of a farmer's muse : 
A lonely peasant might the courtier teach ; 
An humble layman to the learned preach ; 
One far advanc'd, might be inforra'd by youth, 
The boundless value of religious truth* 
Let all inspect the basis where they stand, 
Build on the rock and not upon the sand. 
Come view the ground, to know if firm and good* 
On which some churches have for ages stood ; 
Let doctrines fairly be produced for test, 
Though predecessors might have thought them bei^t. 
Fear not, for gold well purified before, 
Will nothing lose by trying it once more. 

This world was form'd and glorious orbs that shine, 
And human beings, by a power divine : 
But sad indeed, to contemplate and tell, 
Man, in probation, from his station fell^ 
After his sin, behold ! the object great, 
Is to redeeip him from his fallen state ; 
God sent bis Son to offer a reprieve. 
That whosoever would on him believe 
Should never perish by the prince of strife, 
But be renewM to everlasting life. 
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Among the means, well thought by wisdom fit, 
To rouse mankind from the benighted pit, 
He qualifies some humble ones to teach, 
The gospel with authority to preach. 
Let none conceive that scientific rules, 
Or all the learning ever gain'd in schools, 
Though highly valued in its proper place, 
And very useful to the human race — 
Although the student high degrees may take, 
That this a gospel minister can make. 
By all the force of brightest human parts, 
And study through the theologic arts, 
Men can no sooner make a true one there. 
Than a triangle model out four-square. 
The work is His, for whom we cannot plan, 
He who dispenses gracious gifts to man. 
He who dictates, in his own time and hour, 
What must be utter'd in his name and power. 
Some at the schook their speaking talents gain^ 
While others, theirs more privately, attain. 
The learn'd can move in a sublimer sphere, 
Display bright talents, and delight the ear; 
The more unlearn'd, and ignorant, are fain, 
By coarser means their proselytes to gain ; 
Both artificial — they cannot unfold 
Pure gospel truths, like holy men of old, 
Who spoke with an authority well prov'd, 
Just as they by the Holy Ghost were mov'd.- 
By |;tiental powers, by art and study great, 
Some men may gospel preachers imitate ; 
Much fervour seem sincerely to impart, 
From sparks they kindled in the head and heart : 
Such may observe what by a prophet fam'd, 
Was, with great power, in ancient days proclaim 'd- 
** I sent them not, they went without my word, 
And shall not profit people, saith the Lord."*}:/ 
" Behold ! all ye who kindle up a flame,. ** 
Yourselves, surround — enliven with the same, 

* Peter, i. g. t Jer. xxUi, 33. 



WOMEN^S PREACHtNG. ^ 

Walk by your fire, and strange alluring light, 
By sparks ye kindle, in the gloom of night ; 
But this shall ye for all your labour gain, 
Ye shall lie down in sorrow and in pain."^ 

The call must frcMn another source arise, 
That for true gospel labour qualifies : 
It is an imputse from the realms above — 
A stream of pure, a flame of heavenly love. 
" Let prayers, said Christ, unto the Lord extend, 
That he will labourers in his harvest send." 
'^When he ascended to the high abode, 
He gifts dispens'd, in love that freely flow'd ; 
He gave apostles, who with wisdom came, 
Evangelists, and teachers in his name : 
For the perfecting of the saints, the free, 
Important office of the ministry ; 
For edifying of the church that's true, 
In faith and love, Christ's body to renew. 
Till all might in the precious union run, 
In faith and knowledge of God's only Son, 
The measure of a great advancement know, 
And to the stature of perfection grow.''f 
In Christ's bright day, he sent them in his name. 
Glad gospel tidings freely to proclaim, 
Christ changes not — is as he was before, 
Same yesterday, to-day and evermore. 
An ancient said, *' the Lord in love to save. 
To me a tongue that's like the learned gave. 
That I should know how to revive the weak,^ 
A word in season to the weary speak. J 

When Balaam his enchantments laid away,. 
And set his face toward where Israel lay. 
The spirit of the Lord upon him came. 
Then he could speak in wisdom's holy name. 
So now should men relinquish every plan, 
That are the efibrts of the carnal man ; 
Sil down resign'd, in humble patience wait. 
On him whose love flows to the lowly state } 

* Isa. 1. 11. t Eph. iv. 8 to 13. t Isaiah, t^. 
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As in days past the spirit would be shar'd, 
And joyful tidings in his name declar'd. 
Let none from waiting think we are releas'd^ 
Nor smile, and ssiy, the spirit long has ceas'd : 
I'll tell thee, friend, if thou wilt lend an ear. 
To whom its ceas'd — to those who will not bear. 
To those who in their unbelief withdraw 
From the new rov'nant, from the inward law. 
To those who wait, and true attention pay, 
He is the same as in a former day : 
He is to those who humbly seek his fold^ 
The same to-day, as in the days of old. 
Although the spirit, as in days of yore, 
Might on our sons and humble daughters pour^ 
Let us for truth this sentiment receive, 
They might be present, and we not believe. 
The prophets and apostles were unknown, 
Though they with lustre like the planets shone. 
Behold the Jews ! how very dark and blkid, 
They knew not him who came to save mankind. 
To teach the flock, as plain as day appears, 
The Holy Ghost alone made overseers.* 
*Twas this indeed that qualified a man. 
Before the great apostacy began. 
'Twas from above, that they receiv'd their call ; 
" How shall they preach, unless they're sent, f says PauL 
No man assumes thi^ consecrated place, 
Unless, like Aaron, be is call'd by grace."J 
He must attend the Christian's school that's free, 
Learn patience, meekness, and humility. 
First, nature's deeds' must all be mortified, 
And fleshly lusts condemn'd and laid aside ^ 
The man put oflf that wickedness pursu'd — 
The new one form'd, that is with grace endu'd. 

Can women pass, as well as men, this change t! 
That they cannot, is doctrine, new and strange : 
All will the plain affirmative admit ; 
Then women may for ministers be fit : 

^ Acta, n. 28. t Bom. x. 15. t Heb. y. 4 



women's PBEACHITfO. 6$k 

Yes, male and female are described as one. 
In Him who is the ever-ruling Son. 
Did Paul, the gentile's great apostle, teach 
No woman may, in public, pray or preach i. 
He thus himself would contradict, we find. 
With a dark cloud illuminate mankind. 
What he once said, with prejudice is view'd, 
And consequently grossly misconstru'd. 
Paul, well enlighten'd with the gospel sun, 
Has said, '' in Christ are male and female one." 
Then grant her leave her soothing voice to raise^ 
Above sweet music's modulated lays. 
Let her in truth's most precious cause appear^ 
In higher strains than notes to please the ear> 
If in Christ Jesus they with men are one, 
Why may they not on gospel errands run f 
Mind your own calling, O ye fair, unite, 
And firmly stand for your invaded right. 
Of which no human power can you divest,. 
More justly than of everlasting rest. 

This theme concerns not you alone, I know, , 
But all the church that's militant below ; 
Tq all who worship in the truth, esteem- 
It is a deeply interesting theme. 

In the creation man was nobly made, 
United with his precious female aid ; 
A partner pleasant, social and completCi 
A kind assistant, and a true help-meet. 
None who their station, in blest Eden know> 
View them unequal, either high or low : 
They are, by those who certain knowledge gain> 
View'd as one flesh, and not distinct or twain. 
Fair is her model, and her talents bright — 
Her eye, O man ! as keen as thine for sight ; 
And she is furnished with a finished ear. 
As quick and certain as thy own to hear. 
Thy equal, in an understanding heart. 
In things divine, that wisdom may impart.. 
Profuse in blessings, nature has, we know 
On her bestow 'd of thoughts an easy floi^,. 
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United with tlie doquence of speech, 

Full equal to the gift of men, to teach : 

And when with light, and heavenly grace endu'if^ . 

She's like a star of the first magnitude. 

! how delightful are the virtuous fair ! 
How sweet the union of the happy pair— 
The husband's crown, is his dear, faithful wife, 
His most complete felicity in life. 

However Eve, might after sinning stand. 
And in whatever situation land, 
The first blest station is regain'd by all 
Who rise to life, renew'd from Adam's fall : 
Within the kingdom of the Prince of Peace, 
All government but that of love must cease. 

Those w ho prohibit women now to teach, 
Glad tidings in the gospel day to preachy 
Deny that females have so high a call, 
Raise an objection from the words of Paul : 
^ In churches let your women silence keep, 

1 grant them nopern^iysion there to speak; 
Let them if they more knowledge yet desire, 

Of their own husbands, when at home, inquire."* 
He does not say that women must not teach, 
When they're impelPd by purest love to preach ; 
But more like this ; let those whom you have there,. 
Who in the gospel have no lot or share, 
'*Your women," who are talkative, untaught 
In Christ the Way, must be to silence brought :. 
Impert'nent questions cause debates and heat, 
And vain contentions when the people meet, 
For them to cavil is a shameful sight, 

g>me married women drew him thus to write) 
t tliem, when met, from idle questions cease, 
Which there disturb the congregation's peace. 
The women there, thus spoken to by Paul, 
Includes not those who had a gospel call. 

Preaching and prophesying are, we find, 
One simple thing, in this apostle's mind y \ 
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TVhich is to speak or publicly proclaim, 

"To edification in the sacred name ; 

And comfort,"* in the strength he lov'd the most, 

The pure influence of the Holy Ghost. 

In that epistle some presume to say, 

Paul grants no woman leave to preach or pray ; 

He gives the fair a standing rule we find, , 

When in such public exercise to mind. 

For women, when they prophesied or pray 'd, 

How they should be before the church array'd. 

To give a rule for women when they preach, 
And silence them that they may never teach^ 
Must foreign be from common reason view'd j 
Paul was indeed with better sense end u'd. 
lou who have eyes, search for yourselves and see. 
And not rely on what is said by me ; 
Investigate, with an attentive mind, 
And not confide in teachers who are blind. 
Tis strange indeed, that men no better know, 
Than force the saint himself to overthrow. 
But men will in a crooked path be led, 
With human learning, when right reason's fled ; 
Or when our carnal interested views. 
Cloud wisdom's rays, and light and truth refuse. 
" Ask of the learned, says one, the learn'd are blind, 
This bids to serve, and that to shun mankind.^' 
Paul ne'er was lost, nor yet eclips'd in sight, 
So as his own Important themes to fight. 
We may discern by nations of the land. 
In wars intestine they can never standi 
Should Satan cast the prince of devils outj 
His kingdom then must fall, without a doubt. 
A family divided, void of sense, 
A fall of them must be the consequence. 
Just so in doctrine, should the learned Paul, 
Make war with his own sentiments, he'd fall. 

The dispensation of the ancient seers. 
Admitted women, plainly it appears : 

* I Cor. xiv. 3. t X Cor. xl. 6. 6. 



58 ON THE MiNirraT, Asm 

Men spoke not in that favour'd day alone. 
For Miriam was a prophetess well known : 
And Deborah, who surely had her call 
From Him, who is the ruler over all : 
She was a judge in Israel, it is said, 
One by internal inspiration led. 
This noble woman, in her day, was viewed, 
A shining star, of the first magnitude ; 
In Israel was for great achievments known. 
Above the men she for her wisdom shone. 

After the birth of the great Prince of Peace,. 
Who came, the world from mis'ry to release ^ 
His parents, as the law dictated, went 
Before the Lord, the infant to present ; 
And humbly there to offer sacrifice, 
To the Creator, merciful and wise. 
A prophetess, one Anna, whose delight, 
Was serving her Cri^ator day and night,^ 
Just at the instant in the temple went, 
And thank'd the Lord, who is omnipotent : 
Of this blest child she spoke, in purest love, 
To all who sought redemption from above*. 

This then was spoken, audibly we find. 
To those who were to seek the truth inclin'd ; 
Assembled in the temple, in the place 
Of public worship for the Jewish race : 
Here not a few were by the woman taught, 
She spoke to all who for redemption sought : 
Is it not then strange doctrine that can teach 
The godly fair, that they must never preach f 

Did Christ, when teaching truth at Jacob's well^ 
Forbid the female proselyte to tell 
Great and good tidings ? '^this is Christ,'* she cried^t 
And of him in the city testified ; 
That many there her message well receiv'dy 
And on him as Messiah they believ'd. 
To visit them^ the people him besought. 
And lo ! he tarried there two days, and taught. 
" Now we believe," some others to her cried, 
Not only for what thou hast testified,.. 



For we hare heard him, and are well agreed; 
And know that this b Jesas Cftirigt indeed ; 
Saviour of men, who are in darkness hnrl'd, 
The great and kind Redeemer of the world."* 

One ctrcnmstance might aptly here be view'd, 
By those who think a woman's preaching rude, 
SoDie women who for piety were fam'd, 
A theme of greatest consequence proclaimed ; 
They had tite honour, at the first to spread 
The news that Christ was risen from the dead. 
After the resurrection of our Lord, 
His fnends assembled faithful to bis word : 
Twas his instruction and command to them, 
^ Wait for the promise at Jerusalem^ 
Which in due time must there accomplish'd be. 
The father's promise ye have heard of me, 
That John wit^ water once baptiz'd is true ; 
Bpt lo! the Spirit there shall baptize you. 
And when on you the Holy Ghost shall show'r 
To call on men, ye shall receive my powV, 
And ye shall then be witnesses for me. 
In Canaan's land, and far -beyond the sea." 
Then he, who had his humble people cheer'd. 
To their great pain and wonder disappear'd : 
His work was nnish'd, then he took bis flight, 
And lo ! a cloud receiv'd him from theirf sight. 

From Olivet, the mount of ancient fame^ 
They then retir'd and to Jerusalem <^ame ; 
And as commanded, there they humbly wait. 
Upon their master, gracious, good and great : 
On him in faith, devoutly they attend. 
Who promis'd them the comforter to send, 
The truth's pure spirit, into truth to guide. 
Which was with them for ever| to abide. 
The pow'r of pray 'r and supplication then. 
Was pour'd upon the women and the men : 
They did as they were well instructed, wait| 
It was a pure solemnity, so great, 

^ John It. 1 Aets.i c4 John iit. 16, 17. and itL 7. IS. 
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It brings to view what a divine relates ; 

At breaking of the seventh seal, be states, 

He saw, where reigns supreme celestial powV, 

** Silence in heaven the space of half an* hour." 

With one accord, th' apostles, in one place, 

Were met; and found the promised day of grace ^ 

The Holy Spirit's great effusion there, 

Fell on the men and on the godly fain 

This was the morn of the most glorious day, 

When types and shadows were to flee f away j 

That dispensation, fav<5ur'd once and good, 

In meats, and drinks, and divers washings, stood, 

And ordinances of a carnal kind ; 

Adapted to a weak, external mind ; 

Impos'd, until the reformation time,| 

The day of the great antetype sublime* 

Here they the substance of the shadoH^ found, 

The scene with love and heavenly life was crown'd : 

Lo ! they were then with powV divine endu'd. 

To preach Christ Jesus to the multitude : 

Through every heart the Holy Spirit run ; 

*^ In Jesus Christ are male and female one : [broke ; 

Their cups o'erflow'd — mouths open'd — hearts were 

They, as the Spirit gave them utterance spoke." 

At this sublime, and solemn, glorious state, 
The multitude were in amazement great ; 
But Peter, fiU'd with the Holy Ghost, was bold, 
Stood on bis feet, and all the people told, 
** This scene that you behold, with wonder here, 
Is that foretold once by an ancient seer : 
The days shall come, unlike the days of yore, 
Upon all flesh my Spirit I will pour ; 
Your sons and daughters then inspired shall be ; 
Old men dream dreams — young men shall visions see i 
And on my servants and handmaidens, I 
Will pour ray Spirit, and they'll prophesy". || 

The women doubtless, spoke with fervour here, 
They'd been, like men, Christ's witnesses sincere } 

♦ Rev. viii. 1. t Cant. il. 17. J Heb. ix. 10. |i Joel iiiJ8, 29. 



They preached, or ebe what Pet€r held to view. 
Could not have been, without exception, true. 
If women had not spoken there with weight. 
That prophesy could not to thig relate: 
Were daughters not, ai well as sons, to preach ; 
HandMMds, as weH as other servants, teach, 
That prophesy would sacred records stain ; 
A falsehood miist for evermore remain. 
Who this to say, would ever be beguiled ; 
A sentiment, blasphemous, gross and wild. 

We find thai Philip, an apostle great, 
A deacon and a minister of weight. 
Had, if we may in saered writ confidei 
Four virgin daughters, and they * prophesied. 
No doubt but PUKp, and the churches round, 
United wiih^the» nufiislry as sound. 

'« I do,'^ says Paul, the Roman's faithfiil friettd, 
" Our sister Phebe to yoa recommend f* 
And our translators have been pleasM to say, 
*^ The scRVANT of the chvrch at Cencbrea.^' 
The leam'd, who are to search the Chreek, india'd, 
Assert she was a minister, iktx Sod. 
Translated servant, doubtless, with design 
To hide her office, in the gospel line. 

In history, is Phebe banded down. 
For gospel labours, one of great renown : 
She preach'd to Romans and to Greeks they tell, 
And the remote Barbamns knewt her well. 

Paul greets Priscilla add Aquillatoo, 
Brings them as feHow-labowers to view : 
We of Priscilla and her partner find, 
That they were persons qualified in mind ; 
That they were teachers greait Apoilos. found, 
Who co^ld with cilearpes^ go&pel tru4^ !^ exfKMiad 

** Salute Trypheoa, and Tryphosa too^ 
Says Paul, who laboqr'4 in the Lord £or yoii. 
Present lovM Persis my saluting w^rd, 
Who much with 113 balb labourVl in {j this I.«ord.'' 

* Acta xxi. 9. f Rom. xvi. 1. t Theodoretf u cited bf Claiisoa. 
S Acts sviU. 24| ». 11 aom. Avi. 12. 
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AgaiQ some women are describe by Patil, 
* Who laboar'd with him in the gospel * call/' 

Woald be thus femak preachers recommend, 
And be to them as father and a friend, 
And then, alas, command them not to teach, 
That they indeed must neither pray nor preach ? 
You who can in so gross an error slide, 
^is time, in fact, that you were rectified* 
' Twas far from ancient men, including Paul, 
To quench the sfHrit^i^stop the gospel call ; 
To silence her that's fill d with tidings glad ; 
Who's with tb^ garment sacerdotal clad : 
Fiird with pure ardour sinners to allure, 
To seek a city with foundations sure. 

Have we not read, and ought we not to know. 
Just where it listeth, there the wind must blow f 
And human vision is loo weak to see. 
Where it began, or where the end may be. 
Just so it is with th* ministerial tribe, 
And man- must not truth s leading circumscribe : 
In Jesus Christ are male and female one, 
When she is sent, pray let the woman run: . 
When rightly calPd and qualified to teach, 
Let her the gospel of glad tidings preach : 
'Tis not for man the Spirit to control. 
Nor stop the heavenly bodies when they roll. 

THE DELUGE. 



From ancient Adam two great families came, 
Each fi^ere distinguished by a different name ; 
Unlike in nature and the paths they trod, 
Were call'd the sons of men, and sons of God. 
The sons of men descendants were of Cain, 
Whose race were^ossly dissolute and vain ; 

• PhiL iv. 3. 
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The sons of God, were Scth's religious race. 
They highly valued piety and grace. 
When men on earth were greatly multiplied. 
And daughters born whose fame extended wide ; 
The sons of God, remiss in watchful care. 
Beheld the daughters of Cain's race were fair } 
An intercourse familiar then arose, 
And they took wives of any whom they chose. 
However they might be deprav'd before. 
This aggravated their trangression more : 
In nuptial ties they with strange wpmen mix'd, 
Whereby on them destruction's, seal was fix'd. 
The Lord then said. " my Spirit shall not strive 
Always with man, to save his soul aliv<*, 
Because he's flesh — I now indeed decree, 
One hundred twenty years his days shall be.' 
God with displeasure view'd the sinful state 
Of man on earth, whose wickedness was great ; ^ 
Whose whole delight, and each pursuit were vaia> 
Were only one incessant evil strain. 
So widely man from his Creator stray'd, • 

The Lord repented that be man had made : 
To speak as men their sentiments impart. 
That he made man, now griev'd him at his heart. 
The end of this rebellious race was nigh : 
The Lord declar'd in his displeasure high : 
" I'll man destroy, with every fowl and beast, 
They all shall die from greatest to the least.'* 
This came to pass, in worthy Noah's days, 
One who had gain'd his Maker's love and praise. 
He was (if any should to know incline) ^ . 
From Adam tenth, in Seth's once favoured line ; 
Call'd ju^t and perfect, authoris'd to teach. 
And qualified true rigftteousftess to preach : 
God gave of him this testimony grand, 
" I've seen thee righteous in my presence stand." 
Pure virtue, truth and piety he chose, 
And to great favour with his Maker rose ; 
Was so esteem'^, and much belov'd we find. 
That when the waters overwhelmed mankind, 
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His family, ift number only eight, 

Were sav'd, indeed, by a deKverance great. 

Of this great deluge, on the wicked sent, 
God gave them warning that tbey might repent: 
By Noah's preaching, and the ark also. 
They long were warn'd of this great overflow. 
The years lent men to do the heavenly will. 
Were spending fast, and they rebellions still j 
The Lord told Noah what he had designed. 
Of the destruction, of the huihan kind ; 
That he a flood upon the world would bring, 
For man's rebellion 'gainst the heavenly King. 
Directed him a spacious ark to make. 
For him and family, he should with him take ; 
And also some of every herd and j3ock, 
And every fowl, the earth again to stock. 
That tho'this raeebe conld no moreendurei 
With him he*d make a covenant most sare. 
This ark'was great in magnitude and strengtb. 
About four hundred fifty feet in length, 
And seventy-five the breadth thererf was, quite^ 
And forty-five, or fifteen yards, in height. 

So, faithful Noah built the ark complete, 
And was therein commanded to retreat : 
Seven days before the rain began to fall, 
He who is Sovereigti Ruler over all, 
Told Noah he must speedily embark, 
And take his family with him in the ark ; 
That he therein, must safely with him bring 
Some of all beasts, and every creeping thing. 
And also fowls, whose elements' the air, 
A male and ^male*-^be roust take a pair. 
Clean beasts ^y sevens must with him proceed : 
Three pairs of them were «av'd alive, to breed. 
The seventh, doubtless they would greatly prize, 
After the flood, for food and sacrifice. 
It surely by divine instinct appears. 
The creatures gav€ themMlvefi up volanteers. 
Of food, he took a plenteous s*ore, we find. 
For household fare, and betsts of every kindv 
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When Noah bad the high command obeyed, 
Embark 'd oq board the vessel he had made. 
Himself and wife, and his three sons and wives, 
And all the creatures, to preserve their lives, 
And of provisions taken in the store, 
The Lord himself vouchsaTd to shut the door. 
All this occurred, we find by sacred page, 
In the six hundreth year of Noah's age. 

The rain began in torrents then to fall, v 

Shock'd old and young, alarm'd the great and small. ' 
Then broken were the fountains of the deep; 
In vain might men for mercy cry and weep : 
They'd sinn'd their day of heavenly favour o'er, 
Could have the gracious privilege no more. 
Heaven's flood-gates opea'd, each the miserv shar'd,. 
Nor man, nor beast, the mighty deluge spar^l. 
When it had rain'd thus forty days, we note,. 
The ark began, as in a sea, to float ; 
And when the waters were increas'd still more^ 
It rose the hills, and lofty mountains o'er ; 
But yet was safely thro' the scene controll'd, 
Tho' winds were boisterous, and the billows roU'd* 
To that degree prevail'd the mighty flood, 
It fifteen cubita o'er the mountains stood. 

Thus fell this wicked and rebellious race,. 
That hated virtue, piety and grace ; 
Thus they all died, and every living tlnng. 
That mov^d on earth, or mounted on the wing, 
Were swept away, except the favour'd few^ 
With Noah sav'd, to stock the world anew. 

When the great work for which the flood war htQ*t, 
Was finish'd quite, the Lord oa Noah thought, 
And shut the fountains of the mighty deep, 
The rains from falling on the world to keep ; 
The windows of the high expanse did close, 
And o'er the earth a driving wind arose : 
The waters then assuag'd, as by command, 
Like a swift current, run from oflTthe land. 
The flood prevail'd one hundred fifty days,. 
And after that, (as s^red record says) 
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The vessel struck, and made a tasting stand, 

Upon a mountain in Amiinia*s land. 

And when it there had stationary been, 

Ten weeks and half, the lofty mounts were seen. 

A sight most welcome, this must surely be ; 

Yet Noah knew they could the mountains see^ 

When waters were within the valleys deep, 

He all confin'd chose forty days to keep. 

And after this, he forth a raven sent, 

Which to and fro, till th' waters dried, went. 

From this, we find,* about the seventh day, 

He from the vessel, sent a dove away, 

But*sbe, not finding any resting stand, 

Because the waters overflowed the land, 
Soon to return unto the ark was fain, 
And Noah took her into him again. 
Seven days from this, he made one trial more, 
Sent out the dove, the valleys to explore ; 
She in her bill, at evening's safe retreat, 
Came with a leaf, from off the olive sweet, 
By which he knew the waters were allayed, 
Yet sevendays he from the present stay'd, 
Then sent the dove, as he had done before, 
And she return'd to him again, tio more. 
When Noah had, with some solicitude, 
Been there three months, since he the mountains view'd, 
This lonely dwelling he unclos'd, and found 
That then was dry, the surface of the ground. 
Yet having a devout regard of mind 
In coming forth, (as he embark'd) resigned 
To God's command, to whom his ardour glow'd, 
He eight weeks Iqnger in the ark abode. 
And right it was, that he should there abide, 
Not only till he saw the ground was dried, 
But, till it might some verdant fruit produce, 
That would be needful for the creature's use. 
From time he enter'd, till he went on shore. 
Was one whole year, a week or little more* 

The time arrived, he had the Lord's commai^dt 
For him and for bis family to land^ 
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And all the living creatures forth to lead,. 
Abundantly upon the earth to breed. 
So came forth Noah — *he the word obey'd, 
Was through the scene by his Creator sway 'd. 
Then righteous Noah, there an altar raised. 
And with thanksgiving his preserver prais'd : 
Burnt ofierings ofier'd, of clean beasts we find, 
With gratitude, and reverence of mind. 
He found acceptance with the Lord complete, 
God smell'd a savour, that to Him was sweet ; 
And then he made a covenant of grace, 
With Noah, and with his succeeding race. 
A gracious promise surety he made then, 
The ground no more to curse because of men — 
A general flood there should not be again, 
While he the earth permitted to remain. 
Seed time and harvest, day, night, heat and cold. 
Summer and winter he would not withhold. 
He then conferr'd a confirmation sure, 
A token that this covenant should endure. 
When men should see the gloomy storms arise, 
The rain descend, to keep them from surprise, 
He in the cloud vouchsafed to set his bow, 
A token sure to let t^ people know 
The word of Him, ymo oounds the sea and shore^ 
That floods should overflow the world no more* 
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Come view the life of Joseph, the renown'd, 
Wlio sought the truth, and heav'nly wisdom found ; 
The life of this great Patriarch, I sing, 
Rais'd from a slave to govern like a king: 
A pattern of llbibility in youth, 
A lover of fidelity an4 truth ; 
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He quite unshaken, like a mountain stood, 

To him each evil was a source of good. 

\^'hen raised to pow'r, when he in state could ride, 

He shunned the path of vanity and pride f 

When he was potent, he forgave and sav'd, 

Those who were cruel when he mercy crav'd : 

His love was bounteous, and his grace was free. 

To pardon a repenting enemy. 

In him thro' life^ love had the chiefest place. 

It flowM to God, and to the human race. 

Let all who have true happiness in view. 

The path of virtue patiently pursue : 

O youth, your time in wisdom^s ways employ 1 

And truth's sublime advantages enjoy. 

When Joseph was, says ancient sacred page^. 
A youth, advancM to seventeen years of age ; 
His father's 6ock, he and four brethren fed, 
And there he found what evil lives they led. 
He to his father stated this, in truth, 
Which made them angry at the harmless youth* 
The patriarch was of more|©ve possess'd 
For Joseph, than for any of the rest, 
Because he was of his old age the son,. 
First-born of Rachel, by long p^ence won f 
Who now in youth display'd a vmuous mind,. 
Was like himself, to piety incKn'd?^ 
To Joseph he too much distinction paid, 
A coat for him of divers colours made. 
His brothers' spite by this was much increas'd. 
All social converse they with Joseph ceas'd ; 
Soon for their matiee rose another theme, 
About this time young Joseph dream'd a dream ;. 
While sleeping peaceful, 'twas to him reveal'd, 
That he and they at labour. in the field, 
Were binding sheaves, and,4o his wonder quite, 
His sheaf arose, and lo} it stood upright ; 
JHis brethren's sheaves, that standing were around,. 
To his sheaf made obeisance to the ground. 
When this he simply to bis brethren "tojll. 
Their indignation they could not withhold. 
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^ Shalt tbmi rule tts, said f bey, ^ striplmg vain, 
Shalt thou o'er ils a mighty nMinarch reign ?•' 
Their hatred now w^ greater than before, 
But lo ! the youth was led to dream once more. 
*^ The sun, moon, and eleven stars, said he. 
When in my sleep, obeisance i&ade to me." 
"This dream be could not in his bosom hold, 
But to his father and hn brethren told. 
The consequence thereof his father viewed. 
And he rebuk'd him, as a Uttle rude. 
But tho^ he thus of Joseph's dream made light. 
That it might not foe so otfensive quite. 
To his hard sons, almost for war ^rray 'd, 
It on his mind a deep impression made. 

When of fresh pasture they became in need, 
They with their flock to Shecbem went to feed ; 
And Jacob wishing how they far'd to know, 
Directed Joseph forth to th^ to go, 
And get intelligence if all was well. 
And then return, and him the tidingt tell* 
The filial youth was ready to consent. 
From Hebron's vale, away to Sbechem went ; 
He found that they firom Shechem had withdraws. 
And understood they sere to Dothan gone. 
He thither went-^^as m was drawing nigh, 
They happen'd him approaching to descry; 
And to a vile conspiracy were led. 
His dreams were grievous, and they wish d htm dead. 
*^ Behold this roaster dreamer comes, said they, 
As soon as he comes hither, let us slay. 
And cast his body in a lonely pit, 
A place for vain and idle dreamers fit ; 
Then nothing will assuredly remain. 
But saying, he was by a lion slain : 
We him into oblivion's shade will send, 
And then behold where all his dreams will end^ 
W^n Reuben heard their grossly vile intent, 
His study was the mischief to prevent ; 
Their bloody pla)i he view'd with mental pain^ 
And wisb'd to send his brother home again : 
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*' He told them their contrivance was noi goocl^ 
Let U8, said he, abstain from shedding blood, 
But let us cast him (it would b^ more mild) 
In yon deep pit, within the lonely wild ; 
My counsel's better than the scheme you plann^i 
Let us upon him lay no bloody hand/' 
The mode of treatment he proposed as best. 
Was readily admitted by the rest ; 
And they resolv'd to make the youth a prey. 
Seized him, and stript him of his garment gay ; 
With hearts congeal'd, like adamant or stone, 
He then was in the gloomy dungeon thrown. 
Now Reuben saw htm in the pit, conceiy'd 
There would be means for him to be reliev'd 5 
Therefore he seem'd to favour their design, 
Tho^ to relieve him was bis aim benign. 
But going 00 some call another way. 
The rest while taking of some food, that day. 
Approaching, view'd an IshmaeUtish band, 
Of late from Grilead, bound to Egypt's land^ 
With sturdy camels, laden with supplies, 
Of spices^balm, and other merchandize. 
Then Judah spoke, like one concem'd for good^. 
*^ Shall we kill Joseph, and conceal his blood f 
My heart from such a cruel scenflnvites, 
Come let us sell him to the Ishmaelites : 
Let not our hand be heavy on the youth, 
For he's our brother, and our flesh, in truth." 
So true is, what we of the wicked read, 
Their* tender mercies cruel are indeed. 
When they had Judah 's project understood, 
They all united, and pronounc'd it good r 
Since by this means they could their end obtain^ 
Get rid of him, and by the bargain gain. 
So Joseph from the gloomy pit they drew, 
And notwithstanding his entreaty new, 
Would hot regard his anguish nor his moan^ 
With cruelty but rarely seen or known ; 

♦Pn>v. lii. 10. 
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For twenty silver pieces, we are told, 
Tbey Joseph to the foreign mercbaots sold. 

As Reuben was returning by the pit, 
He found bis brother then was not in it ; 
And apprehending they had Joseph slain. 
He rent his clothes, for anguish and for pain. 
A mode in eastern regions to express 
The deepest sorrow, and extreme distress. 
In mournful accents be their conduct blamM ; 
He went to them, ** the child is gone, exclaim'd. 
What shall I do— what will become of me ; 
Where shall 1 turn, or whither shall I flee?" 

So Reuben mourn'd, he thought that of them all, 
His father's anger most on him would fall; 
As be was eldest, should have had most care 
Of him who was the youngest brother there. 
The rest of them contriving what to tell. 
On this expedient craftily they fell ; 
To keep their father from a thought remote, 
That they were guihy, they took Jqseph's coat, 
And killMakid; with blood the garment stain'd) 
And sent it on, with this account they feign'd, 
'* This we have found, remote from thy abode. 
Is it the same thou on thy son bestow'd ?" 
He was with sorrow, and with mourning smote, 
He knew it well, said '* ^tis my Joseph's coat ; 
A beast of prey hath met him in his route ; 
My son is slain ; he's dead without a doubt." 
In grief extreme, he then his garments rent. 
And into deep and doleful mourning went ; 
In sacHcloth clad, he shed the briny tears, 
And mourn'd for Joseph, days, and months, and years. 
'Tis not unlikely but each guilty son. 
That found -iiis father so with grief o'errun, 
And sunk in sorrow, might too late relent, 
And of their dreadful wickedness repent ; 
But durst not now discover what they'd done 
To their old father's highly valued son. 
Vile.as they were, they yet presumed, we find. 
To comfort him, when overwhekn'd in mind.: . 



\ 



12 THE HISTOBT OF JOSEPH. 

So were their wives and tender sister kd ; 
But he refusing consolation, said 
** 1 41 mourning go until my race is run 
Down to the grave, in sprrow for i»y son,* 

Ere long we find the Isbmaelitish train, 
Who bought young Joseph, for the sake of gain, 
Took him to Egypt, where we now behold. 
Him as a slave to an Egyptian sold, 
Who was the captain of the monarch's guards 
Soon he perceiv d 'twas not a bargain hard ; 
The profit of a faithful servant found. 
Who was indeed by truth and virtue bound. 
The Lord bless'd Joseph in that distant land. 
And prosper'd him ;n all he took in band. 
This dignified him in his master's view ; 
A favourite he early with him grew. 
He serv'd his master with a heart sincere, 
Who soon advanc'd him, io bis house with cheer. 
His property was put in Joseph's hand, 
AH his possessioQf at the youth*s command ; 
And lo ! the captain, and what he possess'd, 
For Joseph's ssdie, indeed, was greatly bless'd : 
Thus was the blessing of the Lord, a shield, 
Qn all he had, both in the house and field. - 

Joseph not only was possess'd of truth, 
But much admir'd, as a most comely youth ; 
His master^s wife, remote from love that's true, 
Address'd young Joseph, with an amorous view. 
But he indeed, by purest virtue led, 
With firmness that was never shaken, said, 
" How can I sin, and thus incur the rod, 
Do this great wickedness ag;ainst my God .'*" 
Awhile from this, upon a certain day^ 
When from the house the people were away, 
She so far o^er the bounds of virtue broke. 
In her wild frenzy canght him by the cloak. 
As he was still immovable in mind, 
He fled from her, and left his. cloak behind. 
She in a rage, aside the garment laid. 
Until her husband his appeal ance made ^ • 
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ITben spreading it before him, like a saint, 
Pf Joseph made a pitiful complaint. 
The unsuspecting roaster heard her tale, 
Wlijch could not to excite his vengeance fail : 
Not thinking she a word of falsehood spoke, 
With ease tieceiv'd at sight of Joseph's cloak. 
He took him up with an avenging power, 
And close confin'd him in king Pharaoh's tower, 
A place where the state prisoners were bound ; 
There be o^ustfeel the galling iron's* wound. 
Afflicted youth with the Egyptian band, 
Stranger with strangers, in a distant landf 
No relative, no advocate or friend 
To plead his cause, his innocence defend. 
But he was favour'd, in the gloomy day, 
With peace the world can't give, nor take away. 
His friend was truth, he felt its calming rays ; 
The Lord was with him in probation's days : 
His gracious favour did to him extend. 
He made the gaoler humble Joseph'l friend ; 
And he was soon brought to {>romotion here. 
Of all the prisoners made an overseer. 
The things of little consequence, and great, 
Done in the prison, he roust regulate. 
The LfOrd was with this faithful youth indeed, 
And made all things he took in hand, succeed* 
Thus Joseph rul'd king Pharaoh's prison o'er. 
As he had rul'd his captain's house, before. 
Tbo' thus promoted, he was prisoner still. 
But in due time, it was the heavenly will, 
Whose mercies to his children never cease, 
To make a way for Joseph's full release. 
He from the prison was by means set free, 
No human prudence ever could foresee^ 

The butler and the baker of the Hing, 
Gave him offence, in some important thing; 
The monarch highly anger'd in his mind, 
Imprison'd them where Joseph was confin'd, 

w 

* Fsalm cv. 18. 
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The keeper 'plac'd them under Joseph's earre, 
Who overlook'd, and saw their daHy fare. 
While they were in the pmon, on a night, 
Each dreamM a dream, to them-ahrrming qviite ; 
When momiiig came, their hearts were so dis^essM, 
That Joseph found their visages depress'd ; 
He query 'd of them, •* tett me now i pray, 
Wherefore ye look so sorrowful^ to-day ?*' 
They let him know, his view indeed- was right, 
That each of them haddreamM a dream that nigM^ 
Their hearts seemed ready' with* distre^ tafail ; 
They knew<cnone who the meaBiDg eould unveil. 
Egyptians then, depended mueh, it seen», 
On their soothsayers, to interpret dreamsi 
The butler and the briber, thus restrained. 
They knew not bow there could be one obtained. 
That they their views nright otherwise ineline, 
The youth rderr'd to wisdom that's divine, 
The true unfolderof mysterious themes- 
Requested them to let him know their dreams. 
They to relate 4bem, willingly were led : 
*^ When in my dream, the anxious butler said, 
A viae before me,* my attention drew. 
From which forthwith j three verdant branches grew ; 
They budded and were soon with blossoms fraught, 
And sweet ripe grapes the hanging clusters brought ; 
Lo! in my hand I held the monarch's cup, 
From which the wine his practice was to sup; 
I from the clusters press'd delicious juice. 
And gave it into Pharaoh's hand for use:" 
Attentive Joseph soon unveilM the theme, 
The true interpretation of the dream ; 
" The three giWn braifcbes mean^ within three days. 
The king shall thee among his servants raise, 
Lift up thy head, restore thee to thy stand, 
And thou sfaalt put the cup in Pharaoh's hand, 
As in past days when it was kept by thee, 
This is the meaning of thy dream,^' said be: 
But added Joseph, " when thy favours flow, 
Forgjil me not, thy gratitude bestow f 
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Make mention of me kinidJy to the kin^, 
That he may me from this confinement bring. 
For I indeed was by a wicked band, . 
Sold into bondage from the Hebrew's land : 
Fvedone no wrong, in action or in mind. 
For which I should in prison be confin'd." 

The baker seeing how the butler far'd, 
Somewhat elated, he his dream <leclar'd. 
^* I also was, when in my vision, led, 
To view three baskets standing on my bead j 
And in the one that was above the rest. 
Was baker's meats, for Pharaoh nicely drest : 
Upon this meat the birds of prey were fe^, 
They ate it from the basket on my head.'* 
This iJoseph heard, and view'd the baker's state, 
This is, said he, the meaning, and thy fate; 
These baskets likewise signify three days. 
Within that time, lo ! Pharaoh shall thee raise. 
Quite out of office, hang thee on a tree, 
And there the birds shall eat thy flesh from thee." 
Three days from this they had a great parade, 
'Twas Pharaoh's birth-day; he a banquet made^ 
For all his servants, and did then restore 
The butler to his office, as before t 
Far otherwise it with the baker far'd, . 
He hung him, just as Joseph had declared. 
PGk)r Joseph might, with reason good, have thought. 
That now the butler was to office brought. 
He sure would Pharaoh's favour try to gain. 
So as for him sweet freedom to obtain. 
But yet the heedless butler, it appears. 
Forgot him long— he yet remain d two years, 
Enjoying grace, truth, innocence and peace, 
Ere any way appeared for his release. 

When these two years bad terminated quite^ 
The king himself was much alarm'd one night f 
When he in bed had sought repose awhile, 
He dream'd of standing by ^e river Nile ; 
That stream of ancient and of modern fame, 
And, Ip I there forth o^t of the river came 
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Seven fat flesh'd and well favour'd kine, that fed 

On verdant grass, in an adjoining mead : 

And after them came seven more out lean, 

All quite ill-ravoiir'd, and extremely mean. 

Such as he'd never in that kingdom seen* 

And these upon the river^s border stood, 

Beside the kine that were fat -flesh'd atid gootk 

And k>! the lean, and the ill favour'd kino, 

Eat up the seven, that were fat and fine, 

Of being fuller there<w as then no sign. 

Pharaoh awoke — to sleep again he fell, 

And in his vision view'd things strange to tell ; 

He dream'd seven ears of corn, all full and goo^ 

Grew on one stalk, completely fit for food ; 

Seven witherM ears sprang after them to view, 

All blasted with an eastern wind that blew. 

And lo ! the ears that were unfit for food, 

Devoured the others that- were full and good : 

Then he awoke, and lo! it was a dream; 

Was wonder struck at the mysterious theme* 

When morning came, his dreams with him remain'd^ 

So that his spirit was with trouble pain'd. 

He sent forthwith for the magicians round, 

And men of wisdom in his kingdom found ; 

To these he told his most alarming tale, 

But none of them the mystery could unveil. 

Behold the time was now arriv'd, we find, 

Poor Joseph came into the butler's mind ; 

So he then to the anxious king made known, 

** When he and baker were in prison thrown, 

That in their dreams one solitary night, 

They things beheld, and marvelrd at the sight ; 

Which a young Hebrew, in the prisdn barr'd, 

A servant to the captain of the guard, 

Interpreted to each of us — behold ! 

It came to pass pi ecisely as he told ; 

My office was restor'd again to me, 

But lo ! they hang'd the baker on a tree." 

On this the monarch for young Joseph sought, 

And him in baste they from the prison broqghtt 
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As lifs apfpearance was in garb too mean, 

He shav'd himself, and put on raiment clean : 

Then Joseph, who was hamble, wise and good, 

Befoi*e the grand Egyptian monarek stood : 

** I've dreamed a dream, said Pharaoh, which in vainy 

Have the magicians laboured to explain ; 

But I, of late, have been informed of thee. 

That thou canst into things mysterious see y 

And by the aid of some discerning pow'r,. 

Interpret visions of the midnight hour." 

Joseph would not in his own powVs confide,. 

" 'Tis not in me he modestly repli'd ; 

But God, the true interpreterj who^s kind. 

Will give the king an answer to his mind.'^ 

The monarch then, with some increase of cheer,. 

His dreams related for the youth to hear. 

Th' interpretation was to Joseph plain. 

He told the kifig that tfao^ his dreams were twain, 

Or two in semblance, it might be rely'd, 

That they but one thing only signify'd : 

The seven fat kine, said he, and seven good earSy. 

Do reprcfSent one and the same,, seven years ; 

And these point out what i& indeed at hand. 

They mean seven years of plenty in the land t 

The seven lean kine, and seven empty ears, 

Are to describe another seven years ;. 

And (these unfold what will ere long be seexty 

They seven years of grievous famine mean ; 

By which the Lord bn- high hath brought to view,^ 

And shown the king what lie^s about 'to do^ 

As first came up seven kine^ and ears, allg€K>d^ 

And after them the seven unfit for food; 

So there shall come (-and which is near at band^ 

Seven years of plenty thro^ the favoured land, 

And after them,' with horror and surprise,. 

Shall seven years of grievous famine rise ; 

So great that aU tiie overflowing storey 

Shall be forgotten, shaH be known no more;; 

By reason of the famine «oi!e and great,. 

Thai will consume the people of thr state.: 
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He told the king, the doubling of the dream. 

Was to assure, and certify the theme ; 

And that these things, tho' new and strange indeed^ 

He might depend would come to pass with speed. 

When Joseph had unveii'd the hidden thing, 

He then proceeded to advise the king, 

How he indeed, might, in his royal state, 

Improve the dream to an advantage great : 

" Therefore, says he, let Pharaoh look arouiid, 

And let a man, discreet and wise, be found ; 

And give him t>f all Egypt the command, 

Let him appoint o'erseers throughout the land^ 

To take a fifth of all the things that grow, 

IVhich in the seven plenteous seasons flow; 

In magazines let them abundance lay, 

Against the famine, and the trying day ; 

That having stores of sustenance at hand, 

The people be not cut off from the landr'' 

Th^ interpretation of the dream complete, 
And to the king his counsel so discreet, 
Were all «eceiv d, as good, in Pharaoh^s view^ 
And in the eyes of all his servants too,; * 

Says Pharaob to his courtiers, ^^ can we find, 
A man like thi^ among the human kind ; 
He is by me with admiration viewed,, 
A man who with God^s Spirit is endued: 
Because the Lord hath shown thee this,^ said Btsi^ 
To Joseph^ ^' there is none so wise as thee ; 
Thou sbalt be ruler o'er my house and field, 
My people all to thy command shall jrield ^ 
The rule of Egypt now shaU be thy own ^ 
I only will be greatest on the throned* 

So be l>estow'd on him, without delay,. 
The ensigns of great dignity and sway ; 
Tes, splendid Pharaoh, the Egyptian king. 
Then took from his own royal hand the ringv 
Which he on bumblt Joseph's finger laid, 
And him in vestqres of fipe silk arrayed ; 
Did -faim witb tb«f snperbest honours dec^i 
He.piit a golden chain about fais nect^ 
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And made htm in bis second chariot ride, 

His heralds going on before him, cried. 

To '^ how the knee,^' and at the king's command,. 

They made him ruler over all the land. 

Then higher still to raise young Joseph^s fame, 

He Zaphnath-paaniah calPd bis name ; 

And that he might enjoy the sweets of life^ 

Gave hiin the daughter of a prince to wife. 

Joseph had been a bondman, it appears, 
In that strange region, thirteen trying years > 
When on a sudden, lo! the Lord, in love, 
Rais'd him to honour — set him far above ^ 
His mistress, who had falsely him accused ; 
Above his master, who had him abused i 
Thrown him in prison, in his anger hot > 
Above the butler who had him forgot : 
Above the rulers in the kingdom known } 
O'er ev'ry man, but Pharaoh on bis throne. 

And now commenced the seveh plenteous years ^^< 
The earth produc'd each fruit tbat greatly cheers^ 
Abundantly, and Joseph gave command. 
When on his circuit thro' the fertile land. 
To gather up of all the food a share, 
AU they, besides a sustenance, could spare. 
He, com and fruits in great abundance found, 
And stor'd it safely in the cities round. 
Thus he continued to increase the store. 
And heaped up grain, as sand upon the shoire. 
They kept account, but to an end they came, 
It was beyond the reach of number's name. 
Thus thro* the seven plenteous years they pass a, 
And then commenced the seven years of blast. 
As Joseph had expounded Pharaoh's dream, 
So was the sad, and most distressing theme I 
Throughout all Egypt was the dearth severe, 
And o*er the regions that were far and near. 
In Egypt still it was not quite so sore. 
Because awhile they had a plenteous store^ 
But when the famine there increased, 'tis said, 
^be people caU'd upon tlj^ir king fyr bread y 
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Tbey were by Pharaoh unto Joseph sent,^ 
Then they to him with their petition went ;* 
So he sold corn to the Egyptians nigh, 
And those who came from distmit lands to bay* 
To that degree the faniine rag'd around, 
There was no bread in all the regions found, 
Except what Joseph had at bis command : 
Here Egypt^s kingdom, and all Canaan's land 
Were in a state the pen can scarcely paint, 
They were by reason of the famine faint. 

Jacob, at length, was by some person told, 
That there yas com in Egypt to be sold : 
He charg'd his sons, to not stay there in pain. 
But go to Egypt, and procure same grain. 
His ten first son^, to this command took beed» 
Without delay for Egypt they proceed ; 
The youngest Jacob kept at his abode. 
For fear some ill would happen on the road* 
Though Joseph ruPd the land of Egypt o'er, 
He would not trust to deputies the store ; 
But overlook'd, with an attentive eye, 
How corn was dealt to tbi>se who came to buy. 
His brethVen when they had the gor'nor found, 
Bow'd down their heads before bim near the grounds 
He at first sight, hiOB brethren clearly knew, 
Tho' he was quite a stranger in their view : 
His dream of them occurring to his mmd. 
To try hard treatment he was then mcltn'd,/ 
To see if thai would bring them to a sense 
Of their unnatural, and their dire ofli^nce. 
He spoke by an interpreter, 'tis said, 
To roughly ask them, whence they came^ was -led r 
'^From Cajnaan's land, that we might xornpvoiettre^ 
Said they, the famine's grievous to endure.'" 
Then he repli'd, " ye are^of s(Me9 a band. 
And come to -viewtbe weakness of 4he 'land." 
They answer'd with a most submissive word^ 
" To buy some food thy servants came, my lerd, 
We're one man's sons, who peaceful isandmse^ 
We are true^ea,'tfay u^wzaUt ace bo spies:" 
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But Joseph then repeats the charge, ^^ 'tis true 

The weakness of the land you came to view." 

This led them on themselves to further clear, 

To show their lord that they were men sincere.; 

" Thy servants were twelve brethren once, said they, 

Sons of one man, the voungest is this day 

In Canaao, with our father, who was led 

To mourning sore for one that^s long been dead.'^ 

"Well, then, said Joseph, it shall now appear, 

If you are spies, or in your hearts sincere : 

Tou have a younger brother, as you say, 

Till he appears, you shall not go away ; 

To send, and fetch him, I have now design 'd. 

Meanwhile shall ye in prison be confined ; 

You*ll then be try'd and prov'd, or otherwise, 

As sure as Pharaoh is alive, yeVe spies.'' 

This Joseph said, and though they took it hard, 

He put them straightway, three days under guard 

They on the third day, at his call appear'd. 

He let them know that he his Maker fear'd ; 

Wish'd them to live, that they must this pursue^ 

** If ye be men, who faithful are, and true, 

Let one of you in prison here abide, 

Go carry corn beyond the region wide, 

Back to your father, styipi of joys terrene. 

And feed your families in the trying scene ; 

But see you bring your younger brother here, 

Then I shall find you in your words sincere.^' 

To this the men, (their families soon to feed) 

As there was no alternative, agreed. 

Here they into a painful theme were led. 

About their brother theysuppos'd was dead. 

*^ Ourselves in guilt and sorrow we have roll'cl^ 

For we our brother into bondage sold ! 

When he entreated, ah ! we would not hear, 

To his distress we turned a deafen'd ear ; 

Though we beheld his painful bowels roll, 

And saw the inmost anguish of his soul, « \ 

We verily are guilty we confess, i 

Therefore is sent upon us tHis distress.'* j 
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'' Did I not beg you, when ye were so wild? ' 
Said Reuben, not to sin against the child ?" 
Ye would not bear, nor grant what I desir'd, 
Therefore behold ! his blood is now requir'd." 
Joseph was present, heard their mouraing sore. 
He spoke by an interpreter before, 
Now g'one, while they this lamentation madei 
To Joseph here they no attention paid ; 
As far from thinking he could ^loderstand, 
As that iheir brother governed Egypt's land. 
These words of theirs, pierc'd Joseph's heart so deep^ 
That he no longer could forbear to weep. 
That this might not be by his brethren known, 
He turnM from them and wept awhile alone ; 
Then he return'd (though doubtless :try ing quite) 
Took Simeon out, and bound him in tbeir sight, . 
The eldest, next to Reuben, whom be spar^di 
Because be had so far for Joseph car'd, 
That to relieve him was his ^inxious will^ 
\^ hen they conspirM the harmless youth to kill. 
He set the rest at liberty, that morn, 
Their sacks directed to be fill'd with <orn, 
And to restore each man his mpney back, 
To place it in the mouth of every srack ; 
And grant provision for them on the road, 
They then proceeded for their old abode. 
As one of them took down his sack to feed. 
He found his money, was supris'd indeed. 
He call'd out to his brethren then around, 
DeclarM to them he had his money found. 
At this, great fear their guilty hearts assaiPd ; 
A consternation wonderful, prevail'd ! 
And they exclaim'd to one another thus, 
" Ah ! what is this, that God hath done to us." 
Conscious of guilt, they in tbeir terror view'd ^ 

This as a judgment of the Lord renewed. 
The guilty conscience feels its direful fears, 
^ While innocence, with open face appears ; 
Adversity ! how blunt thy arrows are. 
When they with poignant sthigs of guilt compare. 
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Ere latig tbe^r reach iheir native land, and give 

Their father an alarmihg narrative ; 

That Egypt's lord, to tfcreir extreme surprise, 

Declar'd they were a band of wicked vpies, 

And that tiieir youngest i)rother roust appear, 

As proof to him, that they* indeed were clear. 

That he by force did Simeon from them take, 

Until the youth should his appearance make. 

By this was Jacob sorely try'd and griev'd ; • 

But when their sacks were open'd they percetv'd; 

That each man's money there was safely laid. 

Both Jacob and his sons were all afraid, 

Lest there would some new accusation rise, 

When that was settled of their being spies. 

On this, good Jacofb, ready near to faint. 

Broke forth into a sorrowful xomplaint — 

" Ye have bereaved me of my sons endear'd, 

Joseph and Simeon both have disappear'd. 

And Benjamin, I fear, will be no more ^ 

These are to me afflictions that are sore." 

Then Reuben speaks, he labours to persuade, 

A wild proposal to his father made, 

" Let Benjamin with me in charge remain. 

And I will bring him safely back again ; 

If I should faih, indeed, without delay, 

Two of my sons I'll give thee leave to slay." 

Of information, Jacob had no need, 

How ill would be the Recompense indeed. 

If Benjamin should not again appear, 

To kill two grandsons that to him were dear. 

This proposition gave him no relief, 

But aggravated his most painful griei« 

" My son, said he, shall not go down with you, 

His brother's dead, he ^s precious in my view} 

If mischief should befal him on the road^ 

That he should not return to my abode, 

Then ye shall bring (remote from what }rou crave) # 

My grey hairs down with sorrow to the gravel" 

Thus it appears awhile with them it stodd. 

Till they bad near lexhausted ladl'their food : 

i 
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Jacob gave orders to bis sons once more, * 

To go for com to Egypt as before. 

Not seeming the injunction then to beed, 

That they must bring their brother down indeed, 

If they meant corn of Joseph to receive, 

Or from confinement Simeon relieve. 

The sons well knew, to go it wai in vain, 

Unless they could their father's leave obtain, 

For Benjamin upon them there to wait ; 

To get consent was now the .puzzle great. 

Reuben in vain his eloquencie had try'd, 

His father would hot in his words confide ; 

So Judah now bis skill concludes to try, 

To animate his father to comply. 

** If thou wilt with us our young brother seod, 

We will arise, on thy commands attend ; 

But if thou dost from going, him restrain, 

For us to go, it is indeed in vain : 

For he who is the grand Egyptian lord. 

Gave us his solemn, and unfailing word, 

That we no more his face should ever see. 

Unless our brother was in company." 

Now Jacob seem'd to hesitation led. 

Which Judah Seeing, to him further said, 

" If thou the lad wilt to my care bestow, 

We will arise and doi^n to Egypt go ; 

Our families in this trying scene supply. 

That thou and we, and children may not die»t 

I will ensure him to his tender sire, 

And thou shalt surely him of me require : 

If I do not him safe to thee restore^ 

Let roe endure the blame for evermore.'" 

Tho' importunity and reason failed 
To gain consent, necessity prevail'd. 
** If we no other remedy can find, 
Says Jacob to them, this is now my mind. 
Take of our fruits, the best of Canaan^s land^ 
And carry down a present in your hand i . 
A little honey and some balm with you. 
Some spices, mjrrrh^ and nuts and almonds too.'' 
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If any on« should wonder in his noind, 
flow they these things could in the famine findv 
Let him at once make this reflection here, 
Thi^ of the dearth was but the second year ; 
These articles not us'd for common food, 
Some of the old stock might ranain yet go#d. 
" Take double money with you," said their sire, 
* * The price of corn in Egypt may be higher ; 
Likewise the money found in evVy sack, 
Be sure to carry ^tb you safely back, 
And make it with the governor all right, 
For peradventure: 'twas an oversight ; 
And take your brother Benjamin with you, 
Arweptfiejoumey. there again pursue, 
And God Almighty mercy give, I pray, 
(My sole assurance in the trying day,) 
So that the governor favoiir may extend. 
And to me Simeon and young Benjamin send.^ 
So they went forth, all cheerful seem'd to be, 
With Benjamin to bear them company ; 
The money also found in evVy sack, 
They took with them to carry safely back| 
And also double money corn to buy, 
A gift the angry lord to pacify : ^ 

They reckonM they could certainly appear 
Before him now with confidence and cheer. 
^When they to Egypt had arrivM once more. 
They sought for Joseph, as they'd done before ; 
There he beheld his youngest brother stand. 
Then gave the steward of his house command, 
** Bring these men home, and that without deldyi 
For at my table they must dine to-day.'* 
This order by the steward was obey'd. 
Which much alarm'd them, they were sore afraid. 
'Twas strange indeed, and marvellous they thought, 
Why they should to the ruler's house be brought : 
They apprehended they would there be bound, 
By reason of the money they bad found ; 
That a demand upon them they would make, 
And them for bondmen and their cattle take. 

8 
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That they might make their innoceace appear. 

They to the steward of the house drew near, ^ 

O sir, when first we hither came, said they, 

*' To purchase food, and bad return'd away^ 

To our surprise, when we our sacks unbound, 

" Our money there,.in its full weiglit we found. 

But who returned the money in each sack, 

We cannot tell, but we have brought U <back, 

And other money we have brought to buy, 

Some sustenance, our fam'lies to iupply." 

The steward was disposed the men 1o 'cheer, 

With gentle accents told them^^ot to fear, 

'^ Behold, yoor God and father^s God, who^s inie, 

Hath given treasure in your sacks to y^m.'* 

And then, as he had been by Joseph taught, 

To them their brother Simeon he brought. 

He orderM water, and they wash -d their ieet, 

And gave their catde provender to eat. 

They having knowledge of the new -design. 

That they at noon should with the Tuler dine; 

The present brought, they ready made with fear. 

To hand it to him when be should appear. 

And when he came, they, as their father taught, 

Presented him tlie articles they broHght ; 

And with a rev'rence, that was most profound, 

Bow'd down themselves before him to the jgvound. 

He askM them of their welfare, and toteU, 

If their old father was ali^e and well f 

^^ Thy servant's father, tho^ he's'old and gri^y, 

Is favour'd yet with life and health,*' said they. 

When this was said, they bow^d to bim once .move. 

And made obeisance, as they'd done before. 

Here Joseph saw, (tho' strange it might have saem'J) 

Accomplished what he fir«t of them bad 4lr«am^<d, 

Wherein their sheaves, as was to bim rieveal^d. 

To his «heaf made obeisance in the field. 

Then on them lifting up bis ^yes with -care. 

He saw his brotherBenjamin was there: 

**l& this your younger brother here, said h«, 

Of whom ye spake «oife tioe age to sbq? ' 
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May God be gracious unto thee my son,'* 

With yearning bowels, then he from them run; 

Retiring to his chamber, with intent. 

To give his tears, and tender passion vent : 

And when his lonely, briny sho\v*r ^as o^er. 

He wash'd his face, returnM totheraoiice more, 

Refrain'd from tears, and with affection fraught. 

Commanded that the dinner should be brought. 

Accordingly, provision then was made. 

In ample order, just as Joseph bade ; , 

That brought for him, wii$, by itself to be. 

To fit a prince's rank and dignity. 

One table was for the Egj^ptians there j 

For Joseph's brethren, one was set with care j 

And when each table was prepar'd complete, 

They were invited to set down and eat : 

These all were plac'd, with Reuben at the bead, 

According to seignority His said ; 

A circumstance like magic in their eyes, 

Which made them marvel, with a great surprise; 

Not knowing Joseph, into wonder fell. 

How he their ages could discern so well. 

He to his brethren good attention lent, 

And to them messes from his table sent : 

The mess for Benjamin, his mother's son. 

Was five times more than any other one. 

Well furnish'd thus, with Egypt's goodly fare. 

They ate and drank, were merry with him there* 

Now might they think the trying scene was o'er. 

That stormy winds would rise on them no more : 

They'd sunshine have, but soon, alas ! they found. 

The blackest clouds their horizon surround. 

They who had not yet, with sufiicient weight, 

Felt Joseph's trials, his afflictions great ; 

Were not yet clear of deep affliction's shore^ 

Must be corrected, and be prov'd yet more ; 

To give to Joseph an unerring view, 

If they indeed to Benjamin were true. 

Joseph commands his heedful steward then;, 

To fill, the sacks belonging to the men. 
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As Tnucb as tbey could carry with them baclw, 
And each man's monev place within his sack"; 
And put my cup, my silver cop or cann, 
Within the sack's mouth of the youngest raati. 
All which was done, and at the dawn of day 
Next rooming, tbey were calmly sent away. 
When they awhile had on their journey gone, 
Not far out of the city yet withdrawn ; 
The gov'nor gave his steward orders new, 
^^ Rise up, said he, in haste the men pursue ; 
As soon as thou shalt overtake them, say. 
Why have you me rewarded ill this day; 
Is not this that in which my lord doth drink ? 
He surely will not at such treatment wink ; 
But what ye are he certainly will find. 
Ye have done evil, and have been unkind.^' 
The steward thus instructed, straight pursued, 
He overtook them, and (as they thought, rude,) 
Charged them exactly as his lord had told ; 
They knowing well their innocence, were bold ; 
And to the man made light of it, and said, 
** Why should my lord to say these things be led ? 
The Lord forbid thy servants so should do, 
Not one of us have had the thing in view. 
Behold, the money^ with surprise, that we 
Found in our sacks, we brought again to thee ; 
Unlikely now, that we should' be so bold, 
To rob thy lord, of silver or of gold." 

In confidence that they indeed were clear, 
Propos'd a search, set penalties severe; 
" With whomsoever it be found, said they, 
He for his crime, may die without delay ; 
The rest of us, (we give our word to thee) 
To Egypt's lord, will faithful bondmen be." 
The steward them at their proposal takes, 
But this important mitigation makes ; 
" The one with whom the cup shall now appear, 
Shall be my servant, and the rest be clear.*' 
Then evVy sack upon the ground was laid, 
And as they open'd, he inspection^ made; 
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Quite from the eldest to tbe youngest round, 
And lo ! the cup in Benjamin^s was found. 
This seemed full proof, this was conviction plain, 
And^from deep sorrow they could not refrain f 
At ^ight thereof they all werie sore afraid, 
Amateraent and cold terror now pervade. 
In token of their grief at this event, 
Each one of them in twain his garment rent ; 
And seeing now no remedy remain, 
They to the city straight returned in pain« 
Joseph at home for their arrival staid, 
They soon with terror their appearance made f 
And when they Joseph at his house had foundt^ 
They all fell down before him on the ground* 
Ere they could any vindication make 
To clear themselves, he to them sternly spake; 
What deed is this that ye have done tbi& day 
Me for my good, with evil to repay t 
Did you not know a person in my line, 
Could find you out, could certainly divine f 
Tho' they of this were altogether clear. 
So great was their anxiety and fear. 
They knew not what to answer or to sayy 
Till Judah spoke abruptly in dismay :: 
" What shall we utter to my lord, or state^ 
, In this distress, ourselves to vindicate f 
The Lord, this day, thy servants sin hatb vievf^d^ 
How we are guilty of ingratitude : 
liO ! we must be afi servants^ to thee bound. 
Both we,, and he with whom the cup is found/* 
'^ Nay, God forbid, that I should so command, 
Only the man^ said Joseph, in whose hand 
The cup is found,, him I may not release, 
The rest may go to their abode in peaee.^ 
This condescension, Judah boldness gave. 
To come near to him, and attention crave z 
"Let now (I pray) thy servant, O ray lord^ 
Speak in the hearing of my lord, a. word ;. 
Let not thy anger at thy servant burn. 
Nor from tbe humble in displeasure tura ^ 

a * 
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Thou aift to all the people round t^ndear'd, 
As much, indeed, as Egypt's monarch fear'd* 
Then he proceeded and repealed o'er 
What pass'd, when they in i^gy pt were before, 
And Tvith their father, in his grief and pain, 
When they went back, to their abode again. 
In moving notes did he delineate 
His father's sorrow and affliction great, 
For one lost son, as said some former day, 
Was torn to pieces by the beasts o( prey ; 
The- wonderful affection that be bare ' 
To his son Benjamin, who then was there ; 
That 'twas a scene of labour and -of pain. 
Their father's leave for him to come to gain — 
That be himself had been oblig'd to be 
For Benjamin's return, security ; 
His father's life was in the lad so bound. 
If he should see the rest return and found, 
That Benjamin was to return no more, 
His father's anguish then would be so sore. 
In spite of all that they could do to save, 
He sure would go with sorrow to the grave* 
Thus Judah plead the governor to reacb. 
With this petition he concludes bis speech : 
*' Now let thy servant his desire obtain, 
Let me a bondsman with my lord remain, 
Instead«of brother Benjamin, the lad, 
Let him return, and make his parent glad ; 
" For how shall I my father ever see, 
And Benjamin, my brother, not with me : 
Behold him drink the wormwood and the gall, 
And see the evil that shall on him fall " 

So sensibly did Judah's moving speech, 
The heart of deeply feeling Joseph reach ; 
And finding he could not himself contain, 
No-longer from his brethren could refrain. 
He order gave, that each Egyptian there, 
Should from his presence instantly repair. 
As soon as ttom him had withdrawn the crow4^ 
Bis long pent heart burst into weeping loud ! 
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It was a scen€ of wonderfal surprise — 
Vm Joseph, doth my father live, he cries f 
The name of Joseph in that doleful hour — 
Their sense of guilt — to take revenge his power, 
Were almost like a thunder-bolt to wound ; 
Struck thero to silence awful and profound, 
Which he observing, then was pleas'd to say, 
In depth of feeling, " come to me, I pray." 
They drawing near, he said to them, behold ! 
I am your brother ye to Egypt Sold ! 
These words, though spoken with a mildness great, 
Must every heart most deeply penetrate, 
Where, either guilt would let in doleful fear^ 
Or true repentance, sorrow that's sincere. 
He seeing their extremity of grief, 
Was pleasM to add, to grant them quick relief,* 
" However,- let not your affliction stand. 
Because you sold me to a distant land : 
The Lord, who rules with poy^er omnipotent, 
Men's lives to save,«hath me before you sent ; 
For these two years the famine hath been sore^ 
And lo ! there are to come yet five years more 
When there shall be (as well I understand) 
No ears to grow, nor harvest in the land : 
The Lord hath sent me hither, by his grace. 
To save your lives, and to preserve your race ; 
The Lord prepared the path that I have trod, • 
It was not you that sent me here, but Gpd." 
Thus this gpod man, endur'd with love intense, 
By mitigation, eas'd their great offence ; 
His views beyond the instruments arose, 
To him who can all things for good dispose. 
We may, if we the subject rightly view. 
With ease discern his sentiment was true ; 
It was not they, indeed, that sent him tber^, 
It was the Lord, in providential care : 
They sold him to an Ishmaelitish band 
Who might have sent him to a foreign land ; 
And they car'd not where he was sent, it teeii\^, 
Could they be rid of him, and all his dreamsr. 
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The Lord, indeed, conveyM him to that jrface,. 

By various steps of his propitious grace, 

Through trying scenes, and in his time sod hour^ 

RaisM him tostate^ to dignity and power, 

That he might be an mstrument of good j 

In that important work of saving food, 

The family of the faithful ones to save,- 

And many more, from an «H>ttme1y grave. 

*' Therefore, said Joseph, I am thus array'^d, \ 

He hath a father me to Pharaoh made* 

I have, as lord of all his house, command, 

And am the ruler over Egypt's land." ^ 

Haste you in peaceful cheerfulness away, 

Go up to Canaan, lo my father say. 

Thus saith thy Joseph, thy dear long lost sonjt 

The Lord for me things marvellous hath done. 

He's made me of all Egypt's land, the lord, 

Come down to me, my father, is the Word ; j 

Sure Goshen's land is set apart for thee. 

Thou shalt reside contiguous to me r 

Yes, there shak thou and all thy race remain, 

There I will thee, and all that's thine sustain ; 

Five years will pass, before the dearth will cease j 

Here thou and household may be fed i« peace." 

And that no doubt at all with you may rise, 

That I am Joseph, (woodVous in your eyes) 

As prodf thereof, you may good notice take, 

Ere now by an interpreter I spake ; 

" But n«ow behold ! your eyes may clearly view. 

That 'tis my mouth that speaketh unto you* 

Ye shall return, and my dear father cheer. 

Shall let him know of all my glory here ; 

Of all you ' ve seen, and all ye understand ; 

Make haste and bring him down to Egypt's land.'^ 

When he ha<i thus reviv'd his brethren well, 

Upon his youngest brother's neck he fell. 

And there he wept, in love sublime and deep. 

And Benjamin dW on hts brother weep, , 

And after thfb, to them of fear divest. 

An amnesty be grantedta the rest ;. 
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He kiss'd them all, his pardon then to provei 
And wept upon them in endearing love; 
By which kind carriage, all encouraged, they 
Discoursed with him familiarly that day. 

The news of Joseph's brethren being there, 
They soon to Pharaoh, Egypt^s king declare ; 
This pleas'd tlie monarch, and the courtiers wel), 
They bid them welcome in the land to dwell. 
The king for Joseph call'd without delay, 
And told him he must to bis brethren say, 
Takodiivagons ; lade your beasts and go the road, 
That leads to Canaan — to your old abode } 
When you arrive, your aged parent tell 
That he must in the land of Egypt dwell ; 
And bring him with your wives and children dear^ 
There's houses and provisions for you here ; 
Mind not your stuff, but my advice pursue, 
For lo ! the good of Egypt is for you." 
With Joseph's view, thus Pharaoh coincides, 
The wagons and provisions he provides, 
To aid bis father he was so intent, 
A noble pn sent of good things he sent. 
Kind Joseph then, to give his brethren cheer, 
A confirmation of his love sincere. 
With a new suit presented every one ; 
But to distinguish his own mother's son, 
Young Benjamin, he gave him with delight, 
Of silver coin, three hundred pieces bright ; 
Five suits of clothes likewise on him bestow'd ; 
So his affection for his brother glow'd. 
And lest they should upon the way contend, 
Which had, or had not, been his foe or friend^ 
His parting caution was to them, that they 
Should not fall out, or quarrel on the way. 
All things prepar'd accoirding to his view, 
They wci e dismiss'd the journey to pursue ; 
Appearing now more like a stately train. 
They came to Canaan, to their sire again. 
When they had their long-mourning father told, 
" Thy lost son Joseph is alive, behold !" 
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He is the ruler of aH Egypt's land ! 

n^u'^ l^naraoh's kingdom Josepli has command !» 

1 he suddeu news was almost like a diirt, 

lo penetrate his long afflicted heart: 

Amidst extremes of pleasing hope and fear, 

He sunk to languor— v<^as to dying near. 

Jais deep affection would sincerely lead 

lo earnest hope, that it was truth indeed; 

iiut yet his judgment would not quickly view ; 

JLet him believe it was, or could be true : 

1 he.r declaration was, indeed, in vain, 

1 111 he had view'd the wagons in a train, 

1 hat Joseph sent to take them all awav. 

On this did Jacob's languid Tieart revive. 

It IS enough— my son is yet alive : 
No more of his iiew dignity relate, 
His power, his riches, honours in the state : 
He IS alive, and that's enough, I cry— 
1 II go with joy, and see him, ere I die. 

WWh li uTM°"™*^'*^' *"<* ^'«'«"« delay, 
With all he had, arriv'd at Beersheba, 

Where God (whom Jacob's predecessors fear'd) 

Had to his father Isaac once appear'd. 

Yllf ^J^*-* he worshippd r there he sacrific'd 

Unto the God his father Isaac p. iz'd. 

Herein, no doubt, he thank»d the Lord, who sav'd 

Andthank'd him for his other sons restor'd ; 
S T^^^^'^ supplicated and implor'd, 
1 hat he d continue his protection true ; 
Be with him in the journey he'd in vieV. 

Here Israe 's God, this patriarch's deliebt. 
cK'm*" 'j^%'°^i"o«s<'f the night r' 

« I Im dTo'^TK ' " I «•» hefe,>' said he ; 
1 am, said God, thy father's Deity : 

V ^? ?,^yP*' ^"^ "«* hesitate, 
For there I 1 make of thee a nation great. 
I'll go with thee, and will with thee remain 
And bring thee to the promis'd land aga^J " 
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That is, thy lifeless body to be laid, 
And ofispriDg to abide — ^be iw)t afraid ;- V 
'* Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes ;" 
Thy son shall, close thy eye-lids, when thou dies. 
Thus Jacob strengthen^, and with grace endu'd, 
His journey he with greater joy pursu'd. 
He took with him his daughter and his sons, 
Likewise their wives, and all their little ones. 
The patriarch, «vith his whole offspring then, 
They calculate to >be threescore and ten. 
They took their goods,and cattle they possessM, 
To seek for plenty and a place of rest. 

When Jacob, near to Egypt's borders drewj 
He Judah seiit to Joseph with a view 
To let him know 'tiiat they were near the place ; 
For Groshen then directly sets his face. 
When Joseph. had of this been notified, 
His chariot was prepared for hiwi to ride ; 
He forthwith to the land of Goshen went, 
Himself before bis faliier to present. 
They met with joy, the pen can faintly tell. 
And there upon each other'45 neok they fell; 
Forgetting all their sorrows, and their pains, 
They bath'd in tears, and wept in joyful strains ; 
Then breakiag forth in animation high, 
Let me (said the enraptur -d parent) die, 
•$ince thou art living, and by heavenly graee, 
I'm crown'dwith favour, to behold thy face! 
When these endearments were in measure o-er, 
The tea^ had flow'd, till thejr would flow no more. 
Joseph proposed that be •wx)um forthwith go, 
And of theirxomiag let the monarch know. ^ 

Accordingly he to the palace w»nt^ 
Five brethren did before the king present $ 
Told him his ^father, late ffom Canaan'<s land, 
ArrivM in Goshen, and bad made a 'Stand ; 
His children and their flocks and herds had brought 
And in that land the king's protection sought. 
The king received them with attention free, 
And ask'd what might their occupation be? 
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They answ^rM bim, " thy servants shepherds are, 
Keepers of cattle-^so our fathers were ; ' 

In Lgypt we desire awhile to dwell^ 
Because the famine sore on Canaan fell. 
Now therefore let (says they to him) we pray, 
Thy servants in the land of Goshen stay.'' 
The monarch seem'd with sympathy impress'd, 
Most readily be granted their request." 
The way thus openM, soon did Joseph brin^^ 
His father, in the presence of the king ; 
He bless'd the monarch, says the sacred page, 
The lung then ask^d the patriarch his age. ^ 
His answer to the monarch thus appears, 
*^ I've livM one hundred and quite thirty years : 
I have not yet, of years the number gain'd, 
My fathers in their pilgrimage attained/' 
A little time he thus with Pharoah spent, 
And then be from the royal presence went. 
Thus Jacob found, with £gypt's monarch, grace. 
And Joseph did bis aged father place. 
And brethren too, in fertile Goshen's land. 
According to the king's benign command. 
And Joseph freely nourish'd theiki with bread. 
His father, brethren, and their families fed, 
With that same care and perfect tenderness, 
As if they'd been his children in distress. 
Thus Jacob liv'd in Egypt, it appears^ 
In life's declension, quiet seventeen years ; 
From bitter scenes, in his last days releas'd, 
His offspring there exceedingly increas'd* 

Years rolrd away, at length the time drew nigh, 
When Jacob, the gOod patriarch, must die ; 
To call his lov'd son Joseph, he was led ; 
When he arriv d his father to him said, 
" If I, my son, have favour found with thee, 
1 pray that thou would'st kindly deal with me ; 
Lay not my bones in Egypt's land, I pray, 
A promise make, that thou wilt me convey 
To Canaan's land, where dwelt our ancient racej 
And lay me in my father's burying place." 
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Good Joseph then a solemn promise made, 
That his command should duly be obey'd. 
When Israel thus had gotten Joseph's word, 
He bowM himself in reyerence to the Lord, 
That after all his mercies great and true. 
He'd favoured him with an assurance new, I 
By Joseph's promise, to him firmly made, 
That be should in the promis'd land be laid. 

A while from this, word came to Joseph quick^ 
To let him know his father then was sick. 
He and his sons forthwith attention paid, 
A visif to his feeble father made. 
When Jacob found his son was come, His S2ud, 
That he re^v'd, and sat up in the bed. 
Jacob to Joseph then related o'er 
The promise made unto him long before. 
*' The Lord at Luz^ in Canaan, once appeared, 
And lo ! he blest me, for I him rever'd. 
And to me said, behold, most surely, I 
Will make thee fruitful, thee will multiply: 
VM make of thee a multitude indeed. 
And this good land bestow upon thy seed. 
That shall spring up, and flourish alter thee ; 
An everlasting heritage to be." 
When Joseph had been there awhile, we find 
The patriarch whose eyes were almost blind, 
Discern'd some lads between the governor's knees, 
Then Jacob query*d of him, ** who are these ? 
They're my two sons, the Lord hath by his grace, 
Bestow'd on me, sud Joseph, in this place." 
Bring them to me, that from the choicest store, 
I blessings may, said Jacob, on them pour.'' 
Joseph, attentive to his father dear, 
He bow'd his head, and set the children near. 
Then Ja^ob kissM, and pressM them in his arms, 
And said to Joseph (almost fill'd with charms,) 
^^ I had nCl thought to see thy face, indeed. 
And lo ! the Lord harth shown to me thy seed.'' 
One thing is worth an observation here. 
When Joseph brought them to bis father near, 
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He Ephrann took in his right hand, 'tis said. 
And him towards his father's left hand led ; 
And took Manassah (as his prudence plann'd) 
And placM him by his aged sire's right hand. 
Israel, to stretch his right hand out, was sway'd, 
Which on the youngest, Ephraim^s head he laid ; 
His left hand to Manassah's bead apply'd, 
And both his hands.did wittingly thus guide. 
He Joseph blest, in ardour sweet that glow'd, 
And blest the children in the stream that flow'dc 
" The God whom my forefathers long ador'd 
To whom they cried for ev'ry blessii^ pour'd ; 
The God that me throughout my li& hath fed^ 
The messenger that me from evil led ; 
May he be pleased to bless the lads indeed, 
And shower bis gracious blessings on their seed : 
Upon these children let my name be nam'd, 
And name of Abraham and of Isaac fam'd; 
Let them increase, and be a mighty band, 
A multitude of people in the land." 
When Joseph saw his father thus was sway'd, 
That he his right hand on the youngest laid ; 
Which carri'd preference, and the chief regard, 
And as he view'd it, nature's order marr'd ; 
This Joseph thought, must by his father be 
Done through mistake, or inadvertency. 
Of Jacob's right hand Joseph then took hold, 
To lay it on Manassah's head, we're told ; 
" My father, this is my first-born, he said, 
Therefore put thy right hand upon his head." 
But Jacob, when his hands on them he 4aid, 
Was not by judgment nor ajQedion swayM ; 
The hands of this great patriarch benign. 
Were guided by authority divine. 
He could not yield to Joseph^s prudent view ; 
*^ I know, my son, saidfae, that this is true : 
From thy first-born will rise a people great, 
But they will not the younger emulate ; 
For lo ! there shall, in after days, be view'd 
Of Ephraim's seed, a mighty multitude." 
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'Fhen adding to his former blessing stress, 

" In thee, shall they who are of Israel bless. 

And say, may he, who did the world create. 

Make thee as Ephraim, and Manassah great.'^ 

Theofgrowingw^eaker, found his end was niglv 

"Behold, said he, to his lov'd son, I die ; 

The Lord of life shall with my s^ed remain, 

And bring you to your father's land again*'* 

Then found, apace was coming on Itis end) 

Sent for his sons, upon him tQ attend, 

While be had strength to bid them all farewell^ 

To pour on them his blessing$| and foretell 

What should befall them, in this vale of tears^ 

And progeny, in distant after years. 

" Gather yourselves together now, said he^ 

Te sons of Jacob, hearken unto me." 

They all attentive, he proceeds, to each 

Of them, distinctly makes his final speech. 

When 'Israel thus had spoken to each son. 

And in deep love^ bad bless'd them every ouc ; 

Not as his own affection would incline, 

But as iuduc'd by openings divine. 

Once more he notified his children dear, 

That his long-look'd for death was very near :• 

To bury him, he gave them a command^ 

Beside his father's bones, in Canaan's land ; 

Then found from his decayed frame release, 

His .bumble spirit yielded up in peace. 

But pious Joseph's deeply feeling heart, 

Could scarcely-from his tender parent part ; 

He fell upon his father's face, 'tis said, 

And sorely wept, and kiss'd him on the bed. 

By which he gave his tender passion vent. 

Then to his servants the physicians sent ; 

They then were to embalm the body bid, 

Which in obedience to his word, they did. 

And lo ! they had a sokmn mourning then, 

They mourn'd for Jacob threescore days and ten. 

Then Joseph, his fond father to obey, 

Went up, bis bones in Canaan's tomb to lay. ^ . . 
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To honour Joseph, and the funeral too, 
There went of Pharaoh's servants, not a few ; 
The elders of the royal fam'ly, grand, 
And all the ruling elders of the land ; 
Chariots and horsemen this great funeral grace^ , 
They join'd with Jbseph, and his father's race. 
Thus they went on, at length they made a stand, 
At Atad's threshing floor, in Canaan's land ; 
And Joseph a most solemn mourning made, 
The mourners there seven days together staid ; 
Their mourning was so very sore and great, 
The Canaanites, the people of that state, 
Said, (at a scene unknown to them before) 
" This to th' Egyptians is a mourning sore." 
'\\f hen this was cfos'd, they with a solemn pace, 
Proceeded to the ancient burying place j 
There, in the cave that long before was made, 
Good Joseph saw his father's body laid. 
His word perform'df he, with the generous train^ 
Forthwith return'd to Egypt^s land again. 

While Jacob liv'd, his guilty sons might be, 
As they considered, all from danger free ; 
But having lost their potent advocate, 
Their guilt revived, their fears were very great : 
Thought Joseph now, would punish ev*ry one, 
For all the evil, they to him had done, 
After consulting, they to Joseph frame 
A message, in their Worthy father's naine ; 
Whose memory liv'd, (as very well they knew) 
And much was reverenc'd in the governor's view ; 
That they their potent brother might appease, 
A messenger they sent, jvith words like these: 
*' Thy father gave us a command to say. 
To Joseph, please to pardon, now, I pray, 
The trespass of thy brethren and their sin, 
Although they err'd exceedingly therein." 
And having thus to Joseph smooth'd the way, 
Their own petition they prefer, and say, 
^ - And now to thee we most sincerely pray, 
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Forgive the trespass, lay DOt now the rod, 

I Upon tbeservaots of tKy father's God." 

' Here we discern with what peculiar art, 
They the most moving arguments impart ; 

' His parent's wish, bis long-lov'd dying friend^ 
That he to pardon them would condescend, 

[ Not only in relation, as they stood. 

■ To him as brethren, his own flesh and blood j 

But also servants, such as truly fear'd. 
The God both Jacob, and that he revered. 
This humble message struck the good man deep, 
That he indeed, could not forbear to weep. 
On this petition to procure his grace. 
They came themselves and fell before his face ; 
Their hearts almost with fear and anguish bled ; ■ 
" Behold,, we are thy servants," now, they said. 
His heart-sick- brethren he was pleas'd to cheer, 

I Id words consoling, told them not (o fear. 

** Do 1," said he, "^stand in the place of God ; 
Topunishyou »ith the avenging rod? 
^ HRiw indeed that ye gross evil tbou^t, 

[ . IBat God meant good, which h^ in mercy brought ;. 
f^He rais'd nie up an instrument'to save 
& multitude from an untimely grave. 
Now therefore fear not any hurt Irom me, 
.Tor I so far from injuring you will be, 
I^II nourish you, in every, scene of need, 
Both you and all your little ones i, M feed." 
Good Jacob's death is thought to be, weVe told, 
"When Joseph w:is Just fifly-six years old ; 
And aftcrthat, it by the text appears. 
Be liv'd in Bgypt four-and-fifty years. 
When Joseph found his death was drawing near, 
He call d his brethren, and his kinsmen dear, 
And said to them, " my days to come are few ;- 
The Lord your God will surely visit you, 
He will perform what long ago he plann'd, 
Will guide you safely to the promis'd land. 
Confirm'd to those who now are in the grave^- 
Tbat he to Abr«bani and his offspring gave." 
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He then most soIeiOBly conSrm'd the thing. 
That God would surely them from li^gypt bring. 
And then he gave them bis farewelV command, 
To takes his bones with them to Canaan's land. 
He died in peace, as says the sacred page, 
When just one huudred and ten years of age. 
To this great man was due attention paid, 
He was embalm'd and in a coffin laid. 

Thus, he who would to no temptation yield, 
Who gainM the conquest in probation's 6eld ; 
He who was into gloomy bondage sold. 
And was rewarded e'en a hundred fold ; 
He who was patient, humble, meek and wise, 
Obtain'd the great, and the immortal prize ; 
His spirit that from youth for heaven glow'd, 
Rose as with wiugs to its long sought abode j 
The region where no wicked ones annoy 
The glorious kingdom of eternal Joy. 
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Still, id the tomb, awhile hxid Joseph l^n^ 
When a new king in Egypt rose, to reign ; 
Another Pharaoh sat upon the ihroiie, 
"Who had not Joseph's person ever Iviiowti. 
Afleeting age had roll'd away, or more, 
Since the Egyptian liimine great iuid sore ; I 

And Joseph's kindness, and his worthy name 
Was now forgotten, to their lasting tliame : 
When his good deeds to Egypt's iiog and crown, 
Ought to have had perpetual renown. 
This monarch view'd, and lo ! it broke his peacct 
The Israelites' most wonderful increase ; 
They prosper'd, and they multipli'd indeed. 
That Goshen's land was fill'd with Jacob's seed. 
The king held it expedient, to secure 
Himself from barm, and wealth and fame procure ; 



THE ISEAELlTfiS I>ELIVXBED. 10 

He by self-interest and delusion led, 

Convent the elders of the land, and said, ' < 

** The Israelites are now become, we see, 

In number more, and mightier than we ; 

Let us, therefore, with them be very wise, 

Lest they grow stronger, and o'er Egypt rise ; 

Or in some war, join an invading (oCf 

To overpower us, aiid from Egypt go ; 

Whereby this land would lose a certain gain, 

That we might from so many slaves obtain." 

The people to the royal speech took he^d, 

And jointly with their cautious king agreed. 

The Israelites to labour hard, did bring, 

In making brick, and building for the king. 

Their scheme was thi«, the Israelites to keep 

To labour hard, and profits from them reap, 

By slavery, unlimited disgrace, 

To bring to abject indigence their race; 

Their bodies weaken by the labour sore, \ 

Their minds debase by stings unknown before. 

In policy, more cruel than the tomb, 

They set task-masters to complete their doom ; 

To oversee, and grievous burdens lay. 

And make them serve with rigoor, day by day ; 

So that their lives were very bitter made, 

Bv grievous tasks, their tyrant masters laid* / 

To cruel bondage they were forc'd to yield, / 

In mortar, brick, and service o( the field. / 

But as, indeed, the camomile we know, < 

When trodcupon, more vigorous willgr^'^d 

And as the palm-tree, we so much ^'' q\J!J 

With weights encumber'd,spreadsa*^^'' **5s the higher ^ 

And ^ the Church of Christ 3;^ gtw^ best, 

When by its cruel=cneirie&«ppress'd ; 

So we this long-afflicted pe<3^e view, 

The more oppress'd the mightier they grew.. 

Thus Pharaoh was to deep vexation ted ; 

He verified what once a poet said. 

^' The envious man frets till himself grows^ lean, 

Becamie bis neighbour's fortune is serene*" 
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It much disturb^ tbe king of Egypt's peace, 
When be beheld the Israelites increase ; 
In spite of all the heavy burdens laid, 
To see them grow, made Egypt's men afraid. 
The monarch's fears increasing to distress, 
Their mighty growth completely to suppress. 
He issu'd orders in his boundless strain^ 
That every son born to tbe Jews be slain ; 
But they adive should every daughter save : 
He this command unto the roidwives gave. 
But when the monarch came to understand, 
That they bad not regarded bis command, 
That they had not these infant children fcilPd, 
He was with bitter indignation fill'd. 
Resolv'd a more effectual course to take, 
To all the people in his kingdom spake, 
And issuM out an edict most forlorn, 
That every son unto the Hebrews born 
They should forthwith into the river throw ;* 
But every daughter should escape the wo. 
This edict issu'd, so as not td fail, 
Made for the drowning^every Hebrew male^ 
Produced a sorrow, and a mourning sore, 
Such as was not in Goshen knownr before ; 
All schemes the anxious parents could contrive,. 
No doubt were form'd to save the babes alivf •« 

Awhilf" before this cruel law was made, 
Amram atlention to a virgin paid ; 
And to obt)un domestic joys in life. 
He made b^ in affliction's days his wife; 
By whom i\.^, Hiiter, they call Miriam came ; 
Four years \^ *K"^t, a son they Aaron name : 

The next a sdC r^u Mases, it appears. 

When Aaron's age was just about tht^ae years.. 
This little son, the last th#woman bare. 
Not only wa»-so goodly, and so fair ; 
But something supernatural^ and divine, 
Appear'd upon bis countenance to sbine ; 
lVhich.made his mother more for him regard, 
And labour for his preservation h^rd* 
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She kept her babe three months conceal'd, that so 

The Egyptians might not his existence Ipow ; 

And finding by contrivances apply'd, 

Sthe could no longer her dear infant hide ; 

Atfd apprehending he might soon be found, 

By Pharaoh's executioners, and drown'd : 

She, doubtless, led by an instinct divine, 

C6nducted not as nature would incline. 

A little ark she of bulrushes made. 

Which she with pitch to keep out water paid ; 

And when the boat was by the woman done. 

She laid therein her little darling son, 

And plac'd it by the border of the Nile, 

And set his sister Miriam there awhile, 

A distance oiOf, (then seven years old was she) 

What would become of this fair babe to see. 

'Twas ordered soon by Providence divine, 

Who works great wonders in his love benign. 

That Pharaoh^s daughter, they Thermuthis name, 

Pown to the river, with her maidens came. 

As she was walking by the river's side, 

Behold ! the little floating ark she spy'd. 

To fetch the same, she forthwith sent a maid, ^ 

The ark was brought, and near the princess laid ; 

Which, when she had to her surprise, unbound, 

She there a lovely weeping infant foi^nd. 

This unexpected innocent to view. 

Compassion from the feeling princess drevif ; 

Made her exclaim in sympathy sincere, 

"This is one of the Hebrews children dear." 

Attentive Miriam, though she then was young, jj^ 

Soon drawing near, she cast herself among ^ 

This company, and found the princess mild ; ^/^ 

The infant took to be a Hebrew's child ; ?; 

" Shall I go forth, and call in haste, said she; j 

A Hebrew nurse,.to keep the child for thee ?"* , 

" Go," said the princess — Miriam thus taught. 

Ran, and her own. and the child's mother brought. 

Then said the princess, ♦* one request I make, 

That thou this child to nurse for m$ would take, 
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For thy reward I'll give thee wages fair, 

As sure as tb(hl performs the charge with care/' 

To this the i^iiant's mother soon agreed ; 

Ttie bargain^ was a welcome one indeed. 

She took it home, and with rejoicing true^ 

Durst nurse it now, exposed to open view. 

And when the child was old enough, Hwas brought 

To Pharaoh's house, to dwell, and to be taught. 

This lad, the princess' deep ajffection won, 

And she adopted hiiis to be her son. 

And in a serious, retrospective view, 

Th*at she the child out of the river drew. 

To call him Moses, open'd in her mind. 

The word is thus, " I drew him out" defin'd — 

Thus unawares predicting, (it is said) 

Israel should be by him from Egypt led. 

Thus Moses into rharaoh's court was brought, 

And in their learned sciences was taught ; 

Both civil and the military line, 

All that could make him in that kingdoni shine. 

In aftertime, this might good Stephen lead, 

TTo call him mighty, both in word and deed. 

And in some ancient histories, 'tis said, 

That he as gen'ral, Pharaoh^s forces led 

Forth in the field, and gainM a victory grand, 

P'er a great array, from a distant land. 

And other mighty deeds of him we find, 

Ere he with the afflicted Hebrews join'd. 

But when grown potent, and, as it appears, 

Arriv'd unto the age of forty years, 

An inclination sympathetic grew, 

To go, and his afflicted brethren view. 

So by a deep, unfeign'd affection sway'd, 

He went, and their calamities survey'd. 

The sight of this must almost him amaze, 

A deep compassion for their misery raise, 

And indignation in his heart create, 

To the Egyptians, their oppressors great. 

He there beheld (and could not bear the sight) 

A hard Egyptian, a poor Hebrew smite ; 
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To that degree <bis indignation grew, 
He the oppressing, vile Egyptian slew. 
He thought his brethren would have understood, 
The Lord Ahnighty, who is kind and good, 
Would raise him up, an agent in his band, 
To lead his people to the promis'd land. 
Such was his prospect, and this doubtless drew 
Him then to go^ and their afflictions view. 

The next day Moses was inclined once more, 
To view theji: burdens, that indeed were sore : 
And findingwo, who both were Hebrew men. 
Each with th^ other in contention then ; 
That they were brethren, he put them in mind, 
Who ought to be to one another kind, 
And said to him who was abusive quite. 
Wherefore dost thou thy peaceful brother smite? 
The one that wrong'd his fellow with a sneer. 
Said, " who made thee prince, judge, or overseer ? 
Is it thy vile intention me to slay. 
Just as thou didst the Egyptian yesterday V* 
This startled Moses, for thereby he saw^ 
'Twas known that he had broken Egypt's law. 
If this was not concealed from Pharaoh's view, 
To Egypt doubtless he must bid adieu. 
Nor where his fears of Pharaoh's vengeance vain, 
Who soon got news, and sought to have him slain; ^ 

No longer safe, from Egypt Moses fled, 
He was towards the land of Midian led. 
While on his travel, in fatigue, it fell, 
To rest himself, he sat down by a well ; 
Seven daughters of the priest of Midian came, 
They Jethro call, or sometimes Reuel name ; 
They came thf ir father's flock to water there. 
Of which they had (tho' maids of rank) the care. 
Some rustic shepherds, who presum'd to sway. 
With great importance crowded theib away. 
This Moses view'd ; bis duty seem'd to press* 
To grant relief to persons in distress. 
He could not brook the rustic's rude ofience, 
But bravely stood up in the ipaids defence ^ 
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In friendship, free as the nocturnal dew, 
He water for the shepherdesses drew. 
By |he assistance of this man of powV, 
The maids returned at an unlook'd for hour ; 
Their father was, with wonder, led to say, 
" How happened ye to come so soon to-day ?" 
They answerM him, *• a man from Egypt's land. 
Relieved us fairly froo^he shepherd's*hand } 
He stood our friend, as firmly as a rock. 
And water drew for all our thittv flock||' 
His daughters he with some displeasure* iewM, 
And reprehended their ingratitude : 
" Why have ye left the man behind, said he ? 
Invite him home, to be refreshed with me.'' 
So they sent off, with expeditious care. 
Brought Moses in, and entertain'd him there. 

This friendly conduct, so sincere and kind, 
Led Moses to communicate his mind ; 
His proposition was, to stay, and keep 
As a good shepherd, Jethro's flock of sheep. 
To this proposal, soon he had consent. 
And dwelt with Jethro, in a state content. 
And after he had there awhile abode. 
The priest on him a shepherdess bestowed. 
So Moses now was better pleas'd in life, 
*He had two sons J>y Zipporah, his wife ; 
To name the first-born Gershom, he was led, 
Which signifies, a stranger there, 'tis said. 
" For I," sa^a he, escap'd from Pharaoh's hand, 
^^ Have been a stranger in a distant land." 
He £lieier nam'd the last — design'd. 
Because the word, the Lord my help's defin'd ; 
•* My father's God, my gracious help, said he. 
From Pharaoh's hand, and sword deliver'd me." 

While Moses did with Jethro thus abide. 
In Midian*s land, the king of Egypt died ; 
The Israelites' oppressor was remov'd. 
But his successor such another prov'd ; 
When one corrupt, inhuman king had ceas'd» 
There rose another^ and their woes increased. 
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The Israelites, beneath thedolefol weight 
Of ponderous burdens^ and oppressions great, 
Were forc'd to. heave the deeply wailing sigh ^ 
They after sighing rais'd a bitter cry : 
And after crying, they began to groan, 
With a most grievous and heart-rending moau^ 
They sigh'd by reason of hard Pharaoh's rod ; 
They cry'd, and lo ! their cry came up to God ! 
By reason of their bondage, deep and great, 
God heard^ly groanings of their mournful state ; 
His gracious T^ov'nant then was brought to view, 
With Abraham, Isaac, and with Jacob too. 
The Lord look'd down, with a propitious eye, 
And paid attention to their doleful cry ; 
And now approach'd the long predicted hour, 
Of their defiv Vance from Egyptian pow V : 
The Lord, in his stupendous love and care, 
Began his servant Moses to prepare, 
His greatly injured people to command, 
And be their leader to the prorais'd land. 

'Twas Moses' business, at this time to keep. 
As he agreed, his father Jetbro's sheep ; 
The flock, attentive to the way he trod, 
He led to Horeb, callM the mount of God. 
A mighty cHie then down from heaven came, 
Appeared to Moses in a burning flame, 
Out of a bush, that on the mouplain grew. 
An awful anU alarming sight to view ! 
The burning bush led Moses tolidmire, 
'Twas not consum'd, tho' in Si flame of fire ! 

This was a lively emblem of the state 
Of Israel, under the Egyptian weight ; ^ ' 
Who, though the fire of trials, great and sore, 
Among them burnt, unknown on eaith before ; 
Pbaraoh^s oppression made them g^an and cry, 
Yet they indeed, were not consum'd thereby. 
This sight so rare and wonderful to view, 
The deep attention of tbe shepherd drew; 
And made him say withiii himself, we're tcJd, 
I'll turn aside, and thia great sight bekold ! 

10 
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The busb, t|v>»gh bu)*ning, in a fier^ flame, 

Is not coDsum'd, but still remains the same ! 

The scene indeed was marvellous and new ; 

And when God saw bim turn aside to view, 

He twice voucfasafd to call the shepherd's name, 

Cry'd, *^ Moses, Moses !'' from the burning flame. 

When Moses heard, with his attentive ear, 

The awful voice, he answer'd, '* I am here/' 

The Lord to strike him with a deeper sense, 

Of the dread presence of omnipotence ^ 

Of Him, who is the majesty dtvkie; • ' 

And with the deeper revVence to incline 

The. ear of Moses, his pure word to hear, 

Stopt him from moving, or approaching near^ | 

** Draw not nigh hither, to this awful seat ; 

Put off thy shoes, that are i^n thy feet ; 

To view this sight advance not o'er thy bound^ 

The place whereon thou stands is holy ground r' 

(The hoi V presence made it pure ; when gone, 

The holiness was also quite withdrawn.) 

Now Moses was to deep attention led, * 

And heard distinctly what Jehovah said ^ 

'^ I am the God, Abraham and Isaac feared, 

That Jacob, and thy father too, rever'd." 

When Moses saw the burning bush to shine, 

And heard the voice of HiAi who is divine; 

He from a rev'rence, awful and profound. 

Of him who is the king of nations crown'd, 

Conceal'd his face, for «ore afraid was he, 

To look upon the heav'nly miyesty. 

The Lord then said, " lo ! I have surely seen 

My people, who in Egypt long have been j 

I've heard their mournings, and their bitter sighs. 

Seen their afflictions, and ha%^ heard their ciiefi^ 

And to relieve them from their woful state, 

I am come down to them in pity great !'' 

The mode of speaking he made use of then. 

Was imitation of the terms of men ; 

That we may understand the king whO' reigns^ 

To stoop to man's capacity he deigps. 
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" I am come down, said Zion's heav'nly kin^, 

My people from Egyptian pow'r to bring ; 

To lead them out i'rom under Pharaoh's hand> 

Unto a fertile and delightful land ; 

A region for them long ago I chose ; . , 

A country that with milk and honey flows r 

Now therefore since my people Israel's cry, 

In bondage sore has come to me on high ; 

I've beard and seen how deeply they're distre^'d. 

The great oppression^ wherewith they're oppress'df 

Come now, and I will thee to Pharaoh send, 

To call on him, an ear to me to iend ; 

And that thou may^st my people Israel bring. 

Out from the bondage of the Egyptian king.'' 

This awful and this unexpected woix], 
When spoken by the overruling Lord, 
Much startled Moses, though his heart was good, 
He knew how things with him in £gypt stood f 
Why he fromUhe Egyptian court had fled ; 
Might not have heard the former king was dead ^ 
The angry king who sought his life to take. 
That he began excuses here to make. 
First from bis meanness, insufficiency; 
" Ah ! who am 1 that I should go, said he, 
To Pharaoh ! and that I should Israel bring, 
Out from the bondage of th* Egyptian king f " 

The Lord remov'd his first excuse, or plea. 
By saying, " I will surely be with thee." 
And let this wondrous and miraculous sight, 
That I have sent thee, now convince thee quite, 
•' When thou hast brought the people Israel here, 
Ye in the mountain shall the Lord revere.^^ 
But Moses said, ** behold if I obey. 
And come to Israel, and shall to them say, 
The Lord who was to your forefathers true, 
Your father's God hath sent me unto you. 
And they shall ask, what is his name, we pray f 
What shall I to them, as an answer say ?" 
I'M THAT I AM," reply d the gracious Lord; 
Apd this indeed sball.be to them ♦^^ word. 
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And thod sbalt also tell the people true, 
Behold, I AM, hath sent me unto you. 
Moreover thou (continued he) sbalt tell 
"My people, who in cruel bondage dwell. 
By Israel's elders, whom thou shalt convene ; 
To tliem relate the wonders thou hast seen ; 
The Lord, the God, your fathers long reverM, 
The God that Abraham, and that Isaac fearM, 
With Jacob's God, I've had an interview, 
Audio! he now hath sent me unto you, 
To let you know that I have seen most sure, 
The great and sore afflictions you endure ; 
And I have said, with my Almighty hand, 
I'll bring you safely to the promis'd land. 
And thou shalt come (with thee the elders bring) 
And say to Pharaoh the Egyptian king, 
The Hebrews' God hath met with us, and lo J 
He hath indeed, commanded us to go 
To worship him ; now we beseech of thee. 
To listen to the mighty God's decree 5 
And let us go, according to his word, 
That we may sacrifice unto the Lord ; 
And surely he'll not let you quit his land, 
Nor me regard, but by a mighty hand ; 
Then I'll o'er Egypt stretch my hand, in might, 
And them with deep and sore afflictions smite ; 
And after I my plagues, and wonders show, 
The king will let you forth from Egypt go." 

Enough was said, one would indeed have thought, 
That well considers who it was that taught. 
All Moses' scruples to have quite remov'd ; 
Yet he objected, he still backward prov'd. 
"Behold !" said he, " they will not me receive, 
Nor hearken to me, nor my word believe ; 
They'll say the Lord had not appear'd to me, 
How shall I prove that I am sent of thee f 

In condescension here the Lord inclines, 
To Moses' weakness, gave him several signs^ 
To prove to him by supernatural sights. 
And to convince the hopeless Israelites^ 
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TBat be was surely sent to take cotninaiid. 
And be their leader to the pFomis'd land. 
Then Moses having in bis hand a rod, 
" Cast it forthwith upon the ground," says God : 
And lo ! the rod that on the ground he threw. 
Became a serpent, terrible to view. 
This sudden sight struck Moses with such dread. 
That he in terror from the serpent fled. 
The Lord then said, (on seeing fear prevail) 
" Put forth thy hand, and take it by the tail." 
Thereby enc^urag'd, he became more bold. 
Reached out his hand, and as express d, took hold ; 
It then resumed the shape it had before, 
And in his hand became a rod once more. 
This v/as performed by Him who's good and kind, 
To banish doubts from Moses' fearful mind ; 
And that when he^ in the Almighty's name, 
Before the Israelites should do the same. 
They might, believe, with one unfeign'd accord, 
That he was weil-commission'd by the Lord. 
That Moses might to doubting not incline. 
The Lord vouchsafed to grant another sign ; 
Put in tby bosom, now, said he, thy hand ; 
Moses, obedient to the Lord^s command, 
Put in his hand, and took it out, and lo! 
His hand was lepVous, just as white as snow ! 
The Lord once more gave Moses a command, 
To put into his bosom then his hand; 
He put it in and took it out once more, 
Audit was cur'd, completely as before. 
This miracle was evidence so great. 
It could not fail of halving strength and weight ;< 
In that the plague of dire white leprosy, 
Which quite incurable, was held to be ; 
Was both inflicted, and <fae very hour. 
Was also eur'«d, fay »ii Alli^hty power! 
Here Moses might ^witfi reason good conoeite,^ 
That if the Israelites would oof believe, 
Ou the first sign exhibited t^ view, 
That on the second, they'd believe hia tim^ 
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But that there luigbt not rUe a doubting wcnrdL 

The Lord was pleasM to add to him a third : 

•* If they will not believe the two before. 

The water of the river thou sbait pour 

Upon the land, and though 'twas clear and good^ 

Before their eyes, it shall be turned to blood. 

But Moses yet could not be fully free, 
The want of utt Vance, was his present plea ; 
" O Lord,*' said he, " I am not eloquent, 
Therefore I am improper to be sent ; 
Thy servant is unqualifi'd to teach, 
I am so slow of utterance and speech," 
This last objection, lie who's good and kind, 
Was plea'd to move from his reluctant mind, 
By telling him to " let it well be weighed. 
By whom the tongue or mouth of man was made^ 
Or who hath form'd, among the human kind, 
The dumb, the deaf, the seeing or the blind ? 
Say have not I, the aW-creating Lord : 
Now therefore go, thou hast, indeed, my word ; 
" I'll be with thee, if thou wilt but obey, 
And with thy mouth, and teach thee what to say." 
Now having no apology to make. 
He bluntly to his gracious sov'reign spake : 
Instead oi me, pray let some one attend, 
** Send, O my Lord, \jy him whom thou wilt send.'' 
While Moses bad yet any thing to say, 
Though e'er so small, why he should not obey, 
^ In reason founded, or in common sense. 
We do not read his Maker took ofience ; 
Did to his weakness condescension pay. 
And all his scruples quite remove away ; 
But since objections be can make no more. 
He's yet unwilling, as he was before, 
To be obedient to the heavenly word, 
Was kindled to the displeasure of the Lord. 
Which shows, that he will deign an ear to len^ 
And long to human frailty condescend ; 
Tet his dependants must.obey hircall^ 
For he will not be trifled with at aB^ 
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The Lord displeas'd, is yet with Moses mild ; 
But treats him still uniike a stubborn child ; 
He passes lightly over the offence, 
Resumes his plea, the want of eloquence : 
Told him more plain (to urge him to confide) 
How that defect shoi^d fully be suppli'd. 
Thy brother Aaron doth in Egypt dwell, 
1 know (says God) that he can utter well. 
Lo ! he comes forth ; to meet thee is his choice, 
The interview will make his heart rejoice ; 
Thou shalt my will to him communicate, 
Which he to others shall again relate ; 
I'll be with thee, thy month and Aaron's too. 
And teach what shall be said and done by you ; 
Instead of mouth shall Aaron be to thee, 
And thou to him instead of God shall be ; 
And take the rod, that now is in thy hand, 
And do great signs therewith, at my command.^ 

Now Moses yielded, after he bad stood 
Against the word, as^long as e'er he could } 
And taking with him, in his hand, the rod. 
That from this time was calPd " the rod of God 5" 
Since by the Lord so highly dignified. 
And in his caijise, completely pro v'd and tried ; 
Was us'd by Moses, wonders to produce, 
And consecrated to a holy use. 

He takes his wife, and his two sons away. 
That from Mount Horeb he might them convey, 
To Midian, to his father Jethro's care ; 
And it appears that Moses left them there. 
Till he brought Israel ^om their deep distress, 
And ^met his family in the wilderness. 
Since Moses now had. yielded to obey 
The Ix)rd's command, was fitting for the way. 
The Lord, to ease his mind of every fear. 
And make him go upon the way with cheer, 
Said, *' go, return to Egypt, nothing dread. 
For all the men who sought thy life are dead. 
And see that thou perform in iHiaraoh^s vien*, 
The wooders I commanded thee to do. 

*£xod. xyiu. ^>. 
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But I Hill liarden wicked Pharaoh^s heart, 

That he shall not let Israel depart. 

And thou shalt go to.Pharaoh with my word^ 

And say to him, thas saith the mighty Lord, 

Israel's my soa^ first-born, 1 say to thee, 

Let my son go, that he may worship me ; 

If thou refuse ; if tiiou dost him retain, 

Then thy own son, thy first-born shall be slmn/^ 

So Moses, on tlie journey now intent, 
From Horeb to his ikther Jethro went^ 
But yet did not, that we discover stale. 
To him the vision, he had seen of late; 
Nor tell him of the message or command 
He had from God, to go to Egypt's land ; 
But only did to bis kind father say^ 
Let me now go from thee awhile 1 pray. 
Unto my brethren, who in Egypt dwell. 
To see if they are yet alive and well'* 
He got from him immediate release. 
His answer was to Moses, " go in peace." 
A form of speech, that did his leave express, 
As well as wish him in the waj' success. 
So Moses forward went, as he was led ; 
The Lord then to his brother Aaron said, 
Go forth, into the wilderness repair. 
To meet thy brother (who is coming there.) 
So Aaron went, and met him, with his rod, 
And him saluted, in the Mount of God. 
Then Moses told his brother how the Lord 
Had him commissioned by bis sacred word, 
With all the signs that wasth^ Lord's conmiancl^ 
So on they went and came to Egypt^s land. 

Soon to assemble, Aaron then invites 
The heads or elders of the Israelites } 
So they convenM, just at the time he nam*(^ 
And Aaron to them solemnly proclaim'd, 
The message by his brother from the Lord, 
And Mo^s, by the signs, confirmed the word ; 
Performed them, as commanded, in their sight, 
Who thereupon foe4ieY^4, with great 4eligbt. 
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And when they had so clearly ondefstood, 
The Lord had them thus visited for good ; 
That he had look'd on their afflictions sore-, 
And that their bondage now was nearly o^er ; 
The elders humbled ; they with one accord^ 
Bow*d down their heads, and worshipped the Lord. 

Moses and Aaron then to Pharaoh went, 
With the plaiu message that the Lord had sent ; 
" Lo ! we," said they, " were sent to thee to tell, 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
Now let my people be from toil releas'd. 
That they may go and hold to roe a feast.'* 

When they had thus delivered him the word, 
" Who is (was Pharaoh's quick reply) the Lord ? 
That I should be obedient to his voice, 
And let the people go, against my choice ? 
The Lord your God, I do not own or know, 
Nor will I let the people Israel go." 
"The Hebrews God hath met with us, said they, 
And told us, we must homage to him pay, 
And offer him an humble sacrifice ; 
Therefore we pray thee, let us now arise, 
And three days journey in the wild repair, 
To offer to him sacrifices there ; 
If we neglect, the Lord for our offence, 
May fall on us with sword or pestilence.''' 
The 'king, wliose heart by wickedness was hard. 
Took then) up short, would not the word regard ; 
'• Moses and Aaron, why do you beguile. 
And vainly stop the people from their toil f 
Their numbers greatly in, the land increase. 
And now ye make them from their burdens cease j 
To your concerns most strict attention pay. 
Get you to your owns burdens now away." 
By haughty powV triumphant over right, 
They thus were driven from the monarch's sight-. 

He highly vexM at this short interview^ 
To the task-masters orders gave anew, 
To put in force a most oppressive law, 
That they no more should give the people straw, 
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To make ihe brick, as they before bad doae ; 
Btii they themselves to gather straw should riin : 
„^ On them shoald yet, fall tale of biicks be laid, 
Which they, before this act was pass'd, had made. 
*' Now lay, said Pharaoh, on these men ibe rod, 
Who cry, let us go sacrifice to God ; 
And let the work on them be very hard, 
That they may not vain words of men regard." 

When these task-masters, who were sliarp and bold. 
And the inferior officers had told 
The Israelites of this vexatious law, 
That Pharaoh would no moi'e allow th#m straw : 
Yet of their work no part would he abate, 
(A doubly sad and deep afiiicted state.) 
They then were scatter'd all the country round) 
To gather stubble, since no straw was found ^ 
Their masters drove them to fulfil the law. 
Their daily tasks, as when they found them straw ; 
Now when they could not possibly complete, 
The orders issu'd from the royal seat, 
Those who were of the Israelites distressed, 
Whom the task-masters set above the rest, 
To see each task completed, as before, 
Were calfd to reckoning, and were beaten sore. 

Those who thus fill'd the overseers hard place, 
Were of th' afflicted Israelitish race ; 
That they the truth to light might fully bring, 
To know if this decree was of the king, 
Or whether by their hard task^niasters made, 
They their complaint before the monarch laid ; 
They told him. of their grievance sore and great. 
And humbly did with him expostulate. 
*' Wherefore dost thou thus deal, to make a law. 
That thy poor servants be allow'd no straw ? 
Yet the task -masters, who with us are hard. 
Say make us brick^ when of the means debarred, 
^ince we our tasks can't finish, as before, * 

They take thy servants, and they beat us sore ; 
Quite deaf are they to thy poor servants cries, 
Wben all the fault in thy own people lies." 
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Instead of listening with a gracioas ear. 
They had from Pharaoh this reply severe, 
"You're idle, idle, Til not bear your cries. 
To quit your labour, and to sacrifice ; 
Go to your work consistent with my law, 
For I no more i«^ill furnish you with straw ; 
To do your tasks ye shall not therefore fail, 
But of the bricks deliver the full tale." 

By this the Israeiitish agents saw 
Their state was wretched, by the monarches law. 
On coming forth from Pharaoh, in the street. 
They did with Moses and with Aaron meet ; 
And faithless now that they could find relief. 
They vented out their anger and their grief: 
'*The Lord look down on you, in judgment rigbt| 
For ye have made its loathsome in the sight 
I Of Pharaoh, and his servants too, this day, 
- And given them a weapon, us to slay." 
I This was to Moses a retort severe, 

For^is great labour and his love sincere. 

As soon »s he a proper place could find. 

To ease tlie bnrdens of an anguished mind, 

He caird on Him who rules iq realms above, 

Expostulating in the depth of love : 

'* Why hast thou dealt with Israel thus, O Lord ? 

Why hast thou sent me with thy sacred word? 

For since I here to cruel Pharaoh came. 

To speak to him, in thy most holy name, 

Still greater burdens on poor Israel fall, 

Thy people thou hast not reliev'd at all." 

'^Now, (said the Lord to Moses) shah thou vle^, 
What I will untp cruel Pharaoh do ; 
Ere 1 have done with this oppressor, lo! 
He will be glad to kt the people go : 
When he has felt most tlioroughly the weight 
Of my right hand, on hin, in judgment great.; 
Behold, be then shall with a potent hand. 
Drive out my people from his niin*d land. 
'' The covenant shall surely never fade. 
With Abraham, Isaac, and with Jacob made. 
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The land of Canaan I on them bestow'd, 
Where they as lonely strangers once abode, • 
Lo ! 1 have heard the people's groanings deep, 
Whom the Egyptians in hard bondage keep : 
Fve to the covenant attention paid, ^ 

For their release, I witk their father's made. 
Thou this decree shah to the people state, 
And tell them that I am Jehovah great: 
You out from Egypt's burdens I will bring, 
And rid you from the bondage <rf their king ; 
I will redeem you from Egyptian harm, 
With direful judgments, and an out-stretcb'd arm. 
ni turn my hand on those that you oppress, 
And they shall feel the weight of your distress. 
V\\ bring you out from Pharaoh's cruel rod, 
To* be my people, and I'll be your God ; 
And ye shsdl know I am Jehovah great, 
I'll ransom you from your afflicted stat^, 
And I will lead you to the fertile land, 
Concerning which 1 lifted up my hand, 
In confirmation, truly as I live, ^ 

To Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, I would giveif 
I'll grant it as an heritage to you, 
I am Jehovah," to my promise true. • 

Thus Moses sent, to Israel goes again, 
And spoke to them in this majestic strain. 
They guided not so much by faith, as sense ; 
And finding now their burdens were intense : 
Since he their cause had with the tyratit pl^ad. 
They were to double grievous burdens led ; 
To that degree let pr^udice appear, 
That they would not at all to Moses hear. 
And thus he left them, till their doleful state. 
Or God's strong hand on their oppressors great, 
Should waken them to a sincere desire, 
And cause them for^deliv'rance to aspire. 

Soon Moses was commanded by the t^ord, -» 
To go again to Pharaoh, with his word, 
And tell him that it was the Lord's command^ 
That b« let Israel go from Egypt's land. 



7fU£ ISRAELITES DEIiirEREO. T21 

Tfien Moses paus'd; reluctant to consent, 
And wond'ring stood, he drew this argument : 
^* Alas ! said he, since Israel would not hear, 
Thy chosen people would not lend an ear, 
In their enslaved and deep afflicted state, 
Although entire to their advantage great ; 
How is it likely that so vile a king 
As Pharaoh is, should listen in a thing, 
That be so sternly has refused to heed, 
And which would be so great a loss indeed f ^' 

To. take his wonder, and his plea away. 
The Lord did to his servant Moses say : 
'* Lfo! I haVe made thee lofty Pharaoh's lord, 
And Aaron shall to him declare my word ; 
Thou shalt relate to Aaron what I say. 
And he the same to Pharaoh shall convey, 
And let htm know that it is my command, 
That he send Israel's children from his land. 
But that thou may'st not a repulse regard, ' 
^ake notice that king Pharaoh's heart is hard, 
He will not bear you, nor my word obey, 
That my strong hand I may on Egypt lay; 
And forth the armies of my people bring. 
Out of the land of the Egyptian king. 
With judgments great, and terrible and sore, 
That I shall surely on that kingdom pour. 
Egypt and Pharaoh, both shall feel the smart, 
Since through his reign he harden'd his own heart ; 
Since he kept Israel long in bondage sore. 
With cruel hardness never known before ; 
And now hath caus'd their burdens to increase ; 
I'll surely give the haughty prince no peace : 
His cruel heart I now will harden o'er, 
Or suffer him his heart to harden more. 
That my great signs and mighty wonders, I 
May in the land of Egypt multiply. 
Should therefore harden'd Pharaoh say to you, 
Prove by a miracle your message true ; 
That to the word he may attention pay, 
Tbou shalt unto thy brother Aaron say, 
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Cast down thy rod ; 'twill tben be farm'd anew, 
Become a serpent, wonderful to view.'^ 

Now Moses^ age was fourscore years, we see ; 
His brother Aaron's, just fourscore and three. 
With this command from the Omnipotent, 
They to the palace, to the monarch went ; 
To him the message, they with one accord 
Delivered, as commanded by the Lord. 
But he would not believe the word of God, 
Then Aaron cast before the king the rod, 
And also in bis servants sight, we read, 
And 'twas a serpent, terrible indeed. 
Then Pharaoh call'd, (this miracle to try) ' 
The sorcerers, and sages, far and nigh. 
And two of them, most eminent or fam'd, 
Jannes'^ and Jambus, by Saint Paul arenam'd. 
Here these magicians, with delusion great, 
Were suffer d Aaron now to emulate ; 
By their enchantments to perform that boar. 
What had been done by God's immediate pow'r. 
For ev'ry man threw down his rod, and lo ! 
They all were turn'd to serpents there, in show. 
But Aaron's rod was of suchp.ow'r possessed,' 
With perfect ease, it swallow'd up the rest. 
This last great wonder, and surprisit% thing, 
Had been enough to have convinc d the king; 
Had not the hardening of his heart and mind, 
Obscur'd his sense, and made his judgment blind; 
That he could not the difference discern, 
Nor comprehend what might an infant learn. 
Blinding his judgment, harden'd him, that so, 
He still refus'd to let thej>eople go. 

Although this was a tiifracle, and gt*eat. 
It was no plague to monarch or the state ; 
It brought no damage, though a wondrous thing. 
To the Egyptian people, or the king. 
It takes dire strokes of vengeance great, to draw, 
Or penetrate obdurate men with awe. 

•a Ti». ill, 8. 
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Behold, the Lord, for the Egyptian sia. 

Was now resolv'd that he would plagues b^gin. 

The Lord then*said to Moses, Pbaraoh^s heart 
Es hard indeed, he'll not let you depart. 
He then bkl Moses take the rod in hand, 
Which had been to a serpent turn'd, and stand. 
Next morn in waiting, by the river near, 
Until the king of Egypt should appear. 
My message then shak thou to him present, 
*' To thee, the Lord, the Hebrew's uod hath sentj 
To let my people go from their distress, 
That they may serve me in the wilderness ; 
And hitherto, when call'd upon to h^ar, 
Lo ! thou hast turn'd from my commands thy ear j 
Thus saith the king, who speaks the sacred word, 
Thou shalt discern by this that I'm the Lord : 
Behold, I will close by the river stand, 
And smite it with tlie rod that's in my hand ; 
And lo ! the waters, that are clear and good. 
Shall all be turn'd immediately to blood. 
The fish shall die, that in the river dwell. 
And then moSt naus'ous will the water smell ;. 
And greatly will the Egyptians loath awhile, 
To drink the water of the river Nile.'' 

Then Aaron took the rod from Moses' "hand. 
And rais'd it up, at the supreme command, 
And did the waters of the river smite. 
Before the king, and in his servant's sight : 
And lo ! the waters that were sweet and pure. 
Were turn'd to blood, that they could not endure. 
This hafl its pow'r on all the streams around. 
The rivers, ponds, and pools, in Egypt found ; 
Their conduits, and their aqueducts, whereby 
The people in their houses found supply ; 
And all the vessels, both of stone and wood. 
And ev'ry cistern now was fiH'd with blood. 
In Egypt there was nothing found but gore. 
In ev'ry place where water was before* 
And all the fish of Egypt's river died, 
]^ox. disobedience, cruelty and pride. 
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Now the Egyptians so for water pin'd, 
They dug wherever they cduld water find. 
With this dire plague, all Egypt's kingdom o'e^*, 
Seven tedious days were they afflicteH sore* 

Moses was known to have been bred with care, 
In all the learning and the wisdom there ; 
The king, therefore, suspected in his heartj 
That this was all porform'd by magic art. 
So he for the magicians call'd once more, 
To try their skill, as tliey had done before : 
The pow'r of magic they so understood, 
They took some water, which they turned to blood- 
This serv'd anew to harden Pharaoh's heart. 
He would not let the Israelites depart : 
Nor would he now regard them any more, 
Than for ihe miracle they wrought before. 

The Lord resolv'd to follow closely now, 
No time would he of interval allow ; 
As soon ai% seven days were at an end, 
Since stubborn Pharaoh would not hear or bend, 
The Lord sent Moses to the king again, 
With this sharp message, he delivered plain : 
" Thus saith the Lord, omnipotent and wise, 
Let Israel go, that they may sacrifice ; 
If thou wilt not with my command unite, 
With loathsome frogs I will thy borders smite ; 
Behold with frogs the Nile shall overflow, 
That they shall forth out of the river go; 
They in thy palace shall appear with dread, 
In thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed ; 
No house in Egypt shall of them be free: 
In kneading-trougbs and ovens they shall be; 
Nay, they shall come, and on thyself shall creep, 
Shall on thy servants, and the people leap." 

This was the second plague denounc'd, we find, 
Which harden'd Pharaoh would not hear or niind ; 
Moses gave order, by command of God, 
For Aaron to stretch out his hand and rod : 
So he stretch'd forth the rod^ a little while, 
O'er Egypt's highly valu'd river Nile; 
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XwlTfrogs came up at thedivloe command, 
fa such abundance, they overrun the land. 

Now Pharaoh tried the fam'd magicians might, 
Who by enchantments so deceived his sights 
That be believ'd, and alt his servants thought » 
They also frogs out of the river brought. 
Which helpM to hard^ Pharaoh^s heart once more, - 
That he indeed was harder than before. 

This was a very loathsome plague, most sure, 
And hard for king and people to endure ; 
*Great swaf ms of frogs in ev'ry house to creep, 
And in their chambers, on their beds they leap ; 
In ovens and in kneadiog-troughs abound, 
Crawl on the king and all his subjects round. 

How long this grievous plague continu'd there, t 
The text doth not explicitly declare ; . 
But it continu'd as a scene unknown. 
Until it-i wearied Pharaoh on^ bis throne. 
Though his magicians juggled up to view, 
False frogs, they could not send away the true. 
This plague on Pharaoh was so sore and great, 
He sent for Moses to capitulate : « 

^^ Entreat the Lord, that he may take, said he, . 
The frogs all from my people, and from me ; 
And then I'll grant you leave, with oneaccord,.- 
To go and sacrifice unto the Lord." 

This was the first concession that was gain'd, 
From haughty Pharaoh, when most deeply pain M.' 
Then Moses said, " set thou the time, or day, 
When I shall for thee and thy servants pray, 
That he may from thee all the frogs destroy, 
And from thy- people tltey so much annoy: 
That they may only in the river be, 
If 'tis not done, then glory over me." 

" To-morrow pray-(say8 Pharaoh) to the Lord ;V 
** So let it be, said Moses, at thy word; 
That thou may'st know who stretch<?s out the rody 
That there's none like Jehovah great, our God : - 
To-morrow shall the frogs depart from tbee^- 
Alive, they only in the Nile shall be*" 

nt 
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Moi^es and Aaron then from Pharaoh went^ 

And Moses did his hunoble prayV present, 

The Lord Almighty fervently besought, 

To take away the frogs that he had brought. 

The Lord was pleas'd to condescend that dayi 

The frogs in Egypt died without delay, 

From all their fields, their house# and their streets^ 

From Pharaoh's throne, and from the courtiers seats. 

When Pharaoh found relief in time of need. 
That Egypt froiti this grievous plague was freed. 
He thought, perhaps, afflictions days were o'er, 
His heart he hardened as he'd done before ; 
And was in his obduracy so bold. 
He would not hearken, as the * Lord foretold. 
The Lord then to his servant Moses spake, 
To say to Aaron, he the rod must take. 
And ?mite the dust of the Egyptian land ; 
Which was perform'd, according to command : 
And wonderful — for cruelty and vice. 
The dust of Egypt all was turn'd to lice. 
They were a plague to the Egyptians sore,^ 
Such as the w6rld had never known before ^ 
A grievous torment both to man and beast, 
Alike distress'd the peasant, prince, and priest. 
The bold magicians went to work again. 
To try their skill, but all was now in vain : 
They who by magic, at a former hour, 
To turn to serpents all their rods had power ; 
To blood turn'd water, also frogs had brought j 
Behold their credit now was come to nought ; 
With all their skill in their enchantments' use,^ 
They could not one small insect then produce. 
The fam'd magicians how were forced to yieW^ 
And own that they wer^ beaten in the field ; 
To Pharaoh they confess'd with one accord.^ 
That this was by the finger of the Lord ; ^ 

Yet Pharaoh's hesfi was so intensely hard, 
Moses and Aaron be would not regard. 

^ £xod. vu. .4> 
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'Eke Lord intent the f sr ^elites to save, 
Tfae llardenM idng another summons gave : 
Rise up» said He, who's infinitely great. 
To Moses, early in the mom, and wait 
Till Pharaoh comes forth to the river*s side f 
Then say to him, regardless of his pride, 
Thus saith the Lord, the mighty God to thee. 
Let Israel go, to serve ^nd worship me ; 
Or else I'll send (to Egypt's great surprise) 
On thee and servants grievous swarms of flies ; 
And in thy palace, and ail Eg3rpt o'er, 
The swarms of flies shall be a torment sore. 
And that thou may'st be quite distinctly taught, 
That 'tis on thee, and on thy people brought 
For the dire burdens you on Israel lay, 
Fll wonderfully sever in that day« 
The land ot Goshen, my ov^ people's stand. 
From all the other parts of Egypt's land ; 

Behold I within tlie Israelitish bound, 

There shall, indeed, no swarms of flies be found. 

I'll surely put a plain division line 

Between those who my people are and thine. 
That thou may'st then distinctly understand, 

That I'm Jehovah, reigning in the land ; 

If thou dost not thy stubborn will resign, 

To-morrow shall be this afflicting sign. 
But Pharaoh was not to submission led, 

Therefore the Lord accomplish'd what he said : 

Great swarms of most tormenting flies he sent*; "^ 

They in the king's and servants' houses went ; 

And lo ! to their most terrible surpnse. 

The land was all corrupted by the flies. 

Egypt's magicians, greatly fam'd before, 

Foil'd by a louse, were call'd upon no more. 
This plague was great, and very grievous sure, 

That Pharaoh was not able to endure : 

He then for Moses, and for Aaron sent. 

And told them in a tone of discontent, 

" Go ye, and to Jehovah sacrifice, 

But in this land,'^ ^nd take away the flies. 
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To be relieved, he wish'd witfi all heart, 

Yet was unwilling mth his staves to part : 

And being born of Egypt's dark abode^ 

A stranger and an enemy to God, 

He did not know that Jacob's humble seed, 

That those who are true Israelites indeed. 

Can't sacrifice avaiKng to the soul. 

While under the Egyptian king^s control ; 

They must, indeed, come forth from Egypt quite,. 

Who sacrifice, or worship God aright. 

Moses so treated ttkis important thing, 
As to convince, and not provoke the king : 
" 'Tis not consistent with the Lord's command,. 
Said he, to sacrifice in Egypt's land ; 
We cannot sacrifice to him we fear, 
Th' abomination of the people here : 
To offer to the God that we adore, 
The creatures the Egyptians fall before ; 
The ox and sheep, will them to anger lead ; 
A thing thy men abominate indeed. 
Thy people, doubtless, would to stone us rise, 
Should we their gods, to our God sacrifice. 
Therefore, let us, (is humbly our address) 
Go three days journey in the wilderness, 
And sacrifice, quite out of Egypt's land, 
Consistent with the Lord^s supreme command." 

The king replyd (most bitterly distressed) 
"If liouglvtwill serve but what you now request^ 
f n cotidescend to grant you leave to rise. 
And in the lonely desart sacrifice ; 
Yet ye shall not go very far away, 
Therefore entreat the Lord for me I pray." 

Though Moses could not in his words cQufide, 
Yet that he to the utmost might be try'd ; 
'* I to the Lord," said he, my pray'r will make, 
That he the grievous swarms of flies may take 
From Pharaoh, and the servants, of the king ; 
To-morrow doubtless will complete the thing. - 
But let not Pharaoh, as at times before, 
Peceitfully deal with us any more. 



.. 



THE ISBAELIIIBS DELITEREB. 129 

« 

In not permitting, thoagb we bad thy word, 

To go and sacrifice unto the Lord." 

So Moses west, the king's desire obey'd, 

And to the Lord most fervently he pray'd. 

Then he, who was in living faith address'd,. 

Vouchsaf 'd to grant his servant his request ; # 

Consistent with the humble Moses cries, 

RemovM away the grievous swarms of flies^: 

Not one of them, that the Egyptians pain'd, 

With lung, nor with the people then remained. 

The monarch from his deep distress releas'd, 
His idew of standing to his promise ceas'd; 
Again he hardeiiM bis obdurate heart, 
And would not let the Israelites depart. 
For this trangressiou, Pharaoh's heart of steel, 
And Egypt too more grievous plagues must feel. 

The Lord once more meek Moses sent to stand 
Before the king, to tell him his command : 
^' Thus saitb Jehovah, Jacobus God to thee, 
Let Israel go, to serve and worship me ; 
If thou wUt be so stubborn and so bold. 
To disobey the woid divine, behold ! 
To-morrow my strong band will be reveal'd, 
And fall upon the cattle in the field, 
On horsed, camels, oxen and the sheep ; 
Cfb all the creatures the Egyptian^keep ; 
A grievous murrain all thy regions o'er, 
Such as in Egypt was not known before. ».. 
The Lord will then a mighty difference place, 
Between thy beasts, and those of Israel's race ; 
For notwithstanding Egypt's great distress. 
Shall nothing die the Israelites possess.'* 

The haughty king, whose heait was hard and stout^ * 
Against divine direction standing out; 
Upon the morrow, the appointed day^ 
Through Egypt was a scene of great dismay ; 
The hand of vengeance was again reveal'd, 
Their cattle died, that stock'd the verdant field- 
Then Pharaoh sent, to learn how Israel sped, 
And lo ! he found no cattle there were dead; . 
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He might bare viewM tfais as a certain sign. 
That this great judgment on him wa« c}ivioe, 
Exactly fitting what the Lord foretold 5 
Yet he was still so stubborn and so bold, 
If possible, in hardness he increasM^ 
Vor he would not let Israel l^e releas'dw 

Since he the warning heeded not before,. 
Another plague was added that was sore : 
For Moses now, at the divine command,- 
Took ashes from the furnace in his hand, 
Which he besprinkled round about and threw 
Toward the heav'ns, in haughty Pharaoh's view : 
An epidemic plague, of boils and blains 
Broke forth, with doleful and afflictiog pains. 
On Pharaoh and his people, man and beast 
Throughout the land, from greatest to the least ; 
This was so grievous, and intensely sore, 
That the magicians, who perhaps once more 
Would have regained their credit in the land. 
Could not at all in Moses* presence stand ; 
For their distress was very sore and great, 
As well as all the people of the state. 

Yet Pharaoh from first heating of the word, 
His heart himself had hardened 'gainst the Lord, 
Was now by God judiciously made hard. 
That he would not the word divine regard. 

This sixth plague not prevailing by its sting, 
God sent a thund Vmg message to the king, 
To warn him, and the people of the land. 
The awful, thund' ring vengeance was at hand. 
Rise up to-morrow, early in the day, 
Said God to Moses, and to Pharaoh sayj 
** Thus saith Jehovah, let my people go. 
That they may serve me, else to thee is wo ; 
For I will how and henceforth, like a dart. 
Send all my plagues in, and upon thine hearty 
(Not only frogs, lice, boils upon thy skin, 
But I will pierce thee to the heart within) 
On thee, and on thy people they shall be, 
That thou roay*st know there's none on earth like me* 
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If when T smote the cattle here of late, 
Vd smitten thee, and people with their fate ; 
With pestilence, instead of murrain then, 
Tboa badst been cut off from the sons of men ; 
But 1 have spar'd thee to this very hour. 
That 1 might show thee my Almighty power. 
And through the wide extended earth proclaim 
lly great and glorious, everlasting name. 
Dost thou thyself thus dignify indeed, 
And wilt not let my people yet proceed ! 
Behold ! to morrow is the word divine, 
If thou dost not thy lofty will resign, 
I'll cause to fall a very grievous hail ; 
Such as will make the hardest heart to fail! 
.The like o*er Egypt never did pervade, 
Since it was known, or its foundation laid. 
As thou wilt not to part with Israel yield, 
Send now, and fetch the cattle from the field ; 
(The cattle that were in the shed or store, 
Not in the field, escaped the plague before) 
For on each man, and also every beast. 
Found in the field, from greatest to the least, 
Aiid not brought home, on this thou may'st rely, 
The hail shall fall, and they shall surely die." 
Although king Pharaoh was become so hard, ■ 
That he would not this message so regard, 
As to command all the Egyptians round. 
For cattle that might in the field be found 
To be secnrM, as ordered by the Lord ; 
Tet some there were who fear'd the sacred word. 
Their servants and their cattle home they brought, 
Andsav'd their lives as they were kindly taught. 
But those who were so hardened, and so blind, 
That they would not the gracious warning mind, 4 

For servants and for cattle never car'd, 
Forthwith according to their folly far'd. 
When the set time was come, and Pharaoh stilt, 
Would not surrender his most stubborn will, 
The prophet, by the high command of God, 
Stretch'd out his band, an4 toward heaven, bis rod? 
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And lo ! the Lord sent thunder, hail and fire. 
Which ran along upon the ground most dire ; 
So terrible, the like was never seen, 
Since the Egyptians had a nation been ; 
All courage faiFd, and every face was pale, 
Throughout the land the direful crashing hail 
Smote all that wrought, or pastur'd in the field.; 
Nor man nor beast, left there, could find a shield. 
It smote the herbs, and still more strange to telJ« 
The stubborn trees before this tempest fell ; 
The flax was boH'd, and barley in the ear, 
Were so grown up that they were smitten clear ; 
The wheat and rye, indeed, escap'd alone, 
Because as yet they were but little grown. 
Blest Goshen now escapM the awfiil gale. 
Where Israel dwelt there was no fire or hail. 
Great loss did Egypt by this plague sustain, 
In trees and fruits, in men and cattle slain ; 
And lo ! the terror was so great and dire, 
By thunder, hail, and awful running fire, , 
It made hard Pharoah's heart, surrender more 
Than all the plagues had eVer done before : 
For Moses and for Aaron, in his dread, 
Hecall'd to'him, and in his terror said, 
** rve/inn'd, the Lord is righteous, well I know j 
Yes, we are wicked, and deserve the wo." 
This was the first confession Pharaoh made, 

iWhen elements for battle seem'd array'd) 
)one in a fright, was doubtless insincere, 
For his repentance ended with his fear. 
Proceeding then, .** entreat the Lord, for me, , i 

That there may no more mighty thund'rings be, j 

God's awful voice, with fearAil hail and fire, 
I'll let you then depart, as ye desire." 
^* As soon as I am gone, the prophet said, 
My hands abroad unto the Lord I'll spread ; 
The thunders then that with dread terrors roar, 
The flames and hail shall rage at all no more : 
That thou may'^t know who did the earth create, 
That it belongs unto Jehovah great ; 
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But as for ihee, and for thy servants too, 
I know the Lord will not b^ fear'd by you." 

So Moses forthwith from the city went. 
Did his petition for the king present : 
Then ceas'd the fir^, the thunder, hail and rain, 
And anjiious Egypt found a calm again. 
This Pharaoh saw, and lo ! he sinn'd yet morf, 
His heart congeaVd^ as it had been before, 
He and his servants harden 'd evVy heart, 
And would not let the Israelites depart. 
The king himself, to harden yet inclin'd, 
Provok'd the Lord to harden him, we find : 
From the beginning he refus'd to bend ; 
God hardened him to ruin in the end : 
This for black crimes was his most direful fate, 
-^•jvdgment on him for transgression great: 
Of thifi the Lord to Moses*gave a view ; 
** IVe hardenM him and all his servants too, 
To show to him the wonders I have done } 
That thou may^st tell in hearing of thy son, 
And thy son's son, that in the land may dwell," 
(The Israelites may their descendants tell ; 
Thus future generations may be taught,) 
What wondrous things I have in £gypt wrought ; 
That ye may know who did the world create, 
And that I was, and am Jehovah great. 
Wherefore go in to Pharaoh, as before, 
And say unto the haughty king, once more^ 
Thus saith Jehovah, sovereign of the Jews, 
How long wilt thou to bow to me reftise ? 
Let Israel go, as I have said to thee. 
That they in truth may serve and worship me. 
Or else, to-morrow, I will locusts bring, 
On Egypt's people* and upon their king : 
And they so thick upon the land shall fall, 
That one cannot discern the earth at all, 
^ And shall completely eat the residue 
Of that which hath" as yet escap'd for you. 
(That which remained the people to supply, 
EscapM the bail, to wit, the wheat and rye.) 
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Lo ! they shall fill the mooarch's dwelling place^ 
And ail the houses of tb' Egyptian race ; 
And such a plague shall this be Egypt o'er, 
That no Lgyptiao ever saw before : 
Of no such scene could thy forefathers tell, 
Since they first came upon the earth to dwell/' ^ 

Thisplague denounc'd, the seer without dela]% 
From Egypt's hardened monarch turn'd away ; 
The courtiers now alarm'd indeed, Were led 
By human prudence, unto Pharaoh sakl^ 
How long shall Moses be a soare to us. 
To thee and lo thy iiingiidom he a curse ; 
Pray set the people from their bondage free. 
To serve their God, as they request of thee : 
Would'st thou first bear and bear the painful sight, 
That Egypt is a desolation quite? 

Then Moses, and his brother, back were led^ 
To. whom, in haste^. the monarch spoke and said, 
" Go serve your God ; but hold — ^i first must know, 
Who they must hfi that axe with you to go?" 
'* We aU will go, said Moses, young and old, 
Our sons and daughters, flocks and herds^ to hold 
Unto Jehovah, our grea.1 king, a feast, 
All must be there from greater to the least." 
At this reply all Pharaoh's patience fled, 
And breaking out, almost to cursing said ; 
" May your Jehovah have you so at heart, 
I will not let you, on these terms, depart : 
Not so, said he — not you aad little ones ; 
I'll not permit your daughters, nor youi* soos ; 
The men may go and sacrifice entire, 
And serve Jehovah; that was your de&ire." 
Whereby he falsely would to them suggest^ . 
They ask'd more now than was their first request. 
''Look well,' said he, on what you now insist, 
For evil is for you, if ye persist." 
And after this loquacious, threat'niug, they 
Who heretofore were us'd to go aw ay, 
In^high displeasure, and in great despite, 
Were driven out from lofty Pbaraob^s sights, 
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On this meek Moses, by command of God, 
O'er Egypt's land held forth the sacred rod ; 
Arid lo ! the Lord arous'd an eastern gale, 
That did that day and all next night prevail : 
• And by the morning, as the Lord had taught, 
The east wind locusts, in abundance brought : 
They overspread all the Egyptian land, 
And all the borde'rs, like an army grand. 
This plague, indeed, was grievous to be borne. 
And made the people of that kingdom mourn; 
Such locusts bad been never seen before, 
And such indeed were to appear no more. 
Amidst the scene of horror and despair, 
The ctouds of locusts darkened Egypt's air. 

Now Pharaoh's realm was in a gloomy state, 
For ev'ry Kerb this matchkss army ate ; 
They &wept the fruit from ev'ry place entire. 
That had escap'd th^ plague of hail and fire : 
They left, in fields and gardens, nothing green ; 
No verdure now in Egypt could be seen ; 
The swarms of locusts swept without delay, 
From Egypt thus it« nourishment away. 

Alarm'd was Pharaoh, he well understood,- 
The tendency of wasting all the food^ 
Must his dominions^ dolefully annoy, 
And would, in time, both man and beast destroy. 
This sore affliction made the king relent. 
That he for Moses and for Aaron sent ; 
** I've sinn-d, said he, against Jehovah, true, 
Who is your God, and evil done to you; 
Yet now forgiye, I pray thee, this one time,. 
For well indeed, I understand my crime ; 
Entreat Jehovah, your great God, tMs dayy- 
To only take this death from me away." 

Then Moses forth from Pharaoh's presence went. 
To favour him most feelingly intent ; 
The Lord entreated, at the king's request :. 
The wind then rose, was mighty froln the west, 
And swept the locusts, with a powVful blast. 
And all of them into the Red Sea cast. J 
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But yet the Lord was, not with Pharaoh don^> 
So deeply he in wickedness had run ; 
His disobedience, and contempt of God, 
Incur'd the vengeance of ilestruction-s rod. 
Therefore the Lord yet hardenM Pharaob^s hearty. 
That he would not let Israel depart. 

The Lord then gave to Moses this command ; 
" Stretch out, toward the high expanse, thine handf 
That darkness may spread over Egypt then, 
So thick indeed, it may be felt by men.** 
Moses obey'd, when to the people's dread, 
Behold ! thick darkness over £gypt spreadi 
That for the space of three alarming days^ 
They saw no mornings nor meridan rays : 
No one could now behold another's face ; 
Scarce one arose from his benighted place : 
But all the hand of favour'd Goshen o'^r, 
The sun display'd his lustre, as before. 

This was a long, and solitary night, 
That Pharaoh call'd for Moses, in a fright, 
And said, " Go ye, and your Jehovah serve 5'^ 
He yields a little, yet makes one reserve ; 
^^ To let your childrep go I'll be resign'd, 
Tour flocks and herds shall only stay behind.?' 
" Our flocks and herds luust sure, said Moses, go ^ 
Thou hadst more need burnt^oflerings to bestow, 
ThatMve may to Jehovah sacrifice ; 
Indeed, our cattle we so highly prize. 
In this we cannot listen to thy mind, 
For there shall not a hoof be left behind : 
We cannot fail, in our dependant state, 
To take thereof to serve Jehovah great ) 
For we know not (altlio' in heart sincere) 
With what to serve him, till we there appear.'^ 
An emblem apt, we might to profit weigh, 
0f the true worship, in the gospel day. 

TWs word, that they would nothing leave behind. 
Gave great offence to haughty Pharaoh's mind : 
He said to Moses, in displeasure deep, , 
*' Begone from me, and henceforth from me keep j 
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Cook to thyself, or thou wilt end in pain, 

For thou shah die oiv seeing me again. ■* 

^' As thou hast said, says Moses, let it be, 

For I, indeed, will come no more to thee." ^ 

But Moses having been inform'd before, 
The Lord would bring one plague on Egypt more,*, * 
That he wouM surely all their first-born slay, 
That Pharaoh then wwild Israel drive away. 

As Moses wias no more to see the king, 
Ere parting, he unveil'd the secret thing: 
" Thus saith Jehovah, at the midnight hour, 
1*11 pass thro' Egypt, with a mighty pow'r; ^ 

Behold, there then shall be a doleful cry, 
"For all the first-born in the land, shall die ! 
From the first-born of royal Pharaoh, known. 
As heir apparent to him on the throne, 
Down to the first-born of the servant maid,' 
That turns the mill — of Egypt's lowest grade y 
That this will be, thou may'st indeed rely, . 
Add all the first-born of the beasts shall die l^ 

That he the king and servant^ might impress. 
He told them, " there should be such great distress^ • 
Throughout all Egypt such a bitter moan, 
As had not been, nor ever should be known." 
To let them know how quiet, «till, and free 
From trouble, all the Israelites should be, 
" That while the Egyptians in the dead of night. 
Were under this most direful plague and fright," ' 
He, by a proverb, draws their minds to hark, . 
" A dog shall not at one in Israel bark." 
And that they mighl>espec]al notice take;- 
How great a diff'rence then the Lord would, ms^e, . 
He told the king, "that terror, like a dart, 
At this dire plague, should strike them so to hearty 
That those his^ servants » who were once elate. 
His counsellors — ^prime ministers of state. 
Should come to Moses ere the morning dawn, 
£ntreating him and Israel to be gone ; 
And after that, said he, we will depart." 
ISius Moses cutting hardened Pharaoh's heart/» a 

12^* ' 
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With this last message, froln Jebovah sent, ^; 

He, warm'd with zeal, from Pharaoh's presence wenlv 
The fourteenth day, of first month, we perceive, 

That Moses of the monarch took his leave ; 

The Lord determined, in his love benign, 

To bring out Israel, by his powV divine. 

Some days before the day they were released, 

He instituted the passover feast,* 

They were to keep, with a devoted mind. 

Each iiousehold of the Israelites, we find. 

On the tenth instant, with attention great,^ 
A lamb or kid were told to separate, 

fTo shut it up, and feed it from the rest, 
Until the fourteenth, when it must be dressed. 
This lamb or kid, (as says the ancient page) ^ 

Must be a male, and not a year of age : 
Without a blemish, (outward or within) 
A type of Christ, completely free from sin. 
The Iamb preparM, and all in order good, 
A bunch ot hyssop they must dip in blood ; 
They at each house, the blood must sprinkle o'er 
The two side posts, and lintel of the door% 
This was directed — this was the intent, 
That when the angel of the Lord was sent, 
To pass tbrough\Egypt, tlie first-born to slay. 
He might to this a strict attention pay, 
And viewing of the painting at the door, 
He then might shun, or pass the houses o'er,^ 
And do no hurt to any Israelite, 
When they were eating of the lamb that nighf.. 
And from the angeKs passing o^er, 'tis said. 
The Hebrews* houses^ painted thus with recf| * ' 
That awful ni^t of Egypt's dire dismay, 
'Tis the Passover call'd unto this day. 
And furthermore it was to them the law,. 
The lamb must not be eaten boiPd nor raw^ 
But to be roasted, by a gentle fire ; 
Aad in th^ cfaaessing to be kept entir^,. 
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All undivided, just as it bad grown, 
Th^jy were conamanded not to break a bone; 
A type of the Redeemer from the fall, 
Of whom they must not break a bone at ali.. 
The lamb or kid thus roasted (it is said) 
Was to be eaten with unleaven'd bread, 
And bitter herbs, to clearly represent 
The bitter bondage Israel underwent ; 
And what was more than they to eat inclin'd^ 
Was in the morning, to be burnt, we find : 
They at this time were hastily to eat. 
Their loins all girded—- shoes upon their feet} 
£ach one to hav« his walking stafi" in liand» 
All ready for departure from the land. 
These ceremonies w«re to ^how indeed^ 
Their strong desire from Egypt to be freed ; 
To paint in symbols^, and m emblems true, 
Their eagei*ness the journey to pursue. 

All things were thus,, this day prepared complete^ 
For their departure from their bitter seat ^ 
At midnight, lo ! the angel at command, 
iSmote all the first-born iathe tyrant^s land^; 
From the first-born of him who was enthroa'd> . 
Down to the slave, that in the dungeon groanVi I 
And all the first-bora of the beasts were slain ^ 
A midnight scene of horror and of pain ! 
This brought on Pharaoh a most awful fright^ 
And the Egyptians, in the dead of night j 
They then arose, and lo i the cry was sore. 
Such as the land had never known before ;. 
The mourning here outstript the direful tale,. 
Of lamentation in Megiddo's vale. * 
A genera], great, and grievous cry began, 
, That through the land of ruin'd Egypt ran $ 
A scene of anguish, and of awAil dread, 
For in each house there was at, least one dead. 
Both Pharaoh now, and all his courtiers roupd^, 
Were in despair, and deep affliction found ;. 
'To Moses and to Aaron they proceed, 
Commanding them, to quit the land with speed> 
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"Rise up, said Pharaoh, and without delajr, 
Get you forth from my kingdom qiiite away ; 
Both you and Isi'ael (for your God I dread) 
And go and serve Jehovah, as ye said ; 
And also take your flocks and herds with you, 
According lo your own demand and view, 
On terms I will no longer with you stofnd ; 
Bless- me, I say, and get you from the land.*' 
Th' Egyptians also urg'd them not to stay, 
They wished to send them speedily away ; 
In their alarm, to one another said, 
If they remain, lo ! we shall alt be dead. 

The Israelites, were by the Lord s command, 
Directed, ere they quit the painful stand, 
To borrow goodly raiment, we are told, 
And jewels made of silver and of gold. 
The Lord had greatly open'd and inclined 
Thrfr hard Egyptian neighbours to be kind ; 
To lend them all that they might useful deem,^ 
And thus they lost their things in most esteem. 

Though Israel may be pardon'd in this thing,. 
Because the Lord, who is the Sovereign King. 
6f all mankind, and of all prpperty, 
Did this himself, by his own power decree. 
That it might be a retributioYi view'd, 
To the Egyptians, for their conduct rude, 
For injuries that were intensely great, 
Done to poor Israel, in their wretched state. 
Yet there's no law, nor moral, nor divine, 
To grant us leave to act in such a Une. 

Thus, after Israellong had been annoy M, 
And Egypt almost, by ten plagues, destroyed. 
The people too, from Pharaoh on the throne, 
To every, raok that was in Egypt known. 
Had suffer'd deep in property and heart, 
Ere they would let the Israelites depart ; 
They on a sudden for their absence pray, 
And urge them, in the greatest haste away. 

But yet did not this sudden movement make' 
Moses forget good Jt^seph's bones to take, 
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V( hich he in faith they would delivVance find. 
Had, at his death ex|dicitly enjoin'd 
Upon his friends, the Israelites, that they 
Should take, and to the promis'd laiud convey ) 
Which lay embalmed, through Israel's bondage sore^ 
Saatomb^d one hundred forty years, or more. 

Upon the first month, and the fifteenth day^ 
With us the fifth of the fifth month, or May, 
They set out from their tenritude, with cheer, 
Of meu six hundred thousand very near, 
With all their women; and their children too^ 
The road to Canaan freely to pursue, 
With theirgreal prophet Moses to command, 
They march'd to Succouth, made a little stand; 
From Succouth they upon their journey press, 
£ncampin Etham, near the wilderness. 

The Liord before his people went by day 
Id a thick cloud, to lead them on the wayj 
And in a pillar of bright fire by night, 
He led the way to give the people light. 
An emblem of the light that shines within, 
In gospel days, to lead away from sin. 
From Etham they concluded to proceed, 
Towards the sea the army march'd with speed ; 
Between the mountains to encamp were led. 
And right beTore them was the sea call'd Red. 
They to this place were guided with a view, 
Of drawing Pharaoh, blindly to pursue ; 
That he might be aliur'd to giif^ them chaare, 
On seeing the advantage of th^|)lace ; 
That he might there his last defeat sustain. 
And Israel's king in perfect triumph reign. 

When the Egyptians had perform'd, with pain, 
The fun'rals of the first-born who were slain, 
Some in the hearing of the monarch said, 
With seeming grief, ** the Israelites are fled !" 
At once, we find, the old vexatious theme 
Raised his displeasure to a great extreme ; 
His heart long hard, became congeaPd that ^o 
Hq now repented that he'd let them go ; 
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The loss of them so pierc'd his heart with paio^ 
That he resaiv'd to bring them back again. 
Six hundred chosen chariots rais'd bis pride, 
And ail that were in Egypt found beside, 
With mighty captains, and his horsemen, ail 
That could be rais'd on an emergent call ; 
With these pursuing, with a furious mind* 
He overtook them, the sixth day, we find, 
From their departure out of Egypt's land, 
Hard by the Red Sea, where they made a stand. 
This army, with the tyrant at its head, 
Struck the defenceless Israelites with dread : 
Surrounded where they could not flee or hide, 
In their alarm upon the Lord they cry'd : 
But soon they lost all confidence, and went 
Into a state of murmuring discontent. 
Good Moses was courageous and serene, 
Encourag'd them to bear the trying scene; 
" Fear not, be still (was his consoling word) 
And see the great salvation of the Lord, 
Which he will show you, he will wonders do ; 
The I.A>rd of Hosts, indeed, will fight for you. 
Th' Egyptians yon have often seen before, 
Shall after this, be seen by you no more.'' 
Not only he encourag d them, when try'd, 
But earnestly unto the Lord he cry'd : 
Who said to liim (perhaps when on his knee) 
Wherefore dost thou for them petition me ? 
Speak to the Israelites, and let them know, 
Jt is my will that they should forward go." 
He furthermore to Moses gave command, 
" Lift up thy rod, stretch o'er the «ea thy band, 
The sea shall part, a path shall then be free. 
For Israel's iiost, to travel through the sea: 
I'll harden the Egyptians hearts anew. 
That they shall after Israel pursue ; 
In spite of all Egyptian pride or boast, 
I'll honour get on Pharaoh and his host." 
The angel who, as the protector kind, 
Had gone before, remov'd and went behind ; 
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He in the pillar of tbe gi4>offiy cloud, 
Clo&'d in before the camp of Pharaofa proad ; 
All night b^jtween the two eBcamptaefits lay, 
Kept them apart, till the ensuing: day ; 
The cloudy side, neM to the Egyptians black, 
It cast a darkness, and it kepi them back : 
Tbe fiery side was next to Israel bright, 
It gave them, in this gloomy seaHio, Kgfat. 
When Moses had, by the conunaiid of God, 
Stretched out his haind, and o'er the sea bts rod, 
'The Lord then made a mighty east wind blow. 
Which caus'd the sea all night to backward flow. ^ 
Thus by his power, who set the people free, 
A wondrous path was opened tbroogh the sea; 
The Israelites went forwaird, then and found. 
Amidst the sea, a path of solid ground. 

Ere long tbe tyrant, and his men surveyed 
All Israel marching, with a great parade : 
That they might follow^ seem'd to reason clear, 
With chariots and with horsewefi, void of fear, 
Where men and women, with their chtldren toa, 
On foot had gone, as they CQuld plainly view ; 
Now fixt to bring thegi back to servitude^ 
Right after them into the sea purfu'd. 
At morning watch, on tbe Egyptians proud. 
The Lord looked fiercely, through the fiery cloud : 
The tyrant^ s host his great displeasure feels — 
Behold ! he throws t^all their chariot wheels ! 
Whereby they slowly drag upon the way, 
In great confusion the Egyptians say ; 
*' Let us now turn and flee from Israel's flee. 
Escape with speed from this most dreary place, 
For lo ! Jt>hovali fights for them 'tis plain, 
Against Egyptiikas^, who are rash and vain." 
But now to flee, it was, indeed, too late. 
The scene was awful — terrible their fate ! 
For MosBs, at' the bigl) coiiinia»d of God, 
Stretch'd o'er the sea the consecrated rod ; 
When morn appeared the sea returned again^ 
[ With mighty force — to flee it was in vain : 
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Jast as they haci <;oiic1uded to retreat. 
The Lord o'erthrcw all Pharaoh's host complete — 
The captains, horsemen, he for war had train'd, 
And all his warriors — none alive remain'd. 

But through the sea went Israel's numerous ban^. 
The waters were a wall on either hand, 
Until they reach'd with joy, the other shore^ 
Where they did their deliverer adore ! 
The Lord thus sav'd the Israelites that day, 
Kept them from being an Egyptian prey : 
Those they had seen, with dread, the day before 
They saw now lying dead upon the^shore ! 
All Israel viewing what the Lord had wrought, 
How he his people throi^h the sea had brought^ 
And that the tyrant who had made them groan, 
Was, with his army, sunk and overthrown, 
They fear'd the Lord, him as their God received,. 
And in his servant Moses, they believM. 
Now being safely on the shore again, 
Moses and Israel, in a grateful strain, 
For their delivVance, sung in tuneful lays, 
To God, a sweet triumphant song of praise,' 
That which we in the * revelatior\ find, 
Is with the Lamb's most glorious anthem joinM. 



MOSES' SONG. 

Then Moses sung^-all Israel accord, "" 

They sung this song of triumph to the Lord : . 
1^11 sing unto the glorious Lord, for he 
^ath thrown the horse and rider in the sea. 

The Lord of hosts, he is my strength $ind song, 
And my salvation — he is great and strong ; | 

He is mf God, and I will for him care, ' 

A habitation VM for him prepare. 

He is the Lord, and to him I will cry, 
My father's God— I will exalt him high : 

V 
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The LfOPd, he is a man of war and fame, 
^he Lord of Hosts is bis most glorious name. • 

He hath the chariots, Pharaoh's pride and boast, 
Cast in the sea, with <all his mighty host ; 
His chosen captains can no more be found, 
They are, with Pharaoh, in the Red Sea drowned ; 
The depths have cover d and have heard their groan, 
They sunk unto the bottom as a stone. 

Lo ! thy right hand hatb in a trying hour, 
O Lord,' become most glorious in pow'r ; 
Yes, thy right hand, with a most awful strokei 
The enemy in many pieces broke. 

By thy own pow'r and majesty, that^B great, 
Eternal excellency shown of late, 
Thou hast o Vrthrown and swept »waythy fbes^ 
The people who against thee vainly rose ; 
Thy wrath went forth on those who thus presitm'd. 
And as the stubble thev were all consum'd. 

The waters gathered at thy nostrils blight, 
And lo ! the floods stood as a heap upright ; 
The fearful depths were then CongealM by thee, 
At thy command, obedient was the sea. 

I will pursue, says Pharaoh, I will foili 
I'll overtake them and divide the spoil ; . 
My lust upon them I will surely cloy, 
I'll draw my sword, my hand shall them destroy. 

With thy strong wind thou didst upon them blow. 
The Red Sea then o'erwhelm'd the mighty foe ; 
The rushing waters made the warriors leap, 
They sank as led into the iawfiil deep-. 

Among the gods, O Lord, there^s none like «h^ ; 
Who can be like the sovereign Deity f 
Thy glory ami thy holiness resound ; 
For doing wonders th«u art much renoiro'd. 

Thou stretcbest out thy overruling hand, 
The sea then swalbw'd them, at thy eammaii^; 
Thou in thy mercy forth the people led, / 
Redeemed and brought them thro* the sea thatV Red ; 
Hast guided them — ^thy strength hath wonders wronghl^ 
1*hem to thy holy habitation brought, 

13 
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The foes shall hear — the people be afraid, 
And sorrow o'er the distant lands pervade ; 
And there shall great solicitude take hold 
Of those, who dwell in Paiestina bold : 
The duke$ of £dom then amaz'd shall shake, 
And all the mighty men of Moab quake. 

Then shall, in a most desolaling day, i 
Th' inhabitants of Canaan melt away ; 
Great fear and dread upon the people al), 
By thy great pow'r, thy potent arm shall fall. 

Still as a stone shall they be, at thy word, 
Until thy chosen people pass, O Lord ! 
Till they all pass the river Jordan o'er, 
Those thou liast purchased, and who thee adore. 

Thou thy belbv'd inheritance shalt bring, 
And plant them in the mountain of our king; 
The seat where thou thy dwelling-place hast made. 
The temple where thy glory shall pervade : 
The Lord, whom Zion's children shall adore. 
In majesty, shsdl reign for evermore. 

Grand Fharaoh's chariots, and bold horsemen top, 
"Went in the sea, thy people to pursue ; 
What wonders thou hast for thy people wrought ; 
The Lord again the waters on them brought ; 
But lo ! thy children, safely kept by thee, 
Found sure protection thro' the mighty sea. 
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I SING the life of ancient faithful Job, 
Renown'd for patience on the spacious globe; ^ 

He who most firmly his probation stood, 
Whose name's enroll'd with worthies great and good^ 
With Noah and with Daniel in esteem ; 
O youth and elders, listen to the theme. 
All who in patience to improve incline, 
Who in afflictions hope for aid divine. 
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Of patience, here a great example view, 
Behold him in the scenes he waded through ; 
Sometimes desponding at the painful length, 
But as the day was, so he found his strength. 
A secret strength — the most renown'd of old» 
RelyM thereon^ and sought it more than gold y 
In persecution found their minds serene, 
Were sav'd from harm in ev'ry trying scene. 
This powV the world from the rude chaos brought^ 
And keeps it now from vanishing to nought; 
This cogent pow'r whose right it is to sway, 
Translated Enoch in an ancient day. 
In this bless'd Noah sure protection found, 
When all the vain and wicked: worid was drown-d. 
'Twas this supported Joseph, in an hour, 
When he was in his wicked brethren's powV. 
This was his joy when he was basely soldj 
A slave to strangers for Egyptian gold. 
Protected him from evVy wicked band,. 
And made him ruler over all the tand. 

This rais'd up Moses pow'rful to difiiise. 
True, saving knowledge to the ancient Jews. 
This pow'r brought Israel, with a mighty hand, 
From Pharaoh's bondage and from 'Egypt's land: 
Was their protector, their unerring guide, 
Into the deep, that was before them dry'd. 
This made them sing with a triumphant voice, 
And on the shore of the Red Sea rejoice. 
This aided them in scenes of deep distress, 
And gave them manna in the wilderness. 

This was the pow'r the youthful David crown'd. 
The shield in which he all protection found ; 
His preservation in afBiction's days, 
In times of joy, the subject of his praise. 

Much might be said of many ancient men,. 
Including Daniel in the lion's den. 
This gave clear sight to those who long were blin<j, 
Brought lunaticks to rectitude of mind. 
This heal'd the sick, and rais'd to life the dead} 
To sing in flames the patient martyrs led ! 
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The Great First Cause^ which man ean nev^r trac«^ 
Thro' endless ages rales the boundless space ! 

Among the men renown'd of ancient date. 
There liv'd in Us, an- ociental state, 
A man nam'd Job, who was, we apprehend, 
Of Abraham's race, calFd the Creator's friend. 
The greatest man in all the Eastern clime 
For patience, wealth, and piety sublime. 
He evil shuon'd, and with a heart upright, 
Kerer'd t-fae £#ord — was perfect in his sight. 
Seven thousand sheep were number'd for his flock. 
Three thousand camels part of his great stock; 
His ploughs were by a thousand osLen drawn, 
Five hundred asses pasture on the/ lawn. 
This was his wealth, in sacred writ we read, 
His household toa wa^ very great indeed. 

His sons were seven, and his daughters, three, 
Unlike himself in true humility : 
His sons too much to festive scenes inclin'd. 
Which griev'd his pious and paternal mind. 
To age arriv'd, they wander'd from his ways, 
They often met and kept their banquet days ; 
From house to house they took their turns around. 
In feasting and diversion they abound. 
Their sisters likewise, fondly they invite. 
To join their banquets, and their mirth unite. 
When they had gone in feasting round, and spent 
Their precious moments in such merriment, 
Good Job to sorrow and to fear was brought, 
Lest they had slnn'd, in action, word, or thought. 
And rising early, he unto them sent. 
To sanctify them was his good intent ; 
To make atonement for their jolly feasts, 
Prepar'd burnt offerings of clean birds or beasts. . 

The pious, care of this good man, we see, 
Was well accepted by the Deity, 
Who more than common value on him set ; 
That when the sons of God together met, i^ 
To worship Him undoubtedly their aim, 
That fallen angel caH^old Satan came. 
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To see what harm could be by him devis'd. 

Against the men who true religion priz'd. 

When they'd assembled, with a true intent, 

The Lord was pleas'd good Job to represent 

As a fair pattern, whose delight he knew, \^ 

Was in his Maker, and religion true. 

T*was Satan's office up and down to go^ 

He said, the earth he'd travel'd to and fro. 

** Hast thou,*' says God, " beheld my servant Job^, 

That there's none like him on the spacious globe, 

A man upright and perfect — ^truly one,. 

Who fearetfa God and who doth evil shun." 

The adversary, with malignant view, 
Would not acknowledge fob sincerely true 5 
But that he to this sanctity was led, 
By views unsound, and very selfish, said, 
" Doth Job serve God for nought f *' let me allege^ 
*' Thou hast completely round him made a hedge,. 
About his h^use,' around him far aad wide, 
" Securing all he hath on ev'ry side : 
Xio! thou hast blessM the labour of his han<!^ 
His wealth has widely overspread the land.'' 
Riches immense are given him by thee. 
Thou dost protect him from all danger free. 
^ But put forth now thy hand, and him annoyi 
Touch all he hath," his property destroy,. 
^' His reputation be will then disgrace. 
And boldly curse thee to thy very face." 
The Lord, Job's great integrity well knew^ 
That he'd no equal on the earth was true, 
And that it might to honour great redound, 
Was he on. trial true and faithful found ) 
That the example might to others be 
A useful lesson of integrity, 
Permitted what the vile Apollyon plani^^d", 
*' All he possesses is at thy command. 
But on his person put not forth thy hand.^ 

That Sataa hath no pow'r, it hence appearsr 
O'er him who truly and sincerely fears 
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The King OmDipotent, who ruleB and «eignsr^ 
O'er all his works his providence maim^aiDS : 
But Satan having this permUaion, goes 
To stir his agents^ lo bring on the woes ; 
The great old tyrant all his forces calls, 
And on poor Job, he, void of mercy, falls. 

The children eJFtbis worthy man, we find, 
Still deviated from his godly mind ; 
For they all met, as they hadoAen done, 
To have a banquet with his eldest son. 
This time took Satan to b^in his job, 
He stirrM the Sabeans at that time to rob. 
When these free-booters had their mkcbief done^ 
A messenger to Job with tidings run : 
" The oxen were," says he, ^ to plowing gone. 
The asses feediug on the verdant lawn. 
The Sabean raving plunderers to-day, 
Upon them fell and took tliem all away ; 
And what adds greatly to the loss and paini 
Thy servants ako with the sword are slain ; 
I only am escaped alone^" says he, 
•* To tell the news of this distress to thee." 

Though this must be to this great man a cross, ^ 
A thousand oxen gone, a heavy loss, 
Five hundred asses, and the servants killM, 
Which him with sorrow, and deep mourning fiU'd ; 
But this might theo, to common sense appear, 
The lot of any, who abode so near 
The place where roving plunderers reside, 
They robbing all around them far and wide ; 
And so might not, by patient Job, be thought 
A judgment that an angry God had brought : 
.Which Satan knew, would be the very thing 
That would most keenly reach his heait, and sting. 
Then he, (who'd power in distant, after days)* 
By his own beastly instrument to raise. 
With great delusion, flaming fire, that then 
^ JEell down from heaven in the sight of men, 

* ^OT. Yiil. 18. 
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Hade coruscations in the air, oa high, 
Or fire that flashed with terror in the 9ky, 
Wliich on Job's .fiock, Hkeawfal lightening flew, 
And all the sheep of his wide pastures stew. 

While they in fear, and sorrow, wondrtng stand, 
At the first message of the Sabean band, 
Another enterM with surprise, to tell, 
" The fire of God," says he, *' from heaven fell, 
The streaming flames have just consumed the sheep, - 
And all the servants who ttve flocks did keep, 
I only am escapM alone," says he, 
** To tell the news of this distress to- thee-" 
While he was speaking, in there hish'd a- third. 
And in addition brings the good man word, 
^' The plufid^nng Chaldeans, in the east that dwell. 
Made three strong bands, and on us rudely fell, 
They took the eameis froib the verdant plain, 
The servants also with the sword are slain, 
I only am escap'd alone,'' says he. 
To tell the news of this distress to thee 1" 

Thus Job was stript of all his substance great, 
He who that morn, was like a prince in state. 
The richest man in all the eastern clime, 
Ere night, perhaps, the poorest in his time ; 
Yet he through all in patience firm remain'd. 
Without a murmur every loss sustained. 

These doleful strokes could not o'erthrow the strong, 
Unshaken hero of my humble song ; 
Apollyon fixt to give a shock more dire 
Than Sabean plunder or the flashing fire. 
This Prince of War, and of the air then rais'd 
A wild tornado, that all hearts amai'd. 
It smote the house of mirth and feasting then, 
And slew Job's children, sons and daughters ten. 

That Job might have no respite or relief, 
One moment to digest his present grief. 
Another Messenger, with great surprise, 
Came rushing in, to mourning Job and cries, 
** Thy sons and daughters all were drinking wine, 
And eating witb the eldest son of thine ; 
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A whirlwind from the wilderness remote, 

The strong four corners of the dwelling smote — 

The house then fell, where all thy children fed, 

And lo ! the young^ men, and the maids are dead : 

I only am escaped alone,'' says he, 

" To tell the news of this distress to theel" 

This reached, indeed, this keenly wounding stroke, 

Almost his nature and his judgment broke : 

Afflicted man: I at once great grief abounds, 

His children's death his nature sorely wounds ; 

At circumstances of this awful stroke,. 

His judgment's lost — ^his heart is almost broke : 

He viewed his children unprepar'd to meet 

The awful Judge^. ai his dread judgment seat. 

Yet did not Job (a» they were now no more) 

Burnt-offerings offer as he'd done before ; 

Was not for them to make atonements led. 

Nor expiations, seeing they were dead* 

His wisdom taught, where falleth once the tree/^ 

In that same pFace it shall for ever be. 

Job's grief, although intensely great, we find. 

No deviation from an huftible mind : 

In his distress and misery, 'tiss^iid, 

'* He rose, and rent his mantle, shav'd his head, 

Fell on the ground," his direful state to moan, 

*' And worshjpp'd," him who sits upon the throne; 

To reqd the mantle and to shave the hair. 

Were outvyard tokens of great sorrow there;. 

By falling down, and worshipping, we find, 

That he receiv'd affliction wiAi a mind 

Of deep submission, but did not repine;. 

Still bowM obedient to the King Divine, 

Without whose notice, and permission, he 

Most surely knew these things co^uld never be. 

Now Satan watch'd with anxious eagerness. 

To hear Job curse the Lord, in deep distress ; 

His disappointment sure was great that day, 

On hearing Job with deepest rev'rence say, 

♦ Ecjcles. xh 3. 
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^ I nak«d €aise into this world of pam, . 
And i^ked shall my.exit make again : 
The Lord bestow'd^ and taken hath away, 
And blessed be his sacred name" this day. 

Thus Job sinn'd not, (though robb*d of joys terrene) 
Nor charg'd bis God with folly through the scene. 
In substance, he submissively confessed 
That all the blessings he had long possessed, 
His riches vast, most firmly he believ'd, 
Was wholly what he from the Lord received ; 
And had it not been stript from him away, 
He must have left it all behind some day ; 
That he came naked to this region low^ 
And from the world again must naked go ; 
That it was justice, in his humble sight. 
For him who gave to have the perfect right 
To take away, if he should so incline. 
Submitting all to providence divine. 
Instead of cursing the Almighty One, 
As Satan had attested would be done. 
He bless'd the Lord for all his former care, 
And all the losses he had now lo bear. 
Thus he that was a liar long before, 
Was proved a liar to his face, once more. 

The restless Satan not at all content, 
Tet wanting work, new mischief to invent, 
Himself did with the sons of God present; 
When they assembled as theyM ofteu done, . 
They found the old intruding wicked one : 
" Hast thou, says God, seen Job my servant true. 
On earth there's not his equal, in my view ; 
A man, upright and perfect, truly one, 
That fears his Maker, and doth evil shun : 
His patience try'd, and prov'd, and still, said he; 
He holdeth fast his great integrity, 
Though thou afflicts him with a great delight, 
And fain would move me to destroy him quite." 

^' O skin for skin," said he who values strife, 
^^ All that a man hath, he will pay for life : 



154 THE LIFE OF JOB. 

Put forth tby band and touch his flesh and bon^ 
Then will be deep dissimulation shown ; 
fie will his zeal and sanctity disgrace, 
And surely curse thee to thy open face." 

The Lord well knew these trials great and sor^, 
To bis own glory would redound yet more ; 
And yield to Job great profit in the end, 
Therefore resolving him to yet defend^ 

iTbat Satan, tho' he sorely might assail, 
le should not oVr the patient man prevail.) 
To recompense his suff rings great and sore. 
With a reward of an abounding store. 
Another link he let out satan's chain, 
And old Apollyon gratify'd again : 
Go try him more, "behold he's in thy hand» 
But let him live," is the divine command. 
The devil glad of this increase of pow'r, 
Fell on poor Job with cruelty that hour ! 
The scholar's learning and the poet's pen, 
Cannot describe his dire condition then ; 
His doleful case — behold him cover'd o'er. 
With blotches, boils, and blains, one filthy sore, 
Rais'd by Apollyon to a height extreme, 
If possible to drive Job to blaspheme. 
His powV was great, and while he had the rein^, 
Job underwent the most exquisite pains, 
A state of Sfore and deep unrival'd grief, 
One lingering scene — one pang without relief. 
His horrid foulness, and the nauseous scent. 
Did much his case of misery augment ; 
Was loath'd and shunned by evVy person round, 
No relative or friend with him was found ; 
His menial servants all from him depart, 
And leave him void of human help, to sroavf. 
Of this he in his mourning sore complains. 
In bitter accents, and in moving strains : 
" My old acquaintance are from me estrang'd. 
My kinsfolk have their countenances chang'd, 
Familiar friends away from me are gone, 
And those who long liv'd in my house withdrawn ; 
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I'm ]ik€ a stranger by my maids esteemM, 
And as an alien in their sight am deemM : 
I cali'd my servant, in distress, for aid, 
The I entreated, he no answer made ; 
I crave the hour when time to me shall ceas^, 
From my afflictions then I'll get release.'* 

The greatest man in all the eastern world, 
Behold him sitting, weeping, mournings hurl'd 
From honour, pow'r, and from great opulence. 
To greater want, affliction more intense ! 
Before whom once, young men their faces hide, 
His look majestic, they could not abide : 
The elders rose and stood upon their feet. 
Him with respect and reverence to treat : 
Great princes would from conversation cease, 
And nobles in his presence hold their peace : 
Behold him now with ulcers cover'd o'er. 
And grievous boils, united in one sore ; 
In ashes silting, making there bis moan ; 
The foulest human object ever known. 
Thus he thro' scenes unparalleled was led, 
'^ A dunghill on a dunghill,'^ one has said. 
Then he who lied to Eve in days of yore, 
AlIurM Job's wife yet to afflict bim more. 
<< Post thou still thine integrity retain. 
Curse God and die ;" to serve the Lord is vain. 
Cast off thy rev'rence and thy love of God, 
Curse him who lays on thee his iron rod ; 
The austere master who has dealt so bard, 
Although for it tha.u be of life debarred. 
He could not be by her vile counsel mov'd. 
To her replyd, in patience try*d and prov'd, 
Thou speakest like a woman quite unwise ; 
* A. foolish woman,' evil to devise : 
Shall we receive the good that's granted us. 
When evil comes, the great Jehovah curse ?" 
Here he his firm integrity retain'd, 
His patience quite invincible remain'd, 
So thai the loss of all his vast estate. 
His children's dealh^ and his afflietion great. 
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Occasion'd by extremity of pains, , 

And deep distress, while Satan bad the retn«| 

His friend's unliindness and ingratitude — 

His servants all irreverent and rude ; 

Nor provocation of his bosom friend, 

Could draw from him one sentence to offend. 

In that vast country did three friends reside, 
From Job a distance, from each other wide : 
These men and he had been, in times of stat^ 
In habits of an intimacy great* 
Eliphaz one, the Temanite we trace, 
From *Teman, who we find of Esau's race. 
Bildad the Shuhite, sprung from ancient Shuah^f 
The youngest son of Abraham by Keturah. 
The third calVd Zophar, the Naamathite, 
To tell his race is not so easy quite ; 
Some men of learning, it is said, incline 
' To think he also was of Esau's line. 
When they had heard of Job's afflictions 8or% 
Such as the world had never known before, 
They in deep feeling sympatlijj were ledj. 
To visit, mourn, and comfort him, 'tis said. 
These three were men of consequence of old, 
The Septuagint calls them kings, we're told ; 
A length of time it doubtless then must take, 
After their knowledge of his state, to make 
Th' appointment, fix the time and place to meet; 
And then to travel to his mourning seat. . 
That many a day poor Job his sores had borne, 
And grievous painr, left all alone to mourn, 
And many a night, remote from joy or che^, 
Before these three condoling friends appear. 
When they arriv'd, where they could see his faccf. 
And found him seated in his mourning place, 
Awhile attention to the scene they lend. 
Before they know their lov'd and valu'd friend. . 
But on advancing, with a solemn pace. 
They were astonished at his doleful case; 

■* Gen. ixxt). 10,11. i Gen.txir. ^ 
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They wept aloud — they roottm'd with joint consent, 

And each in twain his costly mantle rent. 

They then were in their depth of sorrow led, 

Each one to sprinkle dust upon his head ; 

Him ki a state of gnef intense they found, 

And lo ! they sat down by him on the ground, 

His woful case in silence to condole ; 

None spake a word, for pain and grief of soul. 

Seven days andnights they thus in silence wait, 

Because bis grief was so intensely great. 

At length, poor Job, this long sad silence broke, 

With grief of heart in mourtiful accents spoke : 

" Let the day perish wherein I was born, 

That darksome night or inauspicious morn, 

When they with joy and cheerfuhiess proclaim'd, 

A child is born, a son is to be nam'd. 

Lo ! let that day by darkness long be known. 

And let not God regard it from his throne ; 

Let gloom be there, and death's most awful shade. 

And over it a heavy cloud be laid ! 

Why's light bestow'd upon a man whose way 

Is hedg d around, and hid from day to day? 

Before I eat my morsel comes my sighs ; 

Poury out in torrents are my doleful cries !'* 

These friends of Job, who much for him were pain'd, 
An ill opinion of him entertained ; 
They had concluded from his woful state. 
Which human powers can languidly relate. 
That he was guilty of some heinous sin. 
Or deep hypocrisy must reign within ; 
That he for it endur'd the iron rod, 
And heavy judgments of the angry God. 
Their vain opinion they presumed to tell, 
And on poor Job in heavy accents fell : 
Declar'd indeed, that such distress must be -" 
The consequence of God's supreme decree ; 
The perfect justice of Omnipotence, 
Can never punish where there's no offence ; 
To punish or chastise without a cause, 
Is inconsistent with impartial laws. 

14 
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Such premises apparently were true, 
Yet an erroneous consequence they drew. 
That Job a»ust be at eniuity with God, 
A grievous sinner thus to feel the rod ; 
Or in him deep hypocrisy must dwell. 
To cause his suff rings to this height to swell. 
They in their turns, and in a style sublime, 
Long laboured to convince him of his crime. 
So men may err, who teli of reason's guide, 
Pretend to reason, yet they wander wide 
From rectitude, and wisdom from above, 
The system of pure universal love. 
To you 1 call ! O young and old attend, 
Nor eye nor ear to lying systems lend ! 
' Job stood with firiiiness m his own defence, 
Assur'd, indeed, of his own innocence. 
His hands were clean, his faithful heart upright, 
Before the Lord who s( es with perfect sight. 
To their false charges he would never yield, 
Mor in this contest give them up the field ; 
Would not acknowledge he had guilt or sin, 
Full well assured that lie had none within. 
With manly firmness and great eloquence, 
He stood his ground, maintain^ his innocence. 
Did them refiite and his own cause defend. 
And their great want of kindness reprehend. 
As they would not, in their long speeches ^pare, 
But sharp reflections added here and there ; 
Their ironies and censures were severe, 
And bitter taunts were rigid and austere ; 
Unlike true comforters poor Job abused ; 
Freedom of speech to them he likewise us'd, 
And gave them pinching repartees indeed, 
Reprov'd them sharply, when they stood in need ; 
Yet h€-Qt>serv'd an humble reverence, 
When he spoke of or to Omnipotence. 
But knowing not the secret aim and en^, 
Nor what his Maker could to him intend, 
In sufi*Ving trials so intensely great. 
To fall like mountains, with their crushing weight. 
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He often begged from life to have release, 

That so his pain and misery might cease ; 

Lest he might thro^ afflictions, sore and great, 

From patience and from meekness deviate. 
^ * * # * ' 

Some of Job's lofty sentiments, sublime 

And mournful language, in this painful time, 

Are here selected, and are lurn'd to rhvme. 
* •)f^ •» « ^ 

*0 that I now, a^ in months past, could be, 
As inthetlays when God protected me; 
When his bright candle shone upon my head, 
And by his light thro' darkness I was. led i 
As I was joyful in my youthful days 
Feeling the secret of his inward rays ; 
When the Almighty was with me in truth, 
My children I could see in blooming youth^ 
When I had butter, com, and wine in store. 
When oil in rivers from the rock would pour : 
When I went thro* the city, in the street. 
Hard by the portal I prepared my seat; 
The young men would, when I app^ar'd, withdraw ; 
The aged rose and stood, when me they saw : 
The princes then from their discourse refrain'd, 
And nobles paus'd, and silently remained : 
The ear that heard, for me would blessings crave, 
The eye that saw me, a true witness gave. 
Because I had the fatherless relieved, 
The poor that cry'd for succour, I receiv'd ; 
The indigent to me would blessings bring, 
I caus'd for joy the widow's heart to sing : 
I aided those who cry'd in deep distress, 
I then was cloth'd with peace and righteousness. 
My judgment, ais a diadem, was deem'd 
Eyes to the blind, feet to the lame esteemed ; 
Unto the popr I was a father sure, 
I s^arch'd out causes hidden and obscure* 

* Job xxix* 
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I broke the jaws, and plucked away the spoil, 

From him who liv'd in wickedness to toil. 

I thought my days as sand would multiply. 

In my pavilion I shall surely die. ■ 

My root was widely by the waters spread^ | 

My branch all night wilh dew was richly fed; 

My glory was with vigour fresh sustain'd, 

My bow renew'di safe iii my hand remain'd : - 

To me men listened with attention deep. 

And at my counsel they would silence keep; 

After ray words they would not speak, is true, 

My speech fell on them like the morning dew ; 

They waited for me, which was not in vain, 

With open mouth, as for the latter rain : 

I chose their way and sat with them as chief, 

As one that comforts mourners, gave relief; 

Their way by me was pointed out to them — 

I sat as one that wore a diadem. 

*But now, those who are younger much than I, 
Deride me vainly, and against me cry ; 
Whose fathers I would not permit to keep, 
With dogs that watch'd my fleecy flocks of sheep : 
For want and famine, they in their distress, 
Were solitary iti the wilderness. 
They fled into the lonely wild in haste, 
In former time all desolate and waste ; 
They mallows cut in their distress to eat, 
And also roots of jtimper for meat. 
Lo ! they were driven far from men aside, 
As after thieves, at them the people cry'd. 
And now behold, I am their song they choose^ 
Yea, I'm the by-word they in scorning use : 
They spare not now to spit upon my face. 
They me abhor, and flee away apace ; 
Because my cord is loos'd, Tm sorely try *d, 
They loose the bridle, and they me deride. 
Upon ray right hand rise tiie indiscreet, 
The graceless youth, and push away my feet ; • 

♦JoUxxx. 
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Means of destruction they against me raise, 
Tbey mar my path, ttiey much impede my ways ^ 
They have no helper, or propitious guide. 
They came upon me as a breaking wide, 
Of waters in a desolating hour. 
They rolPd on me with overflowing pow'r : 
Great terrors on me turn'd without controul. 
Fierce as the whirlwind they pursue my soul f 
My welfare passeth as a cloud awiay. 
Or as the dew at SoVs bright morning ray. 

And now my soul is poured out to thee. 
Afflictions sore have taken hold on me ; 
My bones are piercM within me, in the night 
My painful sinews can no rest invite : 
By the disease, this putrid body o-er, 
My garments changed, and now it binds'me sore^ 
Into the mire, behold he hath me cast, 
Like dust and ashes Pm become at last ; 
To thee I cryj- and oh, thou dost not hear, 
To thee I look, and thou dost not appear. 
Become now distant — with thy powVful hand. 
Thou dost oppose me and against me stand. 
I look'd for good, but evil came with might. 
Thick darkness spread when I was seeking light; 
My bowels boil'd, and I codd get no rest. 
Affliction's days do me of joys divest. 
} mourning went when clouds the sunshine veil'd^ 
In the assembly my sad state bewaiVd. 
As a companion to the owls, Fm fil'd, 
And brother to the dragons of the wild ; 
Behold my skin is black from crown to feet, 
My bones are burnt with an incessant heat ;. 
My tunefiirharp is turn'd to weeping sore, 
My organ to the mourner's doleful roar^ 

^Behold, I call from misery's gloomy shade^ 
I cry aloud, but oh, tliere's none to> aid ; 
I cannot pass, for he hath fenc'd my way. 
The gloom of darkness set instead of day ; 

* Job ni^ 7t 

14. * 



J- 



162 THE LIFE OF iOS. 

Of glory stript me, and bath brought tne down, 
And from my head he took away the crown ; 
My inward friends abhorrence have commenc'd^ 
They whom I lov^d, 'against me are incensed ; 
My flesh and skin now cleave unto my bone, 
In my distress but few de me bemoan. 
O that my words were written now by men, 
That they were graven with an iron pen. 
That they were pi*inted in some sacred page^ 
Or cut in rock, to last an endless age; 

I surely know that my Redeemer dear, 
Now lives, and shall some future day appear; 
And tho' the worms upon this body feed, 
Yet I shall see the Deity indeed ; 
Shall see the King of whom the ancients told, 
For my own self, mine eyes shall him behold. 

* Mark me astonish'd, and with wonder stand, 
And lay upon your silent mouth your hand; 
When 1 remember I am sore afraid, 
My flesh oft trembles when ray fears pervade. 
Why liv^ the wicked ta an age that's great ? 
' They're high in powV and wealthy in estate ; 
Their children are'establish'd in their sight, 
They aggrandize their offspring with delight. 
Their houses safe from danger or alarm. 
The rod of God is not on them, nor harm ; 
Their little ones, like flocks of sheep, advance; 
Abroad they send them, and their children dance ; 
They take the timbrel, and in mirth abound, 
Rejoicing in the harp and organ^s sound. 
Their days in wealth and jollity they spend, 
And in a moment to the grave descend : 
Therefore, to God, depart from us, they say, 
For we desire no knowledge of thy way ; 
What's the Almighty, should we him revere.^ 
What profit have we, if we pray or fear i 

The counsel of '^he wicked^s far from m^^ 
Their good is often insecure, we see ^ 
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Sometimes indeed tbey rise to wealth and nuglitf 
But often is their candle p«it out quite. 
Destruction swiftly comes, without relief 
Upon the wicked^ liar, cheat and thief. 
Destruction and deep sorrows them await — 
In anger God diffuses judgments great — 
As stubble is before the wind are they, 
And as the chaff the whirlwind drives away. 
Shall mortal man presume bey end his reach^ 
And Ood in wisdom and in knowledge teach : 
Seeing be judgeth those aloft who rise 
In his full strength, at ease a person dies. 
Another falls in heart-felt bitterness, 
Who never jtte with pleasure, but distress ; 
Tbey both Ke down alike in dust, at last, 
On them the worms shall make a rich repast. 

♦Hell's bare to Him, who boundless space surveys, 
The depths tt» Htm who formed all nature^ s ways : 
An empty place the north he stretcheth o'er, 
^nd hangs the earth where nothing was before. 
He holds his Throne, its face he covers o'er, 
There spreads his cloud, where man cannot explore^ 
Waters with bounds he hath secur'd with might, 
Until an end come to the day and night : 
Makes pillars of the high expanse to shake, 
And the foundations of the earth to quake j 
Astoqish'd at his wonderful decrees ! ^ 
He with his power divides the mighty seas. 
The proud will he by understanding smite, . . : 

The heavens garnish with his glorious light. 
Lo ! these are parts of his superior ways. 
Let this small portion our great wonder raise, 
But his most awiul, tlmndering power amaze, 
f There is a vein where silver's found, most sur^ 
A place for gold, to make it still more pure : 
lll'here is a path wherein no fowl can fly, 
'Tis not discem'd by the keen vulture's eye. 
The Lion's whelps this way have never foundt 
Not the fierce lion ever trod the ground. 

*J9b]BSvi.^ t Job'Xrdil*J» 
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Upon fbe rock he puttetfa forth bis hand, 

The mountains overturn at his comiaand f 

He binds the floods, or man is overflown ; 

The thing that's hid, he lettetb it be known. 

But where shall Wisdom infiuite be found i 

And understanding, tell roe where abound t 

The price thereof no earthly man can know,. 

Nor is it found upon this region low. 

The depth declares, it is not found in me, 

Nor in my bounds proclaims the rolling sea. 

It can't be gotten for high valu'd gold, 

Neither shall it for silver bright be sold. 

The gold oi Ophir don't with it compare. 

Nor precious onyx; nor blue sapphire, rare ^ 

It is not equaird by the crystal bright, 

No, nor excbang'd for jewels that delight. 

Speak not of coral, costly pearls, or spice, 

Above fair rubies is true wi>dom's price. 

For valu'd topaz, it shall not be sold. 

Nor yet exchanged for Ophir s purest gold : 

Whence then comes wisdom, whence shall it proceed I 

And understanding, whereas the place indeed.'* 

Since it is hid from ev'ry hnman eye, 

And clos'd froui all the airy fowls that fly. 

Death and destruction in their turns proclaim, 

With our own ears, lo ! we have heard its fame ; 

God understands the way, and where it flows, 

The place thereof, and its deep source he knows ; 

For he beholds with penetrating eyes, 

The earth, the heavens, and etherial skies ; 

Can wonders do — can weigh the flowing breeze,. 

The waters measure, and the mighty seas. 

Lo ! He decreed (let men and angels wonder) 

A way for rain, for lightning and for thunder. 

He searrh'd it out, yea, wisdom He prepar'd, 

Behold he saw it, ami to man declared 

True wisdoii) is the fear of God within^ 

And understandinp.'s to depart from sin. 

What is the portion from the Lord, I cry .^ 

Or what inber'lance from the King on high t . 
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Is not destruction to the wicked sure f 
And must not they a punishment endure ? 
Doth not my Maker clearly see my ways, 
Count steps, view words and actions all my days. 
If I have in vain idols e'er believ'*d, 
Of if I have the credulous deceiv'd, 

g^et me be in an even balance weight 
y heart be known, for I am not afraid.) 
If 1 refiis'dmy servants' cause to hear, 
From ^is petition turn'd away mine ear— n 

If I have bolden from the poor that cries, 
Or caus'd to fail the widow's mournful eyes—* 
If I have eat my morsel when alone, 
And have not listened to the orphan's moan. 
Lo ! he was brought up with me from my youtb. 
The widow have 1 guided of a truth) — 
If I in blindness after wealth have grop'd, 
Or in the shining, golden wedge have hopM— 
If I have been so void of wisdom quite, 
To say to gold, thou art my chief delight—* 
If I rejoic'd because of wealth immense, 
Or if elated by great opulence : 
Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade» 
Be broke to pieces, and all verdure fade. 
When I beheld the sun with sparkling light, 
Or saw the moon, like silver, shining bright — 
If that in secret, e'er my heart hath won, 
To pay devotion to the moon or sun ; 
I then should sure hiave lost my glowing love. 
Should have deny'd the God that is above — 
If i rejoic'd, or e'er was glad to see 
The ruin of the man who hated me ; 
Or lifted up myself when evil found, 
Him in his mischief and did him surround. 
Neither have I, sin suffer'dto control 
My mouth, by wishing mis'ry to his souL 
The stranger took not lodging in the street, 
The trav'ler in my dwelling found a seat. 
If I like Adam, cover'd o'er my sin, 
By hiding mine iniquity within — ^ 
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If I've departed from the golden way, 

Mine eyes and heart, if they have gcfne astray— 

If any blot hath cleav'd to me, I say. 

Then may I sow and let another eat, 

Let my offspring be rooted from my seat. ^ 

Instead of wheat that overspread the ground, 

Let there be nought bat thorns and thistles fountf^ 

For barley fine the plains so richly yield, 

Let cockle grow, and choke the fertile field. 

, Here Job^s expressive lamentations end, 
To his narration we will now attend* 

When Job had silenced these three reasoning men, 
IJp rose Eliha who was present then, 
Who their discourses on both sides had heard, 
With zealous warmth against them all appeared. 
'Gainst Job because (as he his words apply'd) 
Rather than God, himself had justified : 
Against his friends, since they had laboured longj 
Yet Job was not convicted once of wrong : 
That after they could rudely him impeach, 
Give him the honour of the closing speech. 
This youth, well of the risk be run apprized, 
For breaking silence he apologiz'd. 
And his attempt grave ancient men to teach, 
And also for the plainness of his speech,, 
Desiring they would not expect that he^ 
Men's persons wou\d accept, or partial be 5^ 
If flatt'ring titles he to men should give, <.. 

His Maker would refuse to let him live. 

*' Since you are old, and I am yet so young, 
Thro* modest fear, I held my silent tongue : 
I said that years, and multitude of days. 
Should speak the truth, and utter wisdom's ways ; 
Yet there's a spirit in man's heart that lives, 
God's inspiration there true wisdom gives. 
Great men are not in wisdom always found. 
Nor have the elders always judgment sound : 
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IGrod speaks to man once, twice, 'tis soon forgot, 
Or inattentive, he^perceives it not. 

f In dreams, in visions oi the night he's led. 
In deepest sleep and slumbVings on the bed : 
Lo ! then he opens the deaf ears of men, 
And sealeth to them their instruction then. 
That he^ who can the earth and heavens span, 

^ May draw from sin, and pride remove from man." 
The youth proceeds ; all listen to the theme. 
By arguments, well drawn from pow'r supreme, 
God's sov'reiguty, without a line to bound. 
And wisdom we can never search or sound, 
Which may produce some deep mysterious end, 
Man^s feeble pow'rs can never comprehend ; 

03 May yet unfold some hidden consequence, 

Above the reach of man's intelligence. 
i That with God's justice, it may well agree, 
• And is consistent with the Deity, 

To lay his tryiifg and afflicting hand, 
' Upon the men most righteous in the land. 

} Therefore it rs the duty then of all. 
To bear such exercises when they fall. 
Without complaining, j^ a murmVing sin. 
And tQ acknowledge, God is just therein. 
Job sat attentive, with both ear and eye. 
To this bright youth, and made him no reply : 
He probably before would less have said, 
When he to answer his three friends was led. 
And that less subject to elception then, \ 
Had he not been so treated by the men ; 
By their reflections, quite unjust, unkind, 

; Whereby instead of comforters, we find, 

■ They proved tormentors, in his deep distress ; 

[ Unguardedly this caus'd him to express 
Some sentiments that were not duly weigh'd, 
And which against him in the contest made. 

j After this long, sublime debate was done^ 
All faush'd to silence, then the. Lord begun : 
Jehovah comes — the dread of human pride. 
Not to debate, but the dispute decide. 
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The whirlwinds roar, and awful ltgbt*niogs blaie 

Announce his coming, and all hearts amaze ; ^r<'^ 

All creatures quake, as he approaches nigh* 

At the bright blaze of bis alf-seeing eye, 

The stateliness of human 'pride, and all 

Disguises and delusive colourings fall : 

And vanity, by human knowledge tangbt, 

All sink to their origitnal, to nought 

The man of knowledge, uuderstatiding bright* 

Who view'd his station in superior light, 

Who fain above his humble sphere would reach. 

The glorious and* the great Jehovah teach, 

Is now struck insignificant and m(^an, 

And quite confounded at the awful scene. 

This crisis could no human eye foresee ; 
The Lord appears in awful majesty ; 
With pow'r supreme, to speak, instruct, and teach, 
And from the whirlwind he directs his speech ; 
Wherein forth setting hisown consequence. 
Infinite wisdom and omnipotence, 
In forming and disposing all he made, 
When the foundations of the world he laid. 

He formed tiie earth, the seas, and fishes then, 
Inferior creatures and superior men ; 
Suns, moons, and worlds, in boundless space that roll, 
A glorious, wondrous workmanship the whole. 

Job was convinced, and fully made to see, 
His weakness, blindness, inability. ' 
Of his own self, to understand the ways, 
Of the All- Awing Jydge of ancient days : * 
That he in awful, deep submission broke 
Forth, in a sense of human vileness spoke. 
^'Behold! I'm vile, what shall! answer thee? 
My hand upon my silent mouth shall be-^ 
I once have spoken, but I'll speak no more, 
Nor yet proceed," as I have done before. 
When afterwards the High and Holy One, 
His most sublime and awful speech had done^ 
Job fully granted the supremacy. 
And boundless wisdom of the Deity. 
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With a bow'd down, and deeply humbled mind. 
To tti.3 effect, he answer'd him, we find : 
"I know that thou canst ev'iy purpose do, 
And that all things are open to thy view,^ 
Well might^st thou ask, who counsel could obscure, 
By words without the knowledge that is pure ; 
To thee for counsel I an ear will lend, ' 

I've utter'd more than I could comprehend. 
Some things too deep and wonderful for me, 
Which I knew not — henceforth I'll learn of thee. 
Of thee I've heard with my external car, 
But now I have obtain'd a sight more clear. 
More cogent than the sound of words, that faiFd, 
For now mine eye thy glorv views unveil'd; 
Lo ! I repent, abhor myself for all 
Pve said amiss, in dust and ashes fall." 

This humble, meek, and free acknowledgment, 
Well pleas'd the King who is omnipotent : 
He thereupon, like a just judge defends, 
Poor Job against his three censorious friends. 
*Then to Eliphaz, Temanite, said be, 
" My wrath is kindled 'gainst thy friends and thee, 
The thing that's right hath not been $poke by you, 
As it hath been by Job my servant true. 
Take seven bullocks, seven rams — arisci 
And go to Job, and offer sacrifice. 
That an atonement you may make this day, 
And Job, my servant, then for you shall pray ; 
For I will hear when he shall intercede. 
Lest I treat you according to your deed. 
You have not spoke of me Ihe thing that's right, 
Like Job, my servant," worthy in my sight. 

Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, soon obey'd, 
And Job an humble intercession made. 
'Twas wonderful! for them he pray 'd with powV, 
The Lord turn'd his captivity that hour ! 
His suff'rings then, as in an instant ceas'd. 
From bis afflictions, lo! he was releas'd! 

Shout morning stars, and all the earth for joy, 
The adversary can no more annoy, 

15 
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NoiUiart one baii*, so much as toMh the robe 
Of him, the meek, and truly patient Job. 
With health and honour, and with riches blest'di 
God gave him double what he ere possessed, 
So that his flock was fourteeu thousand sheep, 
fix thousand camels — ^marvellous to keep ; 
is ploughs were by two thousand oxen drawn. 
One thousand asses pasturM on the lawn ! 

Job*8 brethren and his sisters to hini came. 
When they of his deliv'rance heard the fame, 
His kindred and acquaintance, as before, . 
Renew'd their friendship now with him once more ; 
They came to him, rejoic'd without alloy, 
And in his house partook the bread of joy : 
Esteem'd him truly, apd his favour sought. 
And much enrich'd him by the presents brought. 
And more tban this, to comfort him we see, 
He'd seven sons, and also daughters three ; 
And none were found among the eastern fair, 
Who for their beauty would with them compare. 

And after this, it by the text appears, 
He liv'd one hundred and full forty years, 
And saw (ere he on earth was known no more) 
His sons and grandsons, generations four. 
Then found from all the toils of time release ; 
Slept with his fathers, full of days and peace. 

And now my muse would almost take a flight, 
This Epitaph upon his tomb to write* 

EPITAPH. ^ 

Here lies the great and celebrated Job, 
For patience firm, unrivall'd on the globe : 
Who trod affliction's dreary path alone. 
Whom Satan piKxv'd with cruelties unknown ; 
Stript him of children, and of wealth immense^ 
Left him to mpum in poverty intetise ; 
O'erspread with boils, and grievous blains, in pain^ 
Too much for human nature to sustain. 
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It was the wicked adversary's aim. 
To make Job curse the great Creator's name ; 
Butlo! bis schemes and evVy effort fail'd, 
0*er all his pow'r the patient man prevail'd^: 
Altho' he drank the dregs of Satan's cup, 
A hand divinCy and gracious held him up. 

He was at length from Satan's chain releas'd. 
The hour was joyful, bis afflictions ceas'd : 
Behold him now with wealth and honour crown'dL. 
With all the worthies of the earth renownM. 
At last his soul from time's revolving's free, 
Prepar'd for peace and immortality ; 
Pass'd to the long sought city of the blest,. 
In triumph there eternally to rest. 
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When Is^ad sought the promis'd land to gai% 
They pitch'd awhile on Moab s verdant plain ; 
They had some signal victories oblain'd, 
And now to rest near Jordan's stream remain'd. 
Tlie people round beheld the army great, 
Knew how they'd slain the Amorites of late^: 
The sight of such a potent army near, 
Put Balak, who was Moab's king, in fear ; 
And knowing he could not of numbers boast. 
Was sore afraid of Israel's mighty host. 
Thus Balak straiten'd, on this method falls, 
He Midian's elders into council calls. 
And notice of the common danger gave— 
Consulted how they might thei country save. 
When they awhile had close attention paid, 
The king and council this conclusion made, 
That he should faithful messengers depute. 
And send to Balaam, then in high repute, ^ 
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Him by pepsuasion, and by hire obtain, 
To come and curse tlie people on the plain ; 
In hopes thereby, in some propitious hour, 
To conquer them be might obtain the power, 
This balaam with such dignity was vieyv'd, 
For powers with which they thought he was endued, 
That they supposed, and unto him confessed. 
That every one whom he should bless, was bless'd; 
And which was yet of their delusions worse, 
That every one was cursed, he should curse. 
The council then selected out a few 
Of Moab's princes, and of Midian's too ; 
Together on an embassy they join, 
To go to their great favourite divine. 
So on they went to Balaam's distant land, 
With pay for divinatfon in their hand, 
Believing this would likely him oi>tain, 
They knew he was extremely fond of gain. 
'Twas this indeed, that m«de him forward press^ 
He lov'd the wages of unrighteousness. 
Tet when they had arriv'd to him and told 
The message from their troubFd king, behold ! 
He could not with the monarch's views accord, 
Till he bad first consulted with the Lord. 
To try how he the ttieme would represent. 
On which king Balak had the princes sent^ 
God queried of hi ip ere the morning light, 
" What men are those who lodge with thee this night ?'* 
'' Some," he repliVl, " whom Balak, Moab's king, 
Hath sent to roe, s, message here to bring; 
That there's from Egypt come a numerous race, 
That covers all the earth's extended face ; 
That his distress and fear is great, indeed^ 
He wishes me to come to him with speed. 
And curse that people — though a mighty host, 
He hopes he then can drive them from his coast." 
The Lord in answer fully let him know 
The will divine — *' Thou shalt not with them go ; 
That people there must unmolested rest. 
Thou shalt not curse them, for behold they're blest i'^ 
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Balaam well knowing bow unsafe, absard, 
*Twould be to go against' the master's word, 
Rose in the morn of the succeeding day, 
And sent king Balak's messengers away r 
** Depart again to your own land, for true,. 
The Lord refus'd to let me go with you.** 

The princes then return unto their king, 
And to him they misrepresent the thing : 
Instead of telling plainly as they ought, 
What Balaam had in his plain answer taught, 
That God refus'd to let him come, behold ! 
That Balaam would not come with them, they tol(J*. 
From such, an answer Balak might suppose 
The number, or the quality of those 
He sent, might not ambitious Balaam please, 
Or else, too small the value of tfae-fees : 
For he fortl^with sent on, to please bis pride, 
A greater number, and more dignifiM, 
Than w«re the first, and with proposals higher, < 
To gratify his ravenous desire. 
The message was,/' let nothing hinder thee, 
By any means from coming now to me y 
I'll thee promote to honour very great, 
I'll do for thee j,ust what thou shalt dictate : 
Be pleas'd^ therefore, to come without delay^. 
And this great people curse for me I pray." 

By Balaam's answer, we at once may find 
What was the ruling temper of his mind y 
He did not say, J hate the work in view; 
And therefore havekio mind to go with you : 
" Would Balak give me (were the words he told) 
His house all full of silver and of gold, 
I cannot go at all beyond the word. 
Of Him who is the overruling Loix3." 
The high command was absolutely thus, ^ 

"Thou shak not go — shalt not the people curse:'" 
The Lord upon him a restraint had laid, 
He fain would go-^o go he was afraid. 
So anxiously hecrav'd^tlie great reward^, 
Hq tbougfai, perhap», be could persuade the Ciord«> 

ls5. *• 
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To break his word, to alter his decree ; 
To curse the people, graift him liberty. 
Therefore he mildly on the princes fawns, 
Prays them to wait ui>til the morning dawns. 
To be inform'd yet, what the Lord would say, 
Who'd given him command the other day. 
This nought was else but boldly tempting God, 
And those who do it may expect the rod; 
Displeased, therefore, he left him to fulfil, 
And follow his own blind and greedy will. 
So he once dealt In aftertime with Jews, 
When they did his own government refuse ; 
When they to be like nations round, aspir'd, 
Would have a king-^he gave what they desired. 
When he could not them to obedience bring, 
He in ^displeasure gave the Jews a king. 
At times, when men refusM to hear his voice. 
He ts^v^ them up to follow their own choice. 
As they by vain and carnal lusts were led. 
And in their own delusive paths to tread. 
Just so it doth by sacred writ appear, 
He dealt with this great money-lover here : 
He'd given Balaam the command divine — 
The greedy man would not his will resign. 
But try'd to get tlie sacred word revok'd. 
The Lord by his gross impudence provok'd, 
^^If BalakH men— hij» princes call for thee 
Arise forthwith and go with them," says he. 
These words (with reason) wise men understand^ 
To be permil^ion, not a fair command. 
As if he'd said to Balaam, since I find, 
Togo thou art so eagerly inclined, 
Go if thou wilt against my plain decree, 
IVhich was distinctly understood by thee ; 
But yet will all thy labour be in vain, 
For thou shalt not thy grand design obtain : 
The word that I shall in thy mouth instil, 
Th^t sbajl thou speak, though much against thy will* 

* Hose^y xuL It t Team, Izni. 2 1 U 
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On this permission he with pleasure rose, 
With Moab's princes went the way he chose. 
He took two servants on him there to wait, 
For grandeur and to bring his treasure greats 
The suff'ring him to go with them, we find, 
Was in displeasure, and was not his mind ; 
For he was wroth because the prophet went, 
And to oppose him he an angel sent. 

The angel stood in Balaam's way, 'tis said, 
With a drawn swprd that shone with glittVing dread% . 
Yet Balaam's eyes were blinded so complete, 
He could not see him in the open street : 
Though to the as^ be plainly was in view. 
She could discern him and avoid him too. 
Quite terrified, she in distress and fear, 
RushM in a field that to the road was near ; 
For which he smote her in an angry strain, 
To turn her back into the road again* 
Th^ angel moving to a place not wide, 
A path that bad a wall on either side, 
The creature theo the angel's sword to shun, 
' So near the wall in her great terror run, 
She crushed his foot ; he in his wrath and paiuj^ 
Smote her to turn her in the way again* 
But when the angel, going on apace. 
Stood in the .path, in so confin'a a place. 
There was no passage to the left or right ; 
At this most awful and alarming sight. 
For fear the sword might either kill or wound^ 
She fell down under biro upon the ground. 
I^xtremely angry, Balaam asbefora, 
Smote the poor creature with his staff once more» 
The Lord then to rebuke the man beguil'd, 
And check the madness of the prophet wild^ 
The asses mouth, in that alarming hour, 
Behold ! he openM with the speaking pow'r ! 
She spoke and said, ''*^ what have I done to thee, 
That thou three times hast sorely smitten me ?" 
At this great wonder, Balaam no ways shock'd. 
To her reply'd, " because thou bast me mock'd, 
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Had I a sword I now would surely slay, 
Would take thy life for stubbornness to-day." 
" Am I not thine,'' the willing ass reply 'd, 
*^ Didst thou not safely long upon me ride ? 
Have I transgressed until this very day ?" 
He answer'd his loi^ faithful servant, " nay." 

This strange indeed, and most unnatural thing. 
Enough itself astonishment to bring 
On ev'ry heart, to human flesh ally'd, 
On ev'ry ma» that was not petrify* d. . 
But his dark mind was on the way so bent. 
His heart on making money so intent, 
E'en this could not the blinded prophet movej 
He held the dialogue, as said above, 
Until the Lord concluded to surprise^ 
And him arouse by opening bis eyes. 
He then beheld the mighty angel stand 
Right in the way, with his drawn sword in hand!' 
At sight of whom, in that most awful place. 
He bow'd himself— fell flat upon his face : 
For instant danger will most surely make 
The most obdurate, bow their heads and quake* 
The angel did wjth him expostulate. 
And let him know his sm was very great ; 
His undertaking, business, and reward, 
Were all indeed perv^se before the Lord. 
That he was come, his purpose to withstand. 
And there had slain bim with his sword in hand> 
But fqr hls' ass, which tum'd another way, 
Which he had beat ungratefully that day. 

Then wicked Balaam, sorely stung within, 
Confess'd that he was guilty of a sin ; 
That he'd return, he to him faintly said, 
If going on di^pleas'd the sovereign dread. 
But this confes^on little credit gain*d,. 
Since it appears but little more than feign'd, 
He need^not doubt, put in his if, for true, 
•From the beginning well enough he knew. 
That it was wrong, displeasing to the Lordj 
^^Thousbalt not go," was the Almighty's word; 
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But now since be so strongly was iuclin'cl, 

The Lord would not command him back we find ; 

But he resolv'd to turn the base design 

To a good end — a purpose more benigni 

By making him defeat the project thus, 

Pour blessings on the people be would curse. 

Then suffer'd him his journey to pursue, 

With one strict charge that he must keep in view, 

** The only word I speak to thee when there, 

That shalt thou speak, and only that declare." 

With Bsdak's princes he the way pursu'd^ 
His hope of gain a little more renew'd. 
When Balak heard of Balaam on the way, 
That he in person great respects might pay ; 
Went out to meet him in a pompons state, 
That he might nobly him congratulate. 
When they had met and greeted with delight, 
King Balak blam'd him in a manner slight, 
For his not coming when at first be sent, 
Who was so able, and was so intent. 
As sure as he then wore a royal crown, 
To raise him up to honour and renown. 
Then Balaam told him, in the plea he made. 
What a restraint the Lord upon him laid. 

Thus they arriv'd, in state, to Balak's seat, 
And there elate, he made a splendid treat ; 
To Balaam he so great attention paid, 
A solemn feast for him and princes made. 
The next day, fully on their scheme intent, 
They up to BaaPs lofty places went, 
That he from thence the people might survey, 
And grievous curses on them pour that day. 
Thus Balaam got to Baal s places high. 
Where he remotely could extend his eye. 
Tells them to build seven altars for him therej^ 
And seven oxen, seven rams prepare. 
Balak perform'd what Balaam then advised, 
An ox and ram on each they sacrificed } 
Then leavfng Balak in that place to stay, 
Balaao^ retired alone a little way. 
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To see if he then with the Lord could meet, 

Who came to him his purpose to defeat ; 

Put in his mouth a word to utter there, 

With a strict charge he should the same declare. 

Returning back, most probable with sighs, 

Found Balak standing by his sacrifice, 

With Moab's princes, who with hopes were fed y 

Balaam took up his parable and said, 

*' Balak, the king of Moab, far hath sought, 

And me fix)m Aram, or from Syria brought. 

Out of the mountains of the east — they cry^ 

Come ^.urse me Jacob — ^Israel defy : 

But how shall I regard the evil call. 

To curse, whom God hath never curst at all ? 

Or how shall ever I defy (he cryM) 

Those whom the Lord hath never yet defy'd ? 

For from the rocks I see him in his fold, 

And from the mountains I can him behold ! 

A people great, lo ! they shall dwell alone, 

Shall not be numbered with the nations known.^* 

(To God must be a people separate, 

In peace and love, in true religious weight ; 

In course of life they quite alone shall dwell, 

True figure of the spiritual Israel.) 

And then instead of uttering a curse. 
He broke forth into admiration thus : 
" Who can the dust of Jacob count or telF, 
Or number the fourth part of Israel? 
Let me the death of him that's righteous die^ 
And let my last end be like his'' — ^I cry. 

How great a disappointment this must be 
To Balak, we can from his answer see : 
'' What hast thou done — why hast thou us'd me thus f 
I took thee here mine enemies to curse, 
To curse the people who have broke my rest^ 
And lo I thou hast them altogether blest !" 

Balaam himself was willing to excuse, 
Alledg'd that he could not the subject choose, 
That he must speak and only speak the word, ; 

Put in his mouth as order'd by the Lord. i 
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As much as if he had to Balak said, 

I counter was to my fond wishes led. 

Indeed I could not help it if I would, 

I would, in fact, have curst thero if I could : 

1 had no power mj^'self to speak a word, 

My mouth was fill'd and govern'd by the Lord. 

View now what Moses once to Israel told^ 
Of this dark business for the love of gold. 
" The Lord would not attend to Balaam's mind, 
But turn'd his curses into blessings kind." 
By this we may undoubtedly conceive, 
That Balaam laboured with the Lord for leave 
To curse the people— -Balak to delight, 
That he might him with great rewards requite. 

Balak in hopes, what he had lost, with pain, 
In one sad place, he elsewhere might obtain : 
And not disposed sq great a cause to yield, 
Brought Balaam further into Zophim's field. 
Ascended up on Pisgah's eminence, 
To see if he could Israel curse from thence. 
Balaam to please him filPd with anxious care, 
Had seven altars soon erected there. 
Consistent with what Balaam then advis'd. 
Oxen and sheep on each they sacrific'd. 
Then as before he went to meet the Lord, 
Who there again put in his mouth a word. 
With orders what he must to Balak say, 
To which he could not but attention pay. 
King Balak now began to understand. 
What must be said, the Lord must give command. 
When Balaam had returned to him once more, 
bound king and princes standing as before. 
Awaiting for him by the sacrifice, 
With heai ts aJl anxious and with hopeful eyes— 
What hath the Lord now spoken Balak cried ; 
With great importance, Balaam then repliU 
'Rise ug, O king, and thy attention lend, 
lo me, thou who art Zippor's son attend. 
God is not man, that he should tell a lie. 
Nor son of man who from bis word can fly. 
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Hath he once said, and to his word not stood. 

Or hath he spoken^ and not made it good ? 

Behold ! I have received command to bless, 

Which I cannot reverse, I must confess. 

He hath not seen in Jacob sin, to wound, ' 

Nor yet perverseness, in his people found : 

The l.<ord is with him, of a truth, I sing. 

In him is heard the shouting of a king. 

God brought them forth from £g3rpt's gloomy land, 

The unicorn cannot before him stand, 

Against him no enchantment can prevail, 

Like fleeting shades must divinations fail : 

That it shall bd, of those the Lord hath led, 

Of Jacob and of Israel long be said, 

(Who was from Egypt through the Red Sea brought) 

^hat hath the Lard iheir great protector wrought ! 

Nor fraud nor curse against them can prevail, 

And all the power that can be raisM must fail." 

Foretelling Israel s strength in future days, 
Their victories and great success, he says, 
" Lo ! they shati rise up as a lion great. 
As a young lion for his spoil shall wait ; 
Shall eat tlleir prey — from drinking not refrain, 
The blood of those who in the field are slain." 

When Balak heard the prophet Balaam pour 
His blessings-out, it cut him deep and sore : j 

Like one confus'd and deeply mortified, 
" Don't curse at all, nor bless at all," he cried. . ! 

But long he held not in that &tate of mind, | 

For tho' he rather Israel should (we find) 1 

Escape a cursing, than a blessing gain, 
Yet soon we see him in his eager strain, 
To have them cursM — he would not quit before 
He try'd the greedy prophet's powers once more. j 

To Balaam " come, I pray thee," says the king, 
" To one more place, behold, I will thee bring; ; 

Perhaps it may not give the Lord offence, * •• 
For thee to diange, and curse me them from thence.** 
Their course they then to Peor's top pursued, 
A hill from which the distant wild they view'd. 
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Though Balaam had but just before this told, 
That HBod could not repent, or lie, behold! 
He was so anxious for the gres^t reward, 
He join'd with Balak yet to tempt the Lord. 
They rearM seven altars, as before devis'd, 
And on them sheep and oxen sacrificed. 
The Lord, who is long-suffering and kind. 
And brings forth good, when evil is designed. 
Thus suffer'd Balaam all his powers to try, 
That blessings might on Israel multiply.. 
But Balaam having tryM his artful train, 
His magic tricks, and found them all in vain ; 
And finding still, the Lord was pleas'd to pour 
On Israel blessings, went not as before. 
Under pretence that he with God would speak, 
That he enchantments when alone might seek : 
But set his face directly on the way, 
Where Israel safe in their encampments lay, 
Spread o'er the country to a great extent, 
Arrang'd in order that was excellent ; 
According to their several tribes, by name, « 

The holy spirit then upon him came. 
While he before, had by enchantments sought 
To do bk .work, he then was only taught. 
By words put in his mouth, to be apply'd ; 
But now he his enchantments laid aside, 
Behold ! Ije felt the pow'r of ancient fame^ 
The spirit of the Lord upon him came : 
His eyi'Sy obscur'd by avarice and pride. 
Were somewhat open'd, he distinctly cried, 
*' Thy tents, O Jacob ! goodly are indeed ! 
Thy tabernacles, Israel, exceed !" 
Then he set forth in metaphors of praise. 
Their strength and beauty in some after cteys : 
" Lo ! as the valleys are they 'spreading wide, 
As fertile gardens by the river side. 
As alo^s, planted by the Lord's own hand, 
And cedar trees that by the waters stand. 
The water from his buckets shall abound. 
His seed •shall be in many places found. 

16 
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His king shall higher than great Agag standi 
His kingdom be exalted in the land, 
God brought him forth-^frora Egypt Israel led, 
He brought them safely through the sea that's Red ; 
His glory shall the region round adoru, 
H^hath the vigour of an unicorn. * 

He shall eat up the nations strong and fierce, 
Ihall break their bones and tbem with arrows pierce } 
le couchM, and down as a great Hon laid, 
And Hone shall stir him, or make him afraid. 
Who blesses thee on blessings may rely, 
And curst is he that curseth thee, 1 cry." 

These words from Balaam with such accents came, 
Rais*d Balak's anger to a burning flame ; 
Like one prepar'd a duel wild to wage, 
He smote his hands together in his rage : 
They might have been into a duel hurPd, 
But for this reason — fashion guides itie world, ' 
And this most likely happen'd in an age, 
Ere fools brought duels on the fashion's stage. 
Balak upbraided Balaam then, we find, 
Of having been most foolishly unkind, 
Deceiving him in rudely speaking thus ; ^ 

In blessing those, he sent for him to curse. • ♦; 
^ Dq>art from me, says he, without delay,* 
I thought to have promoted thee this day, 
Of^pay and honour would have been no lack. 
But t3od bath kept thee from great honour back.** 

Balaam had recourse here again, we find, 
To his old plea— that he was quite confined; 
That he could not, tho' for a great reward, 
Go counter to the orders of the Lord. 

Still Balaam lingered— loath to go away, 
Without soAe'sweet pecuniary pay : 
Ere parting, he proposM to advertise 
The king of Moab, and his lords appriie. 
Of things that would be done by Israelites,. * . 
Some future day unto the Moabites. * 

Then he took up his parable, and said^ 
i>alaam, who in a silent trance was led, 
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Who in a vision Hsten'd to the word, 

And knew the secret knowledge of the Lord- 

A star shall come from Jacob (with surprise) 

A sceptre out of Israel shall rise, 

That Moab's corners shall most surely smite, 

Put Sbeth's descendants to destruction quite* 

And Edom shall be by his foes possess'd, 

And Seir shall be by enemies distress'd. 

And Israel shall be valiant (and be wise) 

And out of Jacob shall a prince arise : 

Lo ! he shall have dominion in that day. 

Shall those he finds within the city slay.*' 

On Amalek then the prophet^s eye was led, . 

And he took up his parable and said : 

'^ See Amalek long exalted o'er his foes. 

Among the nations he to grandeur rose ; 

Yet much shall be his latter end annoyed, 

He shall at length be utterly destroyed.'' 

Thenr he toward the Kenites turn'd his face, 

And said of them, ** strong is thy dwelling-place, 

JThy hs^bitation is in peace possessed, 

And lo ! thou puttest in the rock thy nest : 

And yet shall the strong Eenite waste away, *- „ 

Till Ash^Ir thee to foreign climes convey. ^^ 

Where then shall be the nation's safe retreat ? 

And who shall live when God shall this complete ?** 

Balaam *then doubtless ere he went away, 
Instructed Balak Israel to betray ; : 
How to allure them into wickedness, 
Which follow'd soon, with consequent distress. 
This we may safely for the truth receive, 
If we will what meek * Moses said, believe. 

Thus ends the work, remote from what was plann'd. 
And forthwith Balaam went to hisown land. 
Awhile from this, we bear from him again, 
That he was by the sword of Israel i slain« 
He was a seer once, favoured of the Liord, 
Be knew his voice-iHrouId speak the sacred word : 

* Numb* sod. 16. t Mnmb. xxxi. 8; 
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The love of wealth and honour found a place- — . 
And he like Judas, fell from truth and grace. 
Thus died the man, in horror and distress, 
*" Who lov'd thp wages of unrighteousness." 

THE HISTORY OF DEBORAH AND BARAK. 



The Israelites distress^ with wars and woes, 
Had been delivered from their cruel foes, 
They were again with peace and plenty blest, 
And had no less than fourscore years of rest. 
They, while enjoying an abounding store. 
Forgot their bondage and affliction sore. 
Committed evil in the Lord's pure sight — 
Forsook the fountain of celestial light. 
The Lord Almighty, their protector great, 
View'd with displeasure their revolted state, 
Sold them to Jabin, who in Hazor reign'd, 
{Je title of the king of Canaan feignM. 
We have enough recorded to convince 
That Jabin was a very potent prince, 
For he could bring (to make the nations yieltl) 
Nine hundred iron chariots, in the field ; 
A cruel scourge — poor Israel was distress'd. 
For twenty years they were by him oppressed, ^ 
No peace had they, in their once calm abodes^ 
Nor durst they travel in the common roads, 
But in by-^ays, they lonely bad to go, 
To shun the fury of the cruel foe. 
They could not in their villages abide ; 
Grim death and famine reign'd on every side. 
If they athirst went down to water draw, * 
They were subjected to the archer's la\Y. 

" 2 Peter, U. I>: 
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With comfort they could neither eat nor sleep— 
Their fi>es would not allow them arms to keep ; 
What arms they had, they were oblig'd to hide ; 
So lost was all their glory, strength and pride. 
There was not found a sword, or spes^ or shield, 
With forty thousand who could weapons wield. 
But still the Lord, amidst his judgments great 
Remembered mercy in their burdened state } 
When they were by affliction's purging fire, 
Brought to a sense of their transgressions dire^ 
And in prostration humbly cry'd to God, 
He heard their moan, and laid aside the rod. 

There dwelt in Israel, while in their distress, 
A Deborah, a well-known prophetess, 
1^ ho rose to honour and extensive fame, 
She had a husband, Lapidoth by name. 
Though she belonged unto the sex that's fair^.. 
She wisdom had, to judge the people there. 
Such was her name and reputation round. 
The people came to her for judgment sound. 
To Deborah, who her Creator fear'd. 
The Lord in Israel's deep distress appear'd. 
And by his spirit her direction gave, 
To send for Barak, who was young and braye ; : 
A prince who was to reputation grown, ^^^, -'^ 

One of the tribe of Naphtali, well knowa. 
Upon her call be freely to her came, _^ 

And she inform'd him, in the Lord's great name^/ 
'^That he must go, and draw together then, 
From two near tribes, ten thousand fighting men, 
Fron^ Naphtali and Zebulon, and lead 
Them to Mount Tabor, with the greatest speed.'' 
.This wa»indeed, an enterprise of dread. 
Therefore she to encourage Barak ssud, • 
" The Lord will cause the gen'ral of the host 
Of Jabin's army, his great pride andbo^, 
To come against thee, hard t^Kishon's stream^ 
W^ith chariots that invincible may seem, 
And num'rous host that has so mighty grown, 
And by thy band shall they be overthrowu.i'* 

16 * 
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Youog Barak view'd, as with a sage's eyes," 
The greatness of this martial enterprise, 
He thought it best to have the matron near, 
Both for his counsel, and his men, to cheisr ; 
•* I will obey, ^thou wilt go with roe, . 
If thou wilt o^ 1 can't consent," said he. 
She then repli'd, *' I'll surely with thee go : 
But pleasantly she let him frankly know 
The es:pedition might, perhaps, be found 
Not much for his own honour to redound. 
The Lord, who rules the kingdoms of the land, 
Would Sis'ra sell into a woman^s hand. 
Departing then, they both pursu'd the road 
' To Kadesh, call'd the place of his abode. 
From Napbtali, and Zeb'lun, it appears, 
He raised with speed, ten thousand volunteer:? : 
This army Barak to Mount Tabor led, 
The prophetess attended him 'tis said. 

This insurrection was, without jlel ay, 
Told to king Jabin's genVal Si^era. 
Alarm was sounded, and the host array'd — 
His chariots clatter'd with a great parade ; 
The mighty army, soon wais. brought to view, 
And forthwith to theriver Ki&hon drew. 
This soon by the brave prophetess was view'd, 
Her mind divinely guided and endud. 
The signal then she for the battle gave, 
To Barak said, " rise with thy army brave : 
The Ijord of Hosts, before whom none can stand, 
Hath Sisera deliver'd to thy hand ; 
This is the day, and is not, (added she) 
Tlie Lord gone forth to conquer them for thee ?'* 
Then Barak form'd his army in array, 
And from Mount Tabor march'd without delay ; 
He with an humble, and courageous mind, 
The battle with the great oppressor joinM : 
And.lo! the Lord, with' his Almighty hand, . 
Defeated Sis'ra^ and his powerful b9.nd. 
The elements were Stirr'd, with great- dismay, 
Against the host of Canaanites that daj^. • 
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Nine hundred well-jnanu'd chariots were as nought) 
The stars against them with great vigour fought ; 
The hearts of heroes soon began to fail-^ 
There pour'd upon them storms of rain andbaiL 
The furious winds, with their tremendous roar, 
Were such as they had never known before. 
It was a scene of deep and dire dismay — . 
The river flow'd, and swept the men away ! 

Nor did the sword that valiant Barak drew, . 
Spare small or great, for he among them flew 
Liike lightning (as his name imports, 'tis said) 
He routed them, and follow*d those that fled : 
He and Jiis men so fleetly on them ran, 
Of that great army there escap'd no man. 
But Sisera, the generat of the host^ 
Beheld his army and his glory lost ;; 
Not now relying on his chariot wheeb. 
In dire dismay leapt down to try his heels; 
He nimbly from the field of battle fled, 
To die a death a Washington would dread. 
When he with running, and with fear ivas spent. 
He i^ought a shelter in a Kenite's tent, 
Caird Heber, who to Jabin was allied. 
When Heber's wife the flying gen'ral spy'd. 
She went to meet him, with a heart all free, 
" Turn in my lord, turn in the tent," said she, 
" Be not afraid" — he all forlorn and sad, 
Was of the woman's invitation glad. 
He«ot suspecting this was all pretence, 
Went in the tent with greatest confidence ; 
And being by the day's sore toil and heat 
Extremely thirsty, he did her intreat. 
That she would in her kindness to him, first 
Give him some water to allay his thirst. 
Instead of which, she with a ready will, 
A bottle brought, and gave him milk bis filL 
When he therewith had his sore thirst allay'd, 
One more request be of the woman made, 
That she wx^iild aid him in his direful strait. 
By her tent-d<jpr he crav'd of her to wait : 
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rr any person askM if he was there, 
Thal^be was not; she plainly should declare; 
Thus taught her bow she others might beguUej 
But she by far out generall'd him iu wile. 

He now supposed the danger atl was o*er. 
To rest himself lay down upon the floor. 
Still by a semblance of great kindness led,. 
A mantle gently over him she spread* 
Long he had not in that position lain* 
Ere he forgot his weariness and pain : 
While all was still, and silence reign'^i around. 
He sunk to rest — into a sleep profound f 
Perceiving this, and resolutely bent,. 
With a long nail she softly to him went) .. 
With it upon his temple made a standi 
Then with a heavy hammer in he^hand^^ 
With such great force she smote upon the nail,' 
That she could not to gain her purpose fail. 
So far was this from a secure retreat, 
By guile and strength she finished him complete. 

When this was done, the war-like female went, 
And lookM out from the entrance of the tent ; 
With this fntention, by the door to wait, 
Till she the tidings might communicate. 
She soon perceiv'd brave Barak, on the way, 
Pursuing him, who in her mansion lay. 
The woman then advanc'd with joy to meet, 
That she the youthful conquerer might greet 5 
She askM him in, and not indeed for nought, 
Said she would lead him to the man he sought : 
He in the tent was with great pleasure led, 
For there he found his foe was lying dead^ 

Thus Jabin's great and potent army fell, 
Before ten thousand men of Israel; 
Who thenceforth their oppressive foes annoy'd, 
Went on prevailing, till they were destroy'd. 

When this most wondrous victory was gained, 
The Israelites deliverance obtain'd ; 
The noble Deborah, at a time they set, 
And valiant Barak soon together met '^ 
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« 

SaDgy in exulting and heroic lays, 

This soncr of jdyfal and triumphant praise. * 

# « # ^ ^ * 

Praise ye the Lord, the Mighty One^ qa high^. 
For his relief to Israel, in their cry ; - 
•Twas when the people freely offer'd all 
Their hearts to him, be listen'd to their call. 

Hear O ye kings, give ear with one accord 
O princes great, V\\ sing unto the Lord ; 
ril sing his praise, and marvellous things will tell, 
Of him, the Lord^ the God of Israel. 

Lord, when thy powV was out of Seir reveal'd. 
And glorious marchVas forth from Edora^s field, 
The earth and heavens trembled and ador'd. 
The clouds dropt water, and the thunder roar'd. 

The mountains melted in that awful hour, 
Before the Lord, and his eternal pow'r ; 
H'en Sinai's mountain could no longer stand. 
Before the Eiord, who made the sea and land. 

In Shamgar's time, and mourjiful latter days, 
•Unoccupi'd were Israel's highways ! 
The passenger, then with a bitter moan, 
Walk'd thro' by-ways, that were but little known. 

The Israelites most wondrously decrease. 
In villages, behold ! the people ceas'd ; 
When I appear'd, we vanquish'd all our foef, 
When I a mother in our Israel rose. 

They chose vain idols, gods of distant states. 
The painful scourge then rag'd within their gates ; 
There was not seen a war-like spear or shield, 
With forty thousand, who could weapons wield. 

My heart in depth of inmost feeling glowsj 
Toward the rulers of our land, and those 
Who willingly afforded all their aid ; 
Bless ye the Lord, and let his fear pervade. 

Lo ! let the people satiate in joys. 
That are delivered from the archer- s noise, 
Down in the places where they water drew, 
Where arrows from the cruel bowmen flew. 
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They shall rehearse, trithoneunfeign'd accord^ 
The righteoiu acts of the Almighty Lard ; 
Vouchsard to those inhabitants ifvho dwell, 
In villages that are in Israel. 

Then shall thf*- people to the gates godowo. 
The people of the king of great renown ; 
Then Israel's children thro' the gates shall go, 
All unmolested by the cruel fee- 
Awake, awake ! O Deborah; awake ; 
Rejoice indeed ! a song of triumph make : 
Arise, O Barak, thou triumphant one^ 
And lead thy captives, O Abinoam's son* 

To him who stood firm thro' the trying hoiu*, 
He gave o'er nobles of the people pow'r ; 
To me the Lord (when humbled in his sight) 
Gave the dominion o'er the men of might. 

The kings came forth and fought us in array, 
The kipgs of Canaan thought to spread dismay ; 
Thepow'r above against bold Sis'ra wrought, 
The stars against him in their courses fought. 

The river Kishon rose that awful day, 
And lo ! it swept their fighting bands away ; 
That ancient river Kishon of renown. 
My sotil ! O thou their strength hast trodden down. 

The horse hoofs then to pieces broken were. 
By means of the most dreadful prancing there J 
The furious prancings of the mighty ones, 
When mounted by the Canaanitish sons. 

Curse Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
Curse bitterly the people, was the word ; 
Because they came not (sure to them is wo,) 
To help the Lord against the mighty foe. 

But blest o'er many who exist in life. 
Shall Jael be, the Eenite Heber's wife ; 
Behold her aid most heartily she lent, 
Ble^t shall she be o'er women in the tent. 

Our foe -was thirsty, he did water crave, 
. And io ! to him, his fill of milk she gave ; 
•^t tended him according to his wish, 
•^he brought forth butter in a lordly dish,. 
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Tbfe man who fled for life from ^he defeat, ^ 
He bow'd, he fell down at a wotsan's fee* ; 
His race was rua on this terrestrial shore. 
He bow'd, he fell, to rise at all no raore« 

So let thy foes extingttish'd be, O Lord, 
As with the. breath of thy eternal word ; 
Let those who love thee with supreme delight, 
Shine as the sun with everlasting light. 
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We find by scripture, in an ancient day, 
When wise and pious judges bore the sway ; 
'Twas frequent when one ruling sage was dead, 
The Israelites were in transgression led ; 
They worshippM Baal, and the g%>ds renown'd, 
Among the impious heatheti nations rounds 
From serving of the great Jehovah ded. 
To idols that were deaf, and dumb, and dead. 
Since they the gods that were forbidden chose,- 
The Lora sold them to Midianitisb foes, 
To be chastised by them for seven years — 
Unfeeling masters, it indeed appear«. 

Tho' this was shorter than some terms before. 
It' was a scene extremely sharp and sore, 
'By which the poor afflicted Israehtes, 
J£njoy'd no more the promts d land's delights* 
They, whose renown extended far and wide, 
Must now in dens and craggy mountaios hide. 

Thus they were driven by proud Midlands band, 
Into strong holds and caverns of the land. 
Tho* they had these afflictions to endure, * 

Yet after ail they could not be secure, & 

To venture out to sow the land w*ere fain, ^ 

That they might their imbitier'd lives sustaiVk 
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When they had through afflictive struggles soi^D| 

And when the grain upon the land ^as grown, 

The Midianites, to have a copious feast, 

Amalakites, add people of the east. 

Came rushing on with such a multitude, 

They like grasshoppers numberless were view'd ; 

Completely stript the Israelites of peac«, 

Of liberty, and all the earth's increase* 

And thus did they from year to year proceed. 

Till Israel was impoverished indeed, 

And of their mis'ry in an humbling sense. 

They cryM for help unto Omnipotence. 

Before the Lord would give them ease, he sent 
A prophet who witb this plain message went, 
" Thus sdith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
I brought you up fronr Egypt here to dwell— 
Deliver'd you from Pharaoh's hand entire, 
And from all your oppressors who were dire — 
Drove them before you in a former age. 
And gave their land to you an heritage. 
Thus I upon the nations laid my rod, 
And said to you I am the Lord your God, 
Fear not the gods (was my supreme command) 
Of Amorites who once possessed the land ; 
But to your sorrow your blind wills have sway'di, 
And ye have not my gracious voice obey'd." 
By this expostulation on their state, 
Brought to a sense of their transgression great. 
And of the justness of their punishment, 
They for their gross transgressions underwent, 
That they might be more deeply bow'd before, 
And that strong hand, that is divine adore ; 
And thus the fitter for deliv'rance be. 
Which was intended by the Deity, 
In gracious goodness to be wrought by one, 
Whose name was Gideon, who was Joash's son. 

This Gideon was engag'd in threshing wheat. 
To save a little, in hard times to eat, 
To hide it from the Midianitish band, 
That had o'errun delightful Canaan's land. 
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He little thinking what would be the word, . 
To quit the flail aud take the conq'ring sword. 

. The angel of the majesty he fear*d, 
To Gideon in a human form app^ar'd, 
And said to him, in his deep humbled state, 
*' The Lord is with thee ! man of valour great." 

This salutation was in Gideon's view. 
As unexpected as both strange and new : 
** Alas, my lord, if God with Israel be, 
Why has all this befallen us, said he? 
And where are all his miracles so great, 
And ponders that our predecessors state^ 
That he did with apow'r almighty, bring 
Us from the bondage of the Egyptian king. 
We now are cast from his protecting sight. 
Behold ! by him we are forsaken quite, 
His heritage is granted for a feast. 
To Midianites and people of the east ;'* 
And canst thou with propriety this day, 
Salute roe thus, the Lord is with me, say? 

The Lord lookM on him with a strengthening eye, 
And let him know that sov'reign help was nigh : 
** Go in thy might,. said h^ 'tis my command, 
And Israel save from their oppressors hand^ 
And bear in mind that thou art surely sent, 
By him who rules in pow'r omnipotent." 
Poor Gideon could not in himself confide, 

Not knowing who cbnvers'd with hii;n, reply'd ? 

^^ Alas» my lord, say how could I succeed ? 

My family's poor in Israel indeed, 

And I the least in all the family, 

What could I do the Israelites to free ?** 

The Lord then to encourage Gideon, said, 

** I'll be with thee with mighty pow'r and dread. 

And thoushalt smite the Mldianitish host, , 

Altho' they of a multitude can boast ; 

With a^ much ease shalt smite them rear and van. 

As though they were an individual maB.'^ 

Here Gideon's mind was rais'd to higher views, 

And who it was that talk'd with him to muse ; 

17 
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To him who saw the sore aiSictions round, 
Said, "if I favour in thy sight have found, 
Vouchsafe a sign that's visible to show. 
Whereby I may without deception know, 
That 'tis the Lord indeed that talks with me; 
Depart not hence, therefore, I pray to thee, 
While I am gone in haste upon the thing. 
My humble present unto thee to bring*" 

The angel promis'd he would there remain, 
Most certainly, till he returned again. 
Then he went in and ready made that hour, 
A kid, and some uuleaven'd cakes of flour ; 
He brought them out, presented them in love, 
Before the holy angel from above. 
For he still sat, where he first to him spoke, 
Beneath the shadow of a verdant oak. 
Then Gideon did just as the angel bade, 
The flesh and cakes upon a rock he laid. 
The heav'nly angel, with a movement grand, 
Put forth the staiT that he had in his hand, 
And with its end he touch'd the sacrifice : 
A fire arose, to Gideon's great surprise, 
Consumed the whole ! a wonder great ^nd new, 
And then the angel vanish'd from his view ! 

By this was Gideon, with a witness shown. 
That 'twas an angel from the highest throne : 
" Alas, O L<M*d ! the God of sovereign grace, 
I've seen (said he) an angel face to face :" 
Which in those days was held a fatal thing, 
And which fresh trouble did upon him bring. 
The Lord was gracious, to console him near, 
Said " peace to thee, there is no cause of fear :" 
Then Gideon, in a reverential view 
Of his great mercy, who is just and true, 
To build an altar to the Lord was led. 
Which he Jt'hovah-Shalora call'd, 'tis said ; 
** The Lord of peace, or let the Lord send peace," 
'Tis thus definM — O may it never cease. 

The King, who is for ever to be fear'd, 
To Gideon had in such a way appear'd, 
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As was perceptive by the outward sense j 

This mode was taken by Omnipotence, ^ 

His servant to confirm and animate, 

In his employ, the business thatVas great,. 

Which he began, in his own time and way, 

To call him to, which was without delay. 

That night the Lord couKnanded him to go, . 

" The idol BaalV altar overthrow ; 

The grove cut down, that by the same was aear^ 

An altar to the Lord his God to rear. 

This he upon the solid rock must make, 

His ancifent father's second bullock take. 

Of seven years old, and of a well grown size, 

And offer it for a burnt sacrifice : 

And for the fire thereof to take the wood. 

Of Baal's grove — all which he understood. 

Resolv'd to yield to the divine mandate, 
His mind began to freely contemplate, 
Which way he could accomplish it complete. 
Suspecting he might opposition meet. 
Should be attempt it in the open light, 
Concluded to perform it in the night. 
Accordingly, he taking with- him ten* 
Of his own servants, who were active men,. 
He quick performed it with this little band. 
Just as the Lord had given him command. 

But what a bustle in the morn was there, 
Among the citizens, at this affair ! 
When they arose, to their surprise, they found, 
Their idol's altar scattered on the ground ; 
The groiPe cut down, long pleasant in their view, 
An altar built, that was entirely new. 
Thereon a bullock offer'd that was choice ! 
This they beheld, and rais'd their angry voice ; 
In deep displeasure made enquiry round, 
To see if the bold author could be found. 
At length, on Gideon fix it, and require 
The goodly Joash, who was Gideon's sire, 
Then to surrender his mischievous son. 
That he might die for the vile deed he'd done* 
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Joash had pow'r sufficient to preside, 
•With the performance he was satisfi'd ; 
And in defence he spoke with boldness greati 
Did with the citizens expostulate ; 
Those idol bigots who would take the lead ; 
^' Will ye, alas, said he for Baal plead f 
Will ye serve hinij and let him be your god ? 
Then you indeed are worthy of the rod ? 
You say my son must feel the fatal wound-, 
For throwing BaaFs altar to the ground : 
But be that will for Baal plead, I say, 
Let him be put to death without delay. 
If your lov'd Baal be a god indeed, 
Let him arise, and for his honour plead — 
Against the man,'speak for his own renown^ 
Who has so boldly thrown his altar down/' 
When this dispute was with his- neighbours done 
He Jerub-baal calFd i^is goodly son, 
Which is defin'd, as it appears, by some, 
" Let Baal avenge, the idol overcome." 

Though Joash, with undaunted courage tben^ 
Thus stopped the mouths of these deluded men, 
Whereby his son was from their rage releas'd,' 
The Midianites and armies from the east, 
Came on with force that made all hearts to wail^ 
And made their pitch in Jezreel's verdant vale, 
Not only as at other times before. 
To ravage all that fertile country o'er, 
But to avenge, perhaps, the inj'ry great. 
To Baal done (the heathen god) of late. 

Now, animation from Omnipotence, 
Enliven'd Gideon to great eminence ; 
The spirit of the Lord upon him came, 
That he was clothed, or cover'd with the same. 
In strength thereof, lo ! he a trumpet blew. 
The sound of which all those adjacent drew. 
Then he, sent post-haste through Manasseh's bouild;^ 
To Asher, Zebulon, and the tribes around, 
That be soon had (they flock'd so boldly then) 
A host of two and thirty thousand met). 
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But this was but a handful to th« host, 
Of which the mighty enemy could boast; 
These were indeed a terrifying throng, 
One hundred thirty, and five thousand strong. 
When Gideon view'd this potent army o'er, 
(He who had, likely, usM no sword before) 
He sought the Lord that he, by pow'r divine, 
Would grant a token, an unerring sign, 
That -this attempt was by the high command — 
That he would bring delivVance by his hand. 

The sign that Gideon's humble view embraced,- 
Was, that a fleece should on the floor be plac'd, 
The dew should be upon the fleece, and nigh. 
At the same time should alt the ground.be dry. 
To condescend, the Lord beheld it right ; 
And Gideon placM the fleece of wool at night. 
When morning came, he by inspection found, ♦ 

Completely dry was the adjacent ground ; 
The fleece was so with water fill'd, ('tis true) 
He wrung therefrom a bowl full of the dew. 

That Gideon, might well animate the band 
Of which he then as general, had command ; 
And that he might remove from evVy heart, 
Suspicion of contrivance, or of art, 
He ask'd the Lord, whose mercies never cease, - 
To grant another trial with the fleece ; 
Inverting now the order, in address, 
So that the token of the good success. 
Was that the fleece should be completely dry. 
And all the ground be dewy that was nigh. 
The Lord was pleas'd to condescend once more,- 
The fleece^ was laid as it had been before. 
Which in the morn entirely dry was found. 
While there was dew on the adjacent ground. 

Thus by a two-fold miracle made strong, 
He was resolv'd to battle give, ere long, 
To this great host, so dire to human view, 
And' for that purpose forth bis army drew 
Toward the foe ; in order good they fell, 
And then encamp'd beside the Harod welK 

17* 
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The foe upon the northern side did fill 
Th' extensive valley near to Moreh's hill. 

Though Gideon's army, in his humble sight. 
For the great combat was too feeble quite ; 
The Lord view'd them too many for their foe — 
For when they should the Midianites overthrow, 
The Israelites might of the vict'ry boast, 
Say, " by our strength we beat a mighty host.'* 
He order'd proclamation to be made, 
Throughout the camp, that all who were afraid. 
Should be discharged, and might forthwith retire 
To their abodes, if that was their desire. 
This was proclaim'd ; then did each fearful hearty 
Full twa and twenty thousand men depart. 
These left the field ; there were with Gideon then, 
A little army of ten thousand men : 
^nd yet the Lord held these too many still ; 
For now, indeed, it was the sovereign. will^ 
That Israel should be made completely freef 
Not by maa's powV, but by. the Deity. 
He then was order'd by the heavenly King, 
His soldiers to the watering place to bring. 
As Gideon pray'd for sign on sign before,, 
The Lord directed one sure token more. 
A sign whereby he might distinctly know^ 
Which of his soldiers should to battle go. 
Those who. took up the water in their hand. 
And lappM it like^a dog, should be his band ; 
But €v'ry man who kneel'd to drink that day,. 
Should be disbanded, and be sebt away. 

Now when they to the trial .thus were led, 
Nine thousand and sev'n hundred .men, 'tis said^ 
Of the ten thousand, be had under care,. 
Kneel'd on the ground to drink the water thete : 
Then Gideon had three hundred left to go. 
And fight with Israel's great and potent foe. 
And yet by these three hundred men, the Lord, 
Gave humble Gideon his unfailing word, 
He would save Israel from that army grand,. 
The Midianites deliver to ]|is band> 
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Then Grtdeon, as was the supreme behest, 
Dismissed and sent to their abodes the rest ; 
To keep so many trumpets was his plan, 
That he with one might furnish every man. 

Now Gideon had of cogent faith much need^ . 
His little band was impotent indeed : 
Yet on that night the Lord gave him command^ 
To go and fall upon the army grand, 
He had delivered them into his hand. 
" But if* said he, " to go thou art in fear, 
With Phurah first (thy servant) go with cheer ; 
That thou by hearing what they then may say^ 
Among themselves, thou may'st without delay^ 
With strengthened hands, thy men together call, 
And be encouragM on the host to fall. 

So Gideon took his servjant, ere the fight, 
Went softly down, in-covert of the night, « 

And walked with perfect safety where h^ chose^ 
Into the ranks, of his invad4ng foes ; 
Who now to Gideon, no attention payj . 
They in the wide extensive valley lay. 
Much, like grasshoppers for great multitude, 
Their camels were beyond all numbers viewM. 
While he stood there, with an attentive ear. 
Where he could well their conversation hear, 
He heard a soldier of this army greats. 
Who had been sleeping, his strangfs dream relate. 
" I dream'd a dream," he to his fellow said,> 
" And lo ! I saw a cake of bai'ley-bread. 
Which .forthwith into Midian'^ army went, , 
And rolling on it smote against a tent ; 
I was amaz'd, for with a force unknown. 
The tent was thus completely overthrown^*' 
At this his comrade, in, no puzzle seem'd, 
He soon expounded what his mate had dreamM. 
"-This barley-cake is nothing else,, said he, 
But.Gideon's sword — 'tis the divine decree, 
To give him strength, amidst our pride and boast^ 
To overthrow all Midian's mighty host/' 
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When Gideon heard the soldier's wondrous dreanii. 
With the interpretation of the theme, 
He had enough ; his heart he bow'd before 
The King of Kings, who reigns for evermore* 
He undiscover'd softly made bis way 
Back to his little band without delay, 
And said to them, " arise with courage true, 
The Lord hath given Midian's host to you." 

To thre^ small bands undaunted Gideon 4hen - 
Divided his three hundred fighting m^n : 
Consistent with the policy he plann'd. 
He put a trumpet in each warrior's hand, 
A pitcher that contained a burning lamp, 
To terrify the Midianitisb camp : 
Then chargM his men to follow him — be true, 
And each one act as they should see him do. 
• All things were now disposed in order good, 
All to observe his motion understood ; 
He forward set with just one hundred men, 
His other two bold bands advancing then, 
They took a circuit from each other wide, 
And plac'd themselves on Midian's host each side: 
When Gideon with the hundred men he chose, • 
Came near the camp of their invading foes. 
With terror that must every heart confound, 
They blew their trumpets with a piercing sound : 
As Gideon did, and as he gave command, 
They dashed the pitchers in each warrior's hand. 
The trumpets sounded from his other bands. 
They broke the pitchers that were in their bands. 
With shouting then, that greatly terrifi'd, 
** The sword of God, and sword of Gideon," cried. 

'Tis thought to be about eleven at night, 
When Midian's host receiv'd this doleful fright : 
In tents retir'd, secure, they thought, from harm, . 
When they were waken'd with this dire alarm, 
Must sure not only quite surprising be. 
But terrifying to extremity. 

The noise of many warlike trumpets sound, 
So suddenly from sev'ral quarters rouod^^ 
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And that produced by many pitcber's dasb, 

To pieces broke, with a tremendous crash ; 

The sudden flashing, and the dazzling sight. 

Of many flaming tapers in the night ; 

The warlike shoats that on a sudden came. 

In quick succession to the sound and flame, 

Must be indeed most wonderful to view, 

With terror strike, and great amazement too. 

'Twas not a slight or common policy. 

But prudence to a very great degree. 

In this commander, who the business plann'd. 

To put a trumpet in each person's hand ; 

By which the foe might justly calculate,. 

The Israelitish army very great. 

That when they heard so many trumpets sound, 

And these disposed in diff^'rent places round. 

They might suppose themselves enclosed complete. 

So that no man could from the scene retreat. 

But over all, the Lord of Hosts was head, 
And struck the army with a doleful dread : 
The shock was dtfeftit, and amidst their fean^ 
He-set them altogether by the ears ; 
They were more feeble than a flock of sheep. 
It was a scene of consternation deep! 
That rising up, they, in the night of gloom, 
Ran in distraction to escape their doom ; 
They made an outcry wonderful to view. 
And with their swords they thrust each other througfu 

With swiftest speed was this disorder spread, 
The Israelites were soon together led, 
From Asber's tribe, and Napbtali's strong race^ 
And all Manasseh, join'd the joyful chase ; 
For those who were before afraid to fight, 
Pursu'd the flying army with delight. 

Then to Mount Ephraim Gideon sent, invites 
Them to come down against the Midianites ; 
To Jordan's fcrds without delay to go, 
And at the river take the routed foe. 
The Ephraimites with pleasure lent their aid, 
And the retreating, frighted host, way-laid. 
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Oreb and Zeeb they captured with delight,. 
Two Midianitish princes, in tlieir flight ; . 
Forthwith these by the Epbraimites were slain. 
And then they follow'd the pursuit again. 

Now Gideon, with three hundred men of fame. 
Was following hard upon the chase, and came 
To Succouth, faint and weary with their toil. 
And halted there to rest a little while. 
The general to the men of Succouth said, 
" Bestow, I pray you, now some loaves of bread. 
Upon the men, commanded here by me, 
For they are faint and weary, as you see. 
A small supply will those with me recruit, 
We now are on a very close pursuit. 
That Zalmunna and Zebah.we may gain^ 
Who o'er the MidianitLsh people reign : 
They now of fifteen thousand men are head. 
And with this army have to Karkor fled." 
The princes took a most erroneous view, 
Thought these kings strong comparM with Gideon's few^ 
Their army .being fifteen thousand then, 
To Gideon's weak three hundred tired men ; 
Refus'd not only to refresh with bread, 
But in derisiorf they to Gideon said : 
'^ Are Zebah's hands, and those of Zalmunna^ 
Securely in thy potent hands we pray, ^ 

That we should thus implicitly be led, 
To heed thy call, and give thy army bread.*' 
This insult most contemptuous and bold, 
He much resented, and the princes told, 
" Lo ! when the Lord delivers to my hand, 
The kings of Midian, tho' you're proud and gran<^ 
I then will tear your flesh to great distress. 
With thorns and briars of the wilderness." 

Then marching on, with hunger much distress'd. 
To Penuel came, and made the like request. 
Here likewise to their disappointment s8|e,' * 
The answer was precisely as before. 
Whereon he told the mep of Penuel vain, 
*' When I return this way in peace.again. 
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Regardless of your arrogance and powV, 
I'll overthrow your lofty city towV." 

Quite hopeless now to find relief in need, 
He was obhged forthwith his men to lead, 
Just as they were, all weary, faint and sore, 
Toward the place, the natne of Karkor bore ; 
Where the two kings, o'er Midian bearing sway, 
With ralli'd hosts, they thought securely lay. 
He suddenly and bravely on them fell, 
And tho' a wonder very strange to tell, 
He smote the host, and gave them a defeat, 
Gain'd victory decisive and complete. 
The kings of Midian, overwhelmed with dread. 
Had swiftly from the scene of carnage fled. 
Our hero almost with the speed of wings, 
Pursu'd the flying Midianitish kings, 
And took alive the very men he sought. 
And soon returning, them loSuccouth brought. 
As he was drawing near the town apace. 
He saw and took a young man of the place. 
Made him describe the Succoutb princes then. 
Who were threescore and seventeen grand men. 
Then he triumphant in the city went. 
And for the princes in displeasure sent. 
His summons forthwith was by them obey'd, 
And they his royal prisoners surveyed. 
Of whom he told them they were not afraid, 
But lately him to daringly upbraid. 
Then Gideon took (as he had said before,) 
And gave the elders a chastisement sore ; 
The thorns and briers to their backs apply'd, 
Thus he took down the haughty ruler's pride, 
And taught the men, who seemed so bold and brave, 
How they in future should themselves behave. 
Nor did his mind unfeeling Penuel spare. 
He in his triumph made a visit there : 
As he foretold, the tow'r he overthrew, 
And the vain rulers of the city slew. 

To Zalmunna and Zebah turning then, 
Hq askM them the appearance of the men. 
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When in their tow'ring, and theirmerciless strain, 
Some time before they had at Tabor slain ? "* 

The kings reply'd, " as thou art, so were they. 
Resembling sons of one who bore the sway." 
" They were my brethren, each my mother's son, 
Regret, said he, the evil you have done. 
If you had sav'd them, 1 to you declare, 
I would reward you, your sweet lives would spare.** 
So ended these two Midian monarch's reign. 
Forthwith they were by Gideon's weapon slain. 
Thus Midian lost their pow'r and great renown. 
Their pride was sunk» their strength was broken dowiK 
The Israelites then found a blest release, 
For forty years enjoy'd the sweets of peace. 

The men of Israel now were full of sense 
Of Gideon's merit ; view'd it so immense, 
They offer'd him the government; to be 
Hereditary to his familj^. 
Which great temptation, with an humble mind, 
He candidly, and generously declin'd. 
"I'll not myself rule over you, said he, 
Nor shall my son, o'er you the ruler be ; 
But which will be for your long-lasting gain. 
The Lord, for ever, over you shall reign. 
But yet to let you all distinctly see, 
I do not slight the honour ofier'd me, 
1 will request one thing of you this day, 
Let each give me the ear-rings of his prey." 
To this request they readily agreed, 
Said, " we will give them willingly indeed." 
They spread a garment, and without dela}^ 
Each one cast in the ear-rings of his prey; 
Amounting by just weight (as we are told) . 
To seventeen hundred shekels of fine gold. 
In silver dollars, as the learned fix, 
Five thousand and six hundred sixty-six. 

Then of this gold an ephod Gideon made, 
With which his city Ophrah he array 'd. 
And nothing else, 'tis thought was his intent. 
But that it might remain a monument 
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Of the triumphant victory they gain'd, 
And the defeat the Midianites sustained. 
But sorrowful ! it prbv'd while standing there, 
To Gideon's house, and Israelites a snare. 
For after this great patriarch was dead, 
(Who liv d unto a good old age, 'tis said) 
And buried by his father Joash fam'd, 
In his own city, that was Ophrah nam'd, 
The Israelites this ephod idoUz'd, 
And their Creator slighted or despis'd ; 
Made Baai-berith foolishly their god, 
And in the paths that were forbidden trod. 

The Israelites unstable thus, and vain, 
Turn'd from the Lord, their gracious God again J 
Who them for his peculiar people chose, 
And, wrought deliv'rance from their cruel foes : 
No favour they to Gideon s fam'ly show'd. 
For all his love that had to Israel glow'd. 

They prov d their great ingratitude to God, 
Who laid upon their enemies the rod, 
In turning from his gracious law, or call, 
And serving gods that could not save at all. 
To Gideon their ingratitude was shown, 
Tlie instrument of their deliverance known : 
For lo ! his sons, who sought no honour vain^ 
By them, in depth of cruelty were slain ! 

Here let me halt, some ideas to express, j 
Whereby I from the narrative digress. 
Some things, we find, the worthy ancients did) 
That are in purer gospel days forbid. 
Amongst the warlike tribes of aVicieut days. 
When clouds obscurM the sun's meridian rays. 
In man's deprav'd, degenerated state, 
The King who is omnipotent and great, 
Who strove with man by all-sufficient grace^ 
Allowed some wars among the human race : 
Permitted men, in their raix'd gloomy state. 
Those who were their dire enemies to hate. 
But now that rule is abrogated quite, 
By the refulgence of superior light. 

18 
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** *Ye heard of the command of old," said he, 
** To love thy neighbour, hate thy enemy; 
JBut I, indeed, have a commandment new, 
Love, love your enemies, I say to you ; 
Bless those who rudely curses on you pour, 
Let those who hate, be aided from your store; 
And pray for those who imitate the brute, 
Use you despitefuUy, and persecute : 
Under my peaceful government, that ye 
May children of your Heavewly Father be. 
He makes the sun (who gracious is and wise) 
Upon the evil, and the good to rise : 
And lo ! He sends refreshing showVs of rain, 
Upon the just, the unjust and the vain. 
If you love those who only love you free, 
What sweet reward, that is divine, have ye ? 
Say, do not e'en the publicans the same," 
And sinners, who have neither truth nor fame ? 

Let aU the people on the earth attend 
To this pure doctrine from their head and friend. 
Which is indeed, conclusive, and so plain. 
To contradict it, is for ever vain. 
Bold Antichrist, in the bright gospel day, 
This peaceful doctrine would explain away : 
As vainly he, " there is no sun," may cry— 
The being of a I )eity deny. 

And so we find, beneath the antique cloud, 
1 here were plurality of wives allow'd, 
And concubines were in existence too, 
W ith some who had pure righteousness in view. 
These things, and more, must all be swept away, 

Now in the shining of a brighter day 

A day of plenteous pouring out of grace. 
When wars must cease among the human race, 
And all our thoughts, in each pursuit of life. 
Run the reverse from worldly lust and strife ; 
Sweet peace pervade, pure love for ever sway, 
That banishes impurity away. 

♦ Mat. r. 43 to 46. 
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To gospel precepts let the world attend, 
From their great rrince, and everlasting Friend. 

Our hero was to many wives inclined, 
By whom he bad just seventy sons, we find ; 
A concubine, who was but little fam'd, 
Brought him a son, whom he Abimelech nam^d* 
Though Gideon had (as has been said before) 
Refus'd to reign the land of Israel g'er ; 
Both for himself and sons was most content. 
To shun the honour of the government : 
When he was dead, this vile aspiring son, 
To Shechem, to his mother's tindred run, 
And cunningly suggested, that the men, 
His father's sons, who were threescore and ten,. 
Would all usurp the government o'er them ; 
A scheme which they would certainly condemn. 
He wish'd them then to let it well be viewM, 
Which plan would be the best to b<* pursu'd. 
That seventy men should o'er the kingdom reign,' 
Or only one should Israel's crown obtain 
He told them too, it was by them well known, 
That he indeed was of their flesh and bone. 

His mother's kindred, when they view'd the thing, 
Suppos'd, to them it would preferment bring. 
Suggested it, a secret quite profound. 
To all their friends, the men of Shechem round; 
They listen'd as with one ambitious mind. 
For the same reason with the project join'd : 
For aggrandizement this they thought a chance, 
And studied how Abimelech to advance. 
And since of gold, as it has long been said, 
'Twill answer all things, they with speed were led, 
To furnish him with sacred treasure," stor d 
Within the house of their vain god ador'd. • 
With this he hir'd to follow him, a train 
Of wretches, who were dissolute and vain. 
He of this band of ruffians was the head, 
And to his father's house at Ophrah sped : 
There he committed a transgression dire, 
He seiz'dhis brethren, sons of his kind sire, 
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Threescore and ten, though bone of bis own bone« 
He slew them all upon one dismal stone ; 
Except the youngest, Jotham, slipt away, 
And shunn'd the scene of human blood that day. 

The Shechemites now seemM to be in cheer. 
From Gideon^s house they little had to fear, 
And bolder in their direful mischief grew, 
Themselves togethec in a body drew, 
Their forces from the fortress Millo bring, 
And then proclaim Abimelech for king. 

This Jotham heard, and when 'twas known by Mm, 
He went and stood upon Mount Geriiim, 
Where he might both be seen and heard to teach. 
And yet be most completely from their reach : « 
From this high station, as he then was led. 
He caird out to the Shechemites and said, 
*^ Hear, raenof Shechem, take my speech in view. 
That so the Lord may hearken unto you." 

He then deliver'd to them thus his mind, 
Sarcastic and significant, we find* 
'^ The trees went forth to make a king, said he. 
The choice they made was the sweet olive tree, 
To which they oflTer'd the imperial crown. 
Said, reign o'er us, and get thyself renown. 
The olive tree refus'd the sweets of pow'r, 
Suspecting it might make him vain or sour ; 
Reply'd to them, shall I my fatness leave, 
A post of fame or honour to receive ? 
My richness, which both God and man can please, 
And be promoted o'er the lofty trees f 

Rejected thus, they let the fig-tree know, 
They would thereon the government bestow. 
No mind to lose its sweetness and good fruit, 
The; fig-tree also quite declin'd the suit 

On this the crown they ofier to the vine ; 
But that preferring its delicious wine, 
To pompous trouble of the government^, 
•Chose in its private quietude content. 
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TKus far the trees, with one united voice, 
Had made the richest uod the best their choice ; 
But now, since they were thrice repuls'd with pain,. 
Resolv'd at last to court a tree to reign, 
Where they were sure they would not be deny'd; 
Determin'd thus, with one consent they cry'd, 
To the tow bramble, in their anxious strain, 
•* Come thou, said they, and o'er the forest reign/' 

The bramble made no compliment at ait. 
Accepted with facility their calf; 
But wish'd that they might in good earnest be,, 
Or otherwise they might disturbance see. 
"If I, said he, o'er you be monarch ms^de, 
Then put your trust in my delightful shade ;: 
If not let from tlie bramble issue fire. 
And Lebanon's tall cedars burn entire." 

By this apt parable, the witty youth, 
Describ'd to the vile Shechemites the truth, 
How his kind fattier, in a former day, 
Refused the luring offer of the sway, 
^^ hen they, with all the Israelites were fain, 
That he and sons should in succession reign ; 
Behold, he like the olive, fig, and vine, 
Bravely dectin'd — would not to pow'r incline ; 
But now see what they foolishly had done. 
They'd plac'd the crown and government on one; 
As much below the noble Gideon viewed, 
And lawful sons, in perfect rectitude. 
As is the bramble, (neither good nor fine) 
Below the fig-tree, olive, or tho vine. 
He thus describ'd their conduct grossly lewd, . 
And laid before them their ingratitude. 

" If ye have done sincerely in this thing, 
In making vile At)imelech your king — 
And if you have (I call on you to tell) 
Now done with Gideon, and his household well^ 
As he deserv'd, and gratitude has taught ; 
For lo ! my father bravely for you fought ; 
His life adventur'd in a trying hour. 
And you deliver'd out of Midian's ppwV r 

18 * 
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His kindness great, with evil ye repay, 

You risen are against his house this day, 

And seventy persons, his lovM sons have slain. 

Save only I, by providence remain ; 

Ye now have made, and with no small parade^ 

Abimelech king, the son of his hand-maid, 

Not sure because he's virtuous, or sincere^ 

But as he is to you related near. • 

If ye have dealt sincere and true, I say, 

With Gideon and his family this day; 

Exult then in Abimelech, your choice, 

And in return, let him in you rejoice. 

If you have not, let direful judgments sting. 

Let fire come from Abimelech your king. 

And his great friends, the Shechemites devour. 

And house of Millo, in a trying hour : 

From Shechem's men, and Millo, let a fire, 

Rise and devour Abimelech entire." 

When Jotham thus had spoke his mind sincere, 
He fled for safety to a place c'all'd Beer. 
It was not long before the curse and sting. 
That he denounced upon this wicked king, 
And Shechemites (aspiring after fame) 
Broke forth indeed as a devouring flame. 
Three fleeting years Abimelech had reign'd. 
And then he was with sore afflictions pain'd ; 
An evil spirit from the Lord was sent. 
That rais'd with king and people discontent. 
They dealt with him most treacherously, 'tis said,, 
He was to rough retaliation led; 
And thus there fell upon them deep distress. 
Because of their enormous wickedness, 
Iqb bringing to a most untimely fate. 
The sons of Gideon, their deliv'rer great. 
Their blood must now be laid on him who drew, 
The slaughle(*ing sword — his harmless brethren slew | 
And on the niejEi of Shechem, by whose aid, 
JHe kill'd HA^ i>Fethren, and was monarch made, 
Which shoWs that Jotham, deeply feeling youth. 
Spoke not at fiandom, bat the words of truth. 
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The Shechemites amongst the mischief sought^ 
They secretly against Abimelech wrought ; 
Appointing some, in their malignance great, 
"Who were vain men, for him to lie in wait, 
Upon the mountains, where he sometimes went, 
To seize upon, or kill him their intent. 
Some one perhaps, informed him of this band. 
And their design ; so he escapM- their hand. 
These turn'd highwaymen— -on the mountains lay, 
And robbM all passengers that went that way. 

The Shechemites thus faiPd in what they sought,. 
They then one Gaal in their service brought, 
He came to Shechem with a warlike band. 
Who were his kindred— there they made a stand. 
The men of Shechem, now appeared more bold. 
They put in him much confidence, we're told, 
And thinking they had nothing now to dread, 
While they had Gaal, Ebed's son, for head; 
Into the fields they went, with this design, 
To gather and to press their grapes for wine ; . 
And making songs of Joy in Gaal's praise, 
They seem'd elated sev'ral fleeting days. 
When they awhile the luscious grapes had trod^ 
They went imfeo the temple of their god ; 
They bolder grew, while in their idol's care. 
They ate and drank, and curs'd Abimelech there* 

Now Gaal view'd the grandeur of his state, 
Pufl'^d with this breath — began to feel elate ;. 
He talk'd as big as if he wore a crown. 
In ostentation ran Abimelech down« 
And wish'd indeed be had imperial sway,. 
Then he'd remove Abimelech away. 
Then to the monarch Gaal turn'd his speech,. 
As if within his hearing or liis reach,. 
In depth of folly and exulting pride, 
/' Increase thy army and come forth," hf cry'd* 

Under Abimelech, Zebul bore the sway,* 
Was governor of Shechem at that day ; 
When he heard Gaal's speeches insolent^ 
In high displea&upe to Abimelech ,sent» 
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Whose royal seat was at Af umah made, 

This insurrection he before him laid, 

That Gaal aod his men had him defy*d, 

The city they against him fortify'd. 

Wherefore he gave him this advice, as right,. 

To come on with his forces in the night. 

And lie in wait, in the adjacent field, 

Where they might most completely be concealed ; 

And in the morn nhen Gaat and his band, 

Should go out of the city bold and grand. 

That they should then from their concealment rise,' 

And take the men and city by surprise. 

Abimelech thought that Zebul's plan was right, 
Game forward with his forces in the night, 
Disposed them in four companies, and lay 
ConcealM adjacent, till the light of day. 
When Gaal went out to the city gate, 
Abimelech rose from where he lay in wait;. 
He with his army then appeared in view. 
And rapidly toward the city drew. 
This soon attracted Gaal's roving eye, 
Alarm'd to see an army drawing nigh. 
He told the gov'nor (Zebul was his name) 
That from the mountains many people came; 
To Zebul this was doubtless tidings good. 
And well enough was by him understood ; 
Tet partly Gaal to amuse, was led, 
And partly to deride his folly, said, 
Thou seest the shadow of the mountains high. 
As if there was an army drawing nigh. 
This Gaal would not then regard as true. 
But looking with a more attentive view, 
ShowM Zebul that he might distinguish clear, 
That sev'ral bands of men were drawing near. 
Then Zebul thought (who Gaal did despise) 
From owning it, no danger could arise, 
He apprehending GaaKs state forlorn, 
Broke out on him, and laughing him to scorn, 
" Where's now thy mouth, that said with pompous cheer,. 
Who is Abimelech, that we him should fear f 



GIDEON AND HIS SONS. 212 

Are not these they thou treated with despite ? 
Go out I pray and boldly with them fight.'' 
Forthwith poor Gaai, just as Zebul taught, 
Led out his men, and with Abimelech fought. 
To be defeated soon was Gaal's fate, 
And chasM with fury to the city gate. 
JVIany were wounded of his fighting band, 
How many slain, we do not understand. 

Upon the morrow, from the city, more 
Who seem'd undaunted, ventured as before : 
Abimelech then .was lying there in wait. 
He and his men arose with fury great, 
They ran upon them with extreme disdain^ 
And all of these adventurers were slain. 
Toward the gate he then his forces brought, 
And all that day against the city fought : 
At length he took it with a warlike din. 
And slew the people that he found therein. 
Then in his fury, rais'd without a bound, 
Behold ! he beat the city to the ground — 
Thus punish'd those who durst from him revolt. 
And in abhorrence, sow'd the place with salt. 

Some fled into the tow V, on this defeat, 
And saw the city thus destroyed complete, 
Thought they could not be well protected there. 
To find a refuge was their anxious care. 
In this distress, they with a joint consent, 
Forthwith to an adjacent fortress went, 
Belonging to the temple of their god, 
CallM Baal-berith. In this new abode 
They hop'd to find protection by his care — 
The sequel tells us what befell them there. 
The monarch took a woodman's ax in hand, 
And told the people under his command, 
To follow him, with an attentive view, 
And act precisely as they saw him do. 
He went forthwith — they foUow'd hira with ease, 
To Zalmon's mount, where grew a grove of trees : 
He cut a bough, and on. his shoulder laid, 
The people all, attention to him paid. 
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Each cut a bough, as they by him were taught. 
Which they with speed, down to the fortress brought. 
They laid them round, and then with fury dire, 
Made thorough work, he set the holdon fire : 
All those who thus upon their god presum'd, 
A thousand men and women were consumed. 

Abimelech thus, elated with success, 
Went on, the city Thebei to distress ; 
His valiant forces round the city brought, 
And took it after he awhile bad fought. 
There was within a tower strong, tis said. 
To this th^ people, men and women fled ^ 
Made fast the door, in this alarming hour. 
And got upon the summit of the tow'r. 
This by Abimelech's wild ambition view'd, 
His own destruction he with speed pursued : 
It was to him an inauspicious hour, 
He came forthwith and fought against thetowV. . 
Hard by the door, he in his fury came, 
To set the tow'r all on a fiery fiame. 
A certain woman, from above, 'tis said, 
Cast down a piece of mill-stone on his head ; 
This quite unlook'd for, prov'd a fatal stroke, 
Abimelech's skull was by the woman broke. 
He felt the wound was mortal, and in pride. 
Forthwith unto his armour-bearer cried, 
" Pray draw thy sword, give me the fatal sting. 
That men say not, a woman slew the king." 
On this, in haste his armour-bearer drew 
His poignant sword, and thrust the monarch through. 
So ended this accurs'd usurper's reign — 
He fell amidst his wild ambitious strain ; 
And wlien he ^eas'd to bear the royal sway, 
The army was dispersed without delay. 
The IVoVd Almighty, who controls with dread, 
' His^^ckedness thus render'd on his head : 
Aveng'd their blood, who in his project vain, 
To wear the crown he had so vilely slain. 
And all the sin of Shechem's cruel band, 
God punish'd too, with his controlling hand. 
;Tbus fell completely on each wicked one, 
The curse of Jotharar Gideoo'$ youngest son* 
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From Gideon's deatfa, as andfeat records say, 
Near half a fleeting century pass d away ; 
The Israelites were in a wretched state, 
Of deep transgression, and corruption great : 
For they wrought evil in the Lord's pure sight, 
They worshipped idals with a great delight ; 
Their great protector they refus'd to hear, 
The God of Israel they would not revere. 

The Lord provokM at their corrupted state, 
Behold, his hand upon them fell with weight ; 
He sold them into the Philistines' hands. 
And to tlie roving Ammonittsh bands. 

While thus afflicted, they were humbly led. 
To cry to heaven ; unto the Lord they said, 
" Lo ! we have sinn'd, forsaken thee our God, .* 
To Baalim turn'd," and well deserve the rod. 

The Lord then took, in their afflicted state. 
Occasion with them to expostulate. 
Recounting to them, who in vice had grown, 
The great delivVance they had often known ; 
Regardless of my mercies great, said he, 
Behold, haw oft ye have forsaken me, 
And other gods ye serve and bow before, 
You sure deserve deliverance no more. 
That they inight view in this their deep distress, 
Their wretched folly, with their wickedness. 
On thus forsaking of Almighty pow'r, 
That oft sustain 'd them in the trying hour, 
And down before such senseless stocks to fall, ^ 

That could not grant them any aid at all, 
" Go cry, said he, unto the gods ye chose. 
Let them relieve you from your potent foes." 

This sharp reproof was like a piercing dart, 
The Israelites were wounded to the heart ; j^ 
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Was there with music and with dancing led. 
She was indeed his only child, 'tis said. 

But when he saw her, he to mourning went, 
To show his sorrow, he his garment rent : 
'' Said oh, my daughter ! I must let thee know. 
That thou this dav hast br<}ught me very low ; « 
Thy coming at this juncture forth to me, 
Is cause of trouble both to me and tbee ; 
Foillo ! my mouth Pve open'd to the Lord, 
And can't go back from my devoted word. 
** Well then, my father, since the Lord, said she. 
Hath taken vengeance en thy foes for thee; 
If thoti thy moutf) hast open^d to the Lord, 
Perform on me according to thy word ; 
But this one favour on me now bestow, 
Be pleas'd two months to grant me leave to go 
With my companions, to bewail more free, 
Upon the mountains, my virginity." 
The parent granted what the maid desired, 
So she upon the mountains then retir'd ; 
And as agreed, did at^e two months end. 
With cheer upon her troubled sire attend ; 
He then performed with her what he had vowM, 
" She knew no man,^' that is, he ne'e4 allowed . 
His daughter leave to marriage consummate, 
But did her then a virgin consecrate. 
Thenceforth a standing custom it became. 
That Israelis daughters who were maids of fame, 
Went yearly, just four days in evVy-year, 
To talk with, and this lonely maiden cheer. 

Jephthah has been much suHi'd in his fame^ 
And censvir'd by some persons of great name, 
For making this, which they will not allow,. 
To be less than a quite unlawful vow ; 
And censur'd more for being so beguil'd. 
As to perform the same upon his child ; 
On an opinion he was so unwise. 
He offered ker as a burnt sacrifice. 
Had he inoeed, thus to the dame have done. 
He mi^ have iiito direful evil run, 
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And have for h deservM the utmost blame. 
And sentence jast of everlasting shame : 
But hard it is (to blot the thought 'tis time) 
That he was guilty of the henious crime ; 
Or if he was, unpunished go for it, 
And unreprov'd in ancient holy writ. 
Nor can it with sound reason coincide, 
That Jephthah would have been so magnify'd. 
In after days with such peculiar stress, « 

For his ^reat faith and working righteousness^ 
With * Gideon rank'd and Barak on the score, 
With Samuel, David, and with many more. 

Let those to whom th^vow may wrong appear,, 
Take some plain things in contemplation here: 
'Tis said the Spirit of the Lord was laid 
On Jej^thaK, ere the vow by him was roade^, 
The vow was made conditional^ we see, 
As means that might engage the Peity,. 
To be with him and so with him regain, 
That o'er his foes be might a conquest gain ^. 
On this the Lord reliev'd him from his woes, 
He answer'd him and overthrew his foca. 
This sure implies — seems almost to allow, 
That Jephthah's God accepted of the vow ; 

We cant suppose that He who dwells in light> 

Would heed a vow unlawful in his sight. 
Some passages, as learned auttiors tell. 

Translators have not understood full well ; 

They would the meaning of the mysteries guess, 

And were sometimes erroneous, all confess. 

If here was one small alteration made, 

'Twould on the subject throw a diff'rent shade. 

This chaege some good translators make and view, 

That it is far the most correct and true ; 

Instead of " andf TU offer it,'* to read. 

As in the margin, much more fit indeed, 

"Or I will offer." — It is here suppos'd. 

That Jephthah when he first the vow proposed, 

• Heb. %l t Judges xi. 31. 
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A due regard unto the subject paid : 
If fit or not for a burnt-offi^riog weigb'd. 
That if what from his bouse to meett biaf came^ 
Unlawful were to sacrifice, the same 
Should then be dedicated, was bis word. 
Or consecrated to the gracious Lord ; 
But if the thing for sacrifice were fit, 
For a burnt-ofiering he would ofler it. 

According to the ancient law, we find, 
None were allow'd to sacrifice mankind ; 
And beasts and birds unclean were not allow'd, 
For sacrifices, yet they might be vow'd, 
And afterwards redeem'd, if they would pay/ 
The valuation that the priest should say ; 
If it was not the vower's choice (we're told) 
To pay the ransom, then they might be sold.* 

Whatever was the vow that Jephthah made, 
I Or obligation on himself he laid. 
That he did not thereon incur the stain, 
Of having his beloved daughter slain ; 
But only her, unto the Lord who's great. 
Did in a special manner consecrate. 
By a continual single life, that she. 
Might serve no other but the Deity, 
Has been avow'd as the opinion clear, 
Of very many learned and sincere, 
On whose sound judgment, let us now confide. 
Since fairly by the sacred text imply'd. 
Besides the crime unnatural, all despise, 
Of making her a bloody sacrifice, 
Contrary to thef law, well understood. 
And to the minds of all the wise and good $ 
Which was not made against the sin most dire, 
Of sacrificing children in the fire, 
To Moloch only, (in man's doleful fall) 
But letting them pass thro' the fire at all; 
A heathen practice in their blindness great, 
Which Israel was forbid to imitate. 

* Levit. xxyii. t Levit. jwiil 21 * 
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We here behold the humble, youthful fair, 
On hearing what was laid on her to bear, 
When she the theme so readily allow'd, ^ 

And approbated what her father vow'd, 
She ask'd not her fond parent to consent, ' .^ 

That she might her untimely death lament, 
Which would have been, most probably, if she * > 

Had been to die by the severe decree ; 
But ask'd to mourn o'er her virginity, 
That she must live, and must a virgin die : 
Which was, among the Israelitish fair, 
View'd ias reproachful, and as hard to bear. 
We note, that after she tw^ months had. spent. 
That she might her virginity lament, 
And to her father she returo'd again. 
And he had done as he had vow'd with pain. 
It follows clearly what bad taken place, 
^ She knew no man'* of all the human race ;. 
This shows that he, when he his vow obey'd,. 
A prohibition on his daughter laid, 
Throughout the course of her devoted life, 
From the sweet solace known to man and wife. 
Besides, we read, that Israel's daughters went, 
That they might yearly, this fair one lament. 
Hence, some, without necessity, are led, 
To apprehend that she indeed was dead. 
They might as well her virgin life lament, 
As she herself once to bemoan it went. 
" To talk vnth her, *^ we in the margin find—^ 
To read it so the learned' are incHn'd: 
Tis render'd*(said the learned EUwood) thus,. 
By Pagnine, atid by Arias Montanus ; 
So Junius, and Tremellius, both translate : 
By which it may be view'd with reason great>. 
She was alive long after (as allow'd) 
Her father had acco9iplishM what he vow'd. 
" To speak to her^ discourse with her,"^* indeed^ 
As most consistent with the text, they read : 
And positive is Broughton, learn'd and wise;. 
Thatlbe did not his daughter sacrifice. 

19* 
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From matrimony an injunction iaid--^ 
His daughter a perpetual virgin made. 
Treroellius — Junius, learned men and greats 
Why this was done, a candid reason state : 
The married life he would not her allow, 
Lest she whom he devoted by his vow, 
And conseerat^jd by a covenant strong, 
Should e'er to any but the Lord belong. 

And Dr. Brown, the learned and sincere, 
That Jephthah sacrific'd his daughter dear. 
Has as a quite erroneous notion hurlM 
Among the vulgar errors of the world. 
Which' he refutes, as an opinion vain. 
By scripture clear, and reason sound and plain. 

A learned author, fn past days, call'd Ness, ' 
Has also written on the theme with stress ; 
'Twas his belief, with many in his day. 
That Jephthah did not take her life away«— 
Devoted her (according to his word) 
A consecratea virgin to the Lord. 

SAMPSON. 



About the time of Jephthah's victVy great. 
Was Sampson born, as men of judgment state ; 
Who for his strength, that frequently was shown, 
Exceeded all the world has ever known. 
We find that Sampson was the last of those 
Who to renown for mighty deeds arose, 
As judges or defenders of the state, 
Rais'd up in Israel for the purpose ^reat. 
The rest were rais'd against their foes to stand 
When they w>ere greatly wanted in the land : 
But this was promised, ere the child was born 
To bring deliyVance to the land ft)rloni. 
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This SaM»psoji was Manoah's son* we trace, 
Of Zorab's town, and of the Danites race. 
Long barren was the wife Manoah cheer'dy 
The angel of the Lord to her appeared. 
Of things unlook'd for, he inform'd her one 
Of consequence — that she should bear a son ; 
Who should be, from the time he saw th^ lights 
K'en from his birth, to God, a Nazarite ; 
He would begin to make a potent stand, 
Deliver Israel from Philistiikes' hand : 
Into whose powV, the Lord some time before, 
Deliver'd them, for their transgressions sore. 
The angei further to the woman spake, 
,That she indeed, especial care should take, 
To drink no wine, from all strong drink abstain. 
From eating any thing unclean refrain. 

At this tlie woman was surpris'd indeed, 
She sought her husband with the greatest speed. 
" Th^e came," she said, " a man of God to me, 
(For so she took the angel then to be) 
His countenance was terrible, and glow'd, 
Much Kkean angel from the high abode : 
I took not leave to ask him whence he came, 
And he gave me no knowledge of his name." 
When she had thus her husband's mind prepar'd^ 
The angel's message she to him declar'd. * . . 

Manoah glad at what was to be done, . \^^ 

That he should have, beyond his hope, a son ; ^^.' 
And lie rejoic'd to hear the sacred word, 
The son should be devoted to the Ijord ; 
And that he should as a deliv'rer stand,' 
And Lrael aid from the opprt^y% hand* 
The message in unshaken faitn receiv'd, 
That it would surely come to pass believ'd. 
Tet apprehending they might be beguii'd, 
Or some way err, in bringing upihe child, 
For counsel fresh, he piously appli'd, 
And to the King omniscient he cried, 
** O Lord, be pleas'd to favour us once more, 
And send the man of God, thou sent before, 
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To teach us what shall for the child be done, 
That we may not in any error run." 

The Lord an ear to this petition lent, 
Most graciously the holy angel sent, 
Who in a field came to the worthy fair ; ' 
Without her husband, she was sitting there; 
As soon as she did hire again behold, 
She ran with speed and her companion told. 
Then ^ith his wife, advjtnc'd the pious Jew, 
To have forthwith, the Wish'd for interview. 
When he came tliere, he askM, and understood 
From the man's mouth (who was an angel good) 
That he himself was certainly the same. 
Who to his wife with a kind message came. 
" Now let thy word," Manoah said, *' prove true^.^ 
Inform us only clearly what to do ; 
How we shall order this devoted child," 
That we may not (jas Eve was) be beguil'd. 
Thy wife, said he, must well observe her fere^ 
Of all that I first to her said, beware ;- 
She must not eat what comet h of the vine. 
Let her observe to quite abstain from wine — 
From all strong drink, and things unclean in kind. 
All I commanded, let her strictly mind. 

Mqnoah had not entertain'd a thouglit. 
That tiiey were by a holy angel taiight ; 
Upon him press'd awhile with them to stay, 
Till they some food could get without delay. 
The angel then in language that was plain, 
Repli'd to him, "though tboa should/ me. detain j 
Yet I will not upon thy meat be fed, 
Nor yet partake of any of thy bread : 
If thou wilt ofier (hoping a reward) 
A sacrifice, it must be to the Lord." 
Still thinking this a man that to him came, 
Manoah ask'd him then to tell his name; 
" That when thy words arc verified said he, 
We may with joy, an honour do to thee." 
The angel would not grant him his desire. 
Said, " 'tis a secret — why dost thou inquire .^'' 
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Manoah, therdforcj this no |tort^<?^P^si?d, 
He took a kid, and a meatH>tf ^rin^ ifrei^sM : 
Upon a rock be offer'd it (with cries) 
Unto the Lord an humble sacrifice. 

The angel then intending to proceed, 
Himself discover'd, wonderful indeed ! 
For when the flame from off the altar went, 
Toward the heav'ns, he made a quick ascent ! 
He who from heaven in great kindness came, 
Then took his leave, ascended in the flame 
Unto the lucid and the blissful shore ! 
Arid he appeared to them again no more. 

That he. was from the high abode thej found, 
And fell upon their faces to the ground. 
The sight, indeed, was marvelous in their eyes. 
It gave them both a wonderful surprise. 
Manoah then made to his wife this cry, 
•' We have seen God, and we shall surely die." 

?ror in those daysj *twas thought a fatal thing, 
or human eyes to see the heavenly King.) 
But he was wisiely answer'd by his wife, 
" If God were pleas'd to take away our life. 
He would not thus have heard our humble crieSj 
Nor from our hands receiv'd a sacrifice : 
Nor would he have such gracious favours shown, 
Things that are great and marvellous made kndwn.^ 
^ la times of the Mosaic, outward law, 
When people with external vision saw, 
Wisdom divine, in coudescen^on great, 
To man's ideas, in his exterior state, 
Sometimes sent angels in a human shape, 
To teach men what to do — what to escape. 
But now that law, adapted to their view, 
Is superseded by a covenant new, 
Which is a law that we distinctlv find. 
Engraven deeply on the human mind, 
Or heart of man — an intellectual light, 
That's risen to dispel the gloom of night. 
Messiah came on earth, and pass'd away, 
And sent his spkit for the gospel -day : 
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It shines within, and leads to life and love 

The mansions of felicity above. 

The outward covenant is therefore withdrawn, 

And angels from the human view are gone : "^j 

Though Christ appeared on this terrestrial shore, 

Henceforth we know him in the flesh no more. 

Awhile from this arrivM the joyful morn, 
When in the world the promised son was born ; 
He who exceeded all mankind in fame 
For his great strength — they Sampson callM his name; 
And heavenly favour did upon him rest — 
In early life he wondVously was blest. 
The Spirit of the Lord began to move 
On him at times, his marv'lous strength to prove. 
While but a youth, he in the camp of Dan, 
Show'd his great powV, stupendous in a man. 

When Sampson grew to man's estate^ 'tis said, 
Forth to the city Timnath he was led : 
We understand this was a pop'lous 4>lacey 
That then belong'd to the Philisiin^ race* 
He saw, and greatly iVas enamour d there, 
Wiih^a young virgin, who was very fair. 
When he came home, his heart towaixl her rollM,. 
His father and his mother of her told,- 
And as he wanted happiness in life. 
He wish'd they would obtain her for his w.vfe j 
For tlio'' abroad he let a wand'ring eye," 
He would not yet so far from order fly. 
As till he could his parents leave obtain, 
To bind himself with hymen's lasting chain. 

Not understanding that the Deity, 
Hafl in his wisdom sufier'd this to be, 
Tijat he occasion might, some future liour. 
Take on their foes, who over them had powV, 
His parents ask'd him, if he could not place 
His heart on one that was of IsraePs race ; 
That he must fall into an error grand. 
And take a wife from the Philistines land. 
But-Scimpson seem'd her very much to prize. 
Because she was so pleasant in his eyes, 




SAMPSON. 22T 

«« Get h,er," said he, " for I may frankly tell, 
I like the youthful pleasing damsel well.'' 

£re long, young Sampson his kind parents drew 
To Timnath, this rhilistine maid to view ; 
And with her parents to negotiate, 
That Sampson might enjoy her for a mate. 
As he went on, with an enamourM mind, 
(His parents either forward, or behind,) 
From Timnath's vineyards, lo ! there roar'd at him 
A lion, that was resolute and grim. 
When Sampson thiis most furious creature saw, 
That oft gives man, and all the beasts his law, ^ 

The Spint of t-he Lord upon him came, 
He then engag'd the animal of fame, 
With courage fac'd the hungi'y lion's paws, 
Regardless of the terror of his jaws ; 
Altbo' he had no weapon for the fight, 
The combat was indeed unequal quite : 
Our hero who was young, and strong, and bold. 
Took, of this terror of the forest, hold; t 

The lion soon upon the ground was dead, 
He rent him like the paiiing of a thread ; 
So ended this quite unexpected fray, 
And then he join'd his parents on the way^ 
But tho' he had this signal battle won, 
He did not tell his parents what he'd done. 

, Forthwith Jlipy to the.city Timnath came. 
And he was still so taken with the dame, 
No one but her was pleasing in his eyes. 
She 9)ust indeed be his connubial prize ; 
The match was then coi^<;luded on, an^ they 
To their abode returnM without del^y. 

Ere long again, he and his parents went. 
To solemnize the marriage, their intent ; 
Right on the passage Timnath's vineyards lay, 
Where he and the bold lion had the fray ; 
He turn'd aside, his lifeless foe to view, 
And thr^' it may be soiftewhat strange, 'tis true, 
. When he arriv'd upon the battle ground, 
He in the x^arcass bees and honey found : 



M 



228 SAMPSON. 

Of which he took some in bis bands, for food. 
And went on eating honey sweet and good. 
When he o'ertookhis parents on the road, 
Some of the honey he on them bestow'd j 
But still he did not to his parents name, 
That in a carcass he procur'd the same. 

When come to Timnath, Sampson and his fair, 
United hands, to make a happy pair : 
'Twas consuismated with no small parade, 
A marriage feast for seven days he made ; 
This was, 'tis said, on surh occasions then,} 
A custom with young oriental men. 
The maid's relations, on the other hand. 
Brought thirty men, for his companions grand ; 
All sprightly youths of the Philistine race. 
That they the joyful marriage feast might grace : 
To these the bridegroom offer'd to propound 
A riddle, which if they the meaning found. 
And would indeed the same to him declare. 
Within ^he seven days of feasting there, 
Then he on them would thirty sheets bestow, 
And of apparel thirty suits also ; 
But if the riddle was beyond their reach, 
They should to him as many give of each. 
This was a sort of entertainment then, 
Said not unusual with the youthful men, 
On such occasions, pleasant in their eyes,' 
To pass the time — their talents exercise. 
To Sampson's terms the men agreed with cheer, 
Let us, said they, forthwith thy riddle hear. 
When they had thus to him declar'd their mind. 
He told his riddle, which was this, we find, 
" Out of the eater came forth meat for food, 
And from the strong came sweetness" — rich and good. 
This greatly puzzled each Philistine head. 
And soon they to anxiety were led. 
The first three days they on the subject wrought. 
And found that all they made of it was nought; 
And greatly fearing they should lose the bet. 
With shameful meanness they the bride beset, 



SAMp^o**'. 229- 

» ' « * • . ' ■ 

A|Pd did her most illibVally upbraid, 
That she and friends a trap for thera had laid ;* 
Invited them to their grand wedding, sure, 
That they might fronvthem tlielr estates allure. 
Entice thy spouse (said they to her) that he 
May tell the meaning of tiie thing to thee, 
That thou forthwith rnay tell the same to us i 
If thou dost not, we now pronounce a curse ; 
The consequence of failure will be dire, 
We'll burn thee and thy father's house with fire." 

On this the bride to weeping fell before 
Her husband, with a lamentation sore ; 
That he most surely hated her, complained, 
And lov'd her not, as he had often feigned ; 
He had put forth a riddle, and behold ! 
Had not to her the explanation told. 
" I have not told my parents this, said he, 
Must I, alas ! disclose it now to thee ?" 
This mode of reasoning would not ease the bride, 
For she continued weeping by his side, 
Each day, until the seventh of the feast — 
He could not be from telling her released ; 
She lay so sore on him, he tol<| her then, 
And she forthwith explain'd it to the men. 
They thereupon, in time to win the bet. 
Came to him just before the sun was set, 
" What is more sweet than honey ?" to him said, " \ 
" What's stronger than a Hon that we dread ?" 
By this he knew, as sure as he had life. 
They'd been inform'd by his Philistine wife. 
" Had ye not with ray heifer, plow'd, said he, 
Then ye had not found out the mystery." 
He thus by hijs Philistine wife betray'd, 
And to his guests a debtor vilely made, 
The next thing that occurred to Sampson\mind, 
Was, where he should the raiment for them find. 

And now the spirit of the Lord, on high 
Upon him came, and mightily, whereby 
His strength and courage equali'd was by none, 
He went dowa to the city Ashkelon) 
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And on them with firoazing fury flew, 
And thirty men of the Philistines slew ; 
He took the spoil, the garments that be found, 
And gave to those who did the theme expound. 
Our hero's anger hot indeed was grown, 
At the Philistines, for their rudeness shown, 
He Timnath left, forthwith, in discontent, 
And to his father's habitation went. 

Though Sampson had a just offence conceiv'4 
Against the people, who had him aggrievM; 
And notwithstanding the Philistines' strife, 
He yet retained a kindness for his wife ; 
And some time after, down to Timnath weot,, 
To visit her was his benign intent : 
To show her that he had not her forsook, 
A kid with him he for a present took. 
^ hen he to her prepar'd to go to bed. 
Her father would not suffer him ; but said, 
''I thought that thou hadst quite forsqok^tby ostate, 
Abs^ndon'd her forever to her fate ; 
I therefore her to thy companion gave, 
But let there be no trouble now, 1 crave ; 
Her younger sister fairer is than she, 
Take her for wife is my advice to thee." 

If Sampson's anger was eniam'd before, 
This was not likely coolness to restore. 
He thought (so high the provocation rose) 
Should he now injure his Philistine foes, 
In his retort, they could not for the same, 
In sober reason, lay on him the blame. 
He soon away to seek revenge was led. 
He caught three hundred foxes, it is said; 
To turn the foxes tail to tail, he plann'd, 
Between the two to fix a fiery brand : 
When this according to his scheme was done, 
He let the foxes from him swiftly run 
Into4he fields of standing crops of wheat, ** 

That the Philistines reckoned on to eat. 
Thus was their grain burnt by the sweeping flame, 
Their vineyards and their olives sJbarMth^iiaine. 
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When the Philistraes saw the dreadful spoil, 
Their grievous losses after all their toil, 
They made inquiry who the deed had done, 
And found the mischief was perform'd by one 
Nani'd Sampson, married to a Timnite fair, 
Because her father, with a rudeness rare, 
Had taken from him his dear wife, of late, 
And given her to his associate. 
On hearing this, the rude Philistines came. 
With anger raging like a b.uming flame, 
They in Philistine fury, that was dire, 
Consumed her and her father^s house with fire. 
Thus they revenged her husband on her sore, 
Who to preserve herself and sire before, 
From being burnt bylhem, who rudely sway'd, 
Had her own husband unto them betray'd. 

However just this might appear to all, 
It gave fresh cause for some of them to fall. 
For Sampson, who was not to be control'd, 
In his displeasure, the Philistines told, 
" Though this you've done, my declaration's true, 
That I ere long, will be aveng'd on you." 
Then falling on, he smote Ihem hip and thigh. 
With a great slaughter — doleful was the cry. 
By " hip and thigh,^^ some understand, (we find) 
Both horse and foot-^some others are inclined 
To take it for an old proverbial speech, 
That would the greatness of the slaughter teach. 

When Sampson thus his potent foes had slain, 
He thought he would no longer there remain, 
But went and dwelt, where he was less afraid, 
On the rock Etam, his abode he made. 
Soon the Philistines up toJudah went, 
And pitch'd their camp, in highest discontent. 
The men of Judah, ask'd them in distress. 
Why they were come up there them to oppress ? 
" To Sampson bind" (they pertly answer d thus) 
" To do to him as he hath done to us." 

The men of Judah, when they view'd the thing, 
Concluded this would mischief on them brings 
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Three thousand men forth from their tribe they sent, 
To bind the hero whs their full intent, 
To give him up to their oppressive foes, 
Whom they had not the courage to oppose. 

To Sampson these upon Mount Etam camo, 
And thus addressed the mighty man of fame : 
" Dost thou not know this is a trying day, 
Tliat the Philistines over us bear sway ? 
What then is this that thou hast to us done, 
In Causing them our country to o'errun ?" 
'* I have but done to my great foes, said he, 
As they have done in tlieir despite to me." 
** We now are come to bind thee fast, said they^ 
To give thee up to those whom we obey/' 

To use his strength, the hero was not led, 
Agaiost bis brethren ; he unto them said, 
"Swear now to me, that you will not at all, 
By your own force attempt on me to fall, 
Then to obey you, I will not refuse, 
ni let you bind me firmly, if you choose." 
They proraisM him most .sqlemuly that they, 
" Would not attempt to him abuse or slay. 
But that they were to nothing more inclin'd. 
Than just to take and him securely bind, 
And give him up, the anger to allay. 
Of their great foes, who over them had sway.** 
On which he yielding unto them, they bound 
Him with two cords, that were both new and sound, 
And forthwith brought him from the rock away, 
Unto the place where the Philistines lay. 

When they beheld him firmly bound and brought, 
Within their pow'r, con\pletely as they thought, 
Their hearts exulted with Philistine pride. 
They their great joy by shouting testifi'd. 
This Sampson heard, and soon increas'd his famej 
The spirit of the Lord upon him came 
With such great might, to their astonishment, 
Tiie cords that were upon his arms he rent 
Like burning flax ; and lo ! the well-made band's 
Were quickly loosen'd from his nervous hands ! 
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And then he found an ass's new jaw-bone, 

A weapon that bad been in war unknown, 

He caught it up — ^with vigour on them flew — 

A thousand of bis eneniies he slew. 

By this our hero satisfi'd his friends., 

And freed himself from bis, and Israel's fiends. 

This- was indeed, a most stupendous feat, 
But he was by his exercise and heat 
Overcome with thirst, that was extreme indeed. 
Where he could find no water in his need ; 
Here he unto Almighty pow'r was led, 
He cry'^d unto the gracious Lord, and said, 
" Lo ! thou hast giv'n this deliv'rance great 
To me thy servant, in his lonely state, 
And shall I die for thirst, or after all 
Into the hands of the Philistines fall ?" 
The Lord then heard, who potent is to ^ave, 
An hollow place within the jaw he clave ; 
There came out water, and forthwith he drank, 
And had fresh cause his helper great to thank. 
When he had drank of this delicious store, 
His spirit came, and he reviv'd once more. 

Bold Sampson forthwith went to Gaza down, 
A city, or a large Philistine town. 
One night he took his lodging" vvilh a fair 
Who kept a house of entertaiiJiDoui there j 
That he was come the Gazites quickly found, 
And took that time the hero to surround : 
All night for him they quietly laid wait, 
With strict attention at the city gate, 
In hopes that they (regardless of his mi^ht) 
Should rise and kill him at the morning light. 
He notice had of this, without delay, 
Yet in the bed till it was midnight lay; 
Then rising went forth to the city gate, 
Pluck'd up the posts, a most prodigious weight, 
The guards on hearing of the cracking sound, 
Made their escape, with terror from the ground; 
Doors, posts, and bars, by which all fast wei*e*raade, 
He took with speed and on «h]s shouideFS*Iaid. 
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This massy burden, he, without deldyf ;:- 

Took to a hill that toward Hebron lay". -: r. 

So he escap'd the mischief they design*^*;; . 

But trouble overtook him soon, we fijifd.v* \, 

Awhile frora this he went to Sorek's vafe,' - 

And there had cause his errors to bewail. 

For there he with Delilah fell in love, 

Who seem'd more precious than a harmless dove^ 

Soon as the lords of the Philistines grand, 

Where Sampson*s haunt was came to understand, 

They to Delilah application made, 

And let her know she siiould be richly paid, 

Could she allure her lover great, to say, 

Wherein his most prodigious vigour lay ; 

And by what means, that men could e'er devise. 

He might be bound and captur'd ^s a prize. 

They each would fhen, tha^^she at ease might live 

Eleven hundred silver shekels give : 

There being five who fiU'd the prince's seat, 

*T would be five times the mentioned sum complete. , 

The total sum would reach in dollars bright 

To fifteen hundred twenty-seven quite. 

This bait fail'di not the woman to procure, 
To spread her wiles the champion to allure. 
By the Philistines silver offer led, 
When she had Sampson by herself, she said, 
Tell me, I pray, where lies thy strength renown'd. 
With what thou might'st be, to afflict thee bound.^ 
He c^iose to baffle this officious fair, 
And not th^ ground of bis great strength declare: 
**ir!, said(ie, should be securely bound, 
With is^even green withs, that are completely sound, 
(To' o^erpowV me this must be the plan) 
I should be weak, and as another man." 

This she imparted to the noble lords. 
Who brought her seven undried withs, for cords : 
With these Delilah potent Sampson bound, 
To give hiiu up, to have the fatal wound; 
To seize on him in his defenceless state, 
::!Sfaie ID the house had mqi who lay in wait* 
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She then alarm'd hiin — call'd in haste his ndtne, 
** Thy foes be on thee, Sampson" — said the dame. 
At which he, as from a deep sleep awoke, 
And starting up, the seven withs he broke ; 
The ease with which they parted, was the same, 
As threads of tow are sever'd by a flame. 
So the Philistines yet were in dismay, 
•It was not known wherein his vigour lay. 

Delilah, disappointed of her prize, 
Told him he mock'd her, and had told her lies, 
And therefore wish'd him, with a heart more sound, 
To.tell her truly how he might be bound. 
He|told her then, (contrary to her view) 
If he was bound with ropes entirely new, 
Such as had never once been usM, he then 
Should lose his strength, and be as other men. 
She tryM what then could be perform'd with ropes, 
Bouud him therewith — of silver yet in hopes. 
He then was wakM by his enchanting fair, - ^ 
WUio told him the Philistines on him were ; ' 
He snappM the ropes (as soon as that was said) 
From of his most stupendous arms, like thread. 

Delilah then complain'd to him again, 
That he had mock'd her, by illusions vain, 
She wish'd that he, no more her heart would wound. 
But tell her truly bow he might be bound. 
Unwilling to a woman's pow'r to yield, 
And that the secret might not be reveai'd ; 
He told her, with a web to weave ('tis said) 
The seven locks that were upon his head. 
This soon was done, and she secured his hair. 
So platted with the loom pin, that was there. 
(To think it was by this informing word, 
A weaver's house, is not at all absurd) 
The woman then, his energy to try, 
" Thy foes be on thee, Sampson," was her cry* 
He thus alarm'd, awaking from his sleep. 
From where he had been lolling, took a leap. 
And went away, on this unlook'd for shock. 
The pin and web were h|in|^ng at his I^ck* 



n 



^296 SAtf^SON. 



It had,* it seems, bis practice teen to tell, 
His dear Delilah, that he lovM her well ; 
With which she did Upon him pertly play, 
And ask'd him tiow he possibly could say 
He lov'd her well — tliis was from truth a fall,. 
Because his heart was not with her at all ; 
'' For thou hast thus deluded me- said she, 
Three times, and hast not yet des-crib'd to me; 
Wherein consists thy strength that is so great, 
Altho' thou told me thou would'st it relate." 

Shepress'd him daily, with this kind of strife — 
Urg'd him till he was weary of his life, ; 

At length she forcM him to unveil his heart, 
He did to her the mystery impart. 

Completely conquer'd by the fair, he saifl, 
No razor had yet come upon his head; 
For he had been a Nazarite to God, 
From his existence in this low abode : 
To shave his hair would be the only plan, 
To make him weak, just like another man. • 

Now knew Delilah she'd her end obtain^. 
That this cadie from the conquer'd man unfeign'd. 
She .sent oi^e, who with speed a message bore 
Unto the lords, to come to her once more, '\ 

That they, might doubtless from their foe be freed, 
For she the secret h&d obtain'd indeed. 

Then hasten'd to her each Philistine lord. 
And brought with them the cash for her reward. 
By fair Delilah s fascinations deep, 
She luird bur hero on her lap to sleep. 
Then caus'd a man she had provided there, { 

To shave from him his seven locks of hair. i 

When this was done, she to afflict him try'd, j 

•' Thy foes, O Sampson, are upon thee," cry'd. i 

He thereupon out of his sleep awoke, i 

" I will go forth, (were then the words he iSpoke) , 

And shake myself, as I was us'd to do ;" 
Not knowing that the Lord from him withdrew. 
Until he felt his impote/ice and need — 
He foundj alas, his istrength was gone indeed. 
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Thus he who slew a lion bold and wild, 
And by his vigour had an army foil'd. 
Was now, for want of watchfulness and care, 
BeguiFd and ruined by a luring fair ! 
'* The women are the strongest," it was said. 
Let all the harm of bad companions dread : 
May this dire case a warning be to all — 
Liet those who stand, be guarded, lest they fall. 

This was a scene that the Philistines pleas'd, 
His strength was gone, and they upon him seiz'd : 
First to make sure of their prodigious prize. 
They put out the enfeebled Sampson's eyes ;; 
Then brought him down to Gaza, and alas ! 
They bound him in strong fetters made of brass, 
With great rejoicing then in ev'ry mind. 
Put him in prison, where they made him grin4* 

Awhile from this the rulers of the land, 
Who were the lords of the Philistines grand, 
Assembled those who liv'd remote and near, 
To have a time of rendezvous and cheer ; 
To offer, on the taking of their prize. 
To their god Dagon a great sacrifice. 
This Dagon was their common god, His said. 
Had from his navel, upwards to the head, 
The form of man, and of a fish below. 
An idol that could nothing see or know. 
To him the lords of the Philistines' land, 
Ascrib'd their foe's delivery to their hand. 
The people also to rejoice were led. 
They, fill'd with praises of their Dagon, said, 
" Our god hath now delivered to our hand, 
The great destroyer of our fertile land ; 
We now, confin'd with brazen bands'can view. 
Our potent foe, who very many slew." 

When they had thus their feast awhile enjoy'd, 
Their hearts were merry, but they were not cloy'd : 
It was indeed a great rejoicing day — 

Call Sampson out, to make us sport," said they; 
7hen he forthwith was from the prison brought, 
*^4at they might be with sweet diversion fraught ; 
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Two massy pillars he was set between, 
On which the house stood, where he might foe seen ; 
The house where they assembled with parade ; 
Here they rejoic'd, and great diversion made. 

Not only all the lords were present then, 
The house was fill'd with women and with men ; 
But it would not by any means contain, 
The multitude that would admittance gain ; 
About three thousand, men and women too, 
Had placed themselves upon the roof, to view 
To more advantage, this delicious flow 
Of sport, then made with their imprison'd foe. 

Our hero's locks, that he had lost with pain, 
Was, by this time, a little grown again : 
And as his hair had thus increas'd in length. 
Be also had augmented in his strength. 
And doubtless at their rude insulting cries, 
His indignation to a flame would rise. 
He ask'd the lad that led him by the hand. 
If he would let him by the pillars stand. 
He stood not long, against the same to rest, 
Ere he the Great Creator thus addressed : 
" O Lord my God, remember me this day, 
Be pleas'd, this once, to strengthen me, I pray, 
That I may be aveng'd, (O hear my cries) 
On the Philistines, for my precious eyes.'* 

He feeling an increase of strength, grew bold. 
And took of the two middle pillars hold. 
The main supporters of the house, or frame, 
To try his utmost strength upon the same. 
When he had got of the saidj>illars hold, 
With his right hand and with his left, we're tpld, 
Prepar'd coniplete, he then was heard to cry, 
" Let me forthwith with the Philistines die." 
And with that word, the pillars he remov'd, 
And a most doleful, wondrous scene it prov'd : 
The house fell down upon the lords, and all 
The multitude therein, both great and small. 
The number kiird, at his sad death, were mortf 
Than all he'd slain, in his whole life before. 






Thus endedf SaoipsoD, who as it appears, 
'Had judg'd the Israelites for twenty years, 
He sure began to free bis land from those. 
Who long were Israel's potent cruel foes, 
Who over them with rigour great controFd, 
Jost as the angel ere his birth foretold. 

When Sampson's brethren heai*d that he was dead, 
They came, with all bis father's house, 'tis said, 
And took the corpse, which homeward they^convey.'d^ 
And Sampson in hi& lather's tomb was laid. 
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While judges over Israel had.commaixd, 
There was a grievous £amine in the land; 
This time of want occasioa'd one of them, 
Elimelech, who dwelt in Bethlehem ; 
That he in life some better fore might iSnd, 
To take his wife Naomi, true and kind, 
Mahlon and Chilion^ sons .belov'^ indeed, 
With these be did to Moab's land proceed. 
Their good was. not by this remove increasM, 
For in that land Elimelech deceas'd. 
The sons not pleas'd to be alone in.lij(e, 
Took in that country each of them a wife ; 
Toung Chilion's spouse of Orpah bore the n ame, 
And Mahlpn's, Ruth, who rose in time to fame. 

X^n years .r^olv'd, when bitler scenes increa&'d, 
For in that region, both her sons deceas'd. 
Thus poor Naomi in that country strange. 
Met with a sad, and. most afflicting change, 
She was of husband, and of sons bereft, 
And in a state of deep affliction left ; 
A scene of grief most trying to be borne. 
Three w^ows in one family to mourn ! 
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She not contented longer there to stay, 

Where outward joys had vanished quite away, 

And understanding that the famine sore, 

For which she left her native land, was o'er. 

Set forward, from that country to withdraw, 

With her two daughters by the marriage law* 

While they were thus advancing on the road, I 

Toward the sad Naomi's old abode, ' 

She calmly thought (which brought her to a stand) 

Tho^ she was going to her native land. 

Her daughters were departing from their own, 

Bound to a region quite to them unknown. 

She counsell'd them, in love sincere and true^ 

With her that road no longer to pursue. 

But each return where they might better fare. 

To their old homes, and to their mother's care,. 

To show that it was for their, sake that she. 

Would thus be parted from their company. 

In love that to her daughters freely flow'd, 

Maternal blessings she on them besto^'d : 

** O may the Lord deal graciously with you, 

As to your husbands ye were kind and true ; 

As you have dealt with my dear sons and me, 

May your reward and consolation be. 

The Lord grant you, that ye sweet rest may find, 

Each in the dwelling of her husband kind." 

That is, may many to your heart's content 

Ofkce more enjoy a happy settlement. 

Then kissing them, as taking her adieu, 

They could no longer bear the parting view. 

But rais'd their voices with a weeping heart, 

Assur'd her they could not consent to part — 

That they with pleasure, would through ev'ry toil^ 

Be her companions to her native soil. - , ' 

N*aomi labour'd further to persuade. 
That her advice might be by them obeyM : 
At length we find, her arguments sincere, ; 

Prevail'd on Orpah her advice th hear, 
Who with a flow of briny tears, in pain, 
TooJi leave and turn'd to Moab's land agaiu* 
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But no persua^n would prevail on Rutb, 
Who lovM her mother almost as the truth ; 
No arguments could this fair damsel dr^mr,^ 
From cleaving firmly to her mother-in-law ! 
And that her mother might no more be led. 
To press the subject, she with firmness said, 
^ Entreat me not to separate from thee, 
For where thou goest, I will go most free ; 
Where thou dost rest, shall sure be my abode. 
Thy people mine, thy God shall be my God^ 
Where thou shalt end, to die shall be ray doom, 
And by thy side shall be my silent tomb : 
The Lord forbid that any thing, said she, 
- But death, should part my mother dear and me.**' 
When the sincere Naomi now perceiv'd, 
Her daughter Ruth so firmly to her cleav'd^ 
l^o walk not only in the path she trod. 
But also to adhere to Israel-s God ; 
The great supporter thro^ afflictions sore, 
She press'd the theme of turning back no more. 
The way in union was pursuM by them. 
To her old home, the long'd-for Bethlehem. 

When they came thither, where, as. it appears, 
Naomi and her spouse in former years. 
Had livM in note and fashion that was good, 
Soon her return was widely understood. 
Her neighbours came in true regard, that glow'd 
To make her welcome to her old abode. 
Naomi heard them call her name, and sigh'd, 
Which beautiful or pleasant signify^d ; 
She in the sense of her affliction led, 
^^ O call me not Naomi now, she said, 
But call me Mara — bitter, said to be. 
The Lord hath dealt most bitterl v with me." 
I went out full, with spouse and children too, 
The Lord hath brought me empty home to you; 
In deep affliction, totally undone ; 
I now have neither husband, nor a son. 

When barley-harvest first began with them, 
The sad Naomi came to Bethlehem ; 
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And Ruth, the huint>le Moabitess fair, 

Tbo' poor, when she came with iier mother there^ 

Was yet, indeed, of an industrious mood, 

And chose to work to get a livelihood : 

She asli'd Naomi, in the trying scene, 

To let her go into some field ta glean ; 

To gather ears among thescatter'd grain. 

Wherever she the favour might obtain. 

To this request Naomi gave consent *, / 

To look ^piace forthwith the damsel went ; 

Such was ner fortune in the field she came, 

Of Boaz kind, a man of wealth and fame. 

One who was in true piety sincere, 

A-kin to the deceased Elimelech near. 

There Ruth (who was from worldly grandeur weaned) 

Behind the reapers of rich Boaz glean'd. 

Long had not there been thi« most worthy dame. 

Ere Boaz to survey his workmen came ; 

He seem'd to be most seriously imprest, 

Saluted them, not with an airy jest, 

But in a pious, solemn manner led, 

" The Lord be with you," he unto them said j 

*•* The Lord bless thee,' was the reply they made ; 

May such pure love for evermore pervade. 

Ruth who was gleaning in the harvest nigh, 

Was the next object that engag'd his eye; 

** What damsel's that," he ask'd the overseer. 

That is employ'd so nimbly in the rear .'^ 

She is, said he, the Moabitish dame. 

That from that country with Naomi came.; 

She said to me, permit rue now I pray, ^ 

To glean behind the reapers here to-cfay. 

Kind Boaz then address'd to Ruth his speech, 

In terms that could not but her feelings reach : 

EncouragM her, as long as it might please 

Her, to continue in his fields to lease, 

And with his maidens to remain content, 

And go with them to ev'ry field they went; 

That. he a charge had forcibly imprest, 

Upon his servants, not to her molest. 
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P<oor Ruth, overcome with kindness so profound, 
Bow'd down herself before him to the ground, 
And coald not but roost feelingly express. 
The thankfulness she had, in her distress, 
Of bis support, civility and care, f* 

Of her who was a lonely stranger there. ' 

Bat Boaz told her that he had receiv'd, 
A full account, which he indeed beiiev'^d. 
Of her great kindness, (which must blessings draw) 
And handsome carriage to her inother*in-law ; 
How she had with affection deep and great^ 
Cleav'd to her in her low afflicted state ; 
Had left her parents and her native soil. 
And come; into a strangpr's land to toil. 
A people she'd no knowledge of before. 
And with a view to Israel's God adore ; 
He therefore solemnly besought the l.«ord. 
To recompense her with a full re^ ard. 

The work went on, and he, when meal-time came, 
Kindly invited this industrious dame, 
To come and freely with his reapers eat — 
It was a plenteous, and a pleasing treaty 
And when she forth to leasing went again, 
He told his men to let her there remain. 
That she might glean without reproof at all. 
And now and then to let some handfuls fall, 
That in her leasing she might take it free, 
That her slow business might the better be. 
Thus on her labour she was quite intent. 
With good success, until the day was spent ; 
And found she had, when she had thresh'd it out, 
An ephah of good barley, near abgM|; 
Which is, as learned commentatof^^te, 
A half a bushel and a pottle quite. ^ 

With this she hasted to her home, 'tis said, 
Naomi glad that she so well had sped. 
Had for her labour gain'd so plenteous pay, 
EnquirM of her where she had glean'd that day. 
When the man's name, Naomi understood. 
Was BoaZ| who bad been so kind and good, 
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She told her daughter, with a heart of cheer. 
That Boaz was to theoi a kinsman near. 
And wish'd the gracious blessing of the Lord, 
Might fall on him — a plentiful reward, 
He is not from his wonted kindness led, 
To those alive, and his relations dead. 

With leave of Boaz, lonely Ruth, we find. 
Kept near the maidens who were very kind ; 
Glean'd in his Qelds, and added to her store, 
Till barley-harvest and of wheat was o'er. 
Yet with her wonted and unfeign'd good will, 
Abode with her endeared mother still. 

The harvest past — this matron in a sense, 
And deeply studious how to recompense 
The tender .kindness of her daughter dear^ 
Who to her was so faithful and sincere; 
As she herself had been a faithful wife, 
Slie knew the comforts of a married life, 
Her mind on that momentous subject ran, 
She to project a harmless scheme began, 
How to engage the man of wealth and truth. 
The noble Boaz, to engage with Ruth. 
And now it was become her judgment quite, 
That she indeed belong'd to him of right. 
By that decree that from true wisdom came, 
For raising a deceased brother's name. 
She told young Ruth she sought for her repose. 
To find for her a resting place from woes, 
Told her that Boaz (as before is said) 
Was near a-kin to her connexions dead. 
And what the law, that came by one inspired, 
The prophet Mo^j^n the case required. 
Then gave her tHnvice, without delay, 
To wash herselflmron her best array; 
To go to Boaz^At*eshing floor, she plann'd^ 
Where at this instant he his barley fannM ; 
To let it truly be a secret deep. 
That she was there, till he had gone to sleep. 

Obedient Ruth, altho' the case was nice, 
Resolv'd to follow her good friend's advice ; 
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And with a truly innocent intent. 

Forthwith to Boaz's threshing floor she went, 

And plac'd herself where she unseen would be, 

And where around she could distinctly see : 

She saw that when the time of rest drew near^ 

He ate and drank ; then with a heart of cheer, 

He went and lay down by a barley heap — 

She waited still, till he was fast asleep ; > 

Then undiscover'd, softly to him came, 

And at his feet lay down the humble dame^ 

As modestly, did her instructions fit. 

As such a case would possibly admit. 

At midnight waking, Boaz was afraid. 

He found some person at his feet was laid ; 

And was no less alarm 'd at^e affair, 

When he perceiv'd it was a woman there ; 

Say, ** who art thou?" he in his terror cry'd ; 

The wakeful damsel readily reply'd : 

"rm Ruth, thy iiandmaid, spread thy wing with cheer 

O'c^rrae, forlo! thou art a kinsman near." 

Her answer plainly was to this effect. 

Take me to wife, as Moses' laws direct. 

The phrase of spreading of the skirt or wing 
O'er one, iropbrts this plain and simple thing, 
The taking in protection such a one ; 
And since a husband (if his piu-l is done) 
Must find protection for his bosom iriend, 
And her thro' life from injaries dtfend- 
'^Phe phrase therefore is nothing more or \e&% 
Than simple words a marriage to express. 

Boaz, from the account of Ruth receiv'd. 
Must needs have known, or fully have believ'd^ 
Both that her spouse was to him near a-kin,. 
And what the law requir'd of him therein. 
But since himself was pretty far in years. 
And Ruth a fair young damsel, it appears. 
He might perhaps have been somewhat afraid, 
If he to her should have the offer made. 
It might not be approv'd by her — that she^ 
An old rnan^s darling might refuse to be. 
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But DOW since she had the first motion made, 

He great respect to the proposal paid ; 

Was far from viewing of her credit less — 

Rejecting her at all for forwardness ; 

He her commended, with a cheering word, 

And wish'd for her the blessing of the Lord. 

And to her said, " thou hast more kindness shown, 

Than was to me, at the beginning, known ; 

Since thou hast not been courted by the vain, 

Nor sought the young men's company to gain.*' * 

It seems, he took it fur a kindness great, 

Unto her husband, that she had of late, 

As well as of devotion that was true, 

To the religion she was turn'd unto. 

That she would marry, w\^}i a heart of cheer, 

One who was of her husband's kindred near, 

Thus to keep up her husband's name and line. 

Obedient to the law that was divine. 

Although that kinsman was advanced in life, 

Compar'dwith her, fit for a young man's wife. 

Much rather than to gratify her eye, - .. * 

With some gay lover that was rated.high. 

He told her he would do as she desir'd^ ^ > 

His duty also, what the law required,. ..$' 

With greatest cheer, because she bore the natne, 

And reputation of a virtuous dame. 

He told her further, with a heart sincere, 
That though in fact he was a kinsman near. 
Yet there was one still nearer : add the first. 
To have the preference was but right and ju*t. 
That he next morning would that kinsman meet. 
And with him fairly on the subject treat : 
And if that person would accept his right, 
His duty do (to marry her) he might : 
If not he would himself the same fulfil : 
He therefore bid her rest till morning still. 

She lay awhile — rose ere the morning dawn. 
That undiscovered she might then be gone. 
For be and she had both a great regard, 
That their repute might from all blots be barr'd V 
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The honour also, they had in their view, 

Of the religion they profess'd, as true. 

He cautionM her to take especial care, 

To let none know a woman had been there. 

That he might to encourage her not fail, 

He bid her come and hold to him her veil ;- 

He put therein (a present no ways mean) 

Six measures full of barley, good and clean. 

Thus laden, she back to* Naomi went, 

Did the whole scene correctly represent. 

Naomi listened with attention great, 

And said, " be still my daughter now, and wait, 

Until we find how the affair will fall, 

For Boaz will not be at rest at alU 

Till he has brought the business to an end, 

He will this day unto the theme attend " 

And so indeed, as she foretold, it prov'd, 
When morning came, he on the subject mov'd — 
He went directly to the city gate. 
And there he sat down quietly to wait. 
Ere long be saw the rival kinsman pass,* 
Of whom he lately had inform'd the lass ; 
He call'd tO' him, " come sit down here I pray," 
His friend 6b^'d — sat down without delay. 
He call'd to sit down by them other men, 
Of the grave elders of the city, ten. 
When these were all by Boaz seated near, 
Where they the subject could distinctly hear, 
He gave his kinsman this to understand, 
Their friend Naomi, late from Moab's land. 
Possess^ a portion she would wish to sell. 
Which fairly to her from her husband felL 
That he gave him this notice of the theme, 
That if hechose^ he might the land redeem. 
The right of the redemption all agi*eed. 
In the first place belonged to him indeed ; 
But since there was no other but they two. 
To ransom it, he wish'd to know his view ; . 
That if his friend would not redeem the land; 
He might himself bis business understand. 
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His kinsman seem'd attracte4,by the theme, 
Exclaim'd forthwith, " I will the land redeem." 
But Boaz said, the business thus was plaunM, 
" That at the instant he redeem'd the land, 
He must therewith a partner take for life, 
The Moabitess, Ruth, must be his wife, 
To raise the name of the deceas'd, said he, 
On his inher'tance" — this is thp decree. 
On hearing this, the kinsman chang'd his note, 
This new proposal seem'd from him remote : 
" I can't redeem itj thus I may annoy^ 
In fact my own inheritance destroy — 
Do thou redeem it for thyself, said he, 
For to redeem it 1 cannot be free '* 

With pleasure, doubtless, Boax gain'd consent. 
His mind to gain her was indeed intent. 
The custom was in ancient days, we find, 
When bargainS| sales, exchanges they would bind, 
By plucking from the foot in open sight. 
The shoe of him relinquishing his right. 
The kinsman that he publicly that day, 
His right of the redemption pass'd away, 
To his friend Boaz, be put off his shoe, 
(Or *suffer'd Ruth, some think, the thing'to do) 
Then faithful Boaz to the elders said, 
And to the people Who were present led, 
*' I now have purchas'd of Naomi's hand 
Her once dear husband's and her children's land- 
Moreover, Ruth I've purchas'd for my wife. 
My bosom friend through future scenes of life — 
Let one and all to- me attention pay, 
Ye are, indeed, my witnesses this day.'* 
■ Their voices echoed then on evVy side, 
'* We to the theme are witnesses" they cry'd. 

They were not only witnesses, we find. 
But were well-wishers, with a hearty mind. 
" The Lord, said they, tnake this young spouse ofthine 
Like Rachel, and like Leah, in their line ; 

♦ Deut, XXV. 9. 
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Which two did all the house of Israel build. 
Whereby the fertile,, promised land was fiUM : 
Mayst thou be known for worthy deeds around— 
In £pbratah, and Bethlehem renown'd." 

Thus Boaz, when he was advanc'd in life, 
With joy of heart, took Ruth to be his wife ; 
Spread over her his kind [protecting wing. 
Accomplish^ too, without a priest, or ring: 
A son nam'd Obed in due time she bare — 
I^aomi took and nurs'd the child with care. 
Father was he of Jesse, long well-known, 
Grandsire of David, king on Israel's throne. 
Of whom, according to the flesh, there came 
Christ Jesus, Lord of everlasting fame ; 
Who was appointed, as indeed we find, 
To be the Saviour of the human kind. 
Whose ransom would effectual be for all. 
If they refus'd not to obey his call. 
Behold ! he deigned to come remotely through 
Pharez, who sprung from a vile interview ; 
Likewbe through Ruth, the Moabitess dame, 
That to him all — all sorts might lay a claim ; 
Who to lost man his glorious light unfurl'd — 
The Universal Saviour of the world. 



HISTORY OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA. 

In ancient days, as very well is known, 
A kingnamM -vhab sat on Israel's throne: 
The time he reignM was two and twenty years; 
As by perusing sacred writ appears. 
He did great evil in the Lord's pure sight — 
He followed Baal, with supreme delight — 
ProvokM the Lord, the God af Israel, mor^ 
Than all their kings had ever done befoiie. . 
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As if to act wa» l>ut ^ little tbit^g^ 

LiiUe Jeroboam, once in Israel king. ' 

He took, 'tis said, one Jezebel to wife, 

A woman of a mast ungodly life, 

The daughter of £thba-al, then well known, 

Zidonian king, and brought her to the throne,. 

And then he built (that he ipight rev'rence pay) 

A house for Baal in Samaria^ 

An altar he to that dumb idol rear'd, 

Poor lifeless Baal, as a god reverM. 

That he might pay devotions with parade, 

This Wicked prince a grove for idols made. 

But these dire evils gave a great offence. 

To Him, whose sway is with omnipotence. 

The seer Elijah, by the Lord was sent, 

(Elias call'd in the New Testament) 

A judgment to denounce against the land. 

The prophet came unto the monarch grand, 

*^ As lives the God of Israel, he said, 

Before whom I now stand with awful dread. 

Whom I wait on, and am his servant true, 

These ;^ears there shall be neither rain nor dew 

Upon the land'^ — that is to say three years. 

And six full months, as by the *text appears. 

When this great prophet, who was true and bold, 
His message to the wicked king had told, 
To shun the famine which the drought would bring, 
And the displeasure of the angry king. 
The word of God came to the seer again. 
With certain orders, not to there- remain. 
Bat travel eastward, and himself to hide. 
By the brook Cherith, there must he abide, 
And drink the water that was running good, 
The ravens. there would furnish-him with food. 

Elijah turn'd and took the eastern road, 
And as directed, by the brook abode. 
And lo ! he there was by the ravens fed, 
Sach morn and night they brought him flesh and bread. 

* Lvkeiv.25. James v. 17. 
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When he was thirsty, of the brook he drank, 
And could alone his great supporter thank. 

At length the brook that long had him suppli'd, 
For want of rain upon the earth, was dried. 
The word that can, in deep afflictions cheer, 
Came to the humble and dependant seer. 
•*Go to the town ^Zarephatb, and remain, ' 

I ve told a widow there thee to sustain.'' 
Comroanded thus, he traveled on with cheer, 
And when he to the city gate drew near, 
Behold, he there the lonely widow found, 
Collecting iuel that was scattered round. 
He call'd to her, <* be pieas'd to fetch I pray. 
Some water, that I may my thirst allay.*' ' 
As she was going, he to speak was fain, 
He caird oiitto the female friend again, 
Requesting her to bring a little breiid 
For him to eat--*whereon the woman said, 
'^ As sure as lives the ruling Lord, thy God, 
(Who sorely lays upon this land his rod) 
I have not now so much as one small cake 
That I could for a human being break. 
• Of meal a handful yet remains for use. 
Likewise some oil that's in a little cruse. 
Fm gathering sticks, in my distress, said she. 
That I may dress it for my son and me : 
When we have eaten this our last supply. 
My prospect is, for want of food, to die." 
To speak again the humble seer was led, 
Fear not at all, but do as thou hast said, 
But make thereof a little cake for me. 
And afterwards, make for thy son and thee. 
Thus saith the Lord, they shall not waste by usf , 
Nor meal, nor oil, that is within the cruse, 
Until the Lord^hall favour us again. 
And bless the earth with fertilizing rain^ 

The woman, though it seemM to take her all, 
Attended to the holy prophet^s call ; 

• Called Skweptfr, L^ ifr.4r. 
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Her heart was urg'd his wishes to pursue, 
Though he was not a person that she knew. 
So he consistent with the Lord's connnand^ 
Went in and with the widow made a stand. 
He and her family, in the famine sore, 
Did many days eat of this Httle store ; 
The meal held out, a plenty for their use^ 
Also the oil continued in the cruse, 
Sustaining them throughout the famine drear, 
As was foretold by this angelic seer. 

Altho' the widow and her little son, 
For deeds she to the man of God had done, 
Were sav'd alive, by providential care; 
Yet while the prophet had his dwelling there, 
Her son fell sick^ — ^his illness was so sore, 
That there was breath found in the <^hild no more. 

The mother when she found her son was dead, 
Most deeply mourned, and to Elijah said, 
•« What have I dc^e, O man of God, to thee ? 
That thou art come a terror here to me f 
To call my sin to memory this day, 
And my delight— my only son to slay ?" 

The prophet answer'd, with a serious look, 
" Give me thy son'- — him from her bosom took, 
And went aloft, and laid him on his bed, 
Wirti fervour great cry'd to the Lord and said, 
^ O Lord, hast thou thy, hand for evil turn'd 
Upon the widow' 'where I have sojourn'd ? 
And her into this deep affliction run, 
By stripping her of her beloved son ?" 
To stretch himself upon the child was led. 
Three times, and crying to the Lord, he said, 
•* O Lord my God, to thee I humbly pray, 
Let this child's soul return to him to-day." 
Most graciously the Lord was pleas'd to heaf , 
His servant's voice, the humble, fervent seer. 
Then he who rules and over all must reign^ 
CausM that child^s soul to come to him again. 

As soon as this great miracle was wrought^ 
Elijah took the living child, and brought 
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Hkoi fron the chamber, bis retir'd abode, 
And him upoa the mourning fair bestow 'd : 
•* Thy child is living,'' said the prophet fam'di 
At which the mother joyfully exciaim'd, 
** By this I know thou art a man of God, 
(Who hast the path of ancient wisdom trod) 
And that the word of Him, the sov'reignXord, 
Put in thy mouth, doth with the truth accord.** 

When the appointed time was near at hand« 
The end of this great famine on the land, 
The word of Him, by whom the seer was led^ 
Came to him, in his humble state, and said, 
" To Ahab go, and show thyself again, 
I'll then supply the thirsty earth with rain.'' 
Elijah with a most obedient mind, 
Went on his journey, Israel's king to find. 
Appris'd of this, the king, without delay, 
Went forth to meet Elijah on the way. 
With this rough greeting fell upon the seer, 
^' Ah! is the man that troubled Israel heref 
The prophet, who had no smooth tales to tell, 
Said, " no, I have not troubled Israel, 
Thou, and thy fathers have perplexM the land, 
For ye have not regarded God's command, 
But Baalim serv'd, (dumb idols made your choice) 
Now therefore pay attention to my voice, 
That it may be who troubles Israel known, 
I, or the king who sits upon the throne. 
Send forth to all the people in the land. 
To meet me at Mount Carmel, give commajid. 
All Baal's prophets mpst assemble then, 
Which are four hundred and quite fifty men- 
Four hundred also, of the groves, who feed 
At JazebePs own table, well agreed." 

The king then summon'd Israel, with care, 
And all the prophets of the idol there : 
A multitude .linto Mount Carmel sped, 
And when arriv'd, Elijah to them said, 
^* How long will ye a dispositioa find, 
To halt between two sentiments of mind.^ 

22 
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If, on flie trial, it shall plaio appear, 

The Lord is God, then follow hun with fear ; 

If Baal be the only god that's true, 

li«t him be serv'd and reverenc'd by you." 

Tho' some might almost think the seer absurd. 

The doubting people answer'd not a word. 

Then said Elijah, '^ I, «'en I alone, 
Remain a prophet of the Lord, tbat^s Irnown; 
But Baal's propliets in the land i^^ouud, 
Four hundred and full fifty men are found. 
(And pix>phets of the groves four hundred men, 
These might perhaps have not arriv'd there then,) 
For the deciding of the long debate, 
I^t all aitend to what I now shall state. 
Let there, said he, be two ycmng bullocks fotind. 
Let them choose one, when they are on the ground ; 
Which cut to pieces, lay it then on wood. 
Put no fire under—- this is understood, 
And I will then the other one prepare. 
Lay it on wood, and let no fire be there. 

iTo Baal's prophets turning) then, said he, 
Jpon the name of all your gods cajl ye ; 
And I upon the Lord's great name will call, 
In open view, and hearing of yt)u all : 
And lo ! the God that answereth by fire. 
Let him be God^'*^and him be serv'd entire. 

This proposition was so well apply'd, 
'' It is well spoken ail the people cryxl." 
** Come now, to Baal's prophets, said the seer, 
Your number's great, commence the work with cheery 
One of the bullocks for yourselves chooseye, 
(The other one will then remain for,me) ^ • 

Let it be dress'd, but use no fire at all, , 
Then on your gods in supplication call." 

The prophets, by this open challenge led, 
^hen drebs'd their bullock, as Elijah said ; 
And with great fervour, call'd on Baal's name-^ 
From morn till noon their labour was the same ; 
" O Baal, hear -us !" ««gerly they pray'd — 
There was no voice ■nfor any answer made ; 
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They nimbly then, in a desponding strain, 
Licao'd on and round the altar, in their pain. 

When Baal's prophets till mid-day had toil'di 
And found themselves, to their confusioni foilMy 
Elijah then, not in a spirit vain, " 
But with true zeal, and in a holy strain — 
Against their wiH idolatry sincere, 
And their dumb idol openly to jeer. 
And to expose these prophets to the crowd, 
He mock'd them boldly, bid them " cry aloud, 
Baal's a god, this is by all agreed. 
He may be talking, therefore cannot heed-«»' 
Or on pursuit, an enemy to find — 
Or on a journey that he cannot mind : 
Or otherwise, he may be fast asleep, 
And his repose, since his fatigue so deep/ 
That he, by calling earnestly indeed. 
Must be awaken'd, so that he can heed," 

Convinc'd or not that he derision made. 
They with unceasing clamour cry'd andpray'd. 
And when they found their crying nought avaird, 
That all their ardor and exertion fail'd, 
They cut themselves, in their excessive strains, 
Until the blood flow'd freely from their veins. 
The heathen thus express'd their sorrow great, 
Which* God forbade the Jews to imitate. 

They thus went on, with grief confused, ^nd sad, 
And prophesied till they were almost mad $ 
Extreme from mid-day was their anxious cries, 
Until the time of evening sacrifice : 
There was no voice nor answer to their call, 
Nor any one that heeded them at allv 

The prophet call'd the great assembly near, ' 
They paid attention to his word, with cheer. 
Then was, at this most holy prophets' word, 
Repaired the broken altar of the Lord. 
He then proceeded, and procurM twelve stones, 
The number of the tribes of Jacob's sons : 

* 

* Levit. xix. 28. Deat. xiv. 1. 
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He, unto whom flie word of God once came, 
That said, henceforth shall Israel be thy name. 
With these twelve stones be there an altar reared; 
In that great name the holy ancients fear'd ; 
And round the altar a fair trench he made^ 
The wood thereon, he in good order laid. 
The bullock then was into pieces cut, 
And round about upon the wood was put. 
He then had water pour'd before their eyes, 
Four barrels full upon the sacrifice ; 
A second time, and third did this repeat, 
It ran and wet the. altar o'er complete. 
Twelve barrels made the water so abound, 
It fiird the trench that they bad dug around. 
The puroose, doubtless, of the water here. 
Was to display the* miracle more clear ; 
From all deception evidently free, 
When ev'ry person in the host should see 
The fire break forth, and in the water flame. 
Contrary to the nature of the same. 

All things prepar'd complete before their eye$, 
About the time of evening sacrifice. 
To draw more near Elijah then was led, 
Address'd himself in prayV to God, and said, 
*' O Lord, the God (who dost in glory dwell) 
Of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel; 
Let it this 4fiy, by all, be fully known, 
That thou art God, who ri^igns upon the throue-T- 
That I, thy lonely servant, in the land, 
Have done these things at thy divine command. 
Hear me, O Lord, from thy supreme abode. 
And let the people know that thou art God p 
And that the heart of ev'ry one may be, 
Turh'd from their idols to delight in thee." 

No sooner had this man of God above, 
In strength of faith, in fervency and love, 
His supplication ofier'd to the Lord, 
But wonderful ! at the efiecting word, 
The fire from heav'n, that caus'd a great surprise, 
Fell and consum'd the wood and sacrifice ; 
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AtTsorb'd the water in the trench around, 
The very stones could not again be found. 
At sight thereof the great assembly near, 
Fell on th^ir faces in most awful fear ; • 
Adored the king, who is Jehovah nam'd, 
And in a true acknowledgement exclaim'd, 
« The Lord is God/' (revere him Jacob's seed) 
" The Lord is God of majesty indeed.'' 

Elijah had a watchful eyei we find, 
O'er these false prophets, now to flight inclined j 
He thought it best to use the very hour, 
While in his hands he had the royal pow'r, 
The people of the promised land to ease 
Of such a band of wicked cheats as these. 
He calPd the people to attention lend, 
And Baal's prophets then to apprehend ; 
Let there, said be, escape from you not one. • 
This soon was by the ready peoj>le done;^ 
To Kishon's brook he took the wicked train, 
And there Elijah caus'd them to be slain. 
• This execution, tho' it now may seem. 
An action of severity extreme 4 
Was yet pursuant to the *law of God, 
That laid upon idolaters the rod ; 
Adapted to that legal dispensation ; 
It also had a typical relation, 
In ppinting out how all the evil train ♦ 
Of the soul's foes should inwardly be slain. >; 

The king was then instructed by the seer, 
" Rise up, said he, and eat and drink with cheer : 
Do not in view of future want abstain, 
For there's a sound of an abundant rain." 

While Ahab sought, at his repast, content, * 
Elijah to the top of Carmel went ; 
Awhile he humbly sat upon the ground. 
Alone in stillness, awful and profound. ■'\. 

Then bid his servant, Who to him was true; '• 
Toward the sea to take a steady view. 

• Deuf . chap, lili* 
22* 
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The servant went, and lookM awhile, with care^ 

Returning, answer'd, *' he saw nothing there." 

Seven times the seer to bid him go was led y 

He went, and at the seventh time he said, 

*' Behold, a cloud ariseth from the sea, 

Like a man's hand it now appears to be/' 

The prophet bid him go without delay, 

Direct to Ahab— -to the monarch say, 

" Prepare thy chariot, now the time to gain, 

That thou be not prevented by the rain." 

The iiing perceivM the sun obscured that shone, 

The heavens dark, with gloomy clouds were grown^ 

Rode in his chariot to Jezreel with speed ; 

And lo ! the rain was very great indeed. 

The Lord's strong hand, his all-enliv'ning pow'r, 

Upon Elijah was so great that hour. 

He girded up his garment, thereby freed 

Himself from being hinder'd in his speed, 

And ran before the chariot on the way. 

Unto the entrance of Jezreel that day. 

The king related to his wife, the queen. 
The wondrous things that he had lately seen. 
And that Elijah he could not restrain. 
Had all the prophets overpower'd and slain. 

The queen's displeasure then was very grea^ 
JkX the dread news— at Baal's prophets fate. 
Her indign^tioB rose against the sage ; 
She sent to him this message in her rage : 
'* So let the gods (I honour and adore) 
In their resentment do to me, and more, 
if I make not. thy life for theirs to pay, 
Before to-morrow, by this time of day." 
Elijah knew, by what belong had seen. 
The dire, vindictive nature of the queen j 
The great influence she had with the king, 
Her projects to reality to bring ; 
And H&Vhfig done, in his great, master's name, 
The work for which he to the monarch came*— 
He thought it best to take a prudent care^ 
And for the safety of himselt prepare. 
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He took this threat, from one of Zion's foes» 
A providential warning, and arose. 
Went for his life, and came without delay^ 
Unto a city, then call'd Beersheba : 
A ^ace within the bounds of Judah's land. 
And where icing Ahab never had commaiid. 
There left bis servant, and in spirit mild. 
Went one day's journey in the lonely wild. 
He sat down there, with deep affliction weigh'd ; 
A juniper afforded him a shade. 
He then to heaven rais'd his fervent cry. 
Requested humbly that he there might die. 
'^ It is enough now, O said he, my Lord, 
To take my life be pleas'd to give the word^ • 
For I'm not better than my fathers were,'* 
That I should longer breathe the vital ain 
While thus beneath the juniper he lay, 
His spirit sunk, almost to deep dismay ; 
His miiid oppress'd with trials great and deep— 
His body wearied, there he fell asleep. 
An angel found him in his lone retreat, 
TouchM him and said, Elijah, rise and eat. 
He then awoke, had reason to admire. 
He saw a cake bak'd on the coals of fire ; 
And at his head stood water in a cruse, 
In his affliction, all prepared for use. 
He ate and drank of this miraculous store. 
And laid him down upon the ground once more. 
Ere long the angel did his call repeat. 
Touched him again, and said, " arise and eat. 
Because the journey is so great, therefore, 
'Tis needful for thee to partake of more." 
, So he arose, and ate and drank agaki-^ 
Did not partake of this supply in vain ; 
He in the strength of that repast was led. 
Full forty days, and forty nights. His said. 
Until he came where Moses meekly trod, 
To far-fam'd Horeb, call'd the Mount of God. 
> At Horeb he, for want of better fare, 
Enter'd a cave, and took his lodging there* 
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And Id ! there came to biiii the awfid word 
Of Him who is the over-ruliog Lord : 
" What dost tboa here Elijah r to Um said-*- 
To make this answer be was humbly led. 
" I have imbibM a very jealous love 
To the Lord God of Hosts, who reigns Aovt. 
^he Israelites have widely gone astray-* 
Have tum'd from thy sure covenant away- 
Thrown down thine altars, and erected new— - 
Forsook thy worship that is pure and true-— 
Thy humble prophets with the sword have slain, 
And only I, a lonely one, remain — 
A prophet who would thy commands obey i 
And lo ! they seek to take my life away.'* 
The Lord then to Elgah gave command, 
^* Go forth, before me on the mountain stand.'* 
This he obey'd-*-the Lord passed by and sent 
A mighty whirlwind that the mountains rent : 
The pond'rout rocks, like dust to pieces flew ; 
The Lord appeared n6t in the wind that blew. 
An earthquake followed, with its awful sound — 
The Lord was not in this great earthquake foundl 
And after this there was a fiery flame, 
But lo ! the Lord appear'd^not in the same. 
These awful emblems bow'd his heart with fear; 
Serv'd for instruction to the humble seer, 
To show that God is able, with his woes, 
By his strong pow'r to overturn his foes, v 

If thus to act had been the sov'reign choice. 
After the fire there was a still small voice ; 
The seer then rising from his lonely place. 
He took his mantle, and enwrapt his face, 
And standing' «t the entrance of the cave, 
An awful and a df ep attention gave. 
He heard a voice distinct, though still and small, 
« What dost thou here Elijah?" said the call. 
" Lo ! I have very jealous been, said he, 
For the Lord, God of Hosts ; the Deity. 
Since Israel will not in the truth abide, 
They have thy glorious covenant denied ; 
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Thrown down thine altars, and thy prophets slain ; 

I, even, I, a lonely one remain. 

They, in their blindness, cruelty and strife, 

Are seeking me, to take away my life." 

The Lord then gave direction to the seer, 

That he hb course must for Damascus steer; 

When thou com'st thither, do what I appoint, 

'Hazael king o'er Syria anoint. 

And Jehu also, to the kingdom bring, ^ ,. 

Anoint him over Israel for king. 

And young Elisha, who's of Shaphat^s race. 

Anoint for prophet, to supply thy f^ace. 

Though 'tis thy view that thou art quite alone^ 

Seven thousand are io Israel unknowi^ 

Whose knees have never yet to Baal bow'd ; 

Whose mouths have never kiss'd him with the crowd. 

Elijah then proceeded, homeward bound, 
And on his way the young Elisha found, 
Whei^e be to plowing in the field was gone, 
His plough was by twelve yoke of oxen drawn : 
And as Elijah near Elisha pass'd, 
Behold ! his mantle he upon him cast. 

Elisha then (to whom was clearly shown 
The meaning of the mantle on him thrown) 
To quit his work immediately was led ; 
He forward ran, and to Elijah said, 
Permit me now to. kiss my parents dear. 
Take leave of my relations who are near. 
So he return'd on this short interview ; , 
A yoke of his own working oxen slew 5 
He boil'd their flesh, and then bestow'd the meat 
Upon the people of the place to eat ; 
ThenfoUow'd and overtook the seer of fame, 
Elijah's faithful servant he became. 

While Ahab over Israel bore the sway, 
He saw a vineyard that in Jezreel lay. 
Hard by the monarch's royal palace there-tr*- 
To be the owner was his anxious care. 
•He spoke to Naboth, a good Jezreelite, 
Who held the vineyard as bis proper rights 
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" Thy vhseyard for a garden I will buyi 
Because it is unto my pa] ace nigh; 
I'll give for it a better one this day, 
Or, if thy choice, the money I will payJ 

This proposition might not seem unfair. 
Had it not been for circumstances there. 
The law divine had suth a sale debarr'd, 
Which this vile king would not at all regard. 
But Naboth had a conscientious mind ; 
To break the law of Moses not inclin'd ; 
That which forbade the Israelites to sell 
The lands to them that in rich Canaan/ell. 
He, after some reflection on the thing, 
Retum'd this answer to the anxious king : 
** The Lord forbid that I should give, said he, 
My father's fair inheritance to thee." 
4 The king then to his royal palace went, 
D^ected deeply, andtn discontent; 
Since Nabotb's choice was not to sell, when press d* 
The heritage his fathers long possess'd. 
He in a stupid, sullen fit was led, 
Reclin'd himself upon the royal bed— 
From all the princes turned his face away — 
Would neither eat, nor yet attention pay« 
This soon was known by Jezebel, bis wife. 
The curse and ruin of this monarches life. 
She came and ask'd him, in his sad retreat, 
Wbat ail'd him, that he would not move or eat f 
He then related to her all that pass'd 
With him and Naboth, from the first to last. 
The wicked woman, in her boundless pride, 
Exclaim'd, " dost thou o'eif* Israel's realm presided 
To be a monarch is a shameful thing, • 
Without the sense, and majesty of king. 
To take away his gloominess and pain, 
And make him cheerful, fit to rule again. 
She gave him counsel to arise and eat-^ 
To let his heart be iperry, in his seat : 
Assuring him, if he would her obey. 
That she to him the vineyard would convey. 
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Then writiBg letters in the monarch's name, 
She with the royal signH seat'd the same. 
These to the elders aind the nobles sent, 
By some who post-haste with the orders went 
Lnto the city where good Naboth dwelt : 
For whom, almost, a hunian heart would melt. 
Her order was, '^ proclaim a fast, and then 
Set Naboth up, on high, among the men : 
Liet two appear, w^ho sons of Belial are, 
Let them agsdnst him testimony bear, 
That he was guilty of a wicked thing, 
That he biasphem'd the holy God and king.^ 
Here we this woman may with wonder view, 
The devil's servant — ^to her master true : 
An idol server, from a pagan^s land. 
Could make the law, the firm divine command. 
That ^all blasphemers should be stouM and die, 
A hypocritical pretence, whereby 
Good Naboth must be to the trial led, 
And have his blood, in innocency ifthed ! 
No wonder men, if after times, could tell, 
Proverbially, of wicked Jezebel. 

On the receipt of these directions there, 
It was the elders, and the nobles care, 
i Forthwith to act pursuant to the same. 

Which they supposM straight from the monarch came, 

So they, as order'd by the woman nam'd, 

A fast among the Jezreelites proclaimed; 

Which was, 'tis said, the usual method there, 

For the judicial trials to prepare. 

But this was one lor mischief and distress : 

•' A ffsistto smite with fists of wickedness." 

So they took Naboth, as the woman taught, 

And he, forthwith, was to the trial brought : 

They set him high, as order'd by the queen. 

That he might be by all the people seen. 

Then came two men of BeliaPs wicked race. 

And brazen, sat where they could view his face : 
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AccusM bim of a dreadful wicked thing, 

*' That he blaspbeniM the' holy God, and king^ 

Poor Naboth then was from the city led, 

Iq innocence, and ston'd till he was dead. 

When Jezebel heard Naboth was no more. 
To rouse the king from his affliction sore, 
She said, " arise, possess thy great delight. 
Old Naboth's vineyard, the vain Jezreelite, 
Which he, most vainly has refus'd to sell, 
He now is dead, and all is ending well." 
King Ahab then, who wore the royal crown^ 
To Naboth's vineyard went directly down, 
To take possession of the same, on sight, 
For Naboth's treason now the monarch's right. 
While he was there, surveying of the same. 
The word divine unto Elijah came, 
(Who boldly had return'd from his retreat) 
Said, " rise, go forth, the kii^ of Israel meet ; 
To Naboth's vineyard he is now gone down. 
To seize the same, as fallen to the crown : 
And thou shalt boldly tell him all my word, . 
To him, though monarch, say, thus saith the Lord, 
Ah ! hast thou kilHdrAud took possession too } 
Therefore what God ta thee hath spoken view ; 
Where dogs upon the blood of Naboth fed, 
Shall they lick thy blood, even thine, when dead.'' 

When this true prophet, who was plain and bold. 
Had thus much of his awful message told, 
Ahab began to interrupt him, said, 
*' Hast thou found me, O enemy" I dread ? 
He then surveyed the prophet with a sneer ; 
*^ Yes, I have found thee," said th' inspired seer, 
" For thou hast sold thyself, to take delight, 
In working evil in the Lord's pure sight," 
Then to go on^th the decree was led, 
He, in the name of the Almighty said; 
'* Behold, great evil I will bring on thee, 
I'll take away all thy posterity — 
I'll make thy house, ere I with thee have done,> 
Like Jeroboam*s, who was Nebat's son ; 
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Like Baasha^s Ioq, who fill'3 tlie roya! seat, 

•([These faoi'Iies botU had been destroy 'd complete) 

For thy ofiencesi early, and of late. 

Which have provok'd me unto anger great; 

Thyself in ^breaking my mpst holy law. 

And striNJng Israel into sin to draw : 

Him that of -Ahab di^eth in the street, 

Or in the city,, k> ! tlie dog« shall eat ; 

And him that dieth in the field that day, 

Shall there be ^aten by the birds of prey." 

There is no cause for any wonder here, 
Why God denpunc'd a sentence so severe. 
Like Abab there was none in sin so bold, 
Wbo to work wickedness himself had sold : 
His predecessors be outstript in sin, 
And Jezebel encouraged him therein : 
Therefore she also had her doom to take, 
Of her tbe Lord j in dreadful judgment spake : 
" By Jezreel's wall (as history long shall tell) 
The dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel.'' 

Bad as was Ahab, yet he could not hear 
This sentence passed upon him, by the seer^ 
Without a stroke, much like a piercing dart; 
He show'd the signs of penitence of heart ; 
He rent his clothes, and put on grief's array ; 
He fasted too, and down in sackcloth lay : 
Wbeo he arose, he softly went in grief, 
Like one in mourning, hopeless of relief. 

Nor was king Ahab's penitential cry, 
Rejected wholly, by the Lord on high ; 
To notice it he graciously was led; 
And to Elijah, his true protect, said, 
''Dost thou see Ahab, lu Mb heart contrite f 
Because he is so humble in my Mghi, 
In his ovTa days I'll not the ,evH bring; 
I'U grant a respite unto Israels king i 
tn his son's dnys, who fain would fill his ptae6, 
I'll bring the evil 6n his sinful race.'' 
Thus, as the moiiirch for a little time,. 
Was Woriftfy bow'd, before Peking sublime; 
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So he some respite, alse, had t>f God, 
A little while he laid aside the rod. 

It may not here at all unlikely be, 
This show of deep, unfeign'd humility, 
Might as inducement be to vainly bring . 
Jehoshaphatf then Judah's pious king, 
Into a league with Ahab, for we find, 
Soon after this affinity they join'd ; 
He took the monarch, Ahab's daughter fair, 
For his own son, who to the crown was heir. 
This wretched league drew him some after day, 
To visit Ahab, at Samaria. 
The king received him with a great parade, 
For him aToyai entertainment made ; 
Oxen and sheep were in abundance slain, 
For^this great king Jehoshaphat and train. 

Ahab was willing to improve this chance, 
That he his strength and interest might advance. 
To go, he did Jehoshaphat invite. 
With him to Ramoth-Gilead to fight : 
A city that to Israel once belong d, 
From which they had been by the Syrians wronged* 
As soon as Ahab tlius proposed the deed, 
Jehoshaphat too hastily agreed : 
^^-I am as thou art, said the king benign. 
My people and my horses are as thine; 
With all my force I will with thee unite 
In this engagement, that is just and right." 
But recollecting — an essential weigh d ; 
This proposition to the king he made : 
" Now make enquiry of the Lord, I pray, 
To know if we shall have success, or nay." 
Ahab his prophets call'd together then, 
Who were indeed about four hundred men ; 
Most likely prophets of the. groves, who fed 
At JezebePs own table, as was said;' -^ 

And who escap'd the trial and the pain, 
Of being with dumb Baal's prophets slain. 
He put to them the question, ** shall I go 
To Ramoth-Gilead, there to fight, or no ?'^ 
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Tfiey, with one mind, and with one voice agreed, 
^' Go up, for thou shalt certainly succeed ; 
The Lord hath it delivered to thy hand, 
Thou sbalt return triumphant to thy land." 

Jehoshaphat could not as yet accord : 
" Is there not here a prophet of the Lord 
Besides, said he, that we might now enquire, 
If test to go, or from the scheme retire ?" 
" Yes, said the king, I recollect of one, 
By name Micaiah, who is Imiah's son ; 
But himl«hate with deep contempt, for he 
Foretdls no good, but always ill of me.'* 
Jehoshaphat to answer him was led, 
" Let not this be by Israel's monarch said/' 
Tho' he may have no pleasant tales to tell, 
To hate the prophet is not doing well. 
Then was an herald ordered by the king, 
In haste Mieaiah, Imlah's son to bri^g. 

Then these two monarchs, in their splendour fthone, 
Sat each of them superbly on hi» throne; 
Their glory by Samaria's g^te display'd, 
Where they were in their royal robes array 'd: 
Before them ail the prophets prophesy'd, 
With hearts united and one voice they cry'd, 
" Go up to Ramoth, with thy mighty band, 
The Lord will give the city to thy hand." 
And one of them, their notions to impress, 
And shcMK^ how they the Syrians would distress, 
A pair of horns, forthwith of iron made ; 
With these he walked and flourish'd with parade, 
*' Cry'd, thou, saith God,,v/ith horns of anguish sore, 
Shalt crush the Syrians till they are no more." 

While these false prophets told such pleasing things, 
To animate the two united kings, 
The herald that to fetch Micaiah went. 
Desirous seem'd all discord to prevent. 
Told him how all the prophets prophesy'd, 
That with one voice they good success bad cry'd, 
And wJsh'd that he might in the current run. 
And speak as the king^s prophets all had done. 
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Micadab governed by a better guid^» . 

To this instructor readily reply'd : 

" As lives the Lord (to whom 1 humbly seek^ 

What God dictates, that I will surely speak.' 

Before these monarchs was the prophet led» 

And then king Ahab to Micaiah said, 

" Shall we to Ramoth-Gilead repair, 

To fight the Syrians, or shall we forbear?/' ^ 

He at the firsts in great comtempt, we find, 

Of Ahab's prophets, who were false and blind, 

In irony seem'd with the stream to run, 

And spoke as the king^s prophets all had done: 

•* Go up and prosper in the war, said he, 

Into your hand shall they deliver'd be." 

This be pronounced to him with such an air, 

That Abab saw he mock'd the prophets ther^. 

The king exciaimM, '* how can I this endure, 

How many times, say, shall I thee adjure, 

That thou tell nothing but the truth to me. 

In bis great name who's from eternity.^" 

Then said Micaiah, "hear the truth this day, 
And take good notice what I now shall say ; 
I saw all Israel scattered wide, like sheep 
Ttiat had no shepherd them to feed or keep. 
These have no master now, said Israers God, 
Let each return in peace to his abode." 
This was indeed a simile complete 
Of Ahab's death, and Israel's defeat. 
So Ahab doubtless understood it clear. 
For interrupting the good prophet here, 
He turn'd to king Jchoshapt^at, and said, 
*' Did I pot tell thee how he would be led, 
That he of me would prophesy no good. 

But only evil ?*' this I understood. ! 

This interruption daunted not the seer; 
" The word, said he, of the Almighty hear. 
I saw the Lord when sitting on the throne, 
And heav'niy host around him wliere he shone" ^ 
The Lord then said, " who shall the king entice ; ■ \ 

The king of Israel (whose deligtit j§ vice) " j 
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Th^t be may ^o up in a spirit vain, 
To Raraoth-Gilead and may there be slain ?'* 
One of th^ council this way gave his mind, 
Another spoke as he was most inclin'd. 

The prophet thus to givethe subject stress; 
The hearers minds to sensibly impress, 
Now chose this heavenly vision to relate, 
Like consultations in the church or state. 
A spirit came and stood before the Lord, 
** I will entice king Ahab,'* was the word. 
The Lord, who could not Ahab's sins endure, 
Ask'd by what means he would the king allure ? 
" A lying spirit I will go, said he. 
Thus in the mouth of all his prophets be/' 
Then said the Lord, "go forth and do not fail, 
Thou shaft entice him and indeed prevail/' 
*' Be J*old. there hath a lying spirit's word, 
Into their mouth beeu order'd by the Lord : 
Deluded thus, thy prophets falsehood spake. 
And evil surely thee will overtake/' i 

This should not strjange indeed appear when irue,- 
Nor be offensive, reader, in thy view ; 
That He who is and was. omnipotent. 
Should here be stated to have put or sent, 
A lying spirit in the mouth or mind, 
Of these vile prophets, who were false and blind : 
'Tis his prerogative, without dispute—- 
His sovereignty indeed is absolute.- 
He instruments-may use of ev'ry kind. 
That he may choose to execute his 'mind ; 
Advance his honour, circulate his woes, 
Correct his children, or destroy his foesi m ^ 

This saying of Micaiah^ that the Lord 
Had put in them a lying spirit's word; •• j 

Enrag'd these prophets, like a flaCne of fire, 
That one of them j whose name 'was ^edokiah, 
He who paraded .with his horqs, so gran^, 
.And^as most likely leader of the band,^ 
In ^^ rose that he might vengeance seek, . v 

And smote the godly prophet on the cheek*- • •::.»"* 

23* 
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Tell me, said he, which way the spirit went, 
When it from me to speak to thee was ^nt ? 
That, said the seer, fhou shalt discern that day, 
When thou alarm'd shalt run and hide away. 
By this time Ahab thought he had enough. 
Of what he view'd Micaiah silly stuff, 
He order'd one to take the seer away, 
And to the ruler of the city say, 
*' Thus saith the king, this idle fellow take, 
Who evil boldly of his monarch spake, 
Put him in prison, let him be with bread. 
And with the water of affliction fed, 
Until the war with Syria shall cease, 
- And to my palace I return in peace." 

Nay, to the king, reply 'd the godly «eer, 
** If thou return in peace and triumph here, 
The Lord by me bath never spoke at all ; 
To mark my words, I on the people call" 
Jehoshaphat, altbo' he heard the word,- 
And knew this was a prophet of the Lord, 
Yet he, perhaps by Jeaiebel's intrigue, 
Was link'd so by affinity and league. 
That ffe went Jap, eclips'd in mental sight, 
Forthwith to Ramoth-Giiead to fight. 
- The prophecy to frustrate rauchinclin'd,^ 
Ahab propos'd before the battle joined, 
A project that he apprehended wise, 
To go himself to battle in disguise. 
But Judah's king should go in more parade, 
That he should fight in royal robes array 'd. 
So Ahab follow'd his propos'd intent, 
DisguiaU himself, and to the battle went« 
Benhaqad king, who ruF^d the Syrian's land, 
4 Gave to the captains of his host command, 
' To single out king Ahab, in the fight. 
And cut him off, with their united might. 
ThkcG^iducrw&siD Syria's moiiarch rude, 
Completely mark'd with deep ingratitude ; 
A vik return and dire ill usage fpr 
Itipg^ A|b^b^9 mercy, in a former wari 
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Who gave hioi life and freedom in an hoar/ 
When he was most completely in l\is powV. 

These rival kings, to victory inclined, 
The battle then, with mighty shonting join'd. 
The Syrian captains (though a cmel thing) 
Sought only for the Israelitish king. 
Jehoshaphat was singled out^-*they thought. 
That they had found the enemy they sought. 
He was forthwith beset on ev'ry side, 
In his alarm, for help,* he loudly cry'd. 
The Lord look'd down, in his compassion great, 
And succoitr'd him in this alarming strait, 
So that a sense the furious warriors gained. 
That 'twas not him who over Israel reign'd. 
This they discern'd when his distress was sore, 
And turned about and foHow'd him no more. 

Jehoshaphat here just escaped a fall, 
But Ahab^s guise secnr'd him not at all : 
A warrior there, a distant shot to try. 
Then drew a bow, and let an arrow fly.- 
He hit and wounded Ahab very sore. 
Between the joints of armour that he wore. • 

Alarm'd at finding of the wdund severe, 
He caliM in anguish to bis charioteer ; 
'' I'm wounded sore, cannot ray weapon wield, 
Let me forthwith be taken from the field." 
Yet as that day the battle hotter grew. 
They, in his chariot, held him up to view, 
That so the soldiers might not know his state, 
Nor be discourag'd at their monarch's fate. 
Thus ended Ahab^his vile race was run, 
He died about the setting of the sun. ^' 

That day's great struggle ended in defeat, 
Through Israel's host was sounded a retreat^ 
.And proclamation through the army made, 
(Which was by all, without delay obey'd) 
That ev'ry person there of Israel's race, 
Shoul^hen escape to his own dwelling place. 

Their fallen king they forthwith brought away, 
And hasted with him to Samaria. 
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He, in his glary, ia his royal bloom, 
With shame descended to the lonely tomb. 
While he wras held up on the battle ground 
The blood flow'd freely from his mortal wound,. 
Botli in his armour and his chariot too, 
To a degree most sorrowful to view. 
His chariot and his armour was, one day, 
Wash'd in the pool that's in Samaria : 
While at the washing place the chariot stood^ 
Behold ! the dogs licked up the royal bloody 
According to the plain predicting word, 
Spoke by the ^oly prophet of the L«ord. 

Though he who was o'er Judah's kingdom crown M, 
The field of war escap'd without a wound ; 
Yet he was not by any means so grand, 
As to come off without a reprimand. 
For having listen'd to a vile intrigue, 
Join'd Ahab in. affinity and league. 
When he return'd, was to the city, near, 
Jehu, the son ofHanani the seer, 
Went out, the king Jehoshaphat to meet; 
And him did boldly, with this message greet ; 
*' Should'st thou with an ungodly one accord; 
And grant thy aid to those who hate the Lord ? 
Since this, cannot without transgression^ be, 
Lol wrath has fallen from the Lord on thee;" 
But added soon that he who wore the crown, 
Might not be too much, in his mind cast d^wn, 
** Yet some good things in thee are surely found, 
Thou hast destroyed the groves within thy bound : 
Thou hast delight in those who virtue love ; 
Prepar d thine heart to seek the Lord above.'* 

Ihis mild reproof, this tender, gentle sting, 
A good effect bad doubtless on the king ; 
For after he at home bad made some stay. 
He from Jerusalem.tooii bis route away, 
From Beersheba unto Mount Ephraim went ; 
That is, throughout his kingdom's whole extenW 
And in his circuit he the people taught, 
Them back to their forefsitber's God he brought 



And he tjif^dini^sd judges in the land, 
And gave them this most requisite command, 
" What ye determiee see that you well scan, 
For ye, indeed, judge not alone for raau, 
But for the Lord, the mighty one who's true, 
Who in the judgment is in truth with you ; 
Reject of persons is not with the Lord, 
Nor takii^ gifts"— partiality's reward. 
Also the king for truth, and not parade, 
A reformation in Jerusalem made, 
Set priests and Levitesf who were most renown M, 
Aud fathers whojn Israel were found, 
That judgment sound might p( the Lord be gain'd 
In things that to his worship appertaln'd. 
And dvil matters, when there were debates, 
Among the judges of the diffei:ent states : 
That they might come, in cases great and nice. 
Unto the royal city for advice. 
To these the moiKirch gave a charge, sincere, 
To act in wisdom, and in heavenly fear 
That they should not from precious truth depart. 
But each be faithful, with a perfect heart. 
When he some time in teaching them bad spent, 
' He ended with this short encourag^ent : 
" With courage deal^ and nought shall you surprise, 
The Lord will be with all the good and wise." 

Ere long, an army of the Moabites, 
United with the vicious Ammonites, 
With their confed'rates, a surprising band^ 
Came forth to fight against the promised land. 
The king had news, that there, of late, was view'd^ 
A very great and mighty nuiltitade. 
In arms, advancing from beyond the seaf - 
They in Eng^di then were said to be. 
The sudden Hews of such an army near. 
Spread an alarm, and put the king in fear. 
In his own strength, not having confidence,,. 
Hfs heart was bow'd before omnipotence. 
Jehosliaphat a solemn fast proclaimed, 
Throughout his kingdom^ that was Judah oam'd^ . 
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The people gather'd, with affliction weigh'd, 
To seek the Lord, Almighty God for aid ; 
From all the cities to Jerusalem came, 
Td bow before the everlasting name. 

Jehoshaphat, the monarch great and good, 
In Judah's humble congregation stood, 
Assembled in the temple there well known, 
In reverence thus address'd the holy throne : 
•* O Lord, the God our fathers bow'd before. 
The mighty God who reigns the heavens o'er ! 
Dost thou not rule the heathen kingdoms grand, 
That human force cannot thy powV withstand 1* 
And art not thou our everlasting friend, 
Who in days past did gracious succour lend, 
And drove out those who on this soil abode, 
The land upon the Israelites bestow'd ? 
Thou gavest it for ever to the seed 
Of faithful Abratn, true to thee indeed. 
Long have they had their dwelling in the same, 
And built a temple to thy holy name ; 
And said, if evil come for our offence, 
A judgment, famine, sword or pestilence, 
And in this temple, we are bow'd indeed, 
Where thy great A^me is call'd upon, in need, 
And to thee in our deep affliction cry. 
Then thou wilt grant protection from on high. 
Behold ! a mighty army in parade. 
From lands thou let not Israel invade. 
When long ago they came from Egypt's land^ 
But liirn'd aside from them at thy command. 
Behold ! bow they reward us ill this day. 
For they are come to make of us a prey — 
To cast us from the peaceable abode. 
Which thou upon thy people hast bestow'd. 
O, mighty God, wilt thou not judge them right. 
For, of ourselves, we surely have no might, 
Against this great and potent multitudei 
That comes against us, with ingratitude : 
And what to do, is by ourselves unknown, 
But to rely upon thy arm alyne." 
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Thus Spake the monarch, in the people's name. 
All Judah stood, united with the same, 
Before the Lord, with hearts sincere and true, 
They and thei*- wives, and little children too, ' . 

Behold ! the spirit of the Lord then came 
On one of them, Jahaziel by name : 
He by the pure, unerring spirit led, 
Arose and in the congregation said, 
** 1 have a message, Judah hearken ye, 
And people of Jerusalem to me ; 
And thou their king, thus saith the Lord to you, 
Be not at all affrighted at the view 
Of this great host, from distant king's abodes, 
For k) ! the battle is pot yours, but God's. 
Behold his grace I you need not fight at^ll. 
Without a stroke they will before you fall. 
Be still and quiet, is to you the W4>rd, 
And see the great salvation .of the Lord. 
O men of Judah and Jerusalem hear,. 
To-morrow go agaiqst that host with cheer ; 
Be not dismay 'd, but peacefully proceed, 
For lo ! tihe Lord will fight for you indeed ," 

On this*^most gracious answer from on high. 
To the good king, and ardent people?s cry, 
Jehoshaphat, in reveirence profound. 
Most humbly bow'd bis head toward the ground 
The people too, as with one bended knee, 
Ador'dthe Lord, in deep humility. 
Some Levites there, their voices loudly rais'd. 
And Him who is the great Jehovah prais'd. 

Next morning, free from anguish or distress, 
•They march'd toward Tekoa's wilderness. 
As they went forth, with confidence that day, 
Jehoshaphat was standing in the way : 
" To me O Judah lend, said he, an ear. 
And now ye people of Jerus'lem hear : 
Be truj? believers in your God, and ye 
In your own land shall well established be^ 
And with your hearts believe his prophets true. 
So sba^ there be prosperity for you.'' 
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They beld a couficil, and with one accord, 
AppoiBf ed singers to the gracious Lord, 
Who should, beneath this fair inscripti<H), bless 
The-Lord, in beauty of true holiness. 
And H'hen the army, in complete array, 
Should forward go, that these might lead and say^ 
'^ Praise ye the Lord, who rules the kingdoms o'er^ 
His mercy great endin'es for evermore." 
Although this mode triumphing seem'd to be 
Before they gain'd the joyful victory ; 
Yet it was not (as well they understood) 
Without a basis that was firm and good ; 
They on God^s word spoke by the seer relied, 
And soon they saw the promise verified : 
For as they on the march began to raise. 
Their voices in sweet melody and praise, 
The Lord prepared ambushments (strange to tell) 
So that their loes on one anothe^r fell : 
The Ammonites and Moabites severe, 
' Fell on the army from the mount of Seir ; 
When these were slain, they on each other flew, 
And every soldier thrust his fellow through. 
That day this great and mighty army fell, 
The carnage there was wonderful to tell. 

When Judab's army with their monarch good, 
Came near the wild where tbe watch-tower stood, 
liOok'd for the armies of their foes ahead, 
Lo ! they were fallen to the ground, and dead. 

This great deliv ranee in the depth of need, 
Was in their eyes, most nJarveilous indeed ! 
'Twas the Lord's doin^, plain to ev'ry view, 
The work of Him who wonders great can do. 
Well might the nations with a joint accord. 
Gall this one of the battles of the Lord, 
For which a place might in tbe b6ok be claim'c^ 
That wars of the great Deity was nam*d. 
Behold the scene ! let every heaii incline 
To love, in faith, and confidence divine. 
Fear not O youth, unite with one consenti 
And trust in Him who is omnipotent. 
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He who the faithful evermore sustains ; 
His foes shall perish, but his pow^r remains. 
The slaughtering sword need not be drawn by thee, 
Trust in his name, and in his mercy free ; 
Those who trust Him who anciently was provM, 
Stand as Mount Zion that cannot be mov'd. 

When Judah's army to return were led. 
Their pious king Jehoshaphat was head ; 
They march'd, with trumpets sounding, till they came 
Unto the house built for Jehovah's name ; 
Because the Lord, who for their God they chose, 
Made them triumphant o^er their bitter foes. 

This great and strong invading army's fall, 
So evidently was discern'd by all, 
To be his act who. did the world create, 
The nations round were struck with terror great : 
The fear of God upon the kingdoms fell, 
On hearing he thus fought for Israel. 
This pious king was very greatly bless'd, 
From evVy foe his Maker gave him rest. 

Yet after all (see man^s unstable mind) 
He errM again, lyith Ahaziah join'd ; 
The king of Israel, wicked Ahab^s son, 
Who acted as his father long had done; 
The ways of Jezebel djplighted in, 
And Jeroboam, who made Israel sin. 
For he serv'd Baal, in the gloom of night, 
That idol worshipped with a great delight ; 
Provoked the Lord to anger very great, 
As Israel's monarchs all had done of late. 
To send a fleet was these two lings' design, 
To bring them gold from Ophir's precious mine, 
An oriental distant land, we're told. 
That in past days produc'd the finest gold. 
Their ships they did at Ezion-Geber build ; 
Their minds too much with wealth and honour fill'd, 
Not governed by the wisdom of the wise ; 
The Lord displeased, o'erthrew their enterprise ; 
A storm arose one inauspicious day, 
And broke the ships before they left the bay. 

24 
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Which done, a seer, they Elieier name, 

Unto Jehosbaphat the monarch came, 

And prophesy'd against the erring king, 

InformM him he h^id done an evil thing, 

Had wander'd from true rectitude of mind; 

Had in a league with Ahaziah join'd, 

With which true wisdom never could accor*d, 

Therefore his works were broken by the Lord. 

And so it was, they brc^en were indeed, 

That not a ship to Ophir could proceed. 

This was the second in«tapce, as we find, 

Jehoshaphat had stnmbled in thte kind. 

The first came near to costing him his life. 

When he joined Ahab in the scene of strife^ 

A king who into evil courses run, 

A king of Israel, but a wicked one. 

The second, cost the fleet be built with care. 

For joining with king Ahab's wicked heir« 

Let this indeed a monument long stand, ' 

A warning fair to men of evVy land ; 

To princes and to private persons too. 

Who wish to serve and worship God that's true, 

To not unite familiarly with those, 

Who hate the truth, and are Jehovah's foes* 

Ere Ahaziah, Ahab's son, well known, 
Had reign'd two years upon the royal throne. 
He thro' a window, they a lattice call, 
Was sorely wounded by a grievous fall. 
Therefore he gave some messengers command. 
To go forthwith to the Philistines land, 
And when arriv'd thej^ must, at his desire, 
Of Baalzebub, call'd Ekroii's god, enquire, 
If he should of the sore disease be cur'd, 
That he had many paiitiful days endur'd f 
This god was cail'd (to whom the men were sent) 
The devil's prince, in the New Testament. 
This was an errand "strange to tell indeed ; 
Benhadad, who was Syrian king, we read, 
A heathen by profession and descent. 
When he was sick unto Elisha sent, 
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Of Israel's God, a prophet great and true, 
To know if he shouki precious health renew. 
Here Israel's king sends in his blindness dire^ 
That he might of a heathen god inquire! 
The God of Israel^ in displeasure sent 
An angel, who unto Elijah went, 
Commanded him to go and meet, and say 
To the king's men, sent from Samaria^ 
*> Is it because there is no God at all, 

[ On whom ye might in Israels region call, 
That you would now imbibe a strange desire, 
Of Baatiebub the heathen god inquire. 

' To Ahaziah say, thus saith the Lord, 

[ This is to thee unchangeable the word, 

Thou shalt not come from where thou now dost lie, 
But on that bed of languishing shall die." 

On thi£ the mefUM»ngerg of I&raers ^^Si 
To go to Ekron view'd a useless thing, 
Return'd unto their king without delay, 
Who query 'd why they had return'd that day ^ 
•* We met a person on the road, said they, 
Who said, return to Israel's king and say. 
Thus saith the Lord, who sits on heaven's throne, 
Is it not now, because no God is known 
In Israel's bounds, that thou hast this desire. 
To go and of a heathen god inquire i 
Therefore behold ! thou shalt come down oo more, 
Nor quit the place of thy affliction sore — 
This is the word on which thou may'st rely. 
Upon that bed thou certainly shalt die." 
'^ What looking person was he, said the kmg. 
That has presum'd to thus proclaim the thing ?" 
''The man, said they, who told this message new. 
Was * rough and coarse, a hairy man to view ; 
We recollect that he was girt around. 
His loins were with a leathern girdle Bound." 
" 'Tis the Tishbite Elijah," said the king. 
That he had seen him is a likely thing, 

♦ They probably spoke not of ids persontbttt of bis garment, it might 
be rough and haicy. 
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When judgment he denounced, some former day, 
On this king^s father, vilien he bore the sway. 

The prophet thus pronounced the heav'^nly will, 
Then went and sat on an adjacent hill. 
The king to him forthwith a captain sent, 
With fifty soldiers — this w^as his intent, 
If he refus'd to come with them, to bring 
Him on by force, and take him to the king. 
The captain, when he to the prophet came, 
Spake roughly to him in the monarch's name, 
*^ Tiius saith'the king, who wears the royal crown, 
Thou man of God, without delay come down." 
The prophet who was sitting there serene. 
Returned an answer quite as short and keen ; 
•' If I now be, said he, a man of God, 

£0 ! thou wilt feel for wickedness the rod) 
t fire now fall is th« divine -decr«^ - 

And quite consume thy fifty men and thee." 
With awful dread the fire descended then, 
Consum'd this captain and his fifty men. 
The harden'd monarch, unto wisdom deaf, 
Sent fifty more, led by their brazen chief, 
Who quite undaunted at the band divine. 
Laid op the former, in the martial line, 
Came to the prophet, where he made a stand, 
** O man of God, it is the king's command, 
Come down, said he, and go without delay. 
To him who o'er the kingdom bears the sway." 
*^ if I'm indeed, a man of God, he said, 
Let fire from heaven now descend with dreads 
And thee and thy bold fifty men consume." 
This is for gross obduracy thy doom^ 
The fire of God its terror then resum'd, 
The captain and his fifty men consum'd. 

Hot work was this, and hard may seem to be, 
That men thus under high authority. 
Should fall for executing the command 
Of their superior, powerful and grand; 
¥et from these captains and the soldiers fate. 
Let officers who are subordinate, 
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Learn His a crime, and that beyond dispute, 
A servant of the Lord to persecute ; 
Altho^ of them required by the comraand. 
Of human pow'r, the highest in the land. 

The stubborn king, determined not to bend, 
Did a third captain with his fifty send. 
This officer bought wisdom at the cost 
Of his presuming predecessors lost ; 
^By their destruction now grown weary quite, 
Thought he would not conduct the work by might; 
Behold, when he came to the prophet near. 
Upon his knees he fell before the seer. 
And bow'd his heart before the pow'r that broke 
Upon the others, with an awful stroke : 
" O man of God, said he, I humbly pray, 
l*reserve my life, and life of these, this day j 
Behold, there fell from highest realms a fire» 
Two captains and their fifties burnt entire ; 
Before thee now I have Indeed no might, 
O let my life be precious in thy sight." 

By this submissive, moving language led,. 
The holy angel to Elijah said, 
" Go down with them, be not at all afraid:^ 
He, led by wisdom from above, obey'd. 
Forthwith the captain, just as he was taught, 
The godly seer before the monarch brought. 
When there arriv'd, he flattered not nor "spared, 
But the whole truth unto the king declair'd : 
" Tl]ius saith the Lord, since thou who here wast crown'd, 
As ^f no God could be in Israel found, 
H^t given to thy messengers command^ 
To go unto the dark Philistines' land- 
Since thou would'st unto Baalzebub aspire, 
And* of benighted Ekron's god inquire, 
Thou shalt not come from where thou now dost Ue, 
But on this bed of languishing shalt die.'' 
Upon the king this soon was verified, 
For Ahaziah of this illness died. 
And when the king; who had no son, was dead. 
They crown'd his brother Joram iu his 9tead« 

24* 
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The season now was drawing very nigb, 
When H« was fix'd who rules the realms on high, 
To take the seer, whose heart for heaven glow'd, 
By a strong whirlwind to the high abode« 
Elijah from a place cali'd Gilgal went, 
And took Elisha, on him quite intent ; 
He whom the Lord ordain'd to be a seer, 
As soon as should Elijah disappear. , 

While on the way that unto Bethel led, 
Elijah to his true attendant said, 
" To tarry here 1 pray thee now consent, 
For lo ! the Lord hath me to Bethel sent." 
^^ As lives the Lord, and lives thy soul, said he^ 
I can^t consent to separate from thee." 
So they pursuM together, it is said. 
The road direct that down to Bethel led. 
When they came there, in love that freely flow'd, 
The prophets sons, who at that place abode, 
Did by prophetic vision understand, 
Elijah^s exit now was near at hand ; 
They to Elisha, as ihelT minds were led. 
Came and convers'd with gravity, and said, 
*' Dost thou not know the Lord will take away, 
Thy worthy master from thy head to-day .'*" 
** Yes, from all toils he soon will find release, 
I know it well, hold you, said he, your peace.'* 
Elijah while at Bethel said again, 
*' I pray thee here Elisha now remain, 
For 1 indeed yet further on must go. 
The Lord directed me to Jericho." 
Elisha answer'd, as he'd done before, 
That he would surely part from him no more* 
So they went on, just as the seer was sent, 
Unitedly to Jericho they went. * 

And there also the prophets sons were led, 
To query of Elisha, it is said, 
If he discern'd the Lord would take away, 
His valu'd master from the world that day.'* 
**I know it will," reply'd the youthful seer, 
^ Hold you your peace," his exit's drawing near. 
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Elijah then unto Elisba said, 
" Stay here, I pray, to Jordan I am led.'* 
Elisha still, as he before repii'd, 
Assur'd the seer he would with him abide. 

£lijah was, or seeni'd to be inclined, 
To leave Elisba, in this route, behind. 
If we attend unto the theme with care, 
We to conjecture have a reason fair, 
.That as Elijah knowledge had indeed. 
When he was gone Elisha would succeed. 
He took these journey s, and this mode to prove 
Elisha's zeal, faith, constancy and love. 
, So they went down, stood by the river's side, 
Where they beheld the ancient Jordan gifde.. 
While standing sokmn by the verdant shore^ 
The seer Elijah took the robe he wore,! 
Which may be call'd a mantle or a coatj 
W rapt this togetber and the waters smote, 
Which then divided (as in days of yore) 
And they pass'd safely to the other shore. 
-i^ Ask, said the seer, what I for thee shall do, 
Ere I be call'd for ever from thy view.*' 
Elisha, who kept near his master's side, 
Unto the question readily replied, 
•' O let, I pray, thy spirit on me rest, 
Let me be with a double portion blest." 
•* What thou hast ask'd, said he, is hard indeed', 
Tet I thus far will to the same accede ; 
It shall be granted if thou seest me rise ;. 
IfthOu dost not it shall be otherwise.'' 
Those who would grace, alid choicest blessings gaiB> 
Must by the strictest watchfulness obtain. 

This was indeed of wonders great a day ; 
As they advanc'd, conversing oa th^ way, 
In precious union, that their hearts endear'd. 
Behold the scene ! there suddenly appear^ 
A chariot bright, and flaming horses near. 
Which parted them, and took the holy seer ! 
Elijah, by a pow'r omnipotent, 
To heaven by an awful whirlwind wqpt ! , 
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Aad then perbapi|. without a long delay. 

Went from Mount Carmel to Samaria^ 

While he was there, increas'd in truth and fame. 

To him a certain worthy woman came ; 

Sh^ was a widow, it is said, of one. 

Who in that day was calFd a prophet's son. 

She greatly straitened to Elisha said, 

'' Thy servant, my dear husband, now is dead ; 

And though in debt was one well known to be. 

Who fear'd the Lord with great sincerity. 

(Therefore my husband surely was not one 

Who into debt by evil courses run) 

Not having left wherewith his debts to pay» 

^he creditors have come to take away 

fity sons for bondmen — in this grievous strait, 

O man of God ! my grief is very great.'^ 

The prophet listen'd to the widow's cries*. 

Could not but with her deeply sympathize* 

What shall I do for thy relief said he, 

What is remaning in thy house with thee ? 

'* My house, alas ! she then reply'd, is bare— « 

A pot of oil is all of value there." 

* * Go forth, said he, and on thy neighbours call, 

And empty vessels borrow of them all : 

Be careful in collecting them to view, 

To mark my words, that there be not a few. 

Bring them within and shut thy dwelling door 

On thee and sons — ^the oil thou then shalt pour 

Into the vessels that thou didst prepare, 

Set those aside that are well fill'd with care." 

The woman then the prophet's word obey'd, 

Of vessels she a great collection made — 

She shut herself and sons within, as taught, 

And they to her the empty vessels brought. 

She then the oil into the vessels pour'd, 

A wondrous plenty did her jar afford. 

As long as they an empty vessel found, 

The oil increas'd, continued to abound. 

When she had fitl'd the vessels in ber store. 

The oil was stay'd ; her pot would yield no mores^ 
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The widow then went lo the seer again. 
What she. had done related to him plain : 
Jasthow the Oil had wondrotisly increased, 
And when the Tesseb all were full it ceas'd* 
He counseled her to go to her abode. 
To sell the oil^ and pay the debt sbe ow'd : 
Then she, together with her children btess'd, 

f Should freely have their living from the rest. 

I Erelong w« hear of this great man of fame, 

That he to Shunem m his travels came; 
The tribe of Issachar possessed the town — 
There dwelt a womantfaen of great renown, 
Whose spou$e~^was\ancient, as appears in life. 
Had left his business to bis worthy wife. 
' She saw Elisha often pass that way, 
In^ed him txy call and eat one day. 
He found indeed a kind reception there. 
Both from the husband and this worthy fair. 
Thenceforth, whenever he that way was led, 
He tum'd in there, to be refresh'd, 'tis said. 
When well convincM that she was not deceived, 
She told her husband *' she indeed believ'd 
This guest, who often calFd at tfadr abode, 
Most surely was a holy man of God. 
That it was her deure to make a small. 
Convenient chamber for him on the wall : 
When that was done, to set him for him she said, 
A table, stool, a candlestick and bed ; 
That when he should to their abode repair, 
He might, with freedom^ take his lodging there/* 
This she proposed, and readily the man 
Consented to his female partner^s plan. 
The room was thus prepar'd, without' delay^ 
And when Elisha came again that way. 
He was directed to that room with care. 
And he thenceforward took his lodging there. 

PleasM with this treatment, plain indeed, butkind* 
And having a devoted heart and mind. 
To recompense his benefactors great, • 

The worthy landloid and his faithful male. 
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One time when he was in this lodging plac<^ 

His heart replenished with the sweets-of grace. 

He bid his servant go and speak arigfati 

To his kind hostess, call'd the Shunamitey 

Acknowledge her benevolence and care. 

And that to grant a recompense was fair. 

Ask her if he might serve in any thing ; 

If he for her might speak unto the king, 

Or on the captain of the host should call. 

To grant her aid in any thing at all f 

To this Gehati good attention paid, 

His master's words before the woman laid. 

Thou may'st return, and the good prophet tell, 

That I, says she, with my own people dwell : 

Here intimating, as may well be view'd, 

That she and neighbours liv'd in quietude, 

And needed not redress in any thing, 

Either from captain of the host or king. 

Gehazi told this to his master dear. 

** What can be done then for her?" said the seer. 

*' Why said Gehazi, I have sure been told. 

She hath no child, her husband now is old." 

The, prophet understood his meaning clear, 

Said to his servant, ^' call the woman here." 

On this she came, and silent stood before 

The godly prophet, just within the door. 

He, free from flatt'ring compliments was led, 

Or ceremonies, to the woman said : 

" When thou the common course of life hast nii), 

From near this time^ thou shalt embrace a son." 

This was from her expectance so remote, 

She like a person wonderstruck we note. 

Said, " nay my lord, thou man of God on high, 

I cannot now upon thy words rely." 

However she, in the due time of year, 

Embrac'd the son predicted by the seer. 

When this lovM infant was a little grown. 
That it could walk and run about alone. 
Into the field he to the reapers went. 
To find his father was the child's intent. 
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He had notJeng been in the field, before 
He was afflicted with a head-ache sore ; 
To call out to his father he was fain, 
"My head, my head," he ery'd aloud for paia. 
On this his father to a servant spake, 
The child houe to his mother then to take. 
This soon was done, but still with pain he cried| 
He sat till noon, upon her knees, and died. 
This smote the woman with affliction sore, 
To view her child, her, only hope no more. 
She took him forthwith from her own abode, 
Into the diamber of the man of God; 
The body of her darling child, then dead, > 
She laid upon the holy prophet^s bed. 
Prepared an ass, said she, indeM would fain^ 
Run to the man of God, and come again. 
She mounted soon, did on the way proceed, 
And bid the servant on to drive with speed. 
The man of God, on whom she so rely'd. 
Was at Mount Carmel, and he her espy'd 
A distance off, but swiftly drawing near, 
Then to his servant, said the pious seer, 
Lo! yonder comes the female Sbunamite, 
A guest to-day that's unexpected quite. 
Run meet her now, request of her to tell. 
If she, her husband, and her child are well f 
Gebazi ran the Shunamite to meet. 
As she approach'd him in the road or street. 
But she withholding conversation here, 
Press' d on with anguish to behold the seer. 
As soon as she could with the prophet meet, 
Behold, she fell before him at his feet. 
Awhile she there in silent grief remained. 
Her spirits then, with strength to speak regain'd : 
Did I desire, my lord, a son of thee f 
Did I not say deceive me not, said she f 
Ere she could forth another sentence bring. 
The prophet rightly understood the thing — 
At her request he forthwith took the road, 
And followed her unto her own abode> 
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When he came there he found the child was dead. 

Like clay for coldness, lying on the bed. 

He shut the door, and rais'd his fervetit cry, 

To Him who reigns in majesty on high. 

When he had pray'd devoutly, he was led, 

To lie recumbent on the child in bed. ' 

His mouth he then to the child's mouth applies. 

His eyes he plac'd upon its lifeless eyes; 

He with his hands of the child's hands took bold, 

And stretch'd himself upon the infant cold ; 

As great and good Elijah on<ce had done. 

When from the dead he rais'd a widow's son. 

A little warm the infant's body grew ; 

The prophet walk'd the floor a turn or two, 

And then lay down upon the bed once more, 

Stretch'd on the child, as he had done before — 

The infant did from death's deep sleep arise, 

Sneez'd seven times and then enclos'd his eyes. 

Elisha call'd, as soon as this was done. 

And bid the mother take her living son^ 

This was a sweet, consoling word to hear. 

She overjoy'd fell down before the seer, 

And bow'd herself most humbly to the ground. 

Before that pow'r, in reverence profound, 

By which the child from silent death was brought. 

Thro' which so great a miracle was wrought, 

In consequence of the good prophet's cries ; 

She took her child, with joy and great surprise. 

The seer departed, and to Gilgal went. 
And there some time with the young prophets spent ; 
There was, we find, so great a famine there. 
The country round was of provisions bare. 
The prophets sons, in number many here, 
One certain time were sitting round the seer, 
He bid the scrrvant the great pot to take, 
And pottage for the hungry people make. 
Into the field forthwith a young man went, 
To gather herbs for pottage his intent. 
He brought a lap full of some herbs, we find^ 
In nature poison to the human kind ; 
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This was into the boiliog pottage thrown, 

And pour'd out for the men to eat, unknown. 

Some ill effect, or uhexpected harm, 

While eating gave a very great alarm : 

" O man of God," the people terrified, 

"Lk>! there is death within the pot," they cried. 

The prophet, when he heard the people's moan, 

CalI'd for some meal, v^hich in the pot was thrown|. 

" Pour out, said he, now for the people round ;'' 

So they ate freely, and no harm was found. 

To this great seer ot' everlasting fame, 
A worthy man from Baalshalisli • came; 
Thereto by love and feeling kindness taught, 
Some of the first and choicest fruits he brought, 
Full twenty loaves of barley, it appear^. 
And corn in husks, well grown and luscious ears. 
That food was scarce was by the^ prophet known, 
His heart could not the banquet keep alone ; 
He bid his servant set it as a treat 
Before the people, who were there to eat. 
Gehazi thought he knew not howtovpare, 
A portion that was then so sweet and rare : 
** Must I," exclaim'd the faithless servant then,. 
"This morsel set before a hundred men?" 
The generous seer did his commaisJ repeat; 
•* Give to the pepple, that they all may eat ; 
It truly is the gracious Lord s decree, 
That they shall eat and leave thereof," said he. 
He set it then before the people there. 
They ate their fill, and had thereof to spare; 
According to the never failing word, 
Of this true prophet spoken by the Lord. 

While he there with the prophets sons abode, 
They to the seer addressed themselves, and show'd^ 
Their habitation was indeed too strait,^ 
Their want of good accommodations great. 
" Let us, said tiiey, to Jordan^s banks repair. 
And cut some timber from the plenty there ; 
Each with his beam will then return, to rear 
A more cpmmodious habitation here." 
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This new proposal gainM his free consent ; 
But they to go without him not content : 
One of the men did to Elisha sav, 
" Vouchsafe to bear us company I pray." 
To go with theott he readily agreed, 
So they united to the place proceed, • 
And fell to work to cut the timber down ; 
Their overseer this prophet of renown. 
As one of them was falling of a tree, 
'Twas with an axe, some one had lent bira free. 
The axe head swiftly from the handle flew. 
And sunk in Jordan, far from human view. 
The troubled workman to the prophet ran, 
"Master, alas! 'twas borrowed," cry *d the man. 
Where fell the axe, the man of God inquir'd : 
The workman sbow^d him what he then desir'd. 
The prophet then perform'd a wonder new, 
Cut down a stick that by the river grew. 
Toward the axe it then was cast by him, 
With pow'r of faith that made the iron swim. 
The workman then, at the good seer's command, 
Stretch^ out his arm and took the axe in hand. 

Awhile Elisha at Gilgal remain'd, 
Pass'd to Samaria then in love uafeign'd, 
And found his presence much was needed there, 
J3y reason of a singular affair. 
Benhadad, ^ho o'er Syria's kingdom rtign'd, 
Had then a general who bis love had gain*d; 
He for great valour was a man of fame, 
And consequence; ^aaman was his name. 
Tho' he^ was rais'd to such a high degree, 
He was afflicted with the leprosy. 
The Syrians once had with a warlike band, 
With other captives brought from Israel's land, 
A little maid, who in her captive life, 
With candour waited on Naaman's wife. 
She of her lord one day to speak was led. 
Of his disease to her kind mistress said, 
" Would God, my lord was with the seer renowu'd| 
That in the land of Israel is found, 
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T?6r he is able, I aofi very sure, 

My master of bis leprosy to cure." 

One present soon before the monarch laid, j 

What had been stated by the captive maid. ^ 

The king of this \ ^h pleasure took a view, ^ 

And bid Naaman the advice pursue ; 

Said he would freely letters by iura send, i 

To Israel's king him well to recommend. ( 

Naaman, that he noble might appear, 

Ten silver talents carry'd for the seer : 

In dollars reckon'd, as the learned fix, 

To sixteen thousand six hundred sixty-six. 

He took six thousand pieces too of gold, 

Equivalent, :as we by some are told, 

To twenty thousand silver dollars quite. 

Enough to give a Balaam great delight. 

Of raiment choice he carry'd changes ten, 

And left Damascus, with a traiu of men. . 

In splendour great: he to Samaria came, 

The royal seat of IsraePs kings of fame : 

When thither come, the letter he presents. 

This was thereof, in substance, the contents : 

"Now when this letter comes to thee, behold,'^ 

Naaman, who my servant is, I've told 

Therewith to go, and to request of thee^ 

Him to recover of his leprosy.'* 

When this was read and view'd by Israel's king, . "^ 

He thought it was a most & >usive thing; 

That some design was with these lines ally'd ; . 

He rent his clothes — in his displeasure cry'd, - ^ 

**^ Am I a god, with sov'reign pow'r to kill, , 

Or raise the dead, if it should be my will, ^ 

That this strange monarch now doth send to mei . 

To cure a man of hopeless leprosy .»* 

Wherefore coasidcr now, I pray to you^*— 

Behold how he a quarrel bath in view I" 

The news of this strange letlerto^ the kiny, . 
And of the monarch's trouble al the thing. 
Came quickly to Elisha's ready. ear. 
Who sent this message for the king to hear t : 
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" Now let the Syrian leper come to me, 
And he convinc'd with certainty shall be, 
K prophet is in Israel to be found,-' 
Who of his leprosy can make him sound. 

The king was glad to be thus eas'd of fear, 
Referred the gen'ral to the faithful seer. 
He came, and with his chariot stood before 
(In splendour great) the humble prophet's door. 
£x|^ecting some grand ceremonious aid, 
Performances, with regular parade. 

But to Naaman's disappointment quite, j 

The seer went not so much as in his sight, - ! 

Did thus far only to the theme attend, i 

As this short message to the man to send : ^ 

** Go wash in Jordan seven times, said he, 1 

And then thy flesh shall come again to thee, | 

The benefit will readily be seen, \ 

Lo ! thou shah be completely cur'd and clean.'* 
This was to him a disappointment dread, 
lu high displeasure he drove off and said^ 
" I thought he surely would have stood by me^ 
And cali'd devoutly on his Deity ; 
His healing hand upon the place have laid. 
And thus the cure with dignity have made. 
Let him of Jordan's muddy river tell ! 
Will not Damascus' waters do as well ? 
Are not Abana, that is flowing clear. 
And Pharpar better than the waters here ? 
Why may not 1 by washing there be cleaik'^ 
I would not be in Jordan's river seen. 

When his vex'd mind a little cooler grew, 
His servants there entreated him to view. 
If some great thing was order'd by the seer, 
He surely would accomplish it with cheer j 
Then how much mor^it would with reason stand, 
When this^ood prophet only gave command, 
To do a thing, though very small, not mean^ 
To only wash in Jordan and be clean. 

Thus by his servants importunity. 
And reas'ning sound upon the subject, he I 
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Began of his hard feeKngs to relent, 

And forthwith to the river Jordein went, 

And dipp'd himself there seven tiraes, as taught,. 

And lo ! the wondrous miracle was wrought. 

H« found indeed, tliat he was not beguiPd, 

His flesh turned Hkethat of a little child, 

And he was clean, according to the word. 

The saying of the prophet of the Lord. 

Returning then with all his retinue, 

He came" and stood before the prophet true. 

" Behold ! I know there is no God, said he. 

In all the earth, but Israel's Deity. 

Now therefore seeing I have been reliev'd, 

Through thee so great a benefit received, 

Let me the present I've prepar'd now make, 

I pray a blessing of thy servant.take." 

The seer reply 'd, " as sure as lives the Lord» 

I will not from thee take the least reward." 

Naamaawish'd him to be gratified, 

And urg'd the seer, who utterly denied^ 

The geri'ral then protested to the seer, 

That he thenceforth, the Lord alone would fear ; 

That he no more would offer sacrifice, 

To other gods, but to the Lord sjl-wise. 

The prophet He requested then to say, 

That he might take with him some earth away—* 

That he two mules with holyjand might load, 

And take it home with him to his abode : 

Seem'd in his zeal, but blindness to profess, * 

That there was some inherent holiness 

Found in the earth comprised in the extent. 

Where Israel's monarch bad tlie government— 

IJTo sacrifice would e'er availing stand, 

Kot made on earth of Israel's holy land. 

He then crav'd pardon for a sinful thing, 
That he had done while waiting on the king i 
That when his master, with a blind intent, 
To worship in the house of Rimmou went — 
When there, said he, he lean'd upon my hand. 
And I bow'd down mysdf al bis command^ 
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Whea I there blindly worshipp'c^ with the king. 
O may tlie Lord grant pardon io this thing. 
" Go on in peace," the prophet then reply'd : 
He then took leave, most feelingly aliy'd. 

As soon as. he had left the seer, we lind, 
The prophet's servant said within- his mind, 
^*' Although my master hath not as he ought, 
Received the present that the Syrian brought, 
Vi\ run to him and something of him take^" 
No one of this can any evil make. 
He thus resolv'd, without the least delay, 
Pursu'd the Syrian gen'ral on tlie way. 

JNaaman saw Gehazi running near. 
He with a heart devoted to the seer. 
Alighted from bis chariot — turn'd to meet' 
The prophet's servant running in th^ street. 
Naaman ask^d Gehazi then to tetl, 
If with the seer, his master, all was well ? 
Yes, all js well — ^for this said he 1 came, 
(Then forg'd a message in his master's name)- 
" My master me forthwith to thee hath sent, 
To notify thee of a new ev^nt ; 
That there's arriv'd awhile with him to fare. 
Two young men, who the sons of prophets are — 
And he desires of thee to giv« to those, . 
A silver talent, and two suits of clothes." 

The Syrian gen'ral now was gratified, 
"He wish'd to serve the man of God ; replied, 
« Let me to this a small addition make, 
Be willing now two talents home to take. 
He needed not to very much persuade, 
Bound two in bags^ them on two servants laid. 
In dollars bright the sum is said to be 
Three thousand, and three hundred thirty-three^ 
The servants back were with this cargo sent, 
And with the raiment, with Gehazi went : 
Yet had not far to travel with the same, 
Before they to the city tow'r came. 
He took the lading from the servants there, 
And laid it in a secret place with care. 
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When this was to bis satisfaction done. 
He let the men back to their master raft. 

Gebaxi tbiokiog all was safely o'er, 
Went in his master's presence as before. 
The seer by a divine, internal view. 
Saw where he'd been and well his purpose kneww 
" Whence comest thou Gehazi," to him said ? 
To tell another falsehood he was led : 
"Thy servant sure, no whither went,'' said he. 
•* No ! said the seer, went not my heart with thee ^^ 
Did I not see Naaman quit his seat, 
'^urn from his chariot freely thee to meet ? 
Is it a time, dost thou indeed believe, 
Rewards of gold and garments to receive ? 
Since thou therefore bast coveted the gold, 
Brought by the Syrian officer, behold ! 
Thy doom is fix^d, his leprosy indeed. 
Shall cleave to thee and also to thy seed.'' 
The sentence pass'd upon Gehazi here^ 
By this divinely animated seer, 
For avarice and falsehood very great. 
Fell on Gehazi, with a hand of weight : 
For he did from his master^s presence go, 
A loathsome leper, white as milk or snow. 

Some time from this, with force and great parade, 
Thy Syrian king a war on Israel made : 
He held a council with his heralds free, 
And they concluded where the camp should be. 
The secret which they closely kept conceal'd. 
Was forthwith to the man of God reveal'd. 
So he sent word to IsraeFs king, with care, 
To notify him where the Syrians were. 
And give him warning not to pass that way. 
For there in wait the Syrians for him lay. 
The seer who was so excellent a guide. 
Thus sundry times the mouarch notified. 
On which the king would send some men to view« 
Who found each time the information true. 
Thus through the medium of the seer benign^ 
Kscap'd the Syrian monarch's vile design. 
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Therefore tis said the heart of Syria's king, 
Was sorely troubled at the wondrous thing. 
He caird his servants, said, " will ye not teil 
Which is the wretch thatjoins with Israel f 
Who thus delights in his own country's woe, 
Conveys our secrets to ray bitter foe ?" 
A servant there, one faithful to his side, 
(Who with Naaman might have been) repli'd, 
" 'Tis not, O king ! an individual here, 
It is Elisha, Israel's famous seer — 
He tells his monarch what bv thee is said. 
Though in thy chamber^ on the royal bed." 
Then, said the king, " go let the place be spy'd, 
Where he does now undoubtedly reside, 
That I may send a party there to seize, 
And bring him safely to this place with ease.^' 
On hearing this, one of the monarch's men 
Told him the prophet was in Dothan then, 
i)r little city, to Samaria near; 
They thought the way tp apprehend him clear. 
The Syrian monarch from liis powerful throng. 
Sent horses, chariots, and a party strong, 
That swiftly came to Dothan in the night, 
Which they surrounded ere the morning light. 
At dawn of day the servant of the seer, 
(A new one likely, for no more we hear, 
That false Gehazi did upon him wait, 
After the day of his transgression great) 
Went out and found to his astonishment, 
The city with a "hostile army pent. 
He saw the horsea and the chariots round, 
And warriors with a military $ound. 
He ran within extremely terrified, ' 
" Master, alas ! what shall we do .'*" he cried. 
At this Elisha. not at ail dismay'd, 
Desir'd his servant not to be afraid- 
Said, ." these with us are many more than those 
That are without, with our invading foes." 
And to convince his servant this was true, 
He pray'd the Lord to let him take a view. 
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And lo ! the Lord unvetPd the young man's eyes, 

So that with wonder and with great surprise, 

He saw the mountains full of horses near, 

And fiery chariots round the placid seer. 

The Syrians thought this an auspicious hour, 

They view'd the seer completely in their pow'r : 

So they came down to him without delay, 

To seize and take him speedily away. 

But he then pray'd to him who rules with might. 

That he would them with sudden blindness smite. 

And wonderful t the men were struck so blind, 

That no one knew the prophet they would find. 

Elisha spoke, " lo ! this is not, said he. 

The way, nor city where you ought to be, 

But follow me, and I will forthwith bring 

You to the man youVe seeking for the king**' 

The seer was follow'd by the band of men. 

Just as a brood of chickens will a hen. • 

The warriors far from taking him away, 

Were led by him straight to Samaria. 

He pray'd the Lord then to unveil their eyes, 

,On which they saw, with wonderful surprise, 

Themselves allur'd into Samaria's street, 

Surrounded by their enemies complete. 

The king of Israel's wishes highly rose, 

To slay this band of his invet'rate foes. 

But yet to give the order was not clear, 

Without consulting with the wk)rthy seer. 

To know his mind on the important thing : 

" My father, shall I smite them," said the king ? 

" By no means, said the peaceful prophet, for. 

Had they been taken prisoners of war. 

Yet after quarter they protection gain. 

Thou would^st not have submissive captives slain ; 

Far less should thou upon a party fall. 

Thou hast not taken in the war at all : 

But rather set before them food, said he, 

That having ate and drank in Israel free, 

They to their master may return and tell, 

That they were treated in Samaria well." 
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This counsel was by him who bore the sway, 
Attended to, and that without delay : 
The Syrian soldiers at a splendid feast, -^ 

Were entertained, and peaceably released. 

The Syrian king would not the maxim heed, 
That " honesty's best policy" indeed. 
It was a lesson hard to learn and do, 
As more than once he had been done unto, 
For he erelong collected all his host, 
Anxious to have of some exploit to boast ; 
Went with his mighty army in parade, 
A grievous siege he to Samaria laid : 
He sorely on the royal city prest, 
And the besieg'd severely were distrest. 
How long this held, no one can now relate; 
So long it caused a famine very great. 
The people of Samaria had to eat, 
Xhe most unwholesome, and disgusting meat. 
An ass's head, in that dire strait, was sold 
For fourscore silver pieces, we are told. 
These pieces shekels (as the learned view) 
Amount in dollars quite to twenty-two. 
The famine in the city was extreme. 
So that the dung of doves was in esteem : 
For three full gills, that hunger might be stayM, 
Of this they then five silver pieces paid. 
This was one hundred forty cents complete, 
For such a mess as we should loathe to eat. 
Bgt evVy person, in this trying day, 
Could not find money, at this rate to pay, 
If they could these commodities have found 5 
Therefore the poorer sort of people round. 
Were driven, in this doleful scene of strife. 
To dire extremes to save a wretched life. 
As IsraeFs king was passing on a wall, 
A woman did in deep affliction call : 
Her direful subject to his view to bring, 
She cry'd to him, '* help me, my lord O king !" 
He thinking she would importune for bread. 
In answer to her» somewh^^ roughly said, 
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" If thou art not assisted by the Lord, 
Whence shalQ I help, in any shape afford. 
Shall I assist thee, when distress is sore, 
From the wine press, or from the threshing floor?*' 
By this short answer no ways satisfied, 
It seems that she still to the monarch cried. 
He ask'd what ailM herf she then almost faint, 
With this dire tale related her complaint : 
*^ This woman (pointing to another one) 
In our distress said, give to me thy son, 
That we to-day, may save our lives with meat, 
And then to-morrow, we, my son, will eat. 
So we agreed, alas ! and boil'd my son, 
And him we ate— -when this, O king, was done:, 
On the next day (to tell the truth I dread) 
Give now thy son, 1 to the woman said, 
That we may eat him, as agreed, to-day, 
And to! she hath convey'd her son away/' 
This was one only of the judgments sore, 
Which Moses told that people, long before, 
Would fall on them as a chastising rod. 
If they rebeli'd against the Lord their* God ; 
And therefore might the less surprising be, 
When it was brought to a reality : 
Yet, as the thing abhorrent was indeed. 
For parents on their children's flesh to feed, 
On hearing this, it cut him io the heart, 
Like a most deeply penetrating dart, 
So that his clothes he in his sorrow rent, 
Whereby the people who around him went, 
Perceiv'd he sackcloth underneath had laid, ^ 

Upon his flesh, was mourner like array'd. 
Altho' the monarch thus upon him bore, 
Bxternal signs of sorrow deep and sore; 
Yet he alas ! held not at all to view, 
One token of repentance that was true : 
For bursting forth, outrageously severe. 
Against £lisha, that devoted seer, 
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As tho' he was the instnuneot to brHigt 
This evil on the people and the kiDg; « 

He swore, ere he reposM upon the bed. 
That he'd take off the seer EKsha's head. 
Forthwith he did an officer depute, 
And sent him on, his word to execute : 
The monarch also, with a ruffled mind, 
Went after him, not very far behind. 
iEIisha sitting in his dwelling-place. 
The elders round him c^the prophets' race, 
The king's design was not from oim concealed, 
^Twas by the Spirit of the Lord reveal'd. 
Then while the herald was toward him bound, 
He thus addressed the elders sitting round : 
'* See how tfie wicked Ahab's son is led, 
Lo ! he hath sent to take away my bead ! 
Mind when the man comes on the errand vile, 
To shut the door, and keep him out awiiile, 
(Till I deliver fiatithfully the word. 
The message I liave to them from the Lord) 
For is not now behind him in the street, 
The sound of Jiis malignant master's feetf^^ 
He'd scarce done speaking thus to them, before 
The executioner approach -d the door. 
The elders held him on the theme, we find, 
Without reserve decfar'd to him their mind, 
That this calamity, the famine sore, 
Their suff'rings, such as were unknown before, 
Was a dire judgment, (not a casual thing) 
For sin upon the people and their king. 
He, or perhaps the king who came behind, 
^o them exclaim'd in a most desperate mind, 
"Nay, if it be as you now represent. 
That this great evil from above is sent. 
Why should 1 longer wait upon the Lord, 
Or trust in him who will no helpVfford.*' 
Elisha listen'd to this speech profane. 
On hearing it, no longer could contain ; 
He knew indeed in whom he could confide, 
** Hear now the word that's from the Lord, he cry'd jj 
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Thus sahh the Lord, to-morrow near this hour, 

(Tbo'you may now distrust Almighty pow'r) 

Th€re shall be sold a measure of fine flour. 

For one small shekel at our city gate, 

And measures two of barley at that rate,*^ 

A lord was present feeling high and grand. 

The king was gently leaning on his hand, 

On bearing this, he viewM the prophet's word. 

Extravagant, impossible, absurd ! 

The short time view'd, he vaunted o'er the seer. 

To him reply'd with ^ deriding sneer : 

*^ Suppose the Lord would windows make for graini 

To pour from beaven, would not this be vain f " 

This deep contempt of gracious words that came. 

Delivered in the great Jehovah's name, 

By one commission'd from the king on high. 

Drew from the prophet this severe reply : 

*' Thine eyes shall view the plenty that shall l^e, 

But thou sha)t not partake thereof,^'* said he» 

How this strange message could be verified, 

How they could be wijh i^fi.a stor^ supplied, 

In that short time, amidst tae/r dreary- woes/ 

The city then surrouniJed by their foes, ^ , 

Was far beyond the human eye to lec — 

But He who is the ruling Deity — 

Who formed of old the universe can pliuij 

And work great wonders unforeseen by man« 

Thus, notwithstanding unbelief or doubt> 

The wondrous thing with q>eed was brought about. 

Four men there were, who in a leprous state, 
Sat near the entrance of Samaria's gate ; 
They thus were forc'd without the gate, 'tis said, 
That they might not their dire infection spread. 
Their wish was near the portal to remain, 
For fear they might be by the Syrian's slain* 
If in the city famine reign'd severe, 
They sufier'd hunger with a witness here : 
They sat oppressxl by grief and famine sore, / 

Till they were likely soon to breathe no oior^^ 
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At length they said to one another, " why 

Should we set here until we pine and die f 

If we attempt to enter with the throi^, 

And find admittance, there the famine's strong-; 

Our IFves we then could not at all sustain, 

And we shall die if here we still remain : 

Let us therefore united, one and all, 

Into the host of our invaders fall ; 

If we are sav'd, 'tis by the pow'r on high, 

And if they kill us, then we shall but die." 

Oa this resolved, they in the twilight rose, 
Not to be seen deserting to their foes, 
And forthwith to the Syrian camp they went, 
Where they arriv'dwith great astonishment; 
For when they view'd the utmost parts with care, 
They found, in fact, no human being there ! 
For lo ! the Lord, who rules the spacious sphere^ 
Had caus*d the great invading host to hear 
The noise of horses, chariots in full speed, 
Just like a host invincible indci^d, 
The Syriati csimv^^lfiti^yi^^twutidff^^ '^^ ' 
And in a momenfcrush tn^, to^e ground. 
At which they were extremely terrified, 
And to each other in ^nuuement cried^ 
'' Lo ! Israel's king the Hittites' host hath hirV}, 
And the Egyptians, long for war admir d. 
And they are coming, with a force unknowb, 
And we shall be completely overthrown." 
In consternation and in awfuKdread, 
They rose confusM, and in the twilight fled 5 
They left their tents and all the horses tied. 
Not taking time to mount on them to ride, 
Fled from the camp, in great distraction ran. 
To save one life the aim of evVy man. 

When these four men had search'd the camp aroundv 
And that the coast was wholly clear they found. 
Their first thing was to listen to the cry, 
Of bitter huugei> that to satisfy : 
A tent they enterM where with pleasure sweet, 
They ate and drank till they were fiU'd complete j 
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Then carried trea9ure8 forth without delay — 
Silver and gold, and raiment hid away : 
Then in another found as rich a prize, 
Which they took out and hid away likewise. 

Then they into a deep reflection fell, 
Said to each other, "are we doing well? 
This is a day of tidings great and good ; 
Should we be silent when sufficed with food f 
If we until the dawn of morning stay, 
We to some mischief might become a prey.'' 
They then concluded that it would be well, 
Forthwith to go, and the king's household tell. 
With bodies strengthen'd and with hearts elate, 
They then returned unto the city gate, 
There to the porter gave an eager call, 
And told the tidings, joyful news for all. 
Which he then to the other porters told, 
And they convey'd it to the king's household; 
The king thereon rose from the royal bed^ 
To view it as a stratagem was led ; 
Says to his servants, '* I'll relate to you. 
Just what the crafty Syrians have in view ; 
They know our hunger we can scarce endure, 
And would our army from the city lure. 
They from the camp in policy are gone, 
Into the fields to hide themselves withdrawn ; 
When we come out this will by them be done, 
They'll seize on us, and in the city run." 

They, on consulting, mounted two bold men 
On two of their poor chariot horses then. 
And they forthwith were by the monarch sent. 
To find which way the Syrian army went. 
These active scouts pursuM without delay. 
As far as Jordan, and they found the way 
Was full of clothes, and other things that nighty 
The Syrians scatter'd, in their doleful flight. 

So they returned in haste, and told the king*^ 
The glorious news made hopeless hearts to skig ; 
The minds of all the citizens elate. 
At this deliv Vance, sudden, strange and great 

26 * 
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The joyful people went without delay, 
Forth to the camp, to seize upoo the prey ; 
Great riches found, and in their hunger sore, 
Provisions choice, a most abundant store. 
This they with joy collected, and behold! 
A measure of fine flour, that day, was sold 
For one stnall shekel, in the plenty great. 
And measures two of barley, at that rate, 
According to the very gracious word, - 
ProclairaM by good Elisha from the Lord. 

That these choice stores might not embezzled be, 
And the great crowd be from disorder free ; 
The king appointed that ungodly peer, 
Who slighted the prediction of the seer, 
To keep good order at the city gate. 
Thro' which they took the booty very great. 
The multitude distressed with hunger sore. 
Impatient to come at the precious store. 
Together rush'd, regardless of the word. 
They in the gate trod on and kilFd that lord. 
And tho' he saw the great and wondrous good^ 
As was foretold, he tasted not the food. 
And this just judgment came by beav'ns decre^. 
Not only for his incredulity. 
But his contempt of the most gracious word^ 
Spoke by the holy prophet of the Lord. 

Altho^ Samaria, by this siege and strait. 
Was most afflicted with the utmine great. 
Yet all the land of Israel, it appears, 
Felt it effects, at least, for seven years* 
Of which Llisha by a true foresight, 
Gave notice to bis friebd the Shunamite, 
Who had this prophet, with regard unfeign'i^ 
Some time before so kindly ejatertain'd — 
She whose dear son, when lifeless on the bed^ 
He, to her joy recover'il from the dead. 
He gave thii^ godly woman counsel good,^ 
To go with all her household where she could.. 
And to sc^oum until the famine sore, /* 

Sboukl 'm ibe land of Israel be o^ev. ». "^ 
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Sbe thus inforni'd a famiae would be sent, 
Into the land of the Philistines went, 
With all her household, there she made a stand, 
While this distress was in her native land. 

The famine o'er, she then returned again, 
f'ound she could not her property obtain. 
Her house and fields by others were possess'd, 
Who would not listen to her when distress'd* 
To court she went on the important things 
Her just complaint to lay before the king. 
Tlie monarch she in conversation found 
With the old servant of the seer renowuM, 
Gehazi nam'd, who at the king^s desire, 
UetaiPd to him the wonders we admire ; 
The miracles that made Elisha shine, 
Perform'd when aided by a powV divine. 
}le in his strange narration to the king, 
Was just relating one important thing, 
That once a body, lifeless on the bed, 
Was rais'd by that great prophet from the dead. 
That instant, lo ! the woman, and her son . 
On whom this wondrous miracle was done, 
Came in and stood before the monarch great, 
And him petition'd for the lost estate. 
•' My lord O king ! Gehaii then exclaim'd, 
This is the woman, I this moment nam^d, 
And this her son, of whom in truth I said,. 
The seer EHsha raised him from the dead l^' 
Now this fell out most optportunely there ; 
And happily for this afflicted fair ; 
For if the heedful, and the wond*ritig king, 
Wascharm'd with the relation of the thing-*^ 
He now was so affected with a sense 
Of the o'erruHng, gracious Providence, 
That had indeed another wonder wrought, 
The woman and heson before him brought^ 
Whereby he had a real chance to view. 
What some migM think more marvellous than true ; 
One who was rais'd when cold and void of breath- 
Reanimated f^oxo tlie sleep of death, 



3D8 ELIJAH AND ELISRA* 

The king thisn to inquire for her saw meet, 
And bad the thing confirni'd to him complete. 
The monarch gave an officer command, 
^STo place her in possession of her land, 
Her dwelling house and whole estate once more, 
And all the profits of the same restore 
To her complete, from time she went away, 
From her possessions, to that very day. 

Benhadad, who was reigning Syria o'er. 
Fell sick of a disorder that was sore, .^ 
And hearing that the celebrated seer 
Was in Damascus, to him very near, 
He bid Hazael, his attendant great, 
To take a present, and to go in state ; 
To meet the prophet, was his pure desire. 
That he by him, might of the Lord inquire. 
If he should be deliver'd from his pain. 
And any more his state of health regain ? 
The herald listen'd to the monarch's choice, 
Took of the things held in Damascus choice, 
A royal present forty camels* load. 
And went with them to meet the man of God. 
A present fitter for a prince to make^ 
Than for a prophet of the Lord to take. 
So he forthwith, unto Elisha came, 
And then addressed him in the monarch's n^me: 
*' Thy son Benhadad, who o'er Syria reigns, 
Is now distressed with sickness aut^ with pains, 
And hath to thee in his affliction sent. 
To ask of Him, who is omnipotent — 
Him who into futurity can see. 
If I shall from this sore disease be free ?" 
Elisba answer'd, " go the monarch tell,. 
That he again may certainly be well ; 
And yet the Lord, the majesty on high. 
Hath shown to me that he shall sd^ely die.'' 
This may appear a contradiction quite, 
Yet there is none, when comprehended right. 
The former section of this answer plain, 
That be his health may certainly regain^ 
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The nature of his case related to, 
Which was not mortal, in the prophet's view y 
But certaioly might be by him endur'd, / 

And with the care that was essential curM. 
The latter portion of the seer's reply, 
Which is, the monarch shall most surely di^, 
Related to his foresight of the thing, 
Hazael's perfidy against the king, 
That he would slay him for his own renown, 
To gain himself accession to the crown. 
The sense of this, and the true prophet's vieiar 
Of mischief he the Israelites would do. 
Then caus'd Elisha silent to remain. 
And look upon him with an air of pain, 
Until Ha%ael was asham'd tis said. 
And sad Elisha was to weeping led. 
By which the prince was in his feelings try'd, 
" Why weepeth now my lord ?" he gently cried— 
" I know said he, by an unerring view, 
The evil thou to Israel will do ! ' 
For their 'strong hoW* ihou'Vilt in ruins lay^- 
Their young men with the sword of vengeance slay- 
Wilt clash the children from their mother's car«, 
And have no mercy onthe^ ieoder fair V^ 
He could not bear this from the prophet fam'4, 
But in his great astonishment exclaim-d, 
" What is thy servant, but a dog in view ! 
That he so great and vile a thing should do ?^ 
Thus show'd abhorrence, to a great degree. 
Of this so dire an inhumanity ; 
And wonder'd that the prophet could believe^ 
That he could things of magnitude achieve. 
''The Lord hath shown me, said the seer agaiti^j 
That thou wilt over Syria's kingdom reign.'^ 

Away he went then to the troubled king, 
And made a wrong report about the thing : 
.Infqrm'd him thus, " the prophet told me plaiii,^ 
That thou thy health should certainly regain." 
But a thick cloth he took next day, tis said^ 
And iiaving dipt it in the water, spread 
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It o'er the monarch's face so tight, he died, 
Amidst his glory and aspiring pride. 
Hazael, when they saw the king was dead, 
Was crown'd, and reign'd o'er Syria in bis stead. 

Elisha callM to pay attention, one 
Of those young men, they term'd a prophet's son : 
Said to him, ^ take this box of oil, and lo ! 
Thou shah with it to Ramoth-Gilead go : 
When there arriv'd, look out for one of fame. 
Son of Jehoshaphat, Jehu by name ; 
And when thou hast of him obtain'd a sight, 
Into an inner chamber him invite, 
Then pour this oil upon the young man's bead. 
And this by thee must unto him be said-— 
Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee, 
A monarch over Israel to be. 
When this is done, thou must without delay. 
Unclose the door, and from him come away.'' 
With this instruction, he the young man sent, 
•Who forthwith unto Ramoth-Gilead went, 
Where he the captains of the army founds- 
In an apartment they were sitting round. 
TiiC VQunff man made to step among them free, 
Said^** captain, I've an emndwrn ie tbe^" 
As no one's name was mention'd by the seer, 
" To which of us, said Jehu, who are here !*" 
The prophet unto Jehu then reply'd, 
* To thee, O captain I" I would speak aside. 
To this he gained young Jehu's free consent. 
Who with him to an inner chamber went : 
The prophet pour'd the oil upon his head, 
And then proceeding with his message said, 
Thus saith the Lord, 1 have anointed thee, 
A monarch over Israel to be ; 
And thou thy master Ahab's house shall smite, 
That I may my true prophet's blood requite, 
And blood of all my servants in the land — 
Avenge it at proud Jezebel's own band. 
1 will cut off, 1 now declare to thee, 
All that vile king and queen^s posterity. 
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And Ahab^s house Pll make like one before, 
. Like Jeroboam's who are nomr no more ; 
And like king Baasba's, who gross evil wrought, 
Whose race likewise were to extinction brought. 
And dogs the flesh of Jezebel shall eat, 
When she lies lifeless in Jezreel's street. 
That sinner who was over Israel crown'd. 
And there shall none to bury her be found.** 
And when the youthful prophet thus had said, 
He as directed by his mast<T fled. 

Upon this passage we may take a view, 
That though Elisha, who was great and true, 
A young man sent forth on a theme of weight — 
Upon an errand of importance great : 
He accurate instruction to him gave, 
How be throughout the action should behave, 
When he for monarch was anointing one, 
And his escape, as soon as that was done. 
Tet what was said, on the important thing. 
For which bold Jehu was appointed king ; 
That is, to raise him to a potent place- 
Authority to cut off Ahab's race ; 
That part doth not by sacred writ appear, 
To be dictated by the elder seer ; 
But rather we the messenger might view. 
Although but young, himself a prophet too. 
That ije receiv'd, on Ahab's dread reward, 
Immediately his message from the Lord. 

Jehu's companions very anxious were 
To know the youthful prophet's errand there. 
They wish'd to know if all indeed was well, 
And press'd him what the message was to tell. 
Though first reluctant, he at length made free^ 
These were he said the prophet's words to me : 
<^ Thus saith the Lord, thee to the crown I'll bring, 
I now anoint thee over Israel king." 

As soon as that was sounded in their ear, 
They seem'd as if they car'd no more to hear : 
With great rejoicing, and the trumpet's ring, 
O'er Israel's kingdom they proclaiou'd him kinf • 
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When this was done, he with a prudent minc^ 
The captains into counsel took we find. 
'* If it consistent with your views appear. 
Said he, let none go from the city here, 
To carry tidings to Jezreei tonday :" 
Where Jorani, Israel's present monarch lay, 
To be reliev'd, or heal'd of wounds then sorc^ \ 

That he rcceiv'd, not very long before, . 
In an engagement with the Syrian host, 
Of which, in fact, he nothing had to boast. 
And thither also Ahaziah went, 
The king of Judah — this was his intent, 
To visit Joram, with a tender care, 
While he lay wounded, in affliction there. 

When Jehu found he must the sceptre sway, 
He for Jezreei set out without delay ; 
Concluding in his valour then to rise, 
And there to take the monarch by surprise. 
While he march'd on, with all his retinue, 
And came to where the city was in view, 
The watchmen from the^owV of Jezreei saw 
A company toward the city draw- 
As soon as this he from the city spy'd, 
" Behold ! there comes a band of men," he cried. 
The tidings of this unexpected thing, 
W as soon related to the wounded king. 
A horseman take and send without delay. 
Was his command, and meet them on the way, 
And query of them in the monarch's name, 
if they in peace then to the city came ? 
On this direction of the king, a man, 
On horseback, swiftly forth to Jehu ran ; 
And ask'd him in the king of Israel's name, 
If he to them in peace and friendship came. 
" Pray, What hast thou to do with peace this day ? 
Said Jehu ; turn behind me on the way." 
The watchman, who the horseman's motion spy'd, 
On seeing this, he from the towV cried» 
" The messenger rode to the men amain, 
But he returns not to us back again." ii 
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Clin this the king another horseman sent^ 
Who with great speed, to this new monarch went. 
And ask'd, if he came with a peaceful view ? 
'* Pray what hast thou at all with peace to do ? 
Turn now behind me," said the bold Jehu. 
The watchman told, as he had done before, 
'* The man went to them, but returns no more ; 
Their driving seems like Jehu's mode indeed, 
For they come on with his surprising speed." 
On this the king call'd to his servants there. 
Told them forthwith his chariot to prepare. 
And Israel's king, to give his ride a zest, 
Took Ahaziah, then his royal guest. 
Each monarch rode in his own chariot then, 
And forth they went to meet the band of men. 

As wisdom led, which brings great wonders round, 
They met upon the very spot of ground, 
That Ahab took, by cruelty and might. 
From Naboth) the poor murder'd Jezreelite. 
As soon as Joram near to Jehu came, 
The question that he ask'd him was the same ; 
**ls it peace Jehu i^^ wqs the monarch's cry — 
And he receivM from hiin this rough reply : 
•* What peace ! may we not tell of peace in vain, 
While thy vile mother Jezebel doth reign f 
'Tis vanity indeed for peace to wait, 
fier lewdness and her witchcrafts are so great*" 
By this bold answer Israel's monarch knew, 
That Jehu had some fatal plan in view : 
And thinking he a better chance would stand, 
To trust his heels than wield his sword in hand, 
He cry'd out, in his great alarm and fear, 
" There's treachery, O Ahaziah, here !" 
As soon as this was by the monarch said. 
He turnM his back, and in great terror fled. 
But had not time to many paces go, 
Ere Jehu drew, with all his strength a bow> 
From which he let an ari^ow dy so smart, 
It penetrated Joram at the heart : 
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He in his chariot instanlly sunk down : 
So ended Joram's life without renown. 

When Jehu saw that Israel's king was dead, 
He cooNy to his captain Bidkar said, 
*^ Take up the body, cast it from our sights 
Into the portion of the Jezreelite : 
For recollect how on a former day, 
When thou and I were riding on the way, 
Behind his father Ahab, when he sway 'd, 
The Lord on him this heavy burden laid : 
lyesterday beheld a scen^ of woe, 
T:he blood of Naboth and his sons to flow. 
I will therefore, said he whose ways are right, 
Thee in this very plat of ground requite. 
Let him I say, be cast upon this land, 
According to the high, divine command. 

When Ahaziah, who was Judah's king, 
Saw -this alarming and distressing thing, 
Forthwith toward the garden house he fled, 
And Jehu follow'd after him and said, 
" That monarch also in his chariot smite.*^ 
This was indeed an unavailing flight — 
He sorely wounded, from the doleful strife^ 
Fled to Megiddo, where he closM his life. * 
He to Jerusalem was forthwith conveyM, 
Where he was with his predecessors laid. 
^Tis said, this, king's destruction was of God, 
Who laid on him for wickedness the rod. 

Jehu pursuM his course and his intent, 
And to the city of Jezreel went. 
On his arrival Jezebel the queen. 
Thought she would boldly let herself be seen ; 
That down she would not be by Jehu cast. 
But would hold up her grandeur to the last. 
To paint her face she was most vainly led, 
And in great splendour dress'd her lofty head ? 
And as bold Jehu entered at the gate, 
She from a window look'd at him in state-— 
And with an air that certainly defy'd, 
"Had Zimri peace, who slew his roaster £" cry'd;* 
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He then took'd up asd of her had a view : 

" Who's on my sid«e — who will, said he, be true?" 

There look'd out then some persons, two or three ; 

He gave them orders, " throw her down," said he. 

His word was law, they readily obey'd, 

And threw her down— here end^d her parade. 

Some of her blood, occasion 'd by the fall, 

Was sprinkled on the horses and the wall. 

This was perform^ almost as soon as said> 

He trod upon her then till she was dead* 

This execution done to Jehu's-mind, 

He went within, and ate and drank, we find. 

Then recollected Jezebel, once grand, 

To some of his attendants gave command^ 

^' Go now and after this cursM woman see, 

And let her in the tomb be laid, said he; 

An end like this will her connexions sting ; 

~She is indeed the daughter of a king." 

When they came where they left her in the street, 

They only found her skull, her hands and feet — 

The dogs, when they with hunger were distress*d| 

Jiad found her there, and eaten up the rest. 

Report of this was soon, to Jehu made, 
l^y those who him as monarch now obey'd. 
This is, said he, according to the wordi 
That in time past, was spoken by the Lord, 
I *y his true servant, with his spirit led, 
'J'iie great and good Elijah, when he said, 
*' In Jezreel's portion (in the open street) 
The dogs the flesh of Jezebel shall eat. 
Her corpse shall be (so the decree was seal'd) 
As dung upon the surface of the field — 
No one hereafter of this queen shall tell. 
That here lies the rertains of Jezebel." 

Behold, the potent, with their plans of woe, 
Sometimes oppress the innocent and low : 
When He who is the majesty of all. 
Takes hold in judgment, human pride must fall ! 

Thus died ^his queen in horror and distress, 
Notorious jfor Xj^e grossest wickedness. 
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And for the judgnjent that did her attend ; 

That brought her to this doleful wretched end. 

Her name has hateful been in evVy age, 

A^ well as^iateful in .the sacred page. 

Her * name was us'd, as by the text appears, 

Since her decease, perhaps a thousand years j 

Obscurely to, (as is the plain intent) 

The greatest of seducers represent — 

The most intriguing lewd idolatress, 

That did the early christian church distress. 

King Jehu, as the sacred penmen tell, 
Destroyed Baal out of Israel ; 
His zeal and close attention to the cause, 
In executing of the heav'nly laws. 
The judgments on the wicked Ahab's race. 
Were such as drew upon him heav'nly grace j 
And so with wisdom that^s divine avail'd, 
The crown awhile, was on his race entail'd. 
" Since thou," to Jehu said the holy one, 
*' In my own eyes so faithfully hast done; 
Thy children the ascendency shall gain ; 
To the fourth offspring shall o'er Israel reign." 

Of Jehu this by sacred writ appears, 
He reign'd o'er Israel eight and twenty years. 
And that, when this undaunted king was dead, 
Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. 
The Israelites were thro' his days distress'd. 
And greatly by the Syrian king oppressed. 
Hazael did Jehoahaz reduce, 
He left but fifty horsemen for his use;' 
And lo ! of chariots he could raise but ten ; 
Ten thousand footmen, that were fighting meat 
He by the Syrians dolefully was press'd ; 
In frequent battles they destroy'd the rest. 

The seer renown'd, Elisha, it appears. 
Was living yet, tho' far advanced in years : 
He liv^d with painful sorrow to behold, 
The Syrian cruelty, that he foretold. 

»>Bev. ii. 20. 
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ff when he saw this, by a tnetital view, 

Tt from him tears, in flowing showers drew ; 

How must he feel when Israel's land was storm'd, 

And he beheld it woefully petform'df/ 

This consolation did bis close attend, 

That be foresaw and told the joyful end. 

For when young Joash came to Israel's crown^. , 

(Son of this king who died without renown) 

To visit the good prophet he was led, 

Who then was fallen sick upon brs bed. 

This was the illness that upon him lay, 

That took him from the toils of life away. 

The king came to him with a heart sincere; 

In depth of feeling wept upon the seer — 

BewaiPd the loss to all who there abode, 

Of this great prophet;' — holy rtian of God; . 

Who by forewarnings when Was danger great, 

And wholesome counsels to the church and stat^v 

And ardent prayers, that were availing found, 

Was as a bulws^rk to the nation round. 

" Alas, alas ! my father, he exclaim'd. 

Chariot of Israel, and the horseman fam'd!" 

By which he might, wlien thus with love endu'd^. 

To an expression similar allude, 

Us'd long before, by this devoted seer, 

At the departure of his master dear. 

The seer reviving, he distinctly knew. 
Propitious heaven had gracious good in view ;: 
That 'twas determined by this very king,. 
The Israelites ^from Syria's yoke to bring. 
The prophet then unto the monarch spake,. 
Now in thy hand a bow and ari^ows take. 
The king, as he was by .the prophet taught,. 
A bow and arrows quickly to hiiA br'ought^. 
The seer was furtheit by the king bbey'd ;. 
His hand to draw upon the bow he laid ;. 
The seer his hands laid on the king's^ thatso,. 
They both together then migh^ draw the bows,- 
The window eastward, now said he uaclosej. 
And sboot toward afflicted Israel'fr foe&. 
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Which when heM done, the prophet said with weight, 

** The arrow of the Lord^s deliv'rance great— 

The arrow of a sweet release from those, 

Who long have been poor IsraePs cruel foes ! 

For lo [ in Aphek thou indeed shalt smite^ 

The Syrians till thou hast consuniM them quite.'' 

The prophet further to the monarch spake^ 

The other arrows from the quiver take, 

And smite the ground ; the king forthwith obey'd, 

Tet smote but thrice, and then his hand he stayed. 

The seer at this was to displt:asure led. 

Thou should'st have smitten, he to Joash said, 

Five or six times : thou would'st have then annoy'd 

The Syrian host, until they were destroyM ; 

Whereas, in future battles thou shalt fight, 

The Syrian army thou but thrice shalt smite." 

Yet by thrice smiting, he such victory's gain'd^ 

The Syrians peaceful aftierwards remain'd. 

For lo ! the Lord in his compassion great, 

On Israel lookM in their afflicted state ; 

Once more respect to this tried people paid, 

Because of his sure covenant he made. 

With Abraham, Isaac, and with Jacob too ; 

Fpr sake of whom, as by the text we view. 

He vvould not give the dire, divine command, 

Yet to exclude them from the proraisM land. 

King Joash, when Hazael was no more. 
Beat his successor ia three battles sore ; 
Regained the cities, while he bore the sway, 
Hazael took from Israel away. 

£liisha the great debt of nature paid, 
And ia the lofiely, sUent grave was laid. 
Awhile from the departure of the seer, 
Aaother man was to be buried near 
The sepulchre, where he some time had lain^ 
The people who attended, spy'd with pain^ 
Toward them coming soldiers in a band : 

iThe Moabites invaded then the land) 
i^ach man on his own safety more intent^ 
Than the solemnity, on which they went, 
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They cast the body in great haste and fear, • 
Into the tomb of this illustrious Iseer. 
As soon as was the man that then was dead, 
Let down and touched Elisha's bones, tis said, 
His spirit came to its external seat, 
LiO ! he reviv'd and stood upon his feet ! 
This miracle, oit this great seer benign,, 
Stampt on his life an honour that's divine, 
And tended greatly to increase his fame — 
Immortalize the holy prophet's name. 
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In days of old were prophets fafse and true— 
Among the latter we may Jonah view. 
The ancient Hebrews, says a noted one, 
Assert that Jonah ^as the widow's son. 
Whom famM Elijah (by true wisdom led, 
That pow'rful prophet) rais'd to life when deadi 

To Jo^h was revealed the saered word 
Of Him who of the universe is lord : 
** Arise and go to Nineveh, said he,. 
And cry against it whati charge to thee ;. 
Their sins before roe now are very great," 
For which most direful judgments them await. 

This was the greatest city in the landj . 
The royal seat of the Assyrians grand. ' 
'Twas very ancient^ as is understood, 
Built not long siivce the universal flood, 
By Nimrod^ who was Noah's gieat grandson. 
At his command, by whom gi-eat th'mgs were done. 
Enlarg'd by NJnus,one of ancient fame. 
And from (his monarch said to take its name. 

This city was most surely very great, 
^Twag fifty miles in circuit, authors state. 
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The sacred text delivers this as true, 
That Nineveh was three days journey thrcfagb : 
And populous — ^within its mighty bound, 
Were more than sixscore thousand persons found, 
Who were eciips'd in understanding bright — 
They did not know the left hand from th6 right. 
Which by translators who are sound and good, 
In geuVal is of infants understood. 

To this so great and populous a place. 
Containing such a very wicked race. 
To go was frightful to the humble seer 
Upon a message that he view'd severe. 
I ndeed, the trial was so great a one, 
Ue thought he would from the Lord's presence ruD. 
He scarcely knew which way to turn or take, 
It seemed bis mental faculties to shake. 
So he to Joppa went directly down, 
A Mediterranean trading sea-port town. 
He found a vessel bound to Tarshish there, 
And went on board, when he had paid the fara 
To go to Tarshish, thinking thus to run. 
From Him who is the omnipresent one. 
He, in his fear, forgot he could not fly, 
Nor hide himself from the all-seeing eye. 
This soon the prophet, to his sorrow found. 
When he beheld a scene of terror round : 
For io ! the Lord, against whom he had sinned 
Displeased therewith, sent forth a mighty wind, 
And there was t»uch a tempest in the sea, 
The ship was likely broken soon to be. 
The mariners at this were sore afraid. 
And ev'ry man cry'd to his God and pray'd* 
Their labour then they actively bestow'd. 
To light the ship of its unwieldy load ; 
Their lives from death, if possible, to free, 
They cast the cargo in the raging sea. 
And when the anxious sailors to that end. 
Did down the vessefs trembling side descend,. 
Though almost swallowed in the dreary deep, 
Behold! they there found Jouah fa^tftsleep. 
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TBe captain rous'd him — in hi^ wonder spake^ 
" What meanest thou O sleeper ? now awake i 
Arise and call upon thy God that we 
May not be swaliow'd in the mighty sea.*' 
They got him up, and soon they all agreed, 
To cast the lot, that they might know indeed, 
Which was the person that, among them all. 
Had caus'd this evil on the crew to fall. 
So they cast lots, and wonderful to tell. 
The lot upon the prophet Jonah fell ! . 

Then said they to him, " pray to us relate 
What is the cause of all this evil great ? 
Thine occupation we should wish to know. 
Whence comest thou and whither wouldst thou go ^ 
Thy native country now to us declare, 
And tell us truly who thy people are." 

So he the truth unfolded to their view : 
** I am, says he, a Hebrew, or a Jew j 
I fear the Lord (who can all powers command,) 
The God of heav'n who made the sea and land." 
To tell them plainly he was further led, 
How from the presence of the Lord he fled. 
All this before them he with candour laid — 
The men were then exceedingly afraid : 
" Why hast thou thus, said they to Jonah, done ? 
Why didst thou from thy master's presence run^ 
Tell us what we shall now inAict on thee,^ 
That there m^y be a calm upion the sea ?" 
For lo ! the rolling billows, in their view, 
Still more tempestuous and alarming grew^ 
In answer to them, " take me up, said he, 
And cast me forthwith in the briny sea; 
When I am swallow'd by the raging main, 
There then shall be a pleasing calm again J^ 
For well I know, that this is very true, 
For my own sake, this tempest is on you." 

Poor Jonah's frank confession of his state^ 
Impressed the sailors with compassion great : 
Though by his means was their afliictiou sore; 
They w.ere extremely loath to throw him o'e**. 
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And hard tti^^y row'd to save tlie ship and crew — 
Which, when at length they found they could not do- 
That all their great exertions were but nought, 
The mighty tempest so against them wrought, 
Unto the Lord they rais'd their anxious cry— ^ 
To the true God who is the soy'reign high— 
The God who both the sea and land had made-^ 
He whom poor Jonah thus had disobey'd. 
** O Lord ! to thee our humble pray'r we make, 
Let us not perish for this person^s sake. 
We now beseech, to thee U Lord ] we pray, 
No blood on us that's innocent to lay, 
If now to save us from destruction, we 
Are forced to cast thy servant in the sea ; 
For thou, O Lord ! omnipotent and wise, 
Hast done as was most pleasing in thine eyes.*' 

When they had spoken to the King that's great, 
That they might bis displeasure deprecate ; 
For doing this, against their own accord, 
Unto an erring servant of the Lord, 
They took up Jonah (them from death to free) 
With deep reluctance cast him the sea. 
Then ceasM the raging tempest of t^ie main-r— 
The sea was calm'd, and they had joy again. 
The sense of their deliv'rance was so great, 
Wrought by the powV that did the world create, 
They felt like men from fix'd destruction freed. 
They fearM the liord exceedingly indeed : 
To the Great Being, awful in their eyes, 
They then made vows, and offer'd sacrifice. 

Although it pleas'd Him, who the billows stay'd, 
To punish Jonah, who had dis<$1^ey'd ^ 
Yet in his judgment, in the scene of need, 
Lo ! he remember'd mercy great indeed : 
Which did not to afflicted Jonah fail—* 
He sent a fish, our Saviour calls a whale* * 
Which then was running by the vessel near, 
And at that moment swallow'd up the seer ! 

♦Mat.xii.4p. 
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There Jonah lay, remote from all dettghts, 
Within the fish, three doleful days and nights : 
A type of Him who came the world to save, 
'Who the like- time was in the lonely grave. 
While Jonah lay within the pit profound, 
This living prison, moving dungeon bound. 
He pray'd to God, with a roost ardent wish, 
Out of the gloomy belly of the fish. 
What he then pray'd, in living humble cries, 
And his souls deep and ardent exercise, 
To Him whose powV alone cojuld give him ease 
The seer recounteil hi some words like these. 
** I to the Lord, in^ my affliction cried. 
And lo ! he heard me, and with grace supply'd. 
I pray'd out of the belly of the grave-— 
Thou heardst my voice, who hast the pow^r to save. 
Lo ! thou hast cast poor disobedient me 
Into the deep, amidst the mighty sea ! 
The awful floods encompass'd my poor soul ; 
Thou caus'd thy billows over me to roll. 
In my affliction — long and doleful night, 
I said alas ! I'm driven from thy sight : 
Tet I will surely from the depth of pain, 
Toward thy holy temple look again. 
Lo ! I was in the migbty waters bound, 
E'en to the soul they compassed me around. 
The depth enclos'd, when from thy presence fled, 
Behold the weeds were wrapt about my head. 
Down to the bottom of the mountains high 
I went, and lo ! to God I rais'd my cry. 
The pond'rous earth, witl^all.her bars were o'er, 
Seem'd to surround my soul for evermore. 
Yet thou, O Lord ! my God to whom I sought. 
My life up from corruption's valley brought. 
When I was .faint, ray soul^ndeed undone, 
Lo ! I rememberM thee, the Mighty One ; 
The God of pow'r and of eternal fame-^ 
My prayV within thy holy temple came. 
Those who seek joy in vanity and lies. 
Forsake thy love, and mercy tbey despise. ' 
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But I ivill sacrifice to thee alone, 
Who reigns upon thy everlasting throne — 
And with a heart of true thanksgiving free^ 
1^11 pay the vows that I have made to thee. 
Let all the people of the earth accord. 
Salvation only is of thee, the Lord." 
When Jo«ah thus had undergone his doom, 
Of three days bondage, in the dreary tomb, 
Behold ! the fish receivM the high command, 
To vomit Jonah out upon the land. 
So Jonah was discharg'd upon the shore, 
By heaven set at liberty once more. 

Freed from confinement and his night of pain. 
The Lord's pure word to Jonah came again. 
Said, '^ rise and go (thou must no longer wait) 
To Nineveh the ancient and the great, 
Declare my message to the people free, 
And preach to them what I dictate, to thee." 

For disobedience he had suffered sore, 
So he oppos'd the sacred voice no more, 
But went apace the way that he was sent. 
Forthwith to ancient Nineveh he went. 
When he had enterM this great city fam'd, 
Near one day's journey he to them proclaim^, 
" Yet forty days poor Nineveh shall groan, 
For her great wickedness be overthrown." 

In this short sentence clearly we behold, 
The substance -of the judgment he foretold ; 
Yet to conclude tis not at all absurd, 
That he preach'd more than this alarming word. 
Both for conviction of the people there, 
In laying of their great transgressions bare, 
To manifest to every Ninevite. 
That the dire judgment he denounc'd was rights 
And exhortation that they might repent, 
And so escape the judgment to be sent. 

The Nineyiles, however, him received — 
That his dread message was from God believ'd,. 
And they proclaimM that there a fast should be, 
And put on sackcloth by the king's decree— 
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Gave tokens of repentance and distress — 
Humiliation for theii^ wickedness. 
The Lord, in mercy did their prayers receive-, 
And from the sentence granted a reprieve. 
A trial new this brought upon the seer, 
And trouble that divested him of cheer, 
Who hereupon, discovered (as we find) 
Another great infirmity of mind. 
To Nineveh he ruin had proclaimM, 
And the set time for her destruction nam^d : 
This on his spirits very deeply wrought ; 
God's clemency in sparing them he thought 
Would sure subject him to the censure here, 
Of having been a quite erroneous seer : 
And he upon his reputation stood, 
Firm as a prophet that was true and good. 
He thought that this in fact would be impair'd, 
If, after all great Nineveh wasspar'd. 
And ibr these reasons he w^as sorely try^d, 
Was much displeas'd and deeply mortifi'd ; 
Like one indeed who felt himself oppressed, 
He thus the Power that's infinite addressed : 
f' Was not this my true saying of thy grace, 
O Lord ! when I was in my native place ? 
Therefore it was that I astray was led, 
A,nd from thy |[yresence unto Tarshish fled. 
For well i know thou art a gracious God, 
And merciful and slow to use the rod. 
Thou wilt from those who have transgressed thy law, . 
By true repentance, thy dread hand withdraw. 
Therefore, O Lord ! I thee beseech this day. 
That thou would take my wretched life away. 
Be pleasM this once to grant me my request, 
rd better die than thus to live distressed." 
The Lord for this reprovM him gently quite, 
Ask'd him, " if he did to be angry right .'*" 
Forthwith the prophet from the city went, 
He had let in a murmVing discontent. 
A booth upon the eastern side he made, 
Try'd for himself to find a cooling shade. 

28 
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And there he lonely sat to see the fate 
or Nineveh the ancient and the great. 
His discontent had made him partly blind — 
He now was so unsettled in lu& mind, 
That he could not at all distinctly know. 
If God would spare, or Nineveh o'erthrow. 

The Lord resolv'd who saw the prophet's pain. 
To give to Jonah a conviction plain, 
That he to self was partially inclined — 

^ To Nineveh lack'd pity in his mind, 
PreparM a gourd that lively grew and spread, 
And made a shadow o'er the prophet's head. 
That he might be delivered from his grief; 
Uight gain from the sun's scorching beams relief. 
What this gourd was that over Jonah grew, 
Most probably, none can inform us true : 
It has afforded matter of debate 
To many persons of an ancient date. 
^Tis said some take it for a desart vine*-— 
A wild cucumber, some to this incline. 
Suppos'd to be a pumpkin by a few, 
Or a palmetto over Jonah grew. 
Whate'erof it might be the propername, 
A leafy plant o'er Jonah doubtless came. 
Of which he was, in his affliction, glad ; 
Tet joy was transient, he again was sad. 
Although the Lord still for the prophet carM, 
Yet he next day by morning light prepar'd 
A worm that gnaw'dthe prophet's favourite. 
And soon was vv^itber'd yesterday's delight. 

When the sun rose and made the heat prevail, 
The Lord prepar'd and sent an eastern gale. 
Which with the sun's most penetrating heat, 
So fiercely on the head of Jonah beat. 
He fainting, seem'd to his departure fiigh, 
And wish'd not only in himself to die. 
But said in his anxiety again, 
" lleath is far better than a life of pain." 

* The Lord then mildly ask'd the seer to* tell, 
If to be angry thus was doing well ? 
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He» in displeasure, made this short reply, 
To him who rules in mstjesty on high r 
" Yes I do well this day to angry be, 
Altho' it might be unto death to me." 

Then came the force strong reasoning would afibrdv 
"Thou, said the Lord, hadst pity on the gourd, 
For which thou hast not (as thou well dost know) 
LabourM at all, nor could'st thou make it grow — 
Which came up and o'^erspread titee in a night, 
Yet perish'd soon, and vanish'd from thy sight* 
Should I not §pare, in mercy that is free. 
The great repenting city Nineveh, 
Where more than six^core thousand persons dwell, 
Who can't the right hand from the other teH r" 

Thus far I have attended on the seer : 
The book of Jonah ends abruptly here ; 
And nothing there is further of him found, 
Nor of the city Nineiieh renowu'd. 

HISTORY OF ESTHER, QUEEN OF PERSIA. 



Ahasuerus, Persian king, well known. 
In hb third year upon the royal throne, 
A splendid feast for all his princes made. 
And ruling servants, with a great parade, 
The powV of Persia and of Media great, 
The governors and nobles of each state. 
He had to such a pitch of powV attained. 
O'er provinces sixscore and sev'n he reign'd— ^ 
To show his wealth, and his great honour raise, 
This noble feast continued ninescore days. 
When this was clos'd he gave another call. 
He made a. feast for people great and small, 
Peculiarly the royal bounty flowed. 
To Shushan city, all who there abode. 



Sm ESTHER. 

This latter reait was by the king^s decree, 
Most nobly kept seven days saccessively ; 
The garden court was with the people thronged. 
That to the royal palace then belonged. 
The entertainment was, with great delight, 
Beneath pavillions green, and blue, and white ; 
These were secured in an extensive line, 
With cords of purple and of linen fine, 
In richest mode, to shining silver rings, 
In marble pillars, rich enough for kings. 
The tables also, in the grandest plight, 
Were made of gold, and silver polish'd bright, 
On marble pavements that were rich and fine, 
Of red and blue, and white and black to shine. 

Here they had wine abundantly bestowM, 
From the king's cellars, like a stream, it flowed. 
The wine was round in golden vessels brought. 
Each difPring from the other they were wrought 
All to display (which was with cost immense) 
This mighty monarch's great magnificence. 

Tho' they did wine in such abundance draw, 
The drinking was according to the law. 
Which made a rule that no one, great or small. 
Should be corapelPd, or press'd to drink at all ; 
The king had given his command at large. 
To the presiding oflicers a charge, 
That e\^ry person in the flow of wine, 
Should drink as'his own pleasure should incline. 

The queen likewise, they Vashti call'd'by name, 
To show her grandeur, and increase her fame, 
Prepar'd a banquet for the Shushan fair. 
Just like th^ monarch's enttTtainmeut there ; 
Her guests well fill'd (wJiere they might feast and si ng) 
The royal house belonging to the king. 

On the last day, the seventh of the treat, 
He who adornM the grand imperial seat, 
Was somewhat merry in his heartwlth wine, 
That flow'd so freely from the Persian vine, 
Sent forth his seven chamberlains, tD bring 
Queen Vashti in the presence of tb^Jiing; 
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Adorned with the crown royal on her head, 
That he might show her, he was proudly led, 
To ail the princes and the people there, 
She was, indeed, a beauty very rare. 
But whether she coneeivM the project rude, 
To be by such a vast assembly view'd.jj^^ . r 
Or whet4?er in the joy of feajsting, she 
Had tasted the delicious wine too free. 
The cause we cannot clearly understand. 
But she refus'd to come at his command. 
This'high offence, and in such public view,. 
The monarch in so great a passien^ threw. 
That he in his resentment deep and great. 
Consulted his priirie counsellors of state, 
What ought to be inflicted on the queen^ 
For her austere refusal to be seen f 

Memucan highly her misconduct blam'd, 
The last of his seven princes, as they Ve nam'dv 
A married person, as we may suppose, 
To speak his mind, first from his seat arose : 
Said he discern'd with reason clear and strong,. 
She had not to the king alone done wrong ; 
But to the princes ruling at the helm. 
And all the people in the monarch's realm. 
When this queen's deed shall thro' the land be known^ 
Done to the king who sits upon the throne^ — 
That she who is with royal robes array'd, 
The orders of the monarch disobey'd; 
The females twill by her example rise 
Against their husbands^ and will them despise :; 
The ladies thro' thy realm, of great extent. 
Will to the princes urge this precedent. 
And that will give occasion in their pride. 
For scorn to rise upon the women's side. 
And wrath will on the other part be seen^. 
All by the rude example of the queen. 
"If therefore it may please the king, said he, 
Let there go forth a royal firip decree, 
And let it be (for Vashti's conduct cold) • 

Witii laws of Persians and the Medes enroU*d|. 

2a* 
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Unchangeably will that confirm the things 
Tbat Vasiui come no more before the king*; 
So let the monarch hold his high renown^ 
And to one better give the royal crown. 
When this dKree, tlial's issued from the throne,. 
Shall be throughout thy mighty empire known, 
^le peac^ftj wives thereof will take a view, 
And give their husbands honour that is due." 

This counsel of Memucan was, we find, 
Well pleasing to the king^s disorder'd mind, 
His princes also lent a ready ear. 
They all consented to the scheme with cheer ; 
Without delay were letters writ and sent. 
Throughout the monarch's provinces tbey went^ 
That evVy man rule o'er his house should bear, 
Uninterrupted by the sex that^s fair : 
That this should be so published from the throne. 
Throughout the realm, in evVy language known. 
Thus, tho' the queen would not the king obey, 
The men obtained a victory that day. 

But when the monarch had repos'd one night. 
His anger cool'd, his recollection bright. 
He rous'd with pain on what the queen had done, 
And the decree that had against her run : 
This soon was known and by the princes view'd ; 
They might, with greatest certainty conclude. 
That should the king restore her to her state, 
Upon them she revenge would meditate: 
Here to divert, and the king's mind restrain, 
From fondly running after her again. 
Secure their interest and the king's esteem. 
They soon contriv'd this animating scheme. 
Which hesiiould thro^ his mighty realm diffuse ; 
In ev'ry province he should agents choose: 
These were to pay a true attentive care, 
And take up all the virgins young and fair; 
That they should forthwith them convey or bring 
To Shushan, to the-p^Jace of the king : 
Tbat«fhey should in a house preparM remain, 
Attended ^y a trusty chamberlain ; 
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That each should there cotnpletely be supply'd, 

With all things needful, and be purified ; 

The monarch then, among the virgins fair, 

Might choose a queen, the royal crown to wear. 
A scheme so well adapted to his mind. 

Acceptance with him could not fail to fiud, 

'Twas executed, as the princes taught, 

And many a fair one Has to Shusban brought. 
With those who now were in this service prest,. 

Was one young virgin, fairer tban the rest, 

Caird Esther then, also Hadassah nam'd, 

In books profane she's by Atossafam'd. 

They caird her father Abihail ; he too 

Was uncle of one Mordecai, a Jew, • 

(Whom Babylon's monarch, in his movements grand,. 

Brought, as a captive from the Hebrews land) 

Who liv'd in Shushan, near the seat of state. 

The royal city of the empire great. 

(»er parents past from all terrestrial strife, 

Paid nature's debt quite in her early life ; 

She to her cousin Mordecai was dear; 

He like a father, with a heart sincere. 

Adopted her a daughter of his own. 

And brought her up, accomplish'd for the throne. 

So Esther was among the fair ones caught. 
And forthwith to the royal palace brought. 
Where well attended she awhile remain'd, 
She pleas'd the keeper, his attention gain'd ; 
This officer, in honour that was great, 
Chose seven maids, upon her there to wait ;^ • 
Preferr'd her to tue lodgings grand indeed ; 
For purification gave her things with speed,. 
That she might fairly (as the princes planned) 
Among the first before the monarch stand. 
For this was then the emperor's decree, 
That each of tliese should with attention be, 
Twelve months continu'd in the. maids abode, 
To purify them with the things bestow'd ; 
And when they had been thus prepar d, to bring 
Them iq when calPd to come before the king. 



332 ESTHER. 

Of these twelve months, when they were purified, 
They six of them the oil of myrrh applied, 
The other six were occapi'd complete, 
In purifying with the odours sweet, 
And after this preparative so grand, 
They took their turns before tlie king to stand, 
Well furnish'd by the chamberlain, with care, 
Who had the charge of these young damsels fair, 
With everything that was their heart's desire, 
The ornaments of Shushan^s rich attire ; 
That each one who approach'd the royal seat, 
Might for a husband be adorn'd complete : 
No one who'd been once in his presence,^ came 
Again, unless he sent for her by name. 
Young Esther had not yet her kindred shown, 
Nor to what people she belonged made known^ 
For Mordecai, sheview'd with honour deep. 
Had charg'd her she should this a secret keep; 
But he took care to make it in his way. 
To walk before the women's court each day, 
Her state of health that he might understand. 
And knowledge gain where she was like to landt- 

At length (time passing as upon the wing) 
Came Esther's turn to go before the king. 
Whereas each other fair ambitious^ maid. 
Herself with richest ornaments array'd, 
In highest mode, as quite a likely thing, 
To gain the true acceptance of the king ; 
As each one knew a crown would be the prize^ 
To her whO' should be pleasing in his eyes. 
But iilstber, that she might be much at}mirM> 
No decorations for the day required ; 
She not desiring, in that humble hour, 
By costly robes to be advanced to powVf 
Yet, ^s her native beauty was so great, 
Deportment courteous, as a natural trait, 
She gaia d the favour— admiration to. 
Of ev'ry one whohad ofher a view; 
The king was taken with this damsel fair, 
He lov'd her more than all the others there, 



She found siicb gracious favour in his sight, 

She was hW choice, and he with great delight 

Instead of Vashti rais'd her to renown. 

Upon her head lie set the royal crown. 

The king, upon the day of nuptials, made 

A joyful banquet, with a great parade, 

To rulers, from the greatest to the least, 

Princes and servants, cali'd it Esther's feast ; 

And for her sake he gave donations great, 

According to the grandeur of his state ; 

And for that time, he was so highly pleas'd, 

Tie provinces he of their tribute eas'd. 

Her guardian kinsman bad no higher state, 

Than that he sat within the royal gate ; 

Which mode of speech implies, as some suppose^ 

That he to office had at court arose. 

Though it perhaps, might be but low or small, 

A porter or an usher in the hall. 

He'd charged the queen, that she must not declare^ 

Who her own kindred, or her people were, 

And she obedient to her guardian's will, 

Had kept it secret, in her bosom stilh 

That he was not, this cireums^tance implies, 

Ambitious at the Persian court to rise. 

As this adage has long been understood, 
' 1 is an ill wind that blows no person good,** 
A case occurr'd, which the historian wrote, 
I hat brought the worthy Mordecai to noie. 
While at the gate, he cajjie to understand 
A plot that two atrocious men had plaun*^d,. 
Bigthan and Teresh, officers who bore 
The trust of guarding the kings chamber dool»^ 
They in their anger had contriv'd the thing, 
Had plotted to assassinate the king. • 

This wicked scheme to Mordecai was known, 
Forthwith by him unto the queen was shown ; 
When she acquainted with the plot became, 
She told the king in Mordecai's own name. 
The men were taken for the crime and bound, 
n ere brought to trial, and were guilty founds 
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And then, consistent with the court's decrefej. 
They were led forth, and hang'd upon a tree. 
But Mordecai, who merited renown, 
Was not erelong rewarded by the crown. 

About this time, the king, with deep delight^ 
Was much allured by a new favourite, . 
Whom he advanc'd to a sublime degree, 
And set in pow'r o'er the nobility — 
A man nam'd Haman, Ammedatha's son^ 
The Agagite, was thus to honour run. 
Suppos'd by authors a descendant known. 
From Agag, once a king on AmMek's throne. 
Oppos'd to this^ some commentators state 
(As deeply vers'd in themes of ancient date) 
That Agag was no man's or family's name. 
But royal title of their kings of fame. 

When Haman thus was dignifi'd in state, 
All those who were attendants at the gate 
BowM down to him, and reverencM him there. 
This honour gave him, with the greatest care ; 
Which to omit they were indeed afraid, 
Because it was a haw the monarch made. 
• Reverse alone the humble Jew was led, > 

To honour Haman did not bow his head ; 
' Which was withlield, no doubt, because he knew. 
This honour to the Lord alone was due. 

Though Mordecai to Haman never bow'd, 
He was by him unnotic'd in the crowd ; 
The servants there who took a great delight 
To fawn upon the monarch's favourite. 
Told Mordecai they wish'd to understand. 
Why he trausgress'd the king^s express command #* 
When they had urg'd him thus from day to- day, 
And «aw that he would no attention pay. 
They thought they could no longer with him bear. 
Would see how he might on a trial fare : 
So tliey inform'd prince Haman what they knew 
How he was treated by a stubborn Jew. 
When haughty Haman, proud of false renowi^ 
Found Mordecai would not to him bow down,. 
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'His wrath was kindled to a burning dame, 
He studied vengeance, with a boundless aim. 
And viewing one who stood to fame unknown, 
Too mean a victim to becrush'd alone, 
He scorned on him bis mightj hands to layi 
Resolv'd to seize a more e^itensive prey : 
That be would with this adversary's fate, 
Destroy tbe Jews throughout the* kingdom great; 
As this was by elated Haman viewM 
An enterprise of greatest magnitude, 
His pailisanS; who understood the scheme, 
And freely joinM him in the wicked theme 
Cast lots before him (thus were vainly led) 
Each day, from first month to the twelfth, His said, 
To know the thne^ most likely in their eyes, 
To be successful in the enterprise. 

The day was fix^d for this important thing. 
And lofty Haman thus addressed the king : 
•* There is a people widely scattered round. 
In every province of thy kingdom found, 
With rules oppos d to regions far an(bnear, 
They will not one of the king's laws revere.'* 

Thu| Haman since one person in the land 
Had not observed that singular command, 
For bowing down, in reverence his bead, 
Fallaciously was in his malice led, 
His charge against the Hebrew race io lay, 
That they would not tbe monarch's laws obey. 
<' There can't, in fact unto the king be gain 
To let this people in thy realm remain. 
Therefore, if it may please the king, said he, 
Let there forthwith be issu'd a decree, 
Or proclamation from the king's own hand, 
That they may be destroyed from the land ; 
And I will, sure as thou hast royal sway, 
*Ten thousand talents of bright silver pay 
To those who oversee tbe work, to bring 
The silver in the treasuries of the king.'* 

* In quMititf about 418 toDs. 
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The monarch, blinded by a parasite, ' 
Not thinking that his royal great delight 
Was one of those declared to disobey, 
And whom his new presiding prince would slay, 
Tooli from his hand, and gai^e tl> him the ring, 
As once was done by the Egyptian king. 
This was a token of the fullest power 
To act as he should see it good that hour*-^ 
And added, he did not the talenis crave, 
The money he with greatest freedom gave 
And to a people, who were so untrue. 
To act consistent with his noble view. 

Since Haman now had gain'd his wicked suit, 
He was not slow the same to execute. 
Forthwith to put the edict on the wing, 
He caird the secretaries of the king | 
By Haman^s order they the letters wrote 
To rulers nigh, and those ^o were remote. 
To all the gov^nors sitting ill the helm^ 
In ev'ry language known wHhin the realm, 
The orders were,^n a majestic strain. 
The Jews must be throughout the kingdom slain. 
The law was made for all to perish then, 
The children whh the women and the men* 
The letters for the Jews most woful fate. 
The thirteenth day of firsttnonth had their date,' 
The thirteenth day of twelfth month was the one, 
Appointed for the erimso» stream to run. 
To animate their enemies that day, 
The spoil was given for a noble prey. 
AH this was written in the monarch's name, 
SealM with his seal, a firm decree became. 
And sent to every province in the laud, 
The posts were hasten'd by the king's command, 
Which done, the king and his alluring mate, 
Sat down to drink, as in a merry state. 
But Shushan, where they issu'd this decree, 
About it was in great perplexity. 
That none was more affected there, is true, 
Than Mordeeat, the deeply feeling Jew : 
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Who whea be came to understand the thing 

That had been done by Uaman and the king, 

For grief eiUreme in twain his garment rent, 

In sackcloth clotb'd, o'erspread with ashes went. 

In mourning sore, into the city nigh, 

And cried aloud, with a most bitter cry. 

Since no one cloth'd in sackcloth's mournful state. 

Could find admittance in the monarch's gate, 

He came and stood before the gate, or near, 

To let his dire solicitude appear. 

Jnev'ry province where this edict came. 

The sorrow and the mourning was the same ; 

It was a fasting and a weeping day, 

The Jews in sackcloth and inaslies lay. 

That Mordecai was cloth'd, in sackcloth seen. 
Was told unto the servants of the queen, 
And they forthwith informed the queen his state. 
At which her sorrow was exceeding great ; r* 

Although as yet she had not heard tiie c^use. 
Not having knowledge of the recent laws. 
To find her guardian, in the scene of need, 
Vv as cloth'd in sackcloth, gave her grief indeed* 
She sent him raiment, (wish'd him not to grieve) 
Which he would not by any means receive. 
She call d for Hatach, whom the king of late, 
Appointed on his royal bride to wait, 
Commanded htm to xVf ordecai to go, 
That she the source of his distress might know. 
With tnis command, the trusty chamberlain, 
Went out to seek the man of grief aud pain : 
He found him in his deeply mournful state, 
In that fair street before the monarch's gate — 
Toid him he came immediate from the queen, 
T^ know why he was thus in mourning seen. 
Then Mordecai inform'd him all that pass'd, 
Of this dire statute from the first to last — 
That Uaman made a promise to the king, 
Into his hand a massy sum to britig. 
To have the Jews, where he in splendour reign'd, 
All put to death, and his request obtain'd* ^ 

29 ^ 
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He sent a copy of tbe law, of late, 
At Shushan issa'd for the direful fate ; 
That he might this unto queen Esther show, 
And the alarming danger let her know ; 
And charge her in this instance to obey, 
Togo before the king without delay, 
Make supplication — of the monarch crave, 
That he from slaughter would her people save; 
For it was time the secret to unfold, 
To let what peopi*' she was of be told. 
The queen forthwith rece^v'd the tidings sore. 
The cause of sorrow all the kingdom o'er. 
When she awhile bad vrew-d the theme with paiti, 
She sent him back to Mordecai again, 
^ To wish of him to take this rule in view, 
That ail the people of the kingdom knew, 
That whoi^ever should presume the thing, 
Come in the' inner court unto the king, 
Though mail or woman, whether great or small) 
Or young or old without a regal call, 
"Was by the law to die for the offence, ■' 
Twas view d a matter of such consequence. 
Excepting those to whom compassion rolPd, 
To whOiXJ he would his golden sceptre hold. 
That it was not with her a time of cheer, 
For she was in discouragement and fear ) 
She'd had no call that might her spirits raise, 
To come into tlie king for thirty days." 
So much we find the emperor's delight 
Was taken up with his false favourite. 
When Mordecai heard what she thus had said, 
To give her this plain answer he was led : 
" Think not if thou shalt my request refuse, 
To better fare than all the other Jews : 
If thou keep'st silent, when deep mis'ry cries, 
Enlargement and de|iv'rance shall arise 
Some other way, but thou shalt be annoy*d, 
Thou and thy father*8 family destroy'd. 
j., Consider ^ell,. and do thy work of weight, 

For let me now my sentiment relate, 
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Thou probably art risen to the throne, 
For such a time and scene as this alone*'' 

This message rousM her, so that she was fain 
Forthwith to send to Mordecai again : 
She wished him to assemble all the Jews 
That were in Sbushan, this comoiand diffuse, 
For all to keep for her a solemn fast, 
Nor eat nor drink — three days and nights to last— - 
That she would fast, her maidens would likewisei 
And after that she surely would arise, 
And as he clearly most consistent saw,. 
Go in unto the king against the law, 
And CFave of him to alter his decree. 
And if she perish'd so it then must be* 

When this important, solemn fast was o'er. 
Queen Esther true to what she said before. 
An undertaking by her deeply weigh'd, 
Herself adornM — in royal robes array'd. 
And went into the inner court, that shone, 
Of the king'^s house before the royal throne, 
Where he was sitting — there she made a stand 
In silent dreads before the monarch grand. 
He who t'o pass can mighty wonders bring, 
DisposM the heart, and feelings of the king, 
On seeing her, his consort and delight, 
That she obtained great favour in his sight. 
To her relief the pen can scarce declare. 
He held to her his golden sceptre there. 
On this the queen unto the king drew near, 
And touch'd the sceptre with an humble cheer. 
The king to her, then with an air serene, 
Said " what wilt thou, O Esther, who art queen? 
For what I say wouldst thou petition me ? 
To half the realm it shall be granted thee." 
'^ If it be now, said she, the monarch's choice. 
To pay attention to his consort's voice. 
Let th* king and Haman come, I humbly pray,. ^ 
Unto the banquet I've prepar'd this day." 
So h^ and Hamai^, splendidly array'd, 
Came to tbe banquet that the queen had made>. 
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The monarch now to know her wish was fain, 
And at the banquef said to ber again, 
'^ What's thy petition, tell it to me free, 
What^sthy requet^t f it shall be granted thee; 
Thy utmost wishes thou shalt have in state, 
Although they might be half the kingdom great." 

The queen bad tliis good policy in view, 
To draw to ber the king's affection true-— 
To gain bis grace, and his good-will entire, 
Before she opened to him her desire. 
To wish another interview was led-— 
She to him in an humble maimer said, 
'^ If, I, indeed, this day have favour found, 
With him who is o'er this great kingdom crown'4> 
And if it be well pleasing to the king, 
To grant me my petition in this thing, 
Then let the king and Haman with me share, 
Attend the banquet which I shall prepare 
For them to-morrow-— then will 1 make free, 
And my petition will prefer to thee." 
The king forthwith to this request agreed, 
And Haman blinded with delight indeed, 
Exulted in his vanity and pride- 
But on retui*ning he was mortified. 
He happen'd at the royal gate to view 
His old tormentor, Mordecai^ the Jew.' 
Although prince Haman felt so big and tall^ 
He stood not up, nor bow'd to him at all. 
His haughty stomach swelling at the sigh^ 
His indignation rose to boundless spite — 
He kept it in his Burning breast confin'd, 
Till he reach'd home, and then divulg'd his mind. 
He call his friends that were witliin bis reach, 
To them and his wife Zeresh made a speech. 
His pride at firjst began to celebrate 
And amplify upon his riches greats — 
His childf en 'grown to be a multitude, 
(A race of nobles doubtless by him view'd).- 
He the&'recquuted each illustrious thing 
WhereifrJiMcas promoted by the king : 
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How he advanc'd Iiim in his seat of state. 
O'er all his princes and the rulers great : 
And that the queen, in royal grand array, 
No man admitted with the king that day. 
Unto the banquet^ where was grandeur ^hown^^ 
That she prepared, except himself alone. 
To-mojTow too, he was engag'd to share 
At a new banquet with the royal pain 
Yet all this glory sinks, said he, in view,. 
So long as I see Mordecai the Jew, 
At the king's gate, who with a sullen brow 
Will not arise nor at my presence bow. 

When Uaman of his speech had made an end,. 
His wife concurr'd, and also every friend. 
With him in their resentment of the wrong, 
Done by the bold, insulting Jew so long. 
** Now let a gallows (was their haughty cry) 
Be made for him, of My cubits high, 
Aud on the morrow speak thou to the king, 
To give direction instantly to bring 
Forth Mordecai, who would his prince degrade, 
And hang him on the gallows for him made ; 
Thou then the monarch and the queen may meet, 
And at the banquet take a merry seat.'* 
This project so on Hamau's humour played,. 
Forthwith he caus'd the gallows to be made. 
But God so order'd (He who rules the deep) 
That on that night the monarch could not sleep r 
Wherefore to spend the slowly passing nighty. 
And to divert him till the morning light. 
He called his men the chronicles to bring, 
Which book was read before the wakeful klng^ 
One theme was here reviv'dbefore his view, 
*Twas written there that Mordecai the Jew- 
Divulged the treason of two men before, 
That had the guard of the king^s chamber door,. 
Who did in depth of ignominy swing. 
For plotting to assassinate the king. . 
They then were question'd by their royal lord^', 
" What dignity, or honour or reward . 

29.^ 
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Had e'er been done to Mordecai the Jew, 

For being faithful, to his king so true f" 

His servants there united all as one, 

And told the king there had been nothing done. 

The monarch's mind was readily agreed 

To recompense the noble act, with speed, 

To give an order for the same desir'd, 

'^ Who's in the court ?" he of his men inquir'd. 

Proud Haraan, likely had not slept that night, 

For he arrived, perhaps by morning light, 

To ask permission of the potent king, 

That by the neck he Mordecai might swing. 

That Hanian in the court was standing then, 

Was told the monarch by his waiting men. 

As soon as he of this was notified, 

" Let him come in,*' the Emperor replied. 

In Haman came, elated with the view 

Of having his delight upon the Jew. 

Ere he bad time to tell the theme desir'd, 

The king of him most pleasantly inquir'd 

'* What shall be done that's noble in thy sight, 

To him the king would honour with delight.'^" 

The high blown Haman, in his vanity, 
Thought he himself the only man must be 
Whom his great friend would have the smallest view 
Of dignifying with some honour new. 
Since he could set the terms without offence, 
He thought to have it with magnificence — 
That like a monarch he would once appear, 
Returi)'d this answer, with a heart of cheer. 
*' For him to whom the king should view it right 
To truly honour, with a great delight. 
Give- orders that the royal robes be brought, 
That richly to array the king were wrought. 
The royal crown with which he's dignified, 
The horse that's chosen for the king to ride : 
lict these be plac'd with one in honour grand, 
A noble prince, that governs iii the land, 
Ijet him therewith the personage array, 
Bif^whom the JkLing would highest honours pay » 
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And bring tiim mounted tbro' the street with famC} 
Before him let the officer proclaim 
Thus shall be done, in honour that is high, 
To him the king delights to dignify." 

No sooner said he what the king should do, 
But quite reverse from his ambitious view, 
The monarch to the haughty Haman spake, 
^* Make haste, the horse and the apparel take, 
Perform all this, consistent with thy view, 
Without delay to Mordecai the Jew» 
Who sitteth at the royal palace gate, 
Let nothing fail of all thou didst relate.'* 

This was to Haman like a fatal woundf 
But there could not a remedy be found ; 
The word of him who bcwethe royal sway, 
Was a decree, and Haman must obey. 

So he forthwith the new command obey'd, 
And Mordecai in royal robes array'd, 
Upon his head he set the golden crown. 
Resembling one who rul'd with great renown. 
He mounted him upon the monarch's steed, 
Above the grand npbility indeed. 
And brought him thro' the city with parade, 
Before him loudly proclamation made, 
*' Thus shall be done in honour that is high, 
To him the king delights to dignify." 

This did not humble Mordecai elate. 
He soon return 'd unto the monarch's gate : 
But Haman hasted to his house, once more, 
His head was cover'd in his mourning sore : 
He to his wife and to his friends unveil'd, 
The trying scene — -how sadly he had fail'd. 
At this relation they were struck with dread, 
And to him, in their depth of sorrow, said, 
** If Mordecai be of the Jewish seed. 
Before whom thou hast thus been foilM indeed, 
Then thou alas ! shalt not prevail at all. 
But shalt before him from thy station fall." 
More might they then have said about the thing, 
Had be not had a message from the king ; 
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For while they thus were talking there, with pain, 

Arriv'd to him tlie monarch's chamberlain, 

To hasten him unto the honour shar'd, ^ 

To the rich banquet that the queen preparM ;' 

To which we may undoubtedly suppose, 

To go he with a heavy heart arose. ' 

On going forth, his mental grief he tried, 

Much with the fairest countenance to hide. 

The king and Haman to the banquet came; 
The monarch's words were to his spouse the same, 
" What's thy petition ? tell it to me free. 
What's thy request J* it shall be granted thee ; 
Thy utmost wishes thou shalt have in state, 
Altho' including half the kingdom great." 

The queen enliven'd, deep attention paid^ 
She this petition to the monarch made : 
" If in thy sight, O king, I've favour found, 
And grace with him who's^over nations crown'd,. 
Oh! let my life be given me this day,. 
And for my people 1 sin^ erely pray ; * 
For we are sold, to my unbounded pain,. 
To be by the destroying weapon slain! 
If we had been but into bondage sold, ' 
I would my tongue in huruble silence hold, 
Altho the foe, with all his wealth woul'^ fail, 
The king's 'great damage e'er to countervail." 
The loss sustained by taking quite away, 
The tribute- that so many people pay. 

The mooarch here seemd wonderstruck, and pain'd,. 
Forgetful of the statute daman gtiin'd— 
*' Say who is he, and where, exclaim'd the king, 
That in his heart durst e'er presume the thing." 
" The adversary may with ease be seen, 
It is this wicked Haman," said the queen. 
This word put Haman in alarming fear. 
He did like one quite thunderstruck appear ; 
Tliere was not in his countenan-ce a trace. 
Of innocf^ncy with her open face. 
The kmg could his great consternation see, , 
And recollecting, doubtless the decrees, 
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For the destruction of the scatter^ Jews, 

9aite inconsistent with all hutnart views, 
he wretch allur'd, in an unwary hour, 
Him to conlSnn, with his imperial pow'r: 
He from the banquet rose in discontent, 
In ani^er to the palace garden went« 
Now Haman saw one most alarming thing, 
That evil was determined by the king, 
Stood up amat'd, for life to supplicate, 
Before the queen, in bis degraded state. 
His princely resolution from him fled; 
He fell down as a suppliant on the bed 
Where she was sitting (thus o'erpass'd his bound) 
And by the king was in that posture found, 
When he forth from the garden came again ; 
Which he resented, with a great disdain, 
To think that he, ^ subject, dare be seen. 
Indecently to draw so near the queen. 
The king exclaim'd, in his displeasure new, 
** Will he abuse the queen in open view ?" 
As soon as this was by the monarch said) 
The officers attending there were led. 
To take a veil and cover Haman's face ; 
Death's awful token, in his deep disgrace. 

Harbonah then, a trusty chamberlain, 
Who'd gotten tidings of the project vain. 
Inform *d the king, *'that Haman, with parade, 
A gallows high as fifty cubits made. 
Near his own house, and with this brutal view, 
To hang thereon good Mordecai the Jew, 
He who the king from wicked treason freed, 
And of the monarch well deserv'd indeed." 
As soon as this was in his presence nam'd, 
*' Hang him thereon," the angry king exclaim'd. 
So they hung Haman up without delay, 
Upon the gallows made for Mordecai ! 

The king, who had so sorely been displeas'd, 
Was now by wicked Haman's death appeas'd ;• 
And on that day he gave, by \m decree, 
The house of Haman, the Jew's enemy, 
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Unto the queen, bis royal spouse, with cheer. 
Who to the king was faithful and sincere. 
That Mordecai, she told the monarch free, 
To her was near by consanguinity. 
Then he was call'd by order of the king, 
And when he came, the monarch took his ring^ 
As he had done to the illustrious knave, 
Which DOW to his friend Mordecai he gave. 
Promoted thus, the queen without delay. 
Of Haman's house gave Mordecai the sway. 

Tho' Haman thus had vanished from his place^ 
Yet was not Esther, nor the Jewish race. 
From apprehension of great danger free ; 
For in full vigour stood the king's decree. 
The queen, therefore, on that important thing, 
Once more adventur'd to address the king; 
And falling down before him at his feet, 
Did him with tears and moving words entreat. 
To put away the direful evil quite, 
Of Haman that mischievous Agagite, ' 
Which he devis'd against the peaceful Jews, 
And did throughout the provinces diflusei 
On this, the feeling monarch, we are told, 
Hdd forth to her the sceptre made of gold, 
And to her in this trying scene was kind, 
Encourag'd her to freely speak her mind : 
So she arose, by lib affection led« 
In moving terms addressed the king, and said, 
'' If it may please the king, and I have found, 
Grace in bis sight, who's over Persia crown'd. 
Permit some letters to be writ and seal'd, 
That those devis'd by Haman be repealM, 
Which gave direction for the direful fate, 
Of all the Jews throughout thy kingdom great : 
For how can I endure the grievous pain 
And grief of seeing my own people slain ? 
How can I view, and have a being here. 
The dire destruction of my kindpea near ?*' 

The king attentive at this interview, 
Said to the q^i^enj antj Jif erdecaii the Jew, 
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. Lo, I have given, (which I now repeat) 
Unto the queen vile 'Hainan's splendid seat; 
Him they have bang'd, as be, with wicked view^, 

» Presum'd to lay his hand upon the Jews. 

i When ye a view have taken of the theme, 

j Write for the Jews as you may prudent deem, 
Let it be written in the monarch's name, 

' With the king's signet iirmly seal the same: 
As for the former writing, that decree 
Was written by the king's authority, 
In his own name, and with his signet seaHd, 

' And cannot be by Persian laws repealed. 
The secretaries of the king, we read, 
Were call'd upon to take their pens with speed » 

; The writing was as Mordecai would choose. 
The letters were directed to the Jews, 
To all the king's lieutenants then at helm. 
The deputies and rulers of the realm, 
I From India unto Ethiopia's shore, 
' To all the regions he was ruling o'er ; 

In language of each province went the news, ^ 
As well as in the language of the Jews. 
[ The letters full authority contain d, 

From him who o'er that mighty empire reigni'd. 

Unto the Jews, that on the thirteenth day 

Of the twelfth month, they might themselves array, 

(The time appointed by the edict vain, 

For them to be throughout the kingdom slain) 

To join in ev'ry province of the land. 

And for their lives to make a noble stand ; 

Throughout the realm, all who the Jews annoyed. 

Might be by Jewish fighting bands destroy'd ; 

And that they should not then for nothing toil, 

They for a prey might freely take the spoil. 

And these important letters bearing date, 

At Shushan palace, then the seat of state. 

The three and twentieth* of third month, we find, 

Were written in the monarch's name and sign'd, 

And firmly with the royal signet seaPd, • 

They could not be by Persian laws repeaFd. 
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These were despatch^, and by the kiog't cottmatfd* 

Si-nt to each state of the extensive land, 

By posts that seem'd triumphant and elate. 

On mules well mounted, and on camels great ; 

On horses they for greatest fle^ness chose, 

On dromedaries swift as mountain roes. 

Thus was sent forth the great and glorious news. 

That timely notice they might give the Jews, 

To arm themselves, be in complete array, 

To crush their foes on the appointed day. 

Then went out from the presence of the king, 
The joyful Mordecai, whose heart could sing ; 
With royal robes this prince appear'd in view; 
Of purple colour, and of white and blue, 
Richly adorn 'd with a great crown of gold ; 
A revolution wondrous to behold ! i 

The city Shusban was alive with joy, ( 

Which in each province seem'd without alloy. I 

On the reception «f the kingV command, 
The Hebrews had great gladness in the land; 
And niany people join'd the Jews, 'tis said, 
Becanse of them they were indeed in dread. \ 

On the arrival of the day of fate, 
The time aUotted for the struggle great. 
Which was the twelfth month, and the thirteenth day, 
The Jews forewarned, were in complete array, 
Join'd in all places where they were distrest, 
Determination rul'd in ev'ry breast : 
They fought with valour — those who them assaiPd, 
Completely in their expectation fail'd ; 
No foe was found, nor any hostile band. 
That could before the Jewish valour stand : ^ 
For lb !' their terror, and an awful fear, 
Jell on the people, who were far and near. 
And all the rulers of that region great, 
Lieutenants and the deputies of state, 
United to assist the Jews to sway. 
On them so fell the fear of Mordecai ; 
For he was potent in the king's house grown, 
And great with him who sat upon the throne. 
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With win^ of joy went nimbly forth his name, 
Through all the distant provinces his fame. 
The Jews encourag'd, with great valour rose, 
And boldly fell on their intestine foes : 
The sword they in the royal city drew, 
In Shushanthey five hundred persons slew. 
Among the slain they in the city found, 
Were the ten sons of Haman, once renown'd. 
In ev>y place to fight the Jews was vain ; 
Of foes were five and seventy thousand slain. 
Ij was indeed a great victorious day, 
But in no place they meddled with the prey. 
I^hat day they brought unto the king the news. 
The number slain in Shushan bv the Jews. 
He told queen Esther, that the .^ws had then, 
In Shnshan city slain five hundred men ; 
By which she might an apprehension gain 
That many were in other places slain. 
** What further hast thou to request, said he ? 
For thy petition ishatll be granted thee." 
** If-4tmay please the king for me to choose, ♦ 
Let it, skid she, be granted to the Jews 
Which are 1*1 royal Shushan, to array, 
And do to-morrow, as they've done to day. 
And also let (said she unto the king) 
The sons of Haman on the gallows swing." 
He paid attention, with regard unfeign^d^ 
This also, she without delay obtained. 
The king commanded that it so should b^* 
Por it at Shushan issuM his decree, 
And Haman's sons (the valiant Hebrews 'slew) 
Were forthwith brought, and hanff'd in open view, 
Not distitfit likely from their dwelling seat, 
To make their ignominy more complete. 
At Shushan city, on the fourteenth day, 
The Jews equipped, were muster'd in array. 
And slew three hundred more of Haman V band, 
But on the prey they put not forth a hand. 
For this success, and the delivVance great, 
Of all the Jews, from their most direful fate, 
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They testified throughout the realm their joy, 
Which seem'd, indeed, unmingled with alloy, 
By feasting and by sending giAs around, 
Triun»phant joy, almost without a bound. 

Then Mordecai, who was by all obeyed, 
A record kept and an appointment made, 
To keep the fourteenth and the fifteenth days 
Of Adar yearly, as a time of praise , 
As days wherein the anxious Jews had rest, 
From all their foes, by whom they were oppress'd. 
Tlie month in which their doleful gloomy night 
Was turnM to joy, a scene of great delight. 
That they their freedom should commemorate. 
Those days with feasting and rejoicing great, 
Of sending portions to each other round, 
And giving gifts unto the poor they found. 
As Haman long was casting pur (the lot,) 
To know the time for a successful plot, 
To slay and to consume the Jews complete } 
It was ordainM upon the great defeat, 
That these two days (replete with joy and fame) 
They should henceforth the feast of Purim name. 
These days were fix'd by all the Jews to be 
Kept with great strictness and solemnity. 
And Mordecai, who to great pow V had grown, 
Next to the king upon the royal throne, 
That he might knowledge of this rule diffuse 
Throughout the kingdom, wrdti? to all the Jews : 
And then to make what he had done complete^ 
The queen wrote also from her royal segt. 

The Jews thereon to take it all s^eed, 
An ordinance on them, and on their seed. 
That they should keep the Purim feast, with cheer,^ 
At the appointed time in every year — 
In every fam'ly, province, isle and state. 
And in each city through the kingdom great. 
As a memorial to themselves and seed, 
Of their delivVance in the time of need. 
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While lung Jehoiakioain Judab reignM, 
The Israelites tn wickedness remaiaM : 
Then Babvlon^s luoDarcb, with a great parade, 
Came to JerusMem, there a siege he laid. 
To him the Lord delivered Judah's king, 
Whom he in triumph did to Babylon bring. 
Some vessels that were in the temple grand, 
He took with him, to his own distant land. 
The monarch also to a herald spake, 
And gave command, that he should with him take 
Some Israelites, related to their king, 
And to their princes, these to Babylon bring ; 
They must be fair, from every blemish free— 
Of talents bright — ^well educated be. 
To be instructed, in the language taught. 
And all the learning by the Chaldeans sought* 
And when completely qualified to bring 
Them iq the palace, to attend the king. 
Four were selected, one was Daniel fam'd, 
Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah uam'd. 
New names, were given, at the king's command, 
As slavVy*s token, in the distant land. 
By Belteshazzar DaniePs known to all. 
And Hananiah, now they Shadrach call ; * 
And they upon the other two bestow 
The names of Meshach and Abednego. 
These were instructed, and for three years trained. 
In all the learning that could there be gain'd. 
The king, to make these captives more content. 
Provision daily from his table sent ; 
The things to which he thought they would incline, 
A plenteous portion of his meat and wine. . 
So Daniel was in Babylon well known. 
At that. grand court in estimation grown— 
Id the true church he was with honour crown'd. 
For piety and wisdom most profounds 
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But Daniel and bis friends would not incline 

To eat the meat, nor drink the niionarch's wine : 

Some might be known unlawful for a Jew ; - 

Some, otherwise polluted in their view. 

They therefore ask'd their president, 'tis said, 

That they might not upon the same be fed. 1 

Now Daniel was in favour, and was dear -^ 

To him who was the prince, their overseer, 

Who was dispos'd these Jews to gratify, 

Provided he no risk incurred thereby. 

But he objected, that he thus might bring 

Upon himself the censure of the king. 

Should they for want of necessary food — ^ 

Of diet that was nourishing and good, 

Look worse than all the students of their band, 

When they should in the monarch's presence stand. 

Daniel prevailed with Mehar to comply, 

With pulse and water for their food to try : 

Therewith ten days to prove them, and compare 

There countenances with the others there, 

Those who did of the king^s provision eat, \ 

And deal with them as be should then see meet« 

So they were left by their presiding friend, 

And came together at the ten day's end. 

On the review, these conscientious men. 

Were fat, and fairer than tlife others then ; 

Than any who were to the trial led, 

Who had upon the royal dainties fed. : 

Then their purveyor, as they did incline, 

Kept back from them the monarch's meat and winei 

To their petition freely he agreed, 

Left them on pulse, the fruit of pods, to feed. 

Their true religious abstinence, we find, 

And self-denial of the carnal mind, .^ 

Was well received — it was the heavenly will, 

Them to invest with knowledge and with skill, 

In learning great— in wisdom deep and true; 

Which furnish'd Daniel with a wondrous view 

And understanding of sublimest themes, 

Of hidden visions, and mysterious dreams. 
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At three years end, the time that they were taught, 
They ii| the presence of the king were brought j 
Andhe awhile communing with them, found 
Them so in depth of wisdom to abound. 
They far excell'd, and wondrously outshone, 
Magicians and astrologers then known. 

Er^ long, wise Daniel, by the heavenly will, 
Display'd a token of his wondrous skill. 
For Nebuchadnezzar, who was then th^ king, 
Dream'd a surprising, aud mysterious thing : 
His mind was greatly troubled at the theme, 
But he forgot the matter of his dream. 
He issuM from the palace hi« command,^ 
To bring forth the magicians of the land y 
Astrologers — those in the sorcerers' line. 
And Chaldeans who pretended to divine. 
Thus came all those in Babylon most esteem'd, 
Of them the king demanded what he dream'd^ 
They all declar'd this too abstruse a theme ; 
Excused themselves from telling of the dream ; 
Said they would the interpretation show, 
If he would let them what his dream was know. 
The king replied, he could not tell them true. 
Because the thing had vanish'd from his view ; 
Therefore indeed they mu«t to him declare 
The dream and the interpretation lair. 
Their houses sure should be in ruins laid. 
And they be slain in ca«e they disobey'd. 
Yet promised (hem, if they would bring to view 
His dream, and the interpretation too. 
He would promote them to a high degree, 
Reward with riches, and great dignity. 
Their answer was, what most judicious seemM; 
Let us, thy servants, know what thou- hast dream'c^^ 
And we will show the monarch, with delight,. 
Th' interpretation of the dream> aright. 

The monarch would not their petition heedjx 
Reply'd, "the thingisgone from me indeed;. 
If ye will not make known the vision true|, 
There is^ in fact, but one decree for you* 
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I^i^r ye have forin'd and lying words arrang'd^ 
To speak to me until the time be chaiigM. . 
Tell me the dream, then I indeed shall knoW| 
That ye can the interpretatipn show." 

They for themselves allegM, that '^ what the king, 
Was then requiring, was so rare a thing, 
Such as no man upon the earth could show, 
Nor any one except the gods could know, 
Whose dwelling-place, is not with flesh and blood ; 
(That is, mere spiritual beings understood) 
And that before, no ruler, lord, or king. 
Of any subject call'd for such a thing." 

The king was rais'd to raging auger then, 
And gave command that Baby lon^s wise men 
Should be destroyed ; those who had long profess'd, 
That they the powV that's magical possess'd. 
So he sent forth bis wild decree that day, 
That they, in fact, should all those wise men slay. 
And Daniel too, and his three friends were sought^ 
'That they might be^ by this injunction brought, 
To be with the soothsayers, light and vain, 
Astrolog^s and the magicians slain. 

When Daniel heard it, he, without a shock,. 
Wisely addi*essM himself to Arioch, 
The captai^ of the monarch's guard, who then 
Had bis commission to destroy the men : 
He query 'd of him, why the king's decree, 
For e^xecution must so hasty be? 
He then receiv'd from Arioch a more 
Distinct account, than what he had before, 
^hen Daniel went, and he besought.the king 
To give him time, and he'd unfold the thing. 
That he the dream would doubtless let him know^ 
And also the interpretation show. 
The monarch freely granted his request ; 
And hujnble Daniel his three friends address'd, 
Told them the theme, requested them that hour, 
To join in prayV unto the God of pow'r^- 
That he who did the heav'ns and eajrth create, ' 
Would unto theo^ reveal the secret great* 
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And lo ! the Lord of life was pleas'd to bear; 
The voice of these petitioners sincere ; 
Reveal'd the secret, by his heav'nly light, 
To Daniel, in a vision of the night. 
Then he return'd acknowledgement, in lays, 
To God, in true thanksgiving and in praise. 
To Arioch the officer he went ^ 
Whom the ra»h king to slay the men had sent. 
Requested hinr not one of them to slay ; 
To bring him to the king without delay ; 
That he was ready to unfold the theme, 
•Interpretation also of the dream. 

The officer was doubtless glad indeed, 
To be from such a bloody business freed, 
Attention paid, the humble seer to bting, 
Into the presence of the mighty king : 
Who ask'(f him, with an anxious mind, if he 
Could tell the dream, and the great mystery ? 
Then Daniel spoke, and freely told the king,. 
That this great secret, and mysterious thing, 
That he was seeking, and therein had faiPd^ 
Could not be by the wisest men unveil'd ; 
It was a theme beyond magicians reach, 
Soothsayers and astrologers to teach. 
But there's a God, that secrets can reveal, 
Instruction by th^ nightly vision seal, 
Who by this dreara^ would now unfold to thed». 
What in the days that are to come shall be. 
Then Daniel, modestly premising, said, 
That be was not iniojthis secret led, 
For imy wisdom he as man had gain'd,. 
More than might be by other men obtaluM ; 
But for their sake, who hearing the relation, 
Might benefit by the interpretation, 
And that the king might understand the tfaesie, 
He then, with clearness, thus declar'd the dream^: 
** O king, said he, thy mind was deeply led, 
Thy thoughts arose, while sleeping on the bed) 
That thou might into future times discern. 
And y^h^X wUl siirely be hereafter learik 
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Now let the king to pay attention please. 
Thy dream and visions of thy head were these i 
Lo ! thou beheld a mighty image stand, 
Whose brightness was most excellent and grand f 
It was a sight most wonderful and new. 
The form thereof was terrible to view. 
The head of this great image was of gold, 
His breast and arms of silver ; and behold ! 
Of brass was made bis belly and his thighs ; 
His legs of iron of prodigious size. 
The massy feet, thai bore the image gay, 
Were part of iron, and were part of clay. 
Then from a mountain, that was clearly shown. 
Without a hand was cut a mighty stone, 
Which smiting this great image on the feet^ 
Of clay and iron, them in pieces beat \ 
At this dread stroke they were too weak toThoId : 
Then was the brass, the silver and the gold^ 
To pieces broken ; they appear'd no more 
Than chaff upon the summer threshing floor \ 
No place was found for them at aH — they flew 
Like dust before the fleeting wind that blew^ 
The stone, that thus, to dust the image hurl'di- 
Grew to a mountain, and it fill'd the worlds'' 
This is, said Daniel to the king, the dream, 
And now shall be interpreted the theme. 
Thou art, O king, a king of many kings ; 
Behold! the God who form'd most wondrous things>- 
On thee bestow 'd a kingdom, pow'r and strength,. 
!|^xtensive glory, to so great a length. 
That wheresoe'fer mankind can have a seat, 
feasts of the field, and flying fowls retreat,. 
Lo ! he hath all into thy hand bestow'df. 
Made thee a ruler o'er the wide abode : 
Thou art, O king, this noble head of gold,. 
And after thee, thy monarchy, behold. 
Another kingdom in the world shall rise, 
As much inferior in the people's eyes, 
As silver is to gold — when that shall pass, 
A third shall rise, that's emblem'd here by brass^^ 
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Which like a potent, over-ruling birth, 
Shall have dominion over all the earth. 
A fourth shall rise, like iron- strong and sound, . 
Shall bruise and break the other kingdoms round* 
Whereas thou didst the feet and toes survey, 
To be of iron, and of potter's clay $ 
So this strong kingdom shall divisions see. 
Shall partly strong, and partly broken be, 
And weak as clay — and tho* in fact they then, 
Themselves shall mingle with the seed of men, 
(Hoping to make thems€flves both strong and great. 
By an alliance in the marriage state) 
Yet they indeed shall not united stay, 
At iron will not firmly mix with clay. 
While these are reigning — i a these monarch's day^, 
AlmightytttBod shall a sure kingdom raise; 
The government no human strength can take, 
But by great pow'r, it shall in pieces break,. 
And shsdl consume these kingdoms from the land, 
And lo ! this kingdom shall for ever stand. 
Whereas thou sawest that most mighty stone, 
The like to which was never seen or known. 
Which broke the iron, that it could not hold. 
The brass, the clay, the silver and the gold, 
Was from the mountain cut, but not by hands, 
God hath made known to thee, the king of lands ; 
He hath unfolded other monarch's ways, 
Ann what shall come to pass in future days. 
The dream is certain, (from a source that's pure) 
And also the interpretation sure/* 

When Daniel thus the wondrous dream had told, • 
And meaning of the paystery, behold. 
The king fell down upon his face, His said, 
To worship Daniel he was vainly led ; 
Commanded them to offer sacrifice, 
And odours sweet, unto the prophet wise. 
That Daniel then refused th' unlawful thing", 
And also gave instruction to the king, 
AD such devotions to direct to God, 
And not to man upon the low abodey 
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May be inferred, altho* *tis nol express'd, 

When he gave Daniel answer and confess'di 

" It is a truth, your's is a God of gods, 

And Lord of kings, who rule the low abodes ; 

Revealer of the secrets great and deep. 

Since thou could'sttell the visions of my sleep." 

The king then rais'd him to a noble stand, 

He made him ruler over all the land. 

At Daniel's wish that it might then be so, 

Set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

His three companions over the affairs 

Of Babylon, to ease him of his cares. 

But Daniel (tho' it made the princes sour) 

Sat in the king's gate, next to him in pow V. 

Awhile from this, perhaps about four yean. 
The haughtj^ king, as by the text appears, ^ 
PuffM up in mind, by bis great conquests o'^ 
Egyptians, Jews, and paany nations more ; 
And he, perhaps, might rise in self esteem^ 
From the interpretation of the dream, 
Whereby he was (as is already said) 
Compared unto tlie lofty golden head, 
Of that great image, that was strange and new^ 
So terrible, and woiiderfuj to view ; 
CausM a great image, in appearance bol(]^ 
To be erected, of the choicest geld. 
A wonderful and most uncommon sight ; 
For it was threescore cubits in its height ;*. 
Which makes, we find, no less than ninety feef, 
In breadth it was six cubits made complete. 
This image he erected on the plain , • 

Of ancient Dura — and was then so vain, 
He summoned all the princes far and near, 
The captains, judges, treasurers, to appear 
The counsellors and sheriffs of bis realm, 
And other officers that stood at helm, 
To come together, in a pompous state. 
To the dedication of this image great. 
And when conven'd, a very numerous crowds 
A herald made, a proclamation loud ; 



! 

f 

I 



THE BISTORT OF DAKllOi. 359 

tt is cominancled by your king and fmndy 

O people, natfons, languages, attend! 

The instant ye shall hear distinctly round, 

The cornet, flute, the harp and psalt'ry sound ; 

All kinds of music, then shall one and all, 

Without distinction, on their faces fall. 

In adoration to this image grand, 

Erected by our erhperor's command. 

He who transgresses this decree that^s pass'd, 

Shall be into the burning furnace cast. 

Upon this royal proclamation round, 
And at the hearing of the music sound, 
The men of evVy nation, we are told^ 
Fell down and worshipped this huge mass of gold : 
They all obey'd, except the captive Jews, 
Who did indeed, for conscience sake refuse. 

Some Chaldeans^ who by prejudice were sway'd. 
Observed the Jews, that they had disobey'd ; . 
Would not adore the idol great and vain ^ 
Did of them to the emperor complain. 
Not thinking it advisable or best. 
To venture first on Daniel, but the rei^t, 
For Daniel was, as these informers knew, 
In high esteem, in their great monarch's view ; 
Thought human prudence taught to strike the blow 
At Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, ^ 

Whom they then envied, and were discontent. 
At their advancement in the government. 
They told the king what these three Jewsr had don^ 
Whom he promoted in great Babylon — 
They fear''d not him, not yet his godi obey'd, 
Nor bow *d before the image he had made. 

Although the monarch was enrag'd we see. 
At the transgression of his great decree. 
Yet he was not so void of reason then, 
As quite unheard to sentence these good men.^ 
So he commanded that they should be sought, 
And forthwith in the royal presence brought. 
When they appear'd, he query *d, " is it so, 
O Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego! 
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That ye rebel and will not fall before, 

Nor serve at all, the gods that I adore f 

Can it be true that ye indeed withhold 

From worshipping this image made of gold V' 

Then taking it for granted that was true, 

And thinking now to give them warning new ; 

He added this, '' if (or the future ye, 

Be ready to attend to my decree, 

When ye shall hear the flute and cornet sound 

The harp, and evVy kind of music round, 

Te worship this great image I have made ; 

Fall down before it, I shall be obey'd. 

This is by you distinctly understood, • 

If you obey, 'tis very well and good. 

If ye regard not my command of pow'r, 

Lo I ye ^hail surely be, the very hour, 

(My word is given, my decree is passed) 

Into a burning fiery furnace cast. H 

'' Who is that God, exclaim'd the monarch grand, 

That shall relieve you from my potent band*^' ' 

This haughty speech impressed these pious Jews, ' 

With great abhorrence of the monarch's views. 
Undauntedly they therefore told the king, 
*' They were not careful to regard the thing ; 
Shouidst tboO indeed us in the furnace cast, 
God we will serve, and worship to the last. 
He by his own eternal potent name^ 
Is able to preserve us in the flame. 
And make us in the hottest fire to sing ; 
He will preserve us from thine hand O king- 
But should he not, we make it known this day, 
That we will not thy lifeless gods obey ; 
Nor worship this great image made of gold. 
Thou bast set up, and which we here behold.^* 

This firm reply, the king to anger led. 
His countenance was greatly chang'd, tis said. 
He, in his fury, made a new decree, 
Respecting what the furnace power should be ; 
That they the heating should in fact repeat, 
Till seven times hotter than the wonted heat. 
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All being ready, he determiti'd, spake, 
To some of his most mighty men to take 
Good Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
To bind, and cast them in the burning wo. 
So they were bound, (a scene before unknown) 
With clothes and hats, and in the furnace thrown. 
And tho' the heat was so intense, it slew 
The men who them into the furnace threw ; 
Yet they fell down (relying on God's arm) 
Amidst the furnace, free from fire or harm : 
Their bands were loos'd, like ropes of sand became; 
They rose and walk'd, rejoicing in the flame. 
The king, whose anger was so very great, 
Was present, his revenge to satiate ; 
Soon into deep astonishment was led — 
He rose in haste, and to his heralds sai<^ 
*' Did we not sure, by my direction cast, 
Three persops bound, into the flaming blast ?^ 
Which they confirming — " Now behold ! said he, 
Four men unbound, and quite unhurt 1 see, 
Walk in the fire, as on a verdant sod, 
The fourth, in form, is like the Son of God !'* 
Then coming to the burning furnace nigh, 
Near as he durst, he stood and rais'd his cry : 
*^0 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! 
Servants of God, above the gods below, 
Come forth, come hither" — whereupon they came, 
With joy triumphant, from the burning flame. 
The princes, rulers, and the captains there, 
And multitude, who saw the scene so rare ; 
As well as the great Babylonish king. 
In consternation at the wondrous thing. 
Beheld the men, with bodies yet entire, 
The fi^llest proof against the hottest fire ! . 
With hair unsing'd they from the furnace came, 
Their coats unscorch'd, tho' in the burning flame : 
It was a wonder, strange indeed to tell, 
Tiie fire upon them had hot led a smell ! 

On this the monarch, Nebuchadnezzar nam'd, 
At the most wondrous miracle, exclaim'd : 
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*' Btess'd be the God, (from whom all mercies flow) 
Of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
Who hath bis holy, heav'nly angel sent, 
To save his children, in the furnace pent ; 
Relieved his servants in the trying hour. 
Who trusted in his everlasting powV; 
Who tho' my threats with fury on them came, 
Have jdelded up their bodies to the flame, 
£re any god they^d worship or adore. 
Except their own, who lives for evermore. 
Therefore, now hearken ; this is my decree, 
That evVy people, nation who (said he) 
Reviles the God, who hath preservM from woe, 
Meek Sbadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
Shall be cut ofi*, by my supreme command. 
And each ode's bouse demolished from the land, 
For there's no god can do what here is done— 
That can deliver like this Mighty One." 

The king did then new oflices bestow, 
On Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego : 
Which doubtless was a disappointment sore, 
To thos^ who vainly envied them before. 

This potent monarch, in the world renowned, 
Was at his rest from enemies around ; 
Did Joyful in his royal palace seem, 
Was sadly frighted by another dream. 
When he the subject in his musings view'd^ 
It brought on him a deep solicitude. 
Yet this was not so painful for the king, 
As when be lost all knowledge of the thing; 
For tho' his wonder and alarm was great, 
He now distinctly could his dream relate. 
As his magicians formerly had said, 
If he would tell the visions of his head, 
They would explain the mystery with cheer, 
It needless seem'd to call upon the seer. 
Then, as the best expedient to be done. 
He sent for the wise men of Babylon, 
To them declared b|s wondrous dfream in vaui» 
For all of them were at a loss again. 
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Then, to the sinking the magicians fame. 

Was Daniel calFd, who to the monarch came« 

" O Belteshazzar (thus the emperor cries) 

The real master of magicians wise ; 

I long have known, as I can tell thee free^ 

The spirit of the holy gods in thee ; 

No secret is too hard for thee to teach, 

Nor mystery that is beyond thy reach ; 

For thou canst tell the visions of my dream, 

And the interpretation of the theme.*' 

Proceeding then to tell his dream, he said, 

*'Tbus were the visions of my mind in bedt 

I saw a tree amidst the earth that grew ; 

The height thereof was wonderful to view ; 

'TWAS strong and tall, to heaven reach'd its height, 

And to the end of all the earth the sight ; 

The leaves were fair, the fruit thereof was good, 

And yielded to all human 1>eings food. 

Beneath its shade the beasts could safely rest ; 

The flying fowls the tow'ring boughs possess'd } 

All living creatures on the fruit were fed. 

I also in the visions of my head, 

A watcher and a holy one descry'd, 

Descend from heaven unto the earth, and cry'd, 

** Hew down the tree — its branches cut away ; 

Shake off the leaves, and fruit, without delay : 

And let the beasts depart from being near j 

Upon the branches let no fowls appear : 

Its stun^p and roots leave firmly in the ground^ 

E'en with ab|i6d of brass and iron round. 

Let it within the grazing field be set ; 

There let it with the heav'nly dew be wet. 

Behold his portion is with beasts to fare, 

To feed on verdant, tender herbage-there. 

And let his heart no more like human be, 

But with a beast's heart let it now agree. 

And let his dwelling J3e amongst the grass, 

Till seven times shall fully o'er him pass. 

This by the watcher firmly is decreed, 

By the demand of bojy ones indeed, 
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To the intent, that men on earth may know, 
That the. Most High rules kingdoms here below. 
Gives them to those who are hi^ choice alone. 
Sets whom he wiU upon the royal throne. 
This is my dream : O Daniel, man of fame, 
Unfold to me the meaning of the same ; 
For all the wise men of my kingdom are 
Unable the deep mystery to declare ; 
Rut thou art able, for I surely see, 
The spirit of the holy gods in thee." 

When Daniel thus had heard the wondrous dream» 
He stood an hour astonish'd at the theme ; . . 
His heart was struck with anguish to the ground; 
Not at the least perplexity he found, 
Of telling the interpretation true ; 
But at the deep, afflicting sense, and view, 
He had for the dire judgment on the king, 
He saw portended by the ominous thing. 

The heedful king observing Daniel's state, 
That he was in a consternation great ; 
'* Let not the dream, tho' wonderful, said be. 
Nor the interpretation trouble thee ; 
Declare it freely unto me this day, 
Without confusion, be it what it may " 
^ My lord, I wish this inauspicious dream. 
Said he, might be for those who disesteem ; 
For those who hate and woyld against thee rise ; 
The interpretation for thine enemies. 
For lo ! the tree, of which thou dost relate, 
That grew so tall, and was so strong and great, 
Which reach'd unto the heav'n above in height, 
And to the ends of all the earth the sight ; 
Whose leaves were fair, and fruit so plenty founds 
In it was meat for all the world around. 
The beasts abode in its refreshing shade, 
And fowls thereon their habitation made : 
'Tis thou, O king^ who art so mi^ty grown ; 
Thy name throughout the universe is known— 
Thy pow'r unto the high abode extends — 
Dominion to this region's utmost ends. 
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Thou sawest a watcher, who was great and good, 
Come down from heaven, upon the earth he stood, 
Proclaiming in thy hearing this decree : 
" Hew down the great, destroy the mighty tree ; 
Yet leare the stump well rooted in the ground^ 
Let it remain and be securely bound, 
With a strong band of iron and of brass, 
Within the field where grows the tender grass ; 
There let it be from day to day in view, 
And wet at night with the nocturnal dew : 
Let him abide, and with the beasts be fed, 
Till seven times pass over him, with dread.^ 
The interpr^ation is the dire decree, 
Of the Most High, that is to come on thee : 
Lo ! they shall drive thee from the human race, 
And with the beasts shall be thy dwelling-place :.. 
There wet with dew, shalt thou be fed on grass^ 
Till seven times, O king, shall o'er thee pass — 
Till thou shalt know the Mighty One on high, 
Rules in the kingdoms that are far and nigh : 
He reign'd of old, and is the ruler still, 
And gives command to whomsoever he will. 
Whereas the holy angel gave command. 
To leave the stump, well rooted in the land ; 
This clearly shows the kingdom and the throne, 
Is sure for thee, when thou hast fully known. 
The powV of Him, whose judgments loudly calli 
The Lord of heaven-*-the ruler over all.'' 
*' I've told, said Daniel, what is the decree, 
The interpretation of the dream to thee. 
Now let my counsel deeply thee impress ; 
Break off thy sins, O king, by righteousness!^' 
And showing mercy to the poor around. 
That thou may'st in tranquillity abound." 
It was not longbefore the direful thing, 
Was executed on the, lofty king^ 
For at the end of twelve months more, we find^ 
As he was walking with a vaunting mind, 
In Babylon his royal palace, fam'd. 
In grandeur great bt suddenly ezclaim'd, 
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« 

** Is not this city Babylon renowned. 

Where 1 have built ray palace, and was crown'd ; 

Erected by the poMr'r of ray decree, 

And for the honour of my msyesty r" 

As soon as this was bv the monarch said, 
A voice from heav'u saluted him with dread : 
** O Nebochadneftiar, this is the decree. 
The throne and kingdom now are gone fix>m thee. 
And they shall drive thee from the human race. 
And with the beasts shall be thy dwelling-place : 
Like hungry oxen thou shalt eat the grass. 
And seven times o^erfhee shall surely pass. 
Till thou shalt with a full assurance know^ 
That the Most High is majestyl>elow — 
That he who form'd, will be the ruler still. 
And give the throne to whomsoever he will.'* 

On this, behold ! the emperor that hour, 
Was driven from his royal seat of pow'r ; 
He, like an ox, on verdant grass was fed— - 
His body there was wet with dew, 'tis said. 
Until his hairs like .eagles' feajthers grew, 
His nails like claws upoQ the birds that flew. 

Thus was tUs king amidst his high renown, 
For bis presumption and his pride brought down. 
But at the end of the appointed time, ' 
For his chastisement, in the open clime. 
To heaven lifting up his heart and eyes, 
From whence, he found his only succour rise ; 
His reason came — he rais'd to God his cry — 
He bless'd the King, the majesty on high ; 
With heart-felt praise did honour and adore^ 
And worship Uiiga who lives for evermore* 
He whose dominion, from an ancient hour. 
Was known to be an everlasting pow'r. 
And over ail his kingdom to extend 
To generations that will never end. 
The people who upon the earth are known, *^ 
Are nothing when compar'd to him alone : 
Who in the army of the, heavens above, 
With those who o«. the earthly region move» 
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Performs according to his own command. 

And none can stay his potent arm or band : 

The majesty of ancient days and now, ' 

Nor put to Him the query, what dost thou f 

His reason here returning, as before, 
He's qualified for government once more : 
His princes and his counsellors, the same 
Who had depos'd him, now unto him came, 
And re-establish 'd on the throne was he, 
With royal power, and with great majesty. 
And then as a sincere acknowledgment, 
Both of his sinning to a great extent. 
And tender mercy to him from the Ix^rd, 
A speech he publishM of his own accord. 
To all the people of the earth I send ; 
Let nations, and the languages attend : 
Wherein premising that he thought it good. 
To let it through the world be understood, ^ 

The signs and wonders that the Lord had wrought, 
And judgments on him for transgression brought. ^ 

The matter he did clearly then relate. 
His dream and the interpretation state — * 

And the fulfilment, when ji came with dread. s 

To end the theme, the king as follows, said : 
^^ i Nebuchadnezzar, now extol and praise. 
The heavenly king for all his righteous ways. 
His works are truth, my heart can now confess^ 
And his deep judgments are in righteousness — 
Those who in pride would vainly run this race, 
Like me, alas ! he's able to abase." 

How long this monarch o'er the kit^dom rdgn'di 
Is not from sacred history obtained. 
He left the throne, when he Ins race had run| 
To Evil-iMerodach, who was his son, 
Who is supposed to be prince-regent, when 
The king abode with beasts, mstead of men. 
At his decease, succeeded on the throne. 
His son Belshazzar, for bis luxury known. 
This king to make a noble feast was led, 
Uoto a thousand of bis lords, 'tis said, 
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Before them drank the luscious wine that flowMi 
And on his guests a bounteous share bestow'd. 
^was then the order of the jolly king, 
The silver vessels, and of gold to bring, 
Which his grandfather, when he wore the crown, 
Brought from Jerus'lem's temple of renown. 
These consecrated vessels, then were broughti 
And a« this vain, voluptuous monarch laughter 
His princes, lords, (regardless of the sin) 
And women drank delicious wine therein. 
And though the city, histories relate, 
Was then besieg'd, and in a grievous strait ; 
This to regard they would then incline. 
But still carous'd— securely drank their wine, 
And prais'd the gods of gold, that brightly shonCi 
Of silver, brass, of iron, wood and stone. 
Amidst this rev'ling heinously profane, 
And chat that was irreverent and vain. 
There came forth fingers (in the view of all) 
Like a man's hand^ and wrote upon the wall 
Of the king's palace — he beheld the note, 
Not only so, but saw the hand that wrote. 
This miracle — this most surprising thing. 
With great amazement, struck the impious king. 
He was so daunted at the hand that wrote, 
His ioints were loos'd, his knees together smote : 
And at a thing so wonderful and blind, 
Was greatly troubled, in his heart and mind. 
** Bring in, sajid he, in his extreme surprise, 
Th' astrologers, and all the Chaldeans wise. 
That they may read the writing we behold ; 
Th' interpretation of the same unfold." 
He said the person who his wish obey'd, 
Should be in scarlet, like a prince array'd ; 
Wear found his neck a splendid golden chain. 
And the third ruler's noble place obtain. 
The king's wise men, were not of wisdom's race, 
They all were fools, in this mysterious case $ 
So far were from unfolding to the king, 
Th' interpretation of the secret thing, 
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No one was found, that could, among them all, 

So much as read the writing on the wall. 

Such deep confusion, at the wondrous scene, 

Alarm'd the court, that Babylon's ancient *queeo 

Unto the house of banqueting was led : 

" O live for ever!" to the king she said; 

Let not thy quiet be at all derang'd. 

Nor at this scene, thy countenance be chang'd : 

Behold ! there's one within th^ kingdom's bound. 

In whom the spirit of the gods is found. 

He had in thy ancestor's days great light, 

In understanding and in wisdom bright. 

When thy grandfather wore the i^yal crown, 

He was a man of merit and renown : 

He him for master of magicians chose, 

O'er Chaldeans and astrologers he rose. 

His name is Daniel, whom 'tis known, the king 

Nam'd Belteshazzar — did to honour bring. 

He had no equal while that kingwas crownM— 

In him a spirit excellent was found, 

And understanding to interpret dreams, 

And to unfold hard sentences and then^es. 

Let him be calFd, for very well I know, 

He will both read it, and the meaning show." 

To this they listen'd, and for Daniel soughf, 

And he forthwith before the king was brought. 

The king inform'd him, with a serious air, 

He understood his character was fair, ^ 

For wisdom and for understanding bright, 

And for unfolding mysteries aright. 

Then telling him the sages of his land. 

Could not the writing read nor understand : 

" If thou canst read the •writing here in view, 

Unibld the meaning of the mystery too, 

TIk>u shalt be cloth'd in scarlet, and behold, 

About thy neck shalt wear a chaip of gold : 

Not only so, but this is my decree. 

Thou shalt third ruler in the kingdom be." 

* King Nebttchadness^at's dowager- 
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Then Daniel spoke, not with a churlish mind, 

But modestly his great reward declined* 

" I seek no gifts^ nor recompense at all, 

Yet I will read the writing on the wall : 

Not only read, but will expound the thing. 

Make known th' interpretation to the king." 

He then proceeded, with a freedom kind, 

Put this profane, voluptuous king in mind ; 

The Lord's just dealings in his view to bring, 

With his grandfather, who was once the king* 

Thereby preparing him to take a view, 

And own God's judgments on him as bis due. 

** Hear, O thou king, the Mighty One to save, 

To Nebuchadnexzar, thy grandfather gave 

A kingdom great, with the imperial crofi'n, 

And majesty, and honour and renown : • 

The majesty wherewith he then was crown'd. 

Made people, nations, languages around. 

Those who abode In distant lands and near, 

Before him tremble, and to fall with fear. 

So great was he, and absolute his power, 

He sav'd alive, or slew at any hour* 

And whom he chose he set up to renown. 

And whom he would he readily put down. 

But when his heart to idols was allied, 

And when his mind was harden'd in his pride, | 

He was depos'd— led from his royal throne, ■ 

His majesty was as a thing unknown. j 

He who before was potent, grand and gay, j 

Was driven from the sons of men away— ^ 

Was dooxn'd a season with wild beasts to pass--^ 

He fed, like- oxen, on the verdant grass* 

His body thei^ was wet with heaven's dew. 

Till the high God the kingdoms ruPd he knew^ 

That 'tis his right the station grand to fill, 

And set o'er kingdoms whomsoever he wilL 

And thou his grandson, O Belshazxar 1 though 

All I have said thou very well dost know. 

Hast not, been humbled, by the chast'jiing rod^ 

But rais'd thyself against the mighty God. 
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hnd now thy servants have at thy decree, 
prought forth the vessel* of his house to thee ; 
nd thou, thy lords, thy wives and concubines, 
ave drank in them the Babylonish wine$ ; 
|nd thou hastprais'd the gods of gold, that shojic, 
'I silver, brass, of iron, wood and stone, 
fhich neither see, nor can they hear thy call, 
or understand a word that's spoke at all : < 

ut lo ! the God, who form'd the sea and land ; 
^hp hath the breath of life at his command— 
^hose power extends o'er all thy ways of pride, 
A hou hast not serv'd at all, nor glorified : 
J|hereon the part of that surprising hand, 
Was sent to write, at the divine command. 

.Ti^iSi^'J??*^?^ MENE," (as 'twas written there) 
TEKEU UPHARSIN," Daniel read withcai4. 

Puf PF ttl^Q^^^ *^^ Upharsin out, 
riu r-^UJi-b in, synonymous, no doubt. 

^hen he had read the writing to the king, 
« M^ iSi^^ fair translation of the thing, 
_Mi!.J\E, means God hath (who was once thy friend) 
Tb^^t?^**?" °"™ber'd, brought it to an end. 
ii Ar^ thou in the balances ait weighM, 
[And found quite wanting™(thou hast not obeyed) 
ji hy kingdom's parted, is by PERES shown, 
A iT ^" Persians and the Medes, well known.^' 
Although the king could not be pleas'd, in mind, 
ith this translation of the words, we find, 
IS word and honour was to him so dear, 
IS promise he completed to the seer, 
tie cloth'd him in a scarlet robe, we're fold, 
And round his neck they put a chain of gold,- 
Ahus he was by the king's command array 'd, 
.™. *"® >bird ruler, in the kingdom made. 
The king Belshazzar, who had been so vain, 
xlad not, in fact, another day to reign — 
He had his summons, by the Lord of all. 
As said the dread hand-writing^ the wall, 
ihe banquet ended with acutest pain, 
*or lo ! that night was king Belshazzar slai* : 
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The Medes, who then besieg'd the city great. 
Took the advantage of their rev'ling state. 
While they were overcharg'd with wine, 'tis said, 
Euphrates river from its course was led : 
The furious Medes, who did that moment prize, 
Rush'd in and took the city by surprise. 
The Mede Darius, sixty-two years old, 
Soon on the throne, in splendour we behold : 
By Cyrus aided, who was then rcnown'd, 
Darius over Babylon was crown'd. 
When this was bv a proclamation known, 
And he well settled on the royal throne, 
As princes he appointed just sixscore. 
To rule the most extensive kingdom o^ev ; 
And higher still three persons to preside. 
In whom be thought he safely might confide, 
So that the king no damage might sustain^ "" 
And have a peaceful and a pleasant reign. 
Of these three presidents, the king's decree. 
Made Daniel chief, gaVe him the first degree ; 
Because a heart and spirit true and sound. 
And excellent indeed in him was found™ 
A spirit of discerning and of love. 
The king not only seated him above 
The president and rulers at the helm. 
But thought to set him over all the xealm. 
The president and princes of the state. 
By this were raised to emulation great : 
Without deep envy, could not bear the view. 
That he a stranger, and a captive Jew, 
Should be so great — so by the king admir'd— 
Above them rais'd — to work his fall conspired. 
They sought awhile to find against him cause. 
In his adniinistrationof the laws. 
Such was nis wisdom, and prudential care, 
Thatth^y could formno accusation there. 
Since on this ground tfaerg could no action lie. 
They thought at lengtl^kiother scheme to try ; 
And that a charge would be more safe and wise, 
Against him for religious exercise — 
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To draw btm under tfaeir degrading rod. 

For his adherence to the law of God ; 

Wherein he differed and dissented quite, 

From them in modes Which they presumed were right 

So they consulted how a snare to lay, 

To trap him firmly, when he went to pray. 

And after they hadplann'd the wicked thing, 

They in a body went unta the king ; 

To use the common greeting form were ledr 

"Oking Uarius, live for ever," said : 

The presidents of this thy kingdom great, 

The princes and the counsellors of state } 

The captains who are military too, 

Have had of late a social interview. 

And have concluded to propose to thee, 

To make a royal, and a firm decree, 

That whosoeVr shall a petition raise, 

To any god or man for thirty dajft. 

Except to thee, O mighty monarch, then 

He shall be cast into the lion's den. 

Therefore, O king, establish the decree, 

And let the writing now be sign'd by thee. 

According to th6 well known laws, agreed 

By Medes and Persians, which ^re firm indeed." 

The king misled at the first sight or view. 
At a suggestion in the bill untrue, 
That not the princes only then at helm. 
Hut all the presidents within his re^lm, 
(Of whom he well knew Daniel then was one — 
Chief pcesident) — he sanctioned what they'd done. 
And not suspecting any mischief there. 
But viewing it a testimony fair, 
Of veneration to himself alone. 
On his accession to the royal throne ; 
Before the subject he had further weigh'd, 
Consented to the proposition made ; 
He sign'd the bill for this conformity, 
And thereby pass'd it to a firm decree. 

Whf n Daniel knew the rigid bill was sign'di 
He heeded not, went to hi? house, we find : 

32 
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And tho' be might by human prudence see^ 
Since this was but a thirty days decree, 
Self-preservation would to him dictate, 
To shun his doom — a punishment so great. 
That in this trjdng, persecuting day, 
He for that season might forbear to pray ; 
Or if he pray'd, into retirement go, 
That no one. living might bis business know. 
Yet he, unshaken in his master's cause. 
Could not be turn'd aside by human laws— - 
Against his conscience heeding no decrees ; 
But in his chamber, humbly on his knees, 
Toward Jerusalem, with his windows rais'd. 
He pray'd devoutly, and his Maker prais'd, 
Gave thanks to God^ o'er all to be obey'd. 
Just as he'd done, ere this decree was made. 

They who had set for this good man a snare, 
Now watch'd his movements with attentive care ; 
Forthwith they took him in the act or thing. 
And went with speed and pleasure to the king. 
Put him in mind of the late made decree. 
And here they drew him to acknowledge free. 
That as the laws of Medes and Persians stood^ 
It was indeed unchangeable and good. ' 

They then the scheme unfolded to his view ; 
Complaip'd that Daniel, there a captive Jew* 
Would not the king nor his decrees obey. 
Made his petition boldly ev'ry day ; 
Not to the king, upon his royal throne, 
But to his God, as very well is known. 

The king with pain, now saw what they designed, 
And being sore and deep displeas'd in mind, 
At their intrigue — and did himself condemn. 
Because he'd been so over-reach'd by them. 
His worthy friend he labour'd to relieve — 
From the decree to grant him a reprieve : 
He tried until the setting of the sun, 
To have reversed the thing that he had done. 

But these conspiring princes, held him fast 
By the decrjee— the statute that was pass'd ; 
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They all as«embled to confirm the thing, 
And to him said, " thou understands, O king^ 
The law of Medes and Persians well is known, 
That no decree that's issu'd from the throne— . 
No statute sign'd onye by the royal hand, 
Can be reversed — it must for ever stand." 

The king, altho' the law was sign*d and sesd^d^ 
Against his will was forc'd at length to yield : 
The seer was brought — his foes were gratified. 
Unwittingly the monarch prophesied, 
" Thy God, whom thou dost serve continually, 
He surely, Daniel, will deliver thee." 

So these proud princes — most inhuman men, 
Cast pious Daniel in the lions' den : 
And that they might be satisfied in mind, 
That no one who might be thereto inclin'd, 
To whom this prophet, for his heart sincere, 
His wisdom, truth and justice might be dear. 
Could come by night and succour him unknowOj, 
There then was- brought, to make all sure, a stone, 
And laid upon the entrance of the den ; 
Not only sealM with the king's signet then. 
Which, in this case, they hardly thought was sufe, 
But with the signet of his lords, secure. 
The anxious king, o'ercome at Daniel's doom. 
Went to his palace — spent the night in gloom. 
In fasting, watching, and in mourning deep, 
Uncheer'd by music, or the srweets of sleep* 
He very early in the morn arose — 
In haste unto the lion's den he goes ; 
\Vhere he arriv'd in depth of love unfeign'd, ♦ ' 

And with a loud, and plaintive voice exclaim'd, 
*• O Daniel, servant of the God above. 
The only object of thy purest love, 
Say, is he able to deliver thee — 
To set thee from the hungry lions free." 
'' He surely is, O king, replied the seer, 
My God hath sent his holy angel here, 
The raging, hungry lions mouths to close ; 
They have not hurt me, nor against me rose. 
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'' Is not this city Babylon renown'd, 

Where 1 have built my palace, and was crown'd ; 

Erected by the poivV of ray decree, 

And for the honour of roy majesty /"' 

As soon as this was by the monarch said, 
A voice from heav'n saluted him with dread : 
'* O Nebuchadnezzar, this is the decree, 
The throne and kingdom now are gone from thee, 
And they shall drive thee from the human race, 
And with the beasts shall be thy dwelling-place : 
Like hungry oxen thou shalt eat the grass, 
And seven times o'er thee shall surely pass, 
Till thou shalt with a full assurance know; 
That the Most High is majestyl>elow — 
That he who form'd, will be the ruler still, 
And give the throne to whomsoever he will." 

On this, behold ! the emperor that hour, 
Was driven from his royal seat of pow'r; 
He, like an ox, on verdant grass was fed<— 
His body there was wet with dew, 'tis said, 
Until his hairs like /eagles' feajthers grew. 
His nails like claws upoQ the birds that flew. 

Thus was thift king amidst his. high renown. 
For his presumption and his pride brought down* 
But at the end of the appointed time, ' 
For his chastisement ^in the open clime, 
To heaven lifting up his heart and eyes. 
From whence.he found his only succour rise ; 
His reason came — he rais'd to God his cry-*— 
He bless'd the King, the majesty on high ; 
With heart-felt praise did honour and adore^ 
And worship Hiqa who lives for evermore* 
He whose dominion, from an ancient hour^ 
Was known to be an everlasting pow'r. 
And over ail his kingdom to extend 
, To generations that will never end. 
The people who upon the earth are known, ^ 
Are nothing when compared to him alone : 
Who in the army of the heavens above, 
With those who oit.lbe earthly region move^ 
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Performs according to hts own command^ 
And none can stay his potent arm or band : 
The majesty of ancient days and now, 
Nor put to Him the query, what dost thou i^ 

His reason here returning, as before, 
He's qualified for government once RM>re : 
His princes and his counsellors, the same 
Who had depos'd him, now unto him came. 
And re-established on the throne was he, 
With royal power, and with great majesty. 
And then as a sincere acknowledgment, 
Both of his sinning to a great extent. 
And tender mercy to him from the Ix>rd, 
A speech he publishM of his own accord. 
To all the people of the earth I send ; 
Let nations, and the languages attend : 
Wherein premising that he thought it good. 
To let it through the world be understood. 
The signs and wonders that the Lord had wrought, 
And judgments on him for transgression brought. 
The matter he did clearly then relate. 
His dream and the interpretation state — 
And the fulfilment, when ji came with dread. 
To end the theme, the king as follows, said : 
^^ 1 Nebuchadnezzar, now extol and praise. 
The heavenly king for all his righteous ways. 
His works are truth, my heart can now confess. 
And his deep judgments are in righteou&ness — 
Those who in. pride would vainly run this race. 
Like me, alas ! he's able to abase." 

How long this monarch o'er the kingdom reign'di 
Is not from sacred history obtained. 
He left the throne, when he Ins race had run^ 
To £vil-Merodach, who was his son, 
Who is supposed to be prince-regent, when * 
The king abode with beasts, uistead of men. 
At his decease, succeeded on the throne, 
His son Belshazzar, for bis luxury knowm 
This king to make a noble feast was led, 
Uolo a thousand of his lords, 'tis said» 
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REBUS, No. I. 

« 

The Type of Messiah, the great and good king-— 
The priest whose rod blossom M, and fruit forth did 

bring ; 
The queen who a king once refused to obey-— 
The son of king Saul, who awhile had the sway — 
The prophet who solv'd the king^s dreams at desire — 
The first of the three who were cast in the fire — 
A young man who vainly usurp'd the king's throne, 
And he who it made to ttve king and queen known—*' 
The prophetess who did deliverance bring — 
And he who anointed young David for king. 

The initials of these will exhibit the name 
Of a person well worthy of honour and fame. 
Infiuenc'd by vigour deriv'd from above, 
He preach'd with great energy, power and love — 
Consistent with wisdom was to and fro sent, 
The good of mankind was his noble intent. 
He cross'd the Atlantic where billows do roll, 
In love that would gather from north to south pole. 
He's gone from this region, from toil and from pain, 
No doubt, to a city of infinite gain — 
To the mansions of bliss and of glory divine. 
Where those who turn many to righteousness shine. 
America, wilt thou remember the man, 
Who through many regions in gospel love ran, 
That wisdom and knowledge and truth might increase 
And the standard be rais'd of the Great Prince of 
Peace. 
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REBUS, No. 2. 

The man who was exil'd to Patmos alone — 
A prince who in Midlands army was known^ 
The mountain where Moses beheld a great sight. 
And the man who once call'd upon Jesus by night. 
The city o'er which was Melchizedek king — 
A place from which silver and gold they did bring. 
A man who an hundred true prophets did hide, 
And the place where did Samuel the ancient abide. 
The land where one night all the first-born were slain. 
And the man who did next to king Solomon reign. 

The initials of these rightly rang'd, make the namei 
Of a man well deserving of honour and fame — 
When true wisdom cried with a still inward voice, 
To the call he attended and made her his choice : 
The voice sounding louder, liis heart so arous'd, 
That he opened his mouth and her cause then espous'd. 
As be in the path of religion remain'd, 
He grew — to the state of a worthy attained ; 
Twice left his own region, Great-Britain's fam'd isle, 
And crossed the Atlantic, thro' dangers to toil; 
In a country far distant true knowledge to teach, 
And the gospel in primitive purity preach. 
He was bold in the caujae — ^in declaring the truth, 
To all sects, and all ranks — to the aged and youtbk' 
He was large in bis stature — majestic in fookj. 
By the power of truth, oaks and cedars he shook. 
This worthy the great debt of nature has paid — 
In the dark silent tomb his cold bones are now laid. 
His spirit released, has ascended in love, 
To unit* with the church that's triumphant above. 
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r 

The first man appointed high-priest of the Jews, 
And he to whom Philip once carried good news. 
One of those who Christ's body embalm'd we are ixM^ 
And the father of Moses and Aaron of old, 
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A man w ho by Jesus was rais'd from the dead, 
And a woman whose son was bereavM of his bead. 
A man who his army with weeping survey'd, 
And a king who the wish of a queen once obeyed. 
The man who by dipping in Jordan was cur'd— 
A shepherd who was of a kingdom assur'd. 
A man who in famine by ravens was fed, 
And a woman in Ramah who wept for the dead. 

The initials of these when arranged rightly, tell 
The name of a woman esteemed very well — 
She left her connexions, and Britain's fair isle, 
The Atlantic she cross'd, to a far distant soil. 
She's truly influenced with wisdom to teach, 
And the gospel of peace and glad-tidings to preach; 
America, pay the attention that's due, 
And the glorious path of religion pursue. 



REBUS, No. 4. 

The city where Paul abode two years well known — 
The seer at whose words a sick king made bis moan y 
The island where Mark and where Barnabas saii'd— ▼ 
The man at whose counsel Ahithophel fail'd ; 
The Jewish high -priest /who deceas'd at Mount Hor-; 
The damsel one lov'd, and long serv'd to pay for : 
The prophet who prosper'd when king Cyrus reign'd ; 
Joseph's brother who greatly for him wsis once pain'd; ' 
The ancient who walk'd with the Lord, we are told ; 
The time of our life that's contrasted with old ; 
The city where Jonah was sent in pure love; 
The plSee from which Jesus ascended above ; 
The mountain once gaily with cedars array'd ; 
Jesse's son who was crown'd & the sceptre long swayed j 
And the martyr who sweetly for enemies pray'd. 

The initials of these will" exhibit the name 
Of a man well deserving of honour and fame ; 
A philanthropist true, and without any guile, 
His abode on the earth was the Britannic, isle. 



While the high and the lofty, the proud and the vola, 
Were seeking and striving how wealth to obtain*^ 
To live in great splendour — ^tbemselvM aggrandise, 
Not heeding the poor, or the needv one's cries. 

While the miser's wild thirst, no increase could allay, 
Or his hunger for gold, just to hide it away : 
No naked one's smart, nor the hungry man's fate ; 
Widow's tears— orphan^s cries, could his heart pene- 
trate. 
While the tippler and drunkard their health rudely mar, 
.With the poisonous liquids they draw from the bar ;. 
They drink and delight in their vile ranting strain, 
And the name of the All-awing Judge take in vain.^ 

While the poor sordid fool — the low covetous knave, 
The wealth of his fair dealing neighbour could crave; 
How to cheat &c o'erreach the chief thoughts of his head^ 
Not only by day, but by night on his bed. 

While thje worldling was seeking for money amain. 
To get all he possibly could for his grain ; 
A neighbour^ oppress'd with great want could not move, 
This stranger to fine human feelings and love. 

While the warrior's delight was his weapon to wield ; 
All his joy the vain«-giorv that's gain'd in the field : 
Disregarding the widow s afflictions and sighs ; 
The wounded man's groans, b the orphan's sore cries ; 
The man upon whom I have taken my pen, 
Delighted in acts of great good-will tQ men. 
He was surely all feeling, and loving and wise 5 
By temperance great, and by fair exercise, 
He enjoy'd thro' long life, a fine state of good health ; 
Was blest with increase and abundance of wealth ; 
.And as it increas'd it expanded his inind, 
To the poor and the needy, the lame and the blind* 
As his basket and store were well fiirdfrom above, 
No limits nor bounds e'er confined his great love. 
In boundless compassion to the poor his heart roIi*d ; 
He incessantly sought, and reliev'd them with gold. 
To aid all in want was his aim day and night ; 
Lo ! this was his business, and this his delight. 
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He aAer k>ng life, quite unrivall'd in good ; 
Giving naked and hungry ones clothing and food : 
His meafure of k)ve, ana of kindness complete ; 
He was callM, in great peace from his temporal seat J 
Lamented — beloved — and amidst high renown, 
To glory immortal — a triumphant crown. 



REBUS, No. 6. 

The man who* for teaching the Gentiles was fam'd, 
And woman whose husband Elkanah was nam'd ; 
The man most sublime of the prophets in style,. 
And woman to Jacob cspous'd by a wile — 
The man who witli virtuous Sarah did wed, 
And woman whom Peter once rais'd from the dead : 
The man who of old broke his neck by a fall, 
And woman convincM by the preaching of Paul : 
The man who was chief when tbey took Jesus^ life, 
And woman whom Herod had taken for .wife : 
The man whose beloved Rebecca well pleas'd, 
And woman who once a bold warrior appeas'd. 

By the initials of these, rightly rang'd, will be sbowQ, 
The name of a populous city well known : 
Her founder was one of the wisest of men. 
The learned — the great, evangelical PENN. 
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The mount where youug Jotham spoke grandly his 
mind, 
The wife of fam'd Boaz, rich, pious, and kind. 
The rack on which Sampson abode a goiod while. 
And the woman the serpent did sadly beguile. 
The man who, we're told, built an ark of great length, 
And a city whose high and broad walls were its strength. 
T4ie land where good Jobjfam'd for patience did dwell, 
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■The woman who mourn'd for her children they tell — 
And the mountain where Saul and his valiant sons fejl. 

The initials of these make the name that one calls 
The new village that's building at Meeker's fine falls — 
To be call'd by that name through the ages of time, 
Long as orators speak, or as poets can rhyme — 
While the mountains yield trees — hilts and valleys 

have stones — 
While the verdant grass grows, and great Otter Creek 

runs. 



REBUS, No. 7. 

The ancient who built a great ark for the sea--** 
The person first form'd in blest Eden to be — 
The city where Jonah to anguish was brought— « 
A bishop who by an apostle was taught — 
A place in Chaldea, where Abram abode — 
The land that with milk and with honey long ilow'd-- 
The son, next to first»born, of Ishmael well known— 
A prophet who pass'd over Jordan alone. 
And the city where Hiram once sat on the throne« 

By the initials of these will exhibited be, 
The name of an island that lies in the sea. 
Her sons and her fair, love industry and peace— 
Their principles teach them that wars should all cease. 
Without weapons of war, without ships of the line. 
They have found through dark seasons protection di- 
vine. 
By viewing their manners 'tis obviously seen, 
No office that's honest is thought by them mean. 
Though possess'd of much wealth are contented^o ride 
tn carriages fitted for use, and not pride. 
Hor daughters are feeling — to strangers are kind — 
Are useful indeed in the stations assign'd, 
Bcr sons plough the billows, through dangers and toil — 
Tney double Cape Horn to far regions for oil.' 
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Sometimes to the east, when the wind breezes fra 
Round the Cape of Good Mope to the great Indian sea. 
Th^ indeed are expert as bright fancy can wish. 
In darting their harpoons at marvellous fish. 
On the land and the sea they pursue means of life. 
And appear to be shunning contention and strife* 
By attention to business— by prudence and care, 
For4hose in distress, they have something to spare. 
May blessings indeed their endeavours attend, 
Is the real desire of their well-wishing friend. 



REBUS No. 8. 

The person who most for long life was renownM*^ 
The man who was king over Amalek crown'd ; 
The damsel who listen'd at Peter's late knock — 
The commander who gave a great host a dire shock— 
The ancient from whom all our race derived life—- 
The fair who was patriacb Isaac's dear wife-*- 
With her who of old was by Satan deceived ; 
And him who was slow yet his master believ'd. 
The name of the fish that poor Jonah once sav'd— 
The queen who the Jews from a massacre crav'd— 
The powerful seer who fale prophets amaa'd*- 
The chief who 'gainst Moses a mutiny rais'd— 
The worthy who first was translated, we find, 
And the king who in wisdom surpass'd all mankind. 

By the initials of these rightly rang'd will be shown, 
The name of a wOraan once very well known— 
A kind, tender mother, ailectioi^ate wife, 
A lover of good, and a hater of strife. 
The choice of her heart was religion that's pure. 
And firmly to build on the basis that's sure^ 
She pass'd from this region in triumph and joy. 
To a city where demons crin never annoy — ^ 

The reward of hei faith, without doubt she has found ; 
With peace and eternal salvation is crbwn'd. 
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The muse might enlarge, and abide by the truth^- 
The joy of my life was the wife of my youth. 



REBUS, No. 9. 

The grandson of David, whocairfeto the crown, 
The vale where a giant once lost his r^own — 
The ruler where Paul was arraign'd as appears — 
A person espous'd when of age forty years^ — 
The city where Joseph and Mary abode — 
A region through wHch the fam'd Nile has long flow^d^ 
The name of the gr^n, most esteem'd for good bread — 
The seer whose A'y bones rais'd a man from the dead ; 
The first-born of Isaac, who lost his birth-right — 
The father of one who was tall in his height — 
The seer who to bliss by a whirlwind was brought-—' 
And a mountain of old where great wonders were 
wrought. 
These initials arrang'd, will a man's name display. 
Who was born at Long Island, the Town, Oyster-Bay, 
If any to know in what year should incline, 
In seventeen hundred and fifty and nine. 
Awhile he enjoy'd all the comforts of life, 
With a steady aversion to-sloth and to strife : 
As time was advancing, arriv'd a sad day, . 
When his wealth took a flight, like an eagle away. 
Though property fled — inauspicious the hour, 
Hope kept the heart whole : yes, in faith there is powV. 
Though the waters o'erflow'd, when advanc'd far from 

youth, 
How strong, and how sweetly consoling was truth-* 
Though the scene was severe, as it rose in degriee, 
Prepar'd for the season was strength known 4o be-^ 
Though stripp'd of companion, of houj>es and land,- 
A monument truly of mercy 1 stand. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE REBUSES. 



BEBUS. I. 

The tjp« of Messiah, ..... i) avid 

The priest whose rod Uossom'd - A aron 

3d line alludes l» ...... V a»M 

4-»-^--.-..- / shbofheih 

5*--* D anid 

6---........ 5 hadrack 

^7---.-----.^-. ^ donijah 

8-.-.----i.-- jv oAan 

9 - - -' - - ..... .^ ."i D eborah 

10 -•..----.--.,, fif amud 

REBUS II« 

1 line J ohn 

2 do* rJudgesTii. 25) - • . - O reb 

3 (Exodus* iii. 2.) - - - - jff oreb 
4-------...- JV" tcode»i«5 

^•--•- S ahm 

6 T arshish 

7. -.-.•.-.«.. (J hadiah 

8........... /J a^^ 

,^ ^gyp^^ 

Iv ----------- /£ ehoboam 

REBUS III. 

1 line alludes to------ A aron 

2----------. ^ athaniel 

3----------- JV* icodemus 

4 (Exodus, vi. 30.) ^ iwraw 

6----------- L azams 

6- ...*.. E Usabeth 

7---------.- JC erore* 

8 ----------- A hasuerus 

9 JV" aaman 

10 J) avid 

11 , J5 %aA 

12 - . . H achel 

t 
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&EB17S IT. 


* 


1 


.... - c 


R ome 


2 


• *.••* 


I saiah 


3 


. . . • * ' 


€ yprus 


4 


. . • • . * 


H ushai 


5 


• • • V ^ i 


A eiron 


6 


.- • • ^ • * 1 


R ackel 


7 


.... . a 


D anid 


1 

8 


(Gen. xxxvu. 29, 30 


R eubm 


9 


• • • " • • < 


E noeh 


10 


• 
• ••••< 


T oung 


11 


• • • • • 1 


JV ineveh 


12 


• ••••« 


livet 


13 


• • • • • V 


L ebanon 


14 


• • • • , • 4 


D avid 


15 


■ ••••< 

REBUS V. 


» S iephen 


I 


• • • , • • 


P aul 


2 


(1 Sam. i. 1,2) . 


H annah 


3 


• . • • • • ' • 


I saiah 


4 


« 
• • • • • « 


L eah 


5 


• • • . • • ' « 


A braham 


6 


(Acts 9.) . . . *. 


D orcas 


7 


• • • • • " 


, ^ Eli 


8 


(Acts xvi. 14.) . . ' 


L ydia 


9 


• • • • • • 


P Hate 


10 


{Mark vi. 17.). . 


H erodiius 


II 


• • • • • 


I saac 


12 


(1 Sam. xii) 


A bigail 




REBUS VI. 


• 


1 


«•.••! 


G erizim 


2 


1 


»••*•( 


R uth 


3 


i 


» . • * . 


E tarn 


4 


4 


t • ' • ^ • ' 


E ve 


6 


1 


t • • • • < 


JV oak 


6 


4 


1 « • k * < 


B abyton 


•7 


4 


1 # . to . 


U z 


8 




• . # . . 


R achd 


9 




• • ^ « * ' 


G Uboa 
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EXI^LAMATIONS. 








• 

I • • ■ • • * 


N oah 


2 


• • • * 


A dom 


3. , 


4 • • • , 


J\r inevA 


4 


• • ♦ •• 


T imothy 


5 (Gen. xi. 


31.) . , . 


Ur 


6 




C anaan 


7 (Geo. u 


.V. 13.) . '. 


K edar 


8 


9 


E lithti 


9 


• • • .• 


T yre 




BEBUS VIII* 


• 


• 1 




M ethusdah 


2 




A gag 


8 


• 


R hoda 


4 


- 


G ideon 


6 




A dam 


6 




R ebecea 


7 




E ve 


8 




T homos 


9 




W hale 


10 




E sther 


11 




E lijah 


12 


( • -• • • 


K orah 


13 


• • • • * 


E nock 


14 


• • » • * 


S olomon 


REBUS IX. 




1 ..... • 


R eholoam 


2 


• • • ■ * 


E lah 


3 


• jS . * * 


F estiLs 


4 


• * * * 


I siaac 


5 


• • % . » i 


JV azareth 


6 


k • * * 


E gypt 


7 


• ••'*< 


W heat 


8 


• • • - * * 


E lisha 


9 


• • . * ' 


E sau 


10 


• • • * ' 


K ish 


11 


t « • . < 


E lijah 


12 


• . • • . ' 


S inai 
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